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HISTORY OF ALABAMA. 



CHAPTER XIV, 

THE OCCUPATION OF ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI 
BY THE ENGLISH. 

We mentioned, at the conclusion of the first volume of 
this wort, that Franco had surrendered ;dl of her North 
American possessions. Before finally doing so, however, she 
made asecret treaty with Spin, her ally, in which she ceded to 
that power the territory on the western ~iJe of the- Mississippi. 
extending from the mouth of that river to its remotest sour- 
ces, and including the Island of Sow-Orleans, which lay on 
tho eastern side of the great river, and south of the Bayou 
Iberville or AlaneWse. 

Afterwards, a general peace- between the three powers was 
concluded at Paris. Franco ceded to .England all her Cana- 
dian possessions, and sill thsit portion of Louisiana which lies 
on the eastern side of tho Mississippi river, from its sources 
down to Bayou Iberville, which hay on, with a portion of the 

VOL. II. 1 
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THE BRITISH IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

Amite, and a Hno throiiifTi fakes Maiirepas unci Pontchartrain, 
to the sea, was to form the southern boundary. France also 
ceded to England the port and river of Mobile. Spain ceded 
to Great Britain her province of Florida, 

The King of England decreed that Florida should he 
formed into two li'ovenmienis, called the provinces of East 
and West Florida ; that the northern line of "West Florida 
should be the line of 31", to run from the Chattahoochie to 
the Mississippi. But afterwards, understanding' that this line 
did not embrace the valuable settlements at Natchez and above 
there, he again deereci.l the bor. lidaries of West Florida to be 
as follows: a line, to begin at the mouth, of the Yazoo, where 
that stream joins the Mississippi, and to run east to the Chat- 
tiiiiuoi'liie ; thenee down tire Chattahoochie, to tin: mouth of 
the Apalachicola ; thence westward, along the coast of the 
Gulf, and through Lakes Borgne, Ponl.ehar train and Maurepas, 
up to the river Amite ; then along Bayon Iberville, to the 
Mississippi river, and up the middle of that river, to the 
mouth of the Y;m:io. 

The territory within these lines, which was known for a 
period, dating from 1164 to 1781, as West Florida, embraced 
a large portion of the present States of Alabama and Missis- 
sippi. The northern line of the British province of West 
Florida, thus constituted, was that of 32° 28'. While a 
large portion of Alabama ii:il hduu: this Situ;, and was incorpo- 
rated into British West Florida, more than half of our State, 
in a northern direction from, the line of 32° 28', was em- 
braced in the British province of Illinois. 
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THE BRITISH IN ALABAMA A\"I) MISSISSIPPI. g 

The province of Illinois was not only made to embrace chaiter 
more than the half of our Stale, and more ihan Lulf of Mis- XIT ' 
sissippi, tut also the western portions of Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, and the country from thence to Lake Michigan. The 
province of West Florida, which was made to embrace the 
southern portion of Alabama, extended from the line of 32° 
28', southward, to the Gulf of Mexico. We are thus parti- 
cular in elucidating the liritish division of our State, because, 
hereafter, the reader will bo made acquainted with the con- 
tentions which arose with the Spaniards, Georgians, and the mi 
Federal Government, in relation to it. 

To enable the reader still better to understand this matter, 
the line of 32" 28--', which divided the .Illinois port ions of 
Alabama and Mississippi from the Florida portions of those 
States, was a line which commenced at the mouth of the 
Yazoo, and thence ran eastward, to the To iubi;d ".-. -Ink;:: 1 .; 
that river a little below the present town of Demopolis, con- 
tinuing east, touching the Alabama river a short distance 
below the junction of the Coosa' and Tallapoosa, and termi- 
nating on the west bank of the Chattahooehie, between the 
present city of Columbus and old Furl Mitchell. During the 
British occupation of our State, its Illinois portion was unin- 
habited by Europeans, excepting a few traders, who lived 
among the Upper Creeks, Cherokees and Chickasaws. It is 
rather singular to reflect, that, during this period, the site of 
M/:'-ihn-.i:icty was in 1 Sri nab. West Florida, while the site of 
Wetumpka was in British Illinois. These sister cities are 
within fifteen miles of each other. 
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THE BRITISH IN ALABAMA AND MlSSJ^UTl. 

Between the Mississippi and the Wabash, ;l population of 
five t.inju^iiiui French ainii live hundred negroes existed. But 
when the French commandant at Fort Chartrea — the capi- 
tal of the Illinois province, opposite Si. Louis — surrender- 
ed the country, in the spring of 1765, to Captain Sterling, 
of the [JHtjsh finny, who came by way of Detroit, at the 
command of his King, to take charge of it, then the French, 
generally, retired across the river, into Spanish territory. 

Captain George Johnstone, of the royal navy, was the first 
British governor of West Florida. ■ He came to Pensacola, 
the seat of government, and brought- with him a British regi- 
ment, and many High landers, from Charleston and New-York. 
lie issued his proclamation, defining the limits of his jurisdic- 
tion, and proclaiming the laws which lie was instructed to 
enforce. The civil government was organized under military 
oomniaiidaiiu and Magistrates. The superior eovirts were 
formed under Kuglish judges. The governor immediately 
proceeded to garrison Fort Oonde, at Mobile, which he now 
named Fort Charlotte, in honor of the young Queen of Great 
Britain. Soldiers were also thrown into the forts at Baton 
Rouge, tind T'anmure, at "Natchez. A detachment went up to 
the Coosa, and occupied Fort Toulouse ; but it was, in a short 
time, sv.il.hdrfi.wn, when, the works, in a few years, went- to 

When Governor Johnstone arrived in 'West Florida, there 

came with, him a .Major T.oftus, who had been appointed to 
take, charge of thi- Illinois country. Early in 1TG4, that 
officer sailed from Fensacola to New-Orleans, and from thence 
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to Manehae, where lie joined his detae'imonl, which had boon ' 
some time exploring that bayou. With four hundred men, * J " 
he began the assent of the Mississippi, in boats and canoes. 
Reaching the heights of La Roche a Davion, where Fort 

Adams was afterwards built, he was suddenly attacked by 

armed Indians, from ambuscades, on both sides of the river. 

In this skirmish In; lost several men. and lino inmiy wounded. 

He returned to Manchac, and despatched a captain, with 

twenty men, to Mobile, through the lakes, who arrived safe 

at that place. .Major I.oflus, with !he residue of his eommand, 1 his 

dropped down to the l-Salize, and from thence went to Pensa- 

eola. Thus was the occupation of the Illinois country, for a 

time, prevented, by the fierce and successful linstilitv of these 

Indians."" 

The French population, along the east side of the Missis- 
sippi, to the Walnut ifills, was considerable, and. whim they 
ascertained that British laws had been extended over them, 
many retired across the river, south of Manchac, Others, 
assured that, they would not be disturbed, either in the enjoy- 
ment of the Catholic faith, or in their rights ami property, 
remained in the country. The Knglisb authorities encouraged 
emigration, and many availed (Loinselves of their liberal of- 
fers. The, first Anglo-American colony came from Roanoke, 
in the province of North -Carolina, and established them- uwtowss 
selves between Manchac and Baton Rouge. They were fol- 

* French and Spanish MS,, Martin's History of Louisiana, Gayari-e's 
Histoire de la Louisicni', Memnire I [.isLorlqui' e.t Politique sur la Loui- 
siane, par M. rtc Viagcnuos, Mbiswr lie Louis XVI. 
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g THE BRITISH IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

Chatteii lowed by others, from. North and South-Carolina, who crossed 
x the mountains to Llii!Ti:iiiii'Sfl''(',tl.ii'ri: cm j^:nu--tj]:!>' flat-boats, de- 

scended that river, into tin; Ohio, arid thence passed down the 
Mississippi. Others, from Georgia, even eul ilirough the wilder- 
ness, to find the Natalies: country, which had become- so favo- 
rably known. Emigrants from Virginia esme down the Ohio, 
They all received, upon their arrival, liberal and extensive 
grants. After a while, emigrants came from Great Britain , 
Ireland and the British West Indies. During the three suc- 
ceeding years, many flocked from Georgia, the Carolinas and 
New-Jersey, and established themselves upon the soil drained 
by the Bayou Sara, the Ilomochjtto and Bayou Pierre. All 
these settlements extended from the Mississippi, back, for 
fifteen or twenty miles. A few years afterwards, the Scotch 
Highlanders, from North -Carolina, arrived, and formed a 
colony upon the upper branches of the Ilomochitto, thirty 
mile? eastward of Natchez, and their numbers were, at a late 
period, increased by oi.hers from Scotland. This reg'mi ; i i - 1 ■ - 1 ■ - 
wards assumed tlie name of New Scotland. They still retain 
much of their national character, and not. a few of the old ones 
1768 to 177S speak the Gaelic. In 17T0, emigrants, came from New- Jersey, 
Delaware and Virginia, by (he way of the ( (bio, and, three years 
afterwards, a much greater number advanced by that route. 

West Florida continued to be governed by the general 
commandant at Pcnsacola, With tlie exception of some 
futile attempts to form a colonial legislature, like, those of the 
Atlantic provinces, it remained, the whole time, a mere mili- 
tary government. It was strengthened by garrisons at the 
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places mentioned, and al.su at Mane!"i;ie, whore Fori Bute was c 
Erected, in 1765, for the purpose of monopolizing the trade 
of the Lower Mississippi. England constantly introduced, 
through the lakes and by this fortified outlet, Africans, ob- 
tained from their native countiy. These were purchased by 
the French, Spanish and British settlor-, in defiance of the 
laws of Spain. Through Manchac. the English ako supplied 
the Spanish subjects with all kinds of merchandize. To 
arrest this illicit trade, Don Ulloa, the . governor of Louisiana, 
constructed a fort on the south side of the Iberville, or Man- 
chac. four hundred yards from Fort Bute; hut with little 
effect. Negroes continued to be imported, and sugar, indigo. 
cotton and tobacco vera extensively cultivated.* 

Discord made her appearance in the councils of the pro- 
vince of WV-si Florida soon after it* organization. The colo- 
nist- became very much dissatisfied with Governor Johnstone. 
He was succeeded by the Honorable Mont-forte Brown, in 
the capacity of lieutenantgoveriior. Governor Elliot came in 
the place of .Hrown : but, when the latter died, [.Vavii again 
came, into power. He was, however, a second time, replaced, 
when the Honorable l'eter Chester assumed the government 
of the province, and under whose auspices it. flourished '.or a 
long time. Governor Chester was universally esteemed.f 

The year 1T65 was i.alid to the inhabitants of Mobile. The 
ravages of death gave it. a reputation fur uu healthiness, which, 
for years,kept it from iucvensing in population. In that year, 
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chapter the 21st TSritish regimer.t brought from -lamaiea a contagions 

disease. Upon tlifir :n-vivr;l in Mobile, the officers arid sol - 
1765 

dices rioted in lutein ni'tauee, and drank (he water .-,:' -i.i : ..;i mil 

pools. Death hovered over these, imprudent people, until 
none remained. Indeed, the Imgiish population, generally, 
lived too fast, converting day into night, and sporting their 
lives away in dissipation. 

Far otherwise was it with the French inhabitants. Among 
them were exhibited instances o: greater longovi'y t.hitn could 
be found in any other part of North America. In the family 
of tiie Chevalier de l.ucere this was particularly the case. Its 
H7i members were all euremeb aged, am! the mother of all died 
a few years previous to that period, from the snapping of 
her legs — the effect of the last stages of the gout. M. 
Francois, who then lived five miles above Fowl river, stated 
his ago to be above eighty-three, and that tins old woman, 
iv ho was in the kitchen, cooking, and walking with activity 
and cheerfulness from one house to another, was his mother. 
She was one of the first females that came to Mobile from 
France. At the age of sixty-five, Francois fell from, a pine 
free, which he was climbing, to di sen gag..', some game, which 
had lodged in the branches. If this accident had not oc- 
curred, he would not havo felt the hand of time. .Although 
now over eighty-three years of age, he was accustomed, al- 
most daily, to walk live miles to the bay, angle there for 
hour's, and, at night, walk home with a mule's load of fish 
upon his back, some of which his affectionate mother would in- 
stantly prepare for the supper oi herself and her dutiful child ! 
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They lived comfortably, on a small farm, subsisting upon chapter 
its products, and those of a large herd of cattle. Many other xiv. 

cases of protracted life "'.ire witnessed by travellers to this 
country. The French assimilated their constitutions to the lm 
climate, l.iv a regular, abi-temiia.is life, re r'r; lining from spirilu- 
oiisj liquors in the summer, and obtaining pure* drinking wit- 
ter, from a rivulet, three miles back of the town. It was 
also the custom of many to spend the fatal months upon 
their plantation*, up the Tensaw and Mobile rivors, where the 
air appears, at thai day, to have been far more salubrious 
than in Mobile, * The plantation of the Chevalier do Lucere 
was on ihe lirsl island, below the confluence <>* 'be Tombighy 
and Ahd.iaina. Many of the islands on the Tciisaw and Mo- 
bile rivers were well cultivated, by the French, and also by 
the English, who worked them in summer, and withdrew 
their laborers, in winter, to their settlements, hard by among 
the hills, where they engaged extensively in making tar and 
pitch, for exportation. 

The first plantation, after that of (he Chevalier de Lucere, 
passed in descending the Mobile river, was that, of Campbell, 
Then followed those of Stewart, Andrey, MeGillivray, Favte, 
Chastang, Strother and Narbone. Five miles below the lat- 
ter was the site of an old French fort, which was onee occu- 
pied a short time. Six miles further down, wa^i, at one 
time, a splendid plantation, the property of the French In- 
tendant of Mobile, but which now belonged to M. Lizars.f 

* Barnard Roman's Florida, pp. 4-13. t Ibid. 
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chapter The articles exported from Mobile and I'onsaeola, in 
xiv. 1772, were — indigo, raw hides, com, fine cattle, tallow. 
rice, pitch. V sir's oil. tobaceo, tar, snuared tisnbci', indigo 
ins seed, myrtle wax, cedar posts and planks, sailed wild beef, 
pecan nuts, Cyprus and pine boards, plunk, of various woods, 
sbin^lis. dried ^sslt tis:i, scaalhng, sassafras vanes, staves and 
heading, hoops, oranges, and peltry. 

Cotton was not enumerated anion"' the articles of export, 
but it is mentioned as having been, at that time, cultivated to 
some extent, and machines, lor separating the lint from the 
seed, were in use. One of these is tlms described by Captain 
Roman : 

" It is a strong frame, of four studs, each about four feet 
high, and joined, above and below, by strong transverse pie- 
ces. Across this are placed two round well-polished iron 
spindles, having a small groove through their whole length, 
and, bj means of treaddles, are put in opposite motions. 
The workman sits behind the frame, with a thin board before 
him, upon which is placed the cotton, thinly spread, which 
the rollers receive. The lint goes through the rollers, and 
the seed falls down in a separate pile. The French popu- 
lation have much improved upon this plan, by a large 
wheel, which turns two of these mills, with so much ve- 
locity, that seventy pounds of clean cotton can be made every 

Mr. Cvebs, upon tbe Pases i go u la river, owned one of these 
improved machines, and claimed the invention of it. He 
-aispi i iled canvass bag- between pine trees, and packed in 



to^dbyGoogle 



THE BRITISH TN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. \\ 

his cotton bv trending, making I'lotn ahnosi three hundred citawkk 
weight.' 1 XIV ' 

Mobile, in common with the whole of West. Florida, was AugUBl M K 
visited with, the most awful storms. Vessels, boats and logs Sel>l6,nba 
were driven ;ip into the heart of the town. The viukaicc of 
the winds forced the salt water over the gardens, which de- 
stroyed the vegetables. The spray rose in the ah, and fell 
again, at the distance of a half mile, like rain. All the hou- 
ses were filled with water, several feet deep, and the one in- 
habited by a joiner was run entirely through by a schooner, 
which had broken from her moorings. 

Upon the Pascagoula, the storm was equally furious. The 
plantation of Mr. Crebs was almost entirely destroyed. A 
large crop of rice and corn was completely swept off. His 
towellings were unrooted, his outhouse* blown down, and his 
smith's shop washed away. For thirty miles, up that river, 
the cypress trees were prostrated and the pines twisted into 
ropes. At Batereunx's cow-pen, the herdsmen were six weeks 
collecting and bringing ho'iic iiiiih eaiiie. A colony of German's 
up the I'a^oa^oula, (earing thsi. another Noah's flood was at 
hand, were about to set out tor the Choctaw nation; but the 
abatement of the waters preceded tlieir usua'.ly slow movements. 
The whole west coast was ravaged. A schooner, with a detach- 
ment of the l(5th British regiment on board, was driven to 
Gat Island, and, when under the west point, parted her cables, 
and was carried entirely over the island, and stranded upon 

* Barnard Roman's Florida, pp. 911-12. 
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another, which bore (he name of Freemason. There the 
crew remained six weeks, and would have perished, hut for 
their discovery by a hunting smack. The different directions 
of the currents of wind were passing strange. That from 
the- south-east, drove the water, in immense volumes, np all 
the hays, rivers and bayous to the west, being hero counter- 
acted by the winds from the north-east. A body of water 
was violently forced into the Hay of Spirito Santo, behind the 
Chandelier, Grand Gamier suit.! lire ton Isles, and, not finding 
sufficient vents up the rivulets, nor down the outlets of the 
hay, forced a number of deep channels through these islands, 
thus forming many new islands. The Chandelier, being 
higher than the others, had all its surface washed oil, 
and, but for the roots of the black mangrove and myrtle, 
which held much of the earth together, not a vestige of it 
would have been left. All the shipping at. the l.alkc was 
blown into the marshes. A Spanish vessel (hero par ted, and 
the whole crew were drowned. The most c\!raon.; : .i hit eltecl 
of this hurricane v.;* the production of a second crop of leaves 
upon all the mulberry trees, which had never happened be- 
fore.' This tree budded, foliated, blossomed, and bore ripe 
fruit, within the brief space of four weeks after the terrible 
crn-r- had passed away. Other trees remained naked, until 
the following spring."* 

At this time, Governor Chester was at the head of the 
government of West Florida, lie was universally esteemed, 

* Roman's Florida, pp. 4-13. 
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and, under his auspices, tie people prospered, and their c 
valuably products continued to increase. Slavery was in 
existence, and the government of the mother country was 
active in tan import ing Africans ir.io this country. The free- 
holds^ assembled in Mobile, Peusacola, and other parts of 
the province, to elect representatives to a colonial legislature : 
bul, finding that the writs required the continuance of mem- 
ber- lor throe your* in office, they ad(l:;i.i lac condition to (heir 
vote, that the. elected members wore to serve but one year. 
The got-ornor, disliking this arrangement, declined to accept: 
it. The freeholders remained indexible, and, rather than he 
tleji'riveil of annual elections, ehoose to remain without reprc- 



Tn mi, Fensacola contained about one hundred and 

eighty bouses, built of timber, in good taste, and arranged 
with much convenience. The town formed tin oblong square, 
near the foot of an eminence, called Uage Hill, named in 
honor of the great 1-iritish officer, well remembered by the. 
whigs of Am erica, | 

Turning our eyes towards the British province of Georgia, 
we find that the Cherokee* and Greeks had assembled, at 
A.ugnsta, at. the instance, of Sir James Wright, the governor, 
and John Stuart, superintendant of Indian affairs. These 
Indians there ceded to Great Britain a huge area of territory, 
upon the head waters of the Ogechee, and north-west, of 
Little river. The object was to compensate the Honorable 

* Roman's Florida, pp. 4-13. f Ibid, p. 303. 
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(;.-■! iiM'i- !^:',|!iii,. = 1 1 1 1:1 sonic otlioi' traders, for largo dcLls due 
thorn by th< so tuitions. Tin: governor, having no power to 
accept this Cession. 1. jilL >=<=.t:ii"i.'_v t;u: influence it y onld enable bisn 
to wield, in behalf of flic tottering power of liis King, to whom 
lie ivii-s devoied.v attached, lie bad already obtained the consent 
of the ministry to make the treaty. But Galphin never obtain- 
ed any of these lands, or the proceeds of the salts thereof, on 
ixvounl of his boldly expressed patriotic opinions; mid Gov. 
Wright, with a vindictive. partially, paid the loyal traders, in 
ii Bfereaee, keeping the larger portion of the proceeds, to 
Mroniitheii his geoetimient, .and perhaps to add to his omt 
coffers., Gaiphiii was wealthy ; he snerhieed thousands in 
defence of American liberty, and, to this day, his descendants 
remain without remuneration.'' 1 It is said that Gov. Wright 
received the order of hnighthood, lor the unjust diivciiun 
which he, gave these funds. In the meantime, laud offices 
had been established at Augusta, and at the confluence of 
the J.'road and Savannah rivers, where a town was laid out, 
called liai-tmoiuh, but, which was subsequently thangi.-d to 
the name of Petersburg. 

* Since I have written ilii- j;;l i .-.i ^i i-;i [:T: . some of lac heire of Galphin 
have ii;.fivrii a '.niiv amount of money , IVrjisi tlio Unileii Visiles gov urn- 
men t, on account of this claim. Tbey bail previously applied to Geor- 
gia, Great Britain, and the United Slates, without success. The claim 

of tho heirs of Galphin was just upon one of these powers ; but many 
have eouientleJ :hii1 i: w;is iiijI ii jnrl chum upon ":,o I'ecenu !;ov-;niino[il, 
bin 0110 upon Georgia, while others lutve cor, tended thai it was a jusl 
claim upon total Britain. 
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This newly ceded territory began to be rapidly settled, 
when a party of Creeks attacked Shot-nil's Fori, killed seven 
persons, and forced the other- to barricade an outhouse, where 
they would have been bu-.chered. hut tor -die timely arrival of 
Captain Barnard, with forty men. who dispersed the enemy. 
Other attacks by the Indians succeeded, and the settlers aban- 
doned their new homes, and retired into the old British set- 
tlements, lower down, upon the Savannah. The noble Gal- 
phin, who had great influence with the Indians, despatched 
runners to the nation, who iadueed the Chief's to put a stop to 
the effusion of blood, which aliordod the settlers the opportu- 
nity of coming back, and of renewing their abandoned im- 
provements.* 

* HeCaU'B History of Georgia, vol. 3, pp. ll-]3. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

HARDSHIPS OF THE EARLY EMIGRANTS. 

Taking the reader with us, to the settlements of the dis- 
tant Natchez region, he will find that emigrants continued to 
pour in, upon those fertile hills and alluvial bottoms, from all 
parts of " his majesty's Atlantic plantations." Many were 
the hardships and perils ihey encountered, in reaching this 
remote, and comparatively uninhabited region. It is believed 
that the history of one party of these emigrants will enable 
the reader to understand what kind of hardships and depriva- 
tions all the others were forced to undergo. 

Major General Phincas Lyman, a native of Durham, a 
irraduato i>f Vale, a dist.ingui-lied lawyer, and. a member of 
the legislature of the 001 union wealth of Massachusetts, be- 
came commander of the Connecticut forces, in 1755. He 
served with so much distinction, during the Canadian war', 
that he was invited, by persons high in office, to visit England. 
He had formed an association, composed of his brothers in 
arms, callod the " Military Adventurers," whose design was, 
the colonization of a traet of country upon the Mississippi. 
He sailed to England, as agent for this company, with the 
e, yet reasonable hope, that the King would make the 
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gran!. Arriving there, hi- found, l,o bis astonislmnjiii. that 
land in a wilderness was refused to those who had fotighi so vali- 
antly for it, and whose contemplated establishment would have 
formed a barrier agahisr enemies, who might seek to acquire it. 
Iu his own country, Lyman had never solicited favor, other- 
wise than by faithful luiblu; services. The coolness which he 
.non experienced deeplv morliiied him — his spirits sank, and 
ho lost ail his former energy. Shocked at the degradation 
which he imagined he should sustain, by returning home 
unsuccessful, he made up his mind to bury his bones upon 
an ungrateful soil. There he remained for eleven years, a 
neglected man. His wife, a lady of superior endowments, 
distressed at his long absence, sent her son to solicit his return. 
The sight of his boy called up the remains of his resolution, 
and he resolved to go back to America, as the grant upon 
the Mississippi had at last been made.* ITe reached homo 
in 1773. But the grave had dosed over most of his original 
associates, while others had arrived at an age unsuitable to 
bold ent.erpri/es. In company with his eldest son, a man of 
rare attainments, but who had become subdued and list- 
less, in eouso'jueiiec of the deep distress and morlilieai.iou of 
his father, while- so long absenr, General Lyman sailed from 
New-England with a number of emigrants, in two vessels, 
bound for New-Orleans. 

It is deemed proper thai an. omirnoralioti of these emigrants 

*" Travels in New- York and Xow-liludimti," uy Theodoe Dwiglit, 
S.T.D., LL.D., lale President of ifale College, vol. l, pp . 30C-16. 
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■, be here made, as the eyes of some of thi'ir descendants, still 
living in Mississippi, may perhaps rest, on these pages. On 
board of these vessels, were 

General Lyman, of Suffield. 

Captain Ladley, of Hartford, 

Thorn sts and James Lyman, Durham. 

Hugh White, Middletown, 

Captain Elsworth, ha Whit-move and Sage, Middletoii. 

Major Easley, Weatherford. 

Thaddens and .I'liinoas Lyman, v-i1.fr eight slaves, Sufliold. 

Moses and Isaac- Sheldon.. Roger Harmon and Hanks, 

Shumeld. 

S'-I'i Miller, Elisha and Joseph Flowers, Springfield. 

Moses Drake, liugglcs Wine ho! arid Benjamin Barber, 



AJcott, Windsor. 

Daniel and Rosswell Magguet, Hartford, 
Thomas Comstock, ■ — — Weed, New-Hartford. 
Captain Silas Crane, Robert IVir'df, Ashbell Bowen, John 
Newcomb and James Dean, of Lebanon, 

A.bram Knapp and Matthew 1'iielps, of Norfolk. 

Giles and Nathaniel Hull, James Stoddart and Thaddeus 



Ephraim Case and Hezekiah R 

John Fisk and Elisha Hale, Wallingford. 

Timothy and David Hotel i lass, WateibeiTy. 
John Hyde, William and Jonathan Lyon, and Williai 
Davis. Stratford or Derby, 
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James Barman and family, and Elnalhan Wiuith, Sufueld. 

William Hurlbut ani.l Klisha Leonard, v.it.h a number of 
slaves, Springfield. 

General Lyman and these <sniigratits at length saw the 
mouth of the Mississippi, passed up to New -Orleans, there 
obtained "boats, and, utter a laborious ascent of that powerful 
stream, arrived upon the, l>\\x Black river. He settled his 
grant, but was too old io cultivate it. In a short time, his 
son died, and, before lie could arrange his own affaire, to 
return home, for the purpose of bringing out his family, the 
grave also closed over him. terminating a life, first, of honor 
and military glory, and lh.cn of sadness and misfortune. But 
the half has not yet been told of the troubles of his family, 
the last of whom wore miserable sufferers in the Creek nation, 
as will hereafter be narrated, 

Captain Matthew Phelps, one of the companions of Gen, 
Lyman, returned Vo Connecticut, and his representations of 
the fertility of the: new country excited many of the citizens, 
who resolved Lo return with him to occupy it. But various 
causes prevented their departure At length, however, they 
sailed from Middletown. Among these emigrants were Ma- 
dame Lyman, the wife of the late General, with three sons 
and two daughters : Major Timothy .Duhdu", his wife and one 
child; Sereno and Jonathan D wight, of North. Hampton; 
Benjamin Day and his family ; Harry I) wight and three 
slaves ; Joseph Leonard and Joshua Flowers, with their fami- 
lies, from Springfield ; the Rev. — — ■ Smith and his family, 
from Granville ; Mrs. Elnattian Smith and children, and John 
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■. Fell, iuid his family, from Sulfield, together ■.villi Captain 
Phelps, wife and children, with many others.* 

After a voyage of three months, attended with many dan- 
gers, the party reached New-Orleans, on the 1st August. 
If lire, obtaining' boats, they began to stian the muddy c-iitoiiI 
of the Mississippi. Mrs. flowery an estimable lady, who was 
too sick to continue the voyage, was left at Point Coupee, 

■ where she soon died. The eldest daughter of Captain Phelps 
was seized with a. violent fever, and, in a few days after, the 
enterprizing father became -id.", with the same disease. Many 
of the emigrants suffered with fever, and the boats were 
moved slowly up (he river, by the feeble efforts of those who 
were less debilitated. Captain Phelps and all his children 
becoming prostrated with disease, his boat was tied to the 
willows, while the others continued the voyage. His intimate 
friend, Leonard, who had messed with him at sea, arrived at 
Natchez, where lie buried his wife. The boat containing the 

Lymans and the Rev. Smith reached Natchez about the 

same time, a few days after which the worthy minister closed 
his earthly career, and was soon followed to Jus long home by 
the refined and estimable "Major D wight. At length, those 
of this party who were let':, readied the liig Black, and the 
improvements made by General Lyman. Here Madam Ly- 
man soon died, and was buried by the side of her husband 



* Memoirs and Advi'iilim": of Captain Matthew Phelps, f 
also his Appendix, pp. GO-G.'t. 
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The unfortunate Phelps remained in Ilia boat, which was 
anchored fifteen miles above Point Coupee, when liis daugh- 
ter, Abigail, died. He was compelled to bury her with his 
own hands. All '.his time, it was only at intervals that bis 
family were able to assist each other in the severe fits of the 
ague which afflicted them. 

The Disposer of Kvc-nts removed from this distressed man 
an infant, bom on the ocean, whom the sailors had named 
"Atlantic." Phelps again had to perforin the melancholy 
task i,i dicing a gi.'r-'-'i', -nd bmying the boy by il:« side of 
his lovely sister. Mr. Flowers, the other members of whose 
family had died below, came, with his child, in a small boat, 
to the gloomy habitation >.,■;' I'hclps. They now both ob- 
tained a larger boa 1 ., and, planing hi it. their joint effects, began 
again to ascend the river. The Phelpses were worn to skele- 
tons, but, struggling Lot ward, sig;iin>t. singular adversity, and 
buoyed up with the hope- of brighter scenes, they finally 
arrived at the landing of Natchez. Advancing, after a few 
days, they reached the Petit Gulf, where lived Philip Al- 
ston, a gentleman of wealth and humanity. Mrs. Phelps, 
worn down with trouble and disease, was rapidly approaching 
dissolution. In a few days she died, and Alston had her 
remains decently interred. He did all in his power to alle- 
viate the sorrows of the unhappy husband, and sheltered him 
and his two remaining children under his hospitable roof. A 
few days after wards, the fated l.'helps began again to move 
up the river, and, upon gaining Grand Gulf, entered the hos- 
pitable abode of an old acquaintance. Leaving this place, he 
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came in sight of the mouth of the Big Black liver, having 
consumed nearly one hundred days in performing a voyage 
from New-Orleans, which can uow be accomplished in a few 
hours. Near this place, three years before, lie had purchased 
some improvements. Captain Phelps was so debilitated, that 
he had hired a lad, of fourteen years of age, and a man, by 
the name of Knapp, to propel his boat. Upon entering the 
Big Black, the captain and tlie boy, disembarking, walked 
along the bank, dragging the boal after them with a long 
line, while Knapp remained on hoard, to steer, in company 
with the children, a boy of (ivo and a girl of ten years of 
age. The children were quietly sitting upon the bed on 
which they had 'suffered so much. Presently the boat en- 
tered a whirlpool, which forced the stern under a willow. 
Knapp jumped out and swam ashore. The terrified Phelps 
secured the end of the rope around a tree, and rushed to the 
spot where his all remained in such imminent peril. Unable 
to swim, he crawled into the river upon the willow, imploring 
his daughter to remain euiet, until lie could get out her little 
brother. While the little follow was wading the water in the 
bottom of the boal, endeavoring to reach hi=. unhappy father, 
the willow began to sink, with the additional weight upon it. 
and, at that moment, an angry billow came rushing down, 
the boat suddenly wer.it under, and the poor children were 
swept rapidly off. " Oh God, save them !" was all that the 
miserable Phelps could utter. Standing upon the unsteady- 
willow, he saw them rise again to the surface, locked in each 
other's arms, and then sink forever. The bereaved man stood 
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upon the tree in mournful silence— wet, cold, emaciated — witb.- 
out property, without friends, and without children, and with 
no wife to encourage him and sympathize with him in his 
misfortunes. But Phelps was a Christian, and he bore up 
with astonishing fortitude. The calamities which had befallen 
him had been unavoidable, and yet he tortured his imagina- 
tion, for some time, with reproaches upon himself. In addi- 
tion to his weighty troubles, he found that, during his ab- 
sence, his improvements had been taken from him, by a 
wretch, who availed himself of the customs of the country' 
Phelps, however, survived all this, arid lived to be an old man, 
surrounded, in NW-lii inland, with a wife, children and plenty. 
Ho was long accustomed to relate to the sober Yankees the 
horrors which he experienced in (ho " Natchez country," with 
perfect composure: always, however, a\oiding the last terrible 
affair, when his two children, whom God had spared him, and 
with whom he had expected yet to see much happiness in the 
wilderness, rose up to his view, from their watery bed, for one 
short moment, loeki-d in each other's arms, and then went 
down forever.* 

* Memoirs and Adventures of Fhelpe, pp. 56-100. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

JOURNEY OF BARTRAM THROUGH ALABAMA. 

William IJAimiAJf, ihe bot.;iui:-t, who Iuik been mentioned 
to our remarks upon the. aborigines of the country, passed 
through the Creek nation, and went from thence to Mobile. 
He found that tin it i(nvni.;.\teiidc-d h'.oM from tiie river nearly 
half a mile. Some of the houses were vacant, and others 
were in ruins. Yet a few good buildings were inhabited by 
the French gentlemen, and others by refined emigrants from 
Ireland, Scotland, England, and the Korthern British Colonies. 
The Indian trade was under the management of Messrs. 
l and McGillivray. They conducted an extensive 
■e with the Ohiebijaws, Choeisiws and ("reeks. Their 
buildings were commodious, and well arranged for that pur- 
pose. The principal houses of the French were of brick, of 
one story, of a square form, and on a large scale, embracing 
courts in their rear's. Those of the lower classes were made 
of strong cypres- frami-s, J.il'.ed in with plaster. 

Major Earmar, one of the most respectable inhabitants of 
West Florida, who formerly had much to do with the 
rolonial government, resided at Tensaw, in sight of the pre- 
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sent Stockton, where once lived tiic tribe of Tensnw Indi- 
ans. The bluff sustained not only, his extensive improve- 
ments, but the dwellings of many French families, chiefly 
his tenants, while his extensive plantations lay up and down 
the Tensaw, on the western side. Indeed, all up that river, 
find pai'iioubirk- oil the eastern branch, were- many well culti- 
vated plantations, belonging to various settlers, while others 
were in ruins, having been abandoned by the French when 
the English took possession of the country. The plantations 
on the Mobile river, as seen live years before, have already 
been mentioned. At one of these Bartram stayed all night, in 
company with Dr. Grant, a physician of the garrison of Fort 
Charlotte. The occupant, who was an old gentleman and a 
famous hunter, annually killed three hundred deer, besides 
hears, panthers and wolves. 

Arriving at Pensaeola, Bartram received from Dr. Loiimer, 
one of the honorable council, much politeness and attention. 
Mr. Livingston, die government secretary, took him to the 
department in which he did business. Shortly afterwards, 
Gov. Chester rode by in his chariot, having been upon a 
morning ride to his farm. He received the learned botanist 
with cordiality, invited him to remain some time in the coun- 
try, to make his house his hen J -quarters, commended his 
laudable pursuits, and ottered to defray his expenses in tra- 
velling over the country under his jurisdiction. 

Pensacola, at this period, contained several hundred habita- 
tions. The governors palace was a large stone building, erected 
by the Spaniards, and ornamented with a tower. The town was 
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defended by a large sioekadi fortress, of wood, on the plan of 
a tetragon, with a salient angle at, each comer, where stood 
blockhouses a story higher than the curtains. Upon these, 
light cannon were mounted. "Within this fortress was a coun- 
cil chamber, where the records were kept, also houses for the 
officers and barracks for tin- garrison, together with arsenals 
and magazines. The secretary resided in a handsome and 
spacious house, as did some eminent, merchants and profes- 
sional gentlemen.* 

Returning to Mobile, the botanisi presently embarked iti a 
trading vessel, manned by three negroes, and set sail for 
Pearl river. Passing along the western coast, and reaching 
the mouth of Dog river, lie there landed, and entered the 
woods foT recreation. Here he saw the remains of the old 
Fort St. Louis de la Mobile, with a few pieces of iron cannon, 
and also vast iron kettles, for boiling tar into pitch. Pursuing 
his voyage, he again came to the shore, a few miles beyond, 
where resided a Frenchman, eighty years of age, who was 
active, strong and muscular ; his mother, who was present, 
and who appeared to be brisk and cheerful, was one hundred 
and five year's of age. Fifty years previous to this period, 
she had landed in Mobile, from la belle France. Arriving 
at Pearl island, Bartram took up his quarters at the house 
of a generous Englishman, named Riimsey, with -whom he 
passed a month. Leaving this place in a handsome boat, 
navigated by three negroes, he coasted along the northern 

* Bartram'a Travels, pp. 402-^07-412-414. 
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shore of Lake- Puiu chare raid, entered Lake i 
proceeded up the Amite river, for thirty miles, to the large 
plantation of a Scotch gentleman, who gave liiist a hospitable 
reception. Barti-aiu, still, ascending the Amite, next entered 
the Iberville, on the left, and it was not Jong before he reached 
a landing, at which whs sit.iiHt.cd warehouses for depositing 
English merchandize. A beautiful road, overhung with 
evergreens, led from this place to Manchae, upon the Mis- 
sissippi. Here, also, the English bad mercantile depots, 
the chief establishment of which was that of Swanson and 
McGillivray, who were Indian traders. The Iberville was 
now dry, its channel f'diig higher than the Mississippi, which 
had receded from it. It was, however, navigable in winter 
and spring, for tin 1 " .bather of Waters " then disgorged some 
portion of his tide through this channel, into the lakes. It 
also separated, as before observed, the English colony of 
"West Florida and the Spanish province of Louisiana, On 
one side of this bayou was an English fort, at Manchae, and 
just across, on the south point, was a Spanish fort. A. slender 
wooden bridge connected tire two establishments, and, strange 
to say, they were, at this time, peaceable, although such near 
neighbors. The next day Earlram began the ascent of the 
Mississippi, and, two miles above Manchae, stopped at an 
Indian town. The inhabitants, were a portion of the Ala- 
bamas, who had once lived upon the river of that name, but 
who, when the French evacuated Fort Toulouse, followed 
them to Louisiana, and here had formed an establishment 
The botanist visited Eaton Rouge, now called by the English 
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Chapter New Richmond, and various plantations on lioth aides of the 
XVI * great- liver. He was particularly pleased with the French 
planters, who had long tilled these superior lands. They 
were ingenious, industrious, and lived in ease arid great abun- 
dance. 

About the middle of "November, Burtntm returned to Mo- 
bile, by the same route, arranged his specimen plants and 
flowers, and left them in the hands of Swanson and McGilli- 
m 7 jB vray, to be shipped to Dr. Fothergill, at London. He then 
entered a boat, and went to the mansion of .Major Farmar, at 
Tensaw. The next morning he sot out for the Creek nation, 
with a caravan of traders, who transported their merchandize 
upon pack-horses. The road, like all others in an Indian 
country, was narrow and well beaten. The pack-horses were 
arranged one after the other, the oldest- and best trained in 
the lead. At nisi it they were belled, avid turned out to grama 
in the woods. In the morning, so much time was occupied 
in collecting them, arranging their packs, and preparing 
breakfast, that the sun was high before a start was made. 
Then these faithful animals fell into line on the trail, like 
regular soldier, and began a brisk trot, which, was continued 
all day, amid the raiding of their bei's and the whooping and 
cursing of the drivers. 

When near the site of the present city of Montgomery, 

the caravan met a party of Georgians, consisting of a man, 

in? his wife, a young woman, several young children, and three 

stout young men, with a dozen iiorsos, l.aden with their effects. 

These fearless people had passed through the Creek nation, 
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then very extensive, and wore on their way to 3<;ttle upon tho chapter 
Alabama, a. few miles above the toullueiiea of that river and ^^* 
the Tombigby. They are believed lo have been among the 
first Anglo-Americans who settled hi the present Baldwin 

comity* 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

AN ACCOUNT OF TEE McGILLIVRAY FAMILY— 
THE REVOLUTIONARY "WAR. 

: War had now rawed between the mother country and 
her colonies of North America, for more- than three years. 
It had become fierce and sanguinary along the Atlantic. But 
the people of West Ij=" 1 ■. > i-i tl e t, whoso government was composed 
chiefly of military dependencies, had hitherto enjoyed peace. 
They were mostly loyal subjects of the King. But now, 
even in this remote region, the contest began to be felt. The 
Creek Indians were relied upon, mainly, by the British au- 
thorities, to harass the whig inhabitants of Georgia and Ca- 
rolina. They had stationed at Hickory Ground, the site of 
the lower suburbs of the modern "Wetumpka, Colonel Tait, 
an English officer, of captivating address, for the purpose of 
influencing the Creeks in behalf of the King. There, he 
soon became acquainted with the most gifted and remarkable 
man that ever was born upon the soil of .Alabama, the his- 
tory of whose family will now be given. 

A Scotch boy, of sixteen years of age, who had read of 
the wonders to be seen in America, ran away from his wealthy 
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and respectable parents, living in Dun mag hiss, and entered a chaptee 
ship which was bound for South -Carolina. lie arrived, with- XVIL 
out accident, at the port of Charleston. Young Lachlan 
McGillivray there first set his feet upon American soil. He 
then had no property, except a shilling in his pocket, a suit 
of clothes upon his back, a red head, a stout frame, an honest 
heart, a fearless disposition, mid cheerful spirits, which seldom 
became depressed. About this period, the English were con- 
ducting an extensive commerce with the Cherokees, Chicka- "35 
saws and those of the Creeks who were not in the interest of 
the French. Young Moliillivraj repaired to the extensive 
quarters of the traders, in (he suburbs of Charleston. There 
he saw hundreds of pLtek-Lor.se*, pack-saddles, and curious 
looking pack-horsemen, in de mi-civilized garbs, together with 
packs of merchandize, ready to be carried to the wilderness, 
The keen eyes of one. of these tradera soon fell upon the smart 
Scotch boy, who, he saw at a glance, would l>e useful to him. 
The next day, Lachlan might, have been seen, in the pine 
woods, several miles distant from Charleston, mounted upon 
a horse, and driving others before him, in company with a 
whole caravan of traders. Arriving upon the Chattahoochie, 
his master, as a reward, for his activity and accommodating 
spirit, gave him a jack knife, which he sold to an Indian, 
receiving in exchange a few deer skins. These he sold in 
Charleston, upon his return, and the proceeds of this adven- 
ture laid the foundation of a large fortune. In the course of 
a few years, he became one of the boldest and most enter- 
prising traders in the whole country. Whether it was owing 
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ohaptek to a supftfiin 1 address, a fearless disposition, or, which is more 
X¥n - probable, a leaning towards (ho 1' Yen eh, for personal interests, 
he even extended hi- commerce, without interruption, to the 
very neighborhood of Fort- Toulouse. 

At the Hickory Ground, a few miles above that fovt, he 
found a beautiful girl, by the name of Sehoy Marchand, 
whose father once eommarn:led sit Fort. Toulouse, and was there 
killed, in 1722, by his own soldiers, as we have already seen. 
Her mother was a full-blooded Creek woman, of the tribe of 
the Wind, the most aristocratic and powerful family in the 
Creek nation. Sehoy was an Indian name, which had at- 
tached to many persons of the family, time out of mind. 

Sehoy Marchand, when first seen by young' Laehlan McGil- 
livray, was a maiden of sixteen, cheerful in countenance, be- 
witching in looks, and graceful in form. Her unfortunate 
father, Captain Marchand, was a Frenchman, of dark com- 
plexion, and, consequently, this beautiful girl scarcely looked 
light enough for a half blood ; but then, her slightly curled 
hair, her vivacity, and peculiar gesticulation, unmistakably 
exposed her origin. It was not long before Laehlan and 
Sehoy joined their destinies in marriage, according to the 
ceremony of the country. The husband established a trading- 
house at Little T'allase, four miles above Wctuuipka, on the 
Ahoni nti east bank of the Coosa, and there tuok home his beautiful 
wife. The Indian tradition ran, that, while pregnant with 
her first child, she repeatedly dreamed of piles of manuscripts, 
of ink and paper, and 'heaps of books, more than her eyes 
had ever beheld in the fort, when, a child, she used to visit 
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her father. She was delivered of a boy, who received the 
name of Alexander, and who, when grown to mf>n!ioois, 
wielded a pen which commanded the admiration and respect 
of Washington and his cabinet, and which influenced the 
policy of all Spanish Florida. 

Lachlan McGillivray, assisted hy bin alliance with the most 
influential family in the Creek nation, continued to extend his 
commerce. He became wealthy, and owned two plantations, 
well stocked with negroes, upon the Savannah, besides stores 
filled with Indian merchandize, in t!ie towns of Savannah and 
Augnsta. When his son, Alexander, was fourteen years of 
age, he earned him to Charleston, by the consent of his wife, 
for we have seen that, among the Creeks particularly, the 
children always belonged to the mother. He was placed at 
school in that town, and. after a few years, was transferred to 
a counting-house at Savannah. Tint Alexander had a distaste 
for business, and, while the other clerks were delving among 
the goods, and squabbling with the pack-horse traders, he 
was accustomed to steal to some corner, and there pore 
over the histories of Kutopean nations. Having an inordinate 
thirst after knowledge, Lis father, through the advice of his 
friends, again carried him to Charleston, and placed him with 
a clergyman of his name, with whom, in a short time, he 
mastered the Greek and l.aiiii tongues, and became a good 
belles lettres scholar. But Alexander was now a man. He 
had a thousand times thought, and dreamed, of his bow and 
arrows, his blow-gun, his mother's house, by the side of the 
clear and beautiful Coosa, in which he used to fish and bathe 
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with the Indian lads of his own »ge — of the old warrior?, who 
had so ofti'ii recounted to him the deeds of his ancestors — of 
the bright eyes of his two lovely sister-, Sophia, and Jea'nnet — 
yes, he remembered all. these, and, one day, he turned Ilia 
back upon civilization, and his horse'.-, head towards his native 
land. 

About this time, (.lie Chiefs of (he ('.'reck nation were get 
ting into much trouble with the people of Georgia, and with 
anxiety they had awaited the time when Alexander McGilli- 
vray could, by his descent from the Wind family, assume the 
affairs of their government. His arrival now was most op- 
portune, and the first we hear of him, after he had so sud- 
denly left Charleston, he was presiding at a grand national 
council, at the town of Coweta, upon the Chattahoochie, 
where the adventurous Leeho'c, Milt'ori was introduced to him, 
as we have seen, lie was, at this time, about thirty years of 
age. He was then in great power, for he had already become 
an object of attention, on the part of the British authorities 
of the Floridas. "When Col. Tait was stationed upon the 
Coosa, they conferred upon Alexander McGillivray the rank 
and pay of a colonel, and associated him with Tait, for the 
purpose of procuring, through them, tie alliance of the Creek 
nation, in the war of the revolution. McGillivray, through- 
out the whole war, was devoted to their interests, and it was 
natural that lie should have pursued that course, towards 
those who first honored him; besides, his father, a man of 
sreiif. influence, was also a, royalist. 

Col. McGillivray was tall, rather slender, and of a consti- 
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tution by no means robust. To be a leader in war was not , 

his forte, and was unsuited to bis tastes mid habits. 'His 
groat power lay in diplomacy, and in the controlling of men, 
as the reader will often see, in perusing this history at a later 
date. In 1778, he carried on an extensive correspondence 
with the British colonial governments! of Florida, and also 
with that of the province of Georgia, and was indefatigable 
in co-operating with Tait, in confederating (.he Indians against 
the whigs. During the war, he led, in person, several expe- 
ditions, with that officer; but his chief reliance was upon 
Lcelerc Milfort, a man at ouee bold, dating, enthusiastic, pos- 
sessed of an iron constitution, and every way qualified to lead 
Indians into battle. Tie often did so, while Col. McGillivray 
remained at home, controlling the arbitrary Chieis, and com- 
pelling them to raise warriora for his King. All the while, 
McGillivray was not unmindful of the aggrandizement of 
himself and his nation, for it must be borne in mind that 
the blood which coursed his veins was Scotch, French and 
Indian. During the decorate struggle for human liberty, 
he acted in concert with many royalists, who had fled to East 
Florida, among the most conspicuous of whom wei'e Colonel 
Daniel McGirth, and his brother, Captain James McGirth. 
They were bad men, but were brave and enterprising, and 
well suited to the times. Colonel McGirth commanded the 
"Florida Ranger?," whose sudden and sanguinary attacks 
the whigs of Georgia- often severely felt. Leaving Colo- 
nel McGillivray, with his red army and white allies, en- 
gaged iii expeditions most harassing to the Georgians, on 
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their \W'-leru frontier, «e hasten to poriray the <r.\<-Ui i iu" series 
about Natchez.* 

Here, also, the revolution began to be felt. James Willing, 
of Philadelphia, with a small body of American soldiers, arrived 
at Natchez, by way of the Ohio. The port? upon that river, and 
the Upper Mississippi, had fallen into the hands of the Ameri- 
cana, and had been supplied, tor more than a year, by shipments 
from New-Orleans, in consequence of a private- arrangement 
between Don Galvcz and Oliver I'oUock, the American agent 
at New-Orleans. Willing was now sent to further that end, 
and he was supplied with blank commissions, and authorized 
to recruit for the American service. Knowing that the in- 
habitants of this part of West Florida were loyal subjects of 
Britain, to allay their opposition to his schemes, lio first 
soughtto place them in a neutral position. A man of inge- 
nuity and address, he. made soeeehes, eloquently depicting the 
justice of our cause, and the certainty of final success, and 
asserted that five thousand troops were then on their way to 
protect these inhabitants from the aggressions of the British 
government. Ho generally prevailed on them to take an 
oath of strict neutrality. Also enlisting a hundred men, 
whose officers he commissioned, he continued his voyage to 

* MS. in ray possession. Also iuiormiuion ilc-iveil from conversa- 
tions with the inteliisU'iii r.irce mid nephew of Col. McCJillivray, still 
living; also with ohl Imiian traders, who knew him in those times. 
See also Mfl&it'B . " Sejour dans la Nation Creek," and McCall's His- 
tory of Georgia. 



tasted b^Google 



■nn; r.LM.Ti*iL i.n ajwrama and mi^l-^utl 



he made himself master of an Knglir-h armed ship, which he 
conveyed to New-Orleans, sold to the Spaniards, and wasted 
the avails in debauchery. With two subalterns, and forty of 
Ms original party, he relumed to Manchnc, plundered the 
plantations, without distinction, and rioted upon the booty. 
In the meantime, the Natchez people, hearing of these out- 
rages, formed a large armed association, for their protection, 
and stationed themselves about the mouth of St, Catharine, not 
far below Natchez, to prevent the ascent of Captain Willing. 
He was presently seen to approach, hat turned his boats to the 
opposite side of the Mississippi. Through the effects of a 
flag, and upon his orofessions of friendship, and assurances 
that he intended no injury to this section of the country, he 
received permission from the "settlers '' to come over to them, 
across tho river. After some consultation, he despatched 
LieuteiiiiVit Harrison, with a command, in a boat. In the 
meantime, the " associated settlors,"' reposing confidence in 
the promises of Willing, had abandoned their defensive posi- 
tions, and now sat and lay upon the banks, at their ease. 
When the boat approached "near enough, the gunner, by the 
orders of Lieutenant Harrison, fired a swivel upon the settlers, 
by which many were wounded. The latter instantly rose up, 
in great confusion, returned the lire with, their guns, riddled 
the boat, and hilled Lieutenant Harrison, and seven of his 
men. The others came ashore, and surrendered. Willing, 
with his remaining banditti, (led to Manchac, sailed over to 
the Tensaw settlements, above Mobile, and endeavored, in 



tosied^Google 



■J'.U.i-: LiUiTlSIJ liN A.LAfiA.MA AMD .Ull-^ISl^UTl. 

; vain, to enlist, those people in bis enuse, JTc was eventually 
made a prisoner of war, and kept in the British camp, in 
chains, and was not released until Uii' close of V770. 

The inhabitants now considered themselves absolved from 
their oath of neutrality, by the- baseness of Captain Willing, 
and they all swore to defend the government of the King. They 
elected officers, repaired old Fort Panmnre, and occupied it 
with a regular garrison. They also maivhed, in April, to the 
relief of the people in the neighborhood of fclanehac, from 
which place Willing had already fled. Thus, by the indis- 
cretions arid outrages of the ihst American command sent 
here, our glorious cause was materially injured.* 

Port Panmure, at the Natchez, in a short time, received as 
a commander, Michael Jackson, a- native of New-England, an 
abandoned horse-thief, who had been driven from the borders 
of civilization. During the whole of (he fall and winter, this 
man, now a captain in the British sen 



* Memoirs and Adventures of Phelps, pp. 107-120- This author 
was one of the " assueiatcd sctikr*," ami appears to have been a con- 
scientious and truth! Lil man. Hi-: is sustained by .kdge Martin, in his 
History of Louisiana, vol. 2, pp. 42-3, in regard to the outrage? of 
Willing. It is, however, due to the descendants of that officer, to ob- 
serve, that Monette, in his History of" the. Valley of the Mississippi, 
represents him as a brave and honorable man, and severely censures 
the " associated settlers" for die perfidy which they displayed hi the 
fire upon Harrison and his command. I, however, after a careful and 
dispassionate examination, believe the sUitenicii of Phelps, See Mo- 
nette, voi. 1, pp. 434-6. Monette quote-; Ellicotrs Journal, pp. 131-2. 
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dissatisfaction, by his oppressions and extortions. Colonel chapter 
Hutchens, an influential citizen of Natchez, put himself at the XV1L 
head of the malcontents, arrested and ton fined Jackson, and 
placed Captain Thaddeus Lyman in command. On promising 17 ' 8 
to leave the country, lie was; released ; but, the first night 
after his dismission from the fort, he was joined by thirty 
deserters, who were as abandoned as himself. Jackson now 
stationed himself •' under the hill," where be seized some 
military stores and artillery. Sending runners to the Choc- 
taws, they returned with a tovisidera'jle forte of these savages. 
Jackson now exuhiugly lired his artillery upon the fort ; but 
his Indian allies, seeing rbe British flag flying from the ram- 
parts, and learning the nature of the dispute, refused to be 
made the instruments of the rascal, and retired peaceably to 
their homes. Seeing himself abandoned, Captain 
rei"]Utsttd n parley, which was agreed to, and he was 
with bis men, to enter the fort, and there peaceably to remain, 
until the whole affair should midergo an investigation. Here 
he soon raised a mutiny, and, one night, caused the drums 
suddenly to beat to arms, and, seizing Captain Lyman, placed 
him in close confinement. His tyranny caused many to 
desert, who were pursued by a detachment, under Lieutenant 
Pentaeost. An engagement took place, when Pentacost was 
killed, and the. deserters made their escape to the Spanish 
garrison, at Mancbac, across the Iberville. Again Jackson 
was overthrown, and (breed to retire ; but, before doing so, be 
robbed the fort of all the valuables which he could transport,* 

• Phelps, pp. 191-197, 
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. In this manner, the royalist* were divided, and in the midst 
of their dissensions, a largo number of vjiigs wore scattered 
about the country, anxiou-lv awaiting Liu; time when they 
should be joined by aid from a distance, under Colonel Clark, 
of Virginia. 

Although Spain had long experienced evasions of her 
revenue laws, on the part of the British, and had been com- 
pelled to establish a fort at Manehac, to prevent them, never- 
theless she had, 1111 So this period, maintained a neutrality in 
the war' waging between England and the United American 
Colonies. But France' had not been an indifferent spectator, 
and the leaning of that power towards us brought about a 
collision with arbitrary John Bull, Spain interposed her 
friendly efforts to effect s reconciliation ; but the canine pro- 
pensities of England were aroused, and that ungenerous 
government declared war again*!. Spain, as well as France. 
His Catholic Majesty, fired at the ruthless manner in which 
he had been treated, for ;i friendly act, now resolved to dis- 
possess England of every foot of land in the Floridas. Ac- 
cording to his directions, Don Galvez, the governor of his 

. i province of Louisiana, stood before Fort Bute, at Manchac, 
with a force of fourteen hundred men. After a resistance of 
five days, it was carried by storm, and utterly demolished. 
Reinforced by a number of militia, including American pa- 
triots, Galvez inarched up and invested Baton Rouge. After 
a severe cannonade, of two hours and a half, Colonel Dickson, 
the British commander, surrendered the fort, and a garrison 
of four hundred regulars and one hundred militia. Fort 
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Panmure, at the Natchez, a small fort and garrison on the ( 
Amite, and another, at Thompson's Creek, were also surren- 
dered, at the same time. 

Leaving Don Gravid pro in command, at I Saton Rouge, and, 
ending Spanish detachment; to the other fort?, wide!), had 
already yielded to his arms, Galvez returned to New-Orleans, 
and there began oxte.nsive preparations tor the reduction of 
Mobile. After encountering a terrible storm, which came 
near destroying his transports and stores, he landed his ar- 
my a little helow Mobile, early in Match, 1780. Fort Char- 
lotte refused to surrender, and Galvez planted his six bat- 
teries. A severe cannonade opened a breach in the fort, when 
the British oilicer capitulated, by the surrender of Mobile, 
and all its dependencies, extending' from the i'erdido to the 
Pearl rivirr. Titus, (In- Spaniards were now in po~:---ioi: of 
all West Florida, except, Pensaeola, and the country as far 
as the Ch.attahooch.ie. Knowing the great strength of Pen- 
sacola, Galvez determined to be well prepared for a siege, 
He put in requisition all his disposable regular forces and 
militia, both of Louisiana and of the country which lie had 
conquered, and, in the meantime, sailed to Havana, to obtain 
more troops and heavier artillery. With a large number of 
well-equipped troops, and an abundance of stoves and ord- 
nance, he entered the bay of Penfiacola with ..his fleet, while 
his Louisiana and Mobile forces marched across the country, 
from the mouth of the Perdido. Being invested, both by sea 
and by land, General Campbell, after a vigorous defence, in 
which he was assisted by the Creek Indians, finally surren- 
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dered. The Creeks, on this occasion, were commanded by 
William Augustus Howies, an interesting person, who will 
figure in our iiriiTriiiiv lii.-ivaflvr. 

The town of Pensarola. the Ibvti'c^ and seaport, with eight 
hundred men, as prisoners of war, and the whole of "West 
Florida, thus fell into the bands of rh.e .King of Spain. The 
victorious Galvez received many honors for his MUiant ser- 
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CHAPTER XVIIt. 



EXTREME PERILS AND SUFFERINGS OF THE 
NATCHEZ REFUGEES. 



During- the siege of Pensacola, a series of events, of a 
interesting and romantic character, began at Natchez, and xvnl - 
afterwards ended, with nnptivri'lolr-d sulicnng.s, in the vast 
Indian wilderness, which o.\toni:!ed from thence to the Ogechee 
river, in llui disLauL province of Georgia. Some cili/ens of 
the Natchez district, the most prominent of whom were 
Philip Alston, Colonel Hutcheus, John Alston, Captain irai 
Thaddeus Lyman, Thompson Lyman, Jacob Blomont, and 
Jacob Winfrey, put themselvea at the head of a large party 
of royalists, for the purpose of seizing Fort Panmure, and 
expelling therefrom the Spanish troops, who had held it since 
September, 1T80. They had learned that a powerful British 
fleet was off the Florida coast, whose object, was the re-oceu- 
pation of this coum.ry. ;>skI, believing that. Don Galvez had 
already been defeated, ;u IVnsaeola, 'Vy resolved immediate- 
ly to anticipate what they supposed would be the desire of 
their King. Having assembled a large body of Choctaws, 
tie insurgents assumed a position upon au eminence, above Aprils 
the town of Natchez., in fall view of the fort. At night they 
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CHAPTER advanced, and planted their artillery ?o as to bear upon the 
xviii. wor lt S ; b u t, when d;ty approached, the Sptitiish cannonade 
compelled them to retire. During the succeeding twenh--fonr 
hours, the tiring continued between (he parties. The com- 
April£8 mandanl pent a flag U> Colon'-] Ilutehens, representing the 
danger of rebellion, and proi [limine the clemency of his go- 
vernment, if the people would disperse, after they should 
have surrendered the ring-leaders, An answer was promised, 
to he returned the next day. J.'urirjg the inierval, the mal- 
Aptit contents arrested a man, hearing a despatch to the Spanish 
commandant, Tt was tVoni Captain Melnt.osh, a warm i'viend 
of the Spaniards, who lived in the neighborhood, and who 
wrote, entreating the commandant to hold out a little while 
longer, when he would he supported by friends from the 
country. His letter was destroyed, and another substituted, 
written by one who could imitale the allograph of Mcintosh. 
It was conveyed to the Spanish commandant, and disclosed 
the astounding new?., thai the insurgents, by means of a deep 
ravine, which was at the base of the fort, had formed a cavern, 
loading diivctly under the fort, in which ;i. vast, quantity of 
powder had been placed, ready to be exploded by a train ; 
that the people of the country were flocking to the standard 

of the enemy, and he, conse I] . suggested an honorable 

surrender, Not suspecting (lie fraud, the Spanish command- 
ant, in his confusion and alarm, surrendered the fort, and 
marched his garrison to Baton Rouge, 

But the exulting insurgents were, in a few days, deprived 
of the fruits of their victory. The news reached them, that 
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General Campbell wns defeated, and that the whole of West chapter 
Florida had been surrendered to Spin. Consternation seized XTIIt - 
every one. They knew tii.at (hoy should receive no mercy at M 
the hands of those whom they had harassed by rebellion, 
and conquered by stratagem. Abandoning the fort, they fled 
to the cane swamps, with their wives, children, horses, and 
movable effects, with the determination of cutting their way 
to (hi? 1'ritish settlements on the Savannal ]."'■' The avenues 
by the Mississippi were closed against them, by the Spaniards 
below, and the American whigs above. In a short time, more 
than one hundred individuals, besides slaves, moulded upon 
horse--, and with other horses laden with their effects, .set oil 
to avoid the Spaniards, whom they had expected hourly to 
arrive at Natchez. Many of the, children were small, and 
some were at the breast They began their painful and dis- 
tressing flight, by smiting towards the prairie country, in the 
present State of Mississippi. Wishing to avoid the Chicka- 
saws and Choctaws. into whose power they feared to fall, a 
circuitous route was wholly unavoidable, and they wandered 
from point, to point, as their desperate rhvun Glances led them. 
It was during an unusually dry spring, a.nd the prairies, 
which they had now reached, afforded them no water. At one 
time, they suffered from the want of it with an intensity more 
than ordinary human beings, it ivould seem, could bear. 
Bordering upon desperation, and becoming bewildered, the 

* Memoirs and Advc:>lurns of Pheip;, Appuiuhx, pp. 4-5. Monctte, 
vol. 2, pp. 462-3. 
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Chapter general direction, which thev had endeavored to keep, was 
S¥m - abandoned, and they now strolled over the country, with 
June parched lips, under the burning rays of the sun, and amid 
the heart-rending cries of llu? children. Ever and anon, their 
anxious eyes fell upon distant dumps of trees, and their spi- 
rits revived, in the hope thai, there certainly would be found 
the sweet beverage of nature. Pushing on, to the delusive 
spot, they found it as moistureless as the land over which 
they had travelled. Mrs. Dwigbt, a- heroine upon this event- 
ful march, was descended from one of the best families of 
Nov, Hv.M-hiud. She exhorted the miserable caravan to perse- 
vere in their efforts to find water, although more than thirty- 
six hours had passed since they had wet their months. They 
now halted, and erected a small camp. The men, leaving the 
women and children in the camp, hunted, for hours, for water, 
but, towards evening, returned with their tongues exposed, 
and fell down in despair. The noble Mrs. Dwight now set 
out, in company with several men and women. Fortune led 
her to the foot of two adjoining hills. The surface of the 
ground was spongy, and here, by her directions, they began 
to dig. Hitherto, they had not resorted to this plan, but had 
-wandered from point to point, expecting to find running 
streams. The signs of moisture increased, and presently 
slow drippings commenced, .Kedouhling their exertions, they 
struck a fountain. "Thank God!'' was the shout of all. A mes- 
senger rapidly bore back the tidings. The miserable wretches 
rose from the ground, and ru-hed to the spot. Dr. D wight, the 
husband of the lady mentioned above, stationed a guard over 
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the spring, until, by Laihing the iempk>s and the palms ot' ( 
the hands, they could drink a few drops, without fatal conse- 
quences. With their horses, also, who seemed as if they 
would tear up the very earth, and destroy every thing that 
obstructed their passage to the water, they adopted the pru- 
dent course, of allowing small quantities at a time. All 
night, a continual drinking went on. The next day. : i!lltig 
their vessels from this sprin<r, they continued north-Hast, and, 
on that day, happily reached some of the sources of the 
Ti'inl. :;;!", , But now ihoir provisions were exhausted. They 
killed and devoured the few things which crossed their route, 
and the meat of a- large terrapin, divided into small pieces, 
once saved their lives. They had but little ammunition, 
which was reserved for defence alone. Having lost their 
compass, they could only follow the sun, which was some- 
times obscured by clouds. It rained occasionally, now that 
they had erossed the prairies. Sow and then they came 
across small hunting parties of Indians, who, at night, robhed 
them of their pack-horses and plundered their effects. In 
addition to ail these misfortunes, a loathsome disease spread 
in the camp. Finally, after wandering nearly to the Ten- 
nessee river, and then marching in a nearly southern direc- 
tion, they reached the Tombigby. about the site of the pre- 
sent town of Aberdeen, where they crossed upon rafts, con- 
structed of diy logs. They next made the "Warrior, at the 
Tuscaloosa Falls, which they crossed, by alternately wading 
and swimming, from rock to rock. Unfortunately, from this 
point, they assumed an improper direction, tearing to fol- 
3* 
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; low any trail, they, after a long time, found themselves 

among the mountains of Blount: county, Alabama. Having 
come thus far, again, towards the Tenured, tltey thought 
(hat they might reach Georgia, by wav of the Cherohec 
nation, and they continued in that, direction, until, one day, 
in a distant i-alLov, they saw so.ra« persons approaching. All 
was breathless suspense. Presently an old Indian-trader, 
with two Chickasaw Tndimts, rode up, for they west! now upon 
a trail. Shocked at the condition of the miserable eara\';jn. 
the trad' >r generously gave them all the provisions he had, 
and shared among them his last gallon of taffai.* He 
warned tliem not to attempt to roach Georgia through the 
Tennessee monntains, for they would meet, with insurmount- 
able obstacles, and be cut off by the Cherokeos, many of 
whom were now in the interest of (he whigs ; bo(, advised 
them, to assume a southern direction, and enter the Creek 
nation, the inliahitanls of which wore entirely under the in- 
fluence of Colonel "MeGillivray, who was a man of humanity, 
and a friend of King George. Turning immediately south- 
ward, they once more struck through the woods, re-crossed 
the mountains, and. after incessant toil and hunger, passed 
over those which border the Cahawba. Most of tbem had 
to walk, and lead their horses over the perilous rocks, while 
their naked feet bled at every pore. Finally, the caravan 
arrived upon the banks of tin's Coosa, in f.he upper part of 

* A mean Ncw-lin^h:ud ruin, tiw uiily spirituous liquor drank, in 

'Juno days, by 111.; huUins. 
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ilio- present county of .Autauga, a. few miles below tin; ilig 
Island. Here the river was wide and deep, and ils bottom 
rock)'. But occasionally it. was partially obstructed by small 
clumps of rocks, between which rushed tlie rapid current. 
The feeble wanderers lay down upon the wild banks, with- 
out energy to construct a rail, indeed, some believed that si 
raft would lie turn to pieces l>y the rocks. Mr*. I) wight, who 
continued to infuse a spirit of resolution into the parly, winch 
had, thus far, overcome- all difficulties, put herself forward, 
and declared thai, if but one man would accompany her, she 
would attempt the passing of the, river, when, perhaps, on 
the other side, they might, rind a canoe, or some better cross- 
ing- pbioe. Her husband, roused by her intrepidity, swore 
that he would not suffer his wife to risk her life for die good 
of the company, without sharing in her perils. These two, 
with one other, then plunged their horses into the river, and 
(he current carried them some distance, down, to a dry bed of 
rocks. I'roeeeding over these, to the farther end of the ledge, 
the two horsemen plunged froina steep rock, and disappeared 
under the- water, but, presently arose, and their faithful horses 
carried them to the opposite shore, Mrs, IVight, shutting 
her eyes, then made the iearfu! leap, and arose with her hands 
hold of ihe horn of her saddle. She, t^o, happily reached 
the opposite shore. Then the- fearless parly gave a \vhoop_ 
to encourage their anxious friends, whom they had left be- 
hind. A mile above Lais they found a large, old .Indian earioe, 
which had been stove against the rocks, Stopping the seams 
with whatever they could obtain, the two men went over the 
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chapter river ill it, to their com r ados, leaving- the spirited Mrs. Dwiglit 
xvm. w ^ ^ e ] 1OTSCS . Then the vide and angry Coosa roared and 
lashed its shores, separating her from every friend she had 
upon car:]]. 

In the course, of that day and the next, the whole party 
were safely boated over. Proceeding some twenty miles 
far-.her, they approached the ('red; town, called by the tra- 
ders the "Hickory ( f round," embraced in the southern sub- 
urbs of the present "Wetumpka, on the east bank of the same 
liver which they had crossed. It is impossible to imagine 
a more forlorn hand, or one more agitated by hopes and fears. 
This was the first Indian town which they had had the bold- 
r..a*!r to approach, since they left XakJicc. for, hid.eod, '.faring 
the whole of their travels, they expected, every moment, to 
be tracked out^ and all suddenly butchered. They now' held 
a consultation, and it was decided to despatch three of their 
most plausible men, as ambassadors, to implore the compas- 
sion and hospitality of the inhabitants. With | : : ; ^ . : : ■ 1 1 1 1 i ■ : 
trai hearts, these men rode on, leaving their companions behind, 
to await the issue. As they rode up to the square, the 
squaws were hoeing theirgreen corn, and the warriors reposed 
by the sides of their cabins. The reader has often seen the 
fierce niasliff as he slumbered in the yard, or the liger of a 
menagerie, as lie do/.ed in hi- cage, arouse- out of Ins sleep, 
erect his ears, move Ins tail, and throw his fiery eyes upon 
strangers, as they entered. He can then imagine the sudden 
and fierce looks which Ihc lusty warriors bestowed upon these 
I, way-worn and. mi,-: era fie men. Colonel Mef'illivray, 
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unfortunately, was from home, for this place was one of his ohaptbb 
residences. The Indians scanned tinnv saddles closely, and, XVIlr ' 
as they were like those of the Georgians, they believed they 
were whigs. In vain they asserted that they were royalists, 
ain.l good friends of the Creeks. About seventy of the sava- 
]£■■-■ hji'iiii'da circle around them. Tn vain did they allege 
the defenceless slate of themselves, their company behind, 
with their wretched women and children, their destitution of 
provisions, and the frank and friendly manner in which they . 1J ? 
had entered their town. The expedition appeared to be 
mvstetious, the motives which led to ii inexplicable, and. the 
unfortunate saddles, upon which they rode, contradictory to 
all their professions. A vehement debate began among the 
Indian-, of which only a few ill-boding words were undent nod. 
such as Virr/mianx ! fowj knives! no good! From all ap- 
pearances, the fate of the wanderers was scaled. Instantly 
every warrior seized his. knife, even' face became distorted 
with wrath, every eye lighted up with Herce and gloomy ven- 
geance. 

Colonel McGillhray had a body servant. He was a smart 
black fellow, named T'aro, who understood the English lan- 
guage as we'd as ho did the Indian tongue. He had been oft' 
on a journey, and, at this moment, rode up among the excited 
throng. He demanded the cause of the tumult. They re- 
plied that these strangers were Georgians, were bad men, no 
friends to them or to their father, the King of Great Britain. 
ami ought to be put to death. The ambassadors now ap- 
pealed, to Lin- i-i-.i.To. and u'ave him an account of the nature 
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of their journey, ilu expressed himself fully satislii J, ami 

i'lldL-ilVOl'lld tO dl^-buse the minds of the- savages. .Bin tlieV 

reinnined inflexible, when l'aro called them fools am! mad- 
men. On account of their ft fir of McCillivray, they did not 
resent his oileiisive langnnge. but insured him that ill': death 
of the strangers, and their fiends behind, was resolved upon. 
A warrior, tnori' moderate than the rest, said io the white 

mell, " IF YOU TEL]. THE Tlll.iTU, MARK THE 1'APEH TALK." The 

iii^i-iiini.i-. I *: i !■■ :- i-a'.igiit the idea, and asked the men if they 
had nor. kept a journal of their travels. They replied. Mo ! 
lie then risked if they had any paper about litem, with wri- 
ting on it, and >aid anything would do. One of them tbund 
an old letter in bis poeket, which, aoeording to the directions 
of i'aro, he pretended to read, sluvh.i and. -\ote<r>-i'.lii. giving a 
complete his lory of their flight from .Natchez, and the cause 
of it Paro, all the time, interpreted it to the Indian-, with 
great animation. As the recital went on, their countenances 
gradually -of: ened. and, bolbro it, was iini-lied. the gloom gave 
way to a smile, and the ferocity was succeeded by frierd-hip. 
The whole body put up their knives, and coming, one by one, 
to the ambassadors, shook ihcm cordially by the hand, and 
welcomed them to the town. They presently brought- in the 
ivh'-lf raravan, lodged them in their houses, fed them at their 
tables, and '-poured oil upon their wounds.'' 

When this party of royalists bad sullieicntly recruited, 
they proceeded on their route, crossed the Tallapoosa, Chat- 
tahooehie and Flint, and then divided their company, and 
One of the parties shaped thai!' course down 



to^dbyGoogle 



Ml!-: lilil'l'is-l IX ALAIlAiiiA AND MULISH I i'1'1. 

towards East Florida, and iilially [■oricO'iod >avannah in safety. ■ 
The other j-ifivty were taken prisoners hy the iilii^s. but, shortly 

afterwards, were released. Strange to say, not one died, or 
was killed, upon the whole route from Natchez, which was 
accomplished in one hundred and forty-nine days. 

Several of the Lvinaus. willed ike " unhappy family," were 
in this singular expedition. Two of the daughters of the 
late General Lyman died after reaching Savannah. Three of 
Iris lions were ;ilso in company. When the liriush evacuated 
Georgia, one of them went to New- York, another to Nova 
Scotia, and the third to Providence. They all died with 
broken hearts. Few have been horn to higher hopes ; lew- 
have hegnu life with a fairer promise of prosperity than their 
hoMOfiibh's latin a, aad, for a time, no American possessed a more 
extensive replication/' 

Colonel Hutehens, with some of his friends, also fled from 
Fort lYimimre to the swamps. .Ueceiving information that 
the Indians wore in pursuit of him, he set off, with twenty 
men. upon horses, intendiai; Lo overtake the larger party, 
whose peregrinations we have just described. They left th.ei.r 
families and most valnahle effects. Hntcltens abandoned an 
excellent plantation, with, twenty workers upon it, an irn- 

* Travels ia New- York and New-England, by Tbeodore Dwight, 
3.T.D., LL.D.,late President of Yale College, vol. 1, pp. 306-316, 
Memoirs and Adventures of Plielps, Appendix, pp. 3-17. 1 also held 
ooev^r-iiliues wi'.li Kcvmal old lridiiin-t:tidors, tif ilie Crix-k aii'.Lon, two 
of whom, when youths, mt,-c at the Jliekory Oround when th&se re- 
traaliris; royalists BiTivod there. 
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mense body of laud, and seventeen hundred head of cattle. 
TV Spaniards confiscated the whole of it, except a bare sup- 
port i'or Lis wife. On the second night of their fiigh;, tln.- 
Choctaws overtook them, and hilled all of them but llutchens 
and one other man, who ficd towards Georgia, and arrived 
there naked, sunburnt, starved, and worn down with fatigue. 
John Alston, and another small party, escaping to the Creek 
nation, were there arrested by the Indians, carried to Mobile, 
and from thence to New-Orleans, where, after being tried for 
.rebellion, -liov were- condemned to die. But the ■■governor 
pardoned them. During the fall of T781, the property of 
all these unfortunate people was confiscated.'* 

In the meantime, the wild region upon the Cumberland 
liver was explored, and some temporary establishments 
farmed at the biutf, on which is now situated the city of 
Nashville. Captain James Robertson was the hero of these 
hold adventures aiiii had severrti limes, with, a small party of 
men, cut his way from extreme 1'iast Tennessee to that coun- 
try, passing over the lofty Cumberland mountains and lliroiigh 
dangerous Indian settlements. Returning to the Holston. 
after having made several of these (rips, he raised a large com- 
pany of emigrants, and built boats at Long Island. When 
they were nearly ready to be launched, he placed himself at 
the head of a horse-party, and set out, over the mountains, 
for the Cumberland, intending to leave signs upon the trees, 
at the head of the Muscle Shoals, after going from Nashville 

■ Phelps' !VU-iti oil's. Appendix, pp. 17-19, 
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to that place. Those signs ho intended to v I; 1.0 purpose of chapter 
letting the voyagers know whether it would he practicable XVIIIi 
for thera to disembark ;it the Muscle Hhoals, and go to the 
Cumberland by laud. 

A large number of flat boats, filled with emigrants and December ss 
their effects, began the voyage from Long Island, upon the 
Holston. Those recollected "'ill be mentioned, for the grati- 
fication of descendants. The large Donaldson family, who, 
after reaching the Cumberland, settled upon Stone's river, and 
became connected, by nihility, with General Andrew Jackson, 
all embarked on this occasion. Among the others, were Ro- 
bert Cartwright, Benjamin Porter, Mary Henry, Mary Pur- 

nell, James Cain, Isaac Neck, John Cotton, Rounsever, 

Jonathan Jennings, William Ou tub field, Moses, Joseph aud 
James Rcnfroc, Solomon Turpin, — — Johns, Francis Arm- 
strong, Isaac Lanier, Daniel I hmliam, John Boyd, John Mont- lire 
gomery, John Cock rill, Mis. llobertson, the wife of Captain 
Robertson, John Blackmail and J uhn Gibson. These persona 
had families with them, besides slaves. 

In consequence of great difficulty in descending the Hol- 
ston, and many unavoidable delays, the rude Heet did not 
reach the mouth of the French Broad until March 2d. tim 
It was then the habit to tie up at sunset, encamp upon the 
banks, and around large hies, and to make the wild forests 
resound with noise and merry peals of laughter. All were 
now happy, and filled with the most pleasing excitement. 
But when they approached the Cherokee towns below, they 
observed great caution. When near Nickajack, they were 
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fired upon, from both banks of the- river, by the savages ; 
but, keeping in the middle, received no material injury. 
However, unfortunately, a boat belonging lo Stewart, con- 
taining his family and negroes, amounting to twenty-eight 
souls, who had been compelled to keep behind a few miles, 
on account of the small-pox, which they had taken, were all 
killed by the Indians, while their companions, in advance, 
could afford them no assistance. Tn passing the celebrated 
"Suck," the boats were again tired upon, when several of the 
voyagers were severely wounded. In the midst of the dis- 
may and confusion, a young worn tin. named Nancy Glover, 
seized theoarof her fathers boat, and s'.eerod it safely through 
the narrows, exposed to all (bo tiring, and receiving a severe 
wound, of which she never complained. When the terrified 
voyagers had passed this place, they entered a wide and 
smooth sheet of water, and were out of danger. But, just 
at the termination of the narrows, ihe boat of -Jonathan Jen- 
nings was stove upon a large rock. The voyager's were 
forced to leave these imbappy people. The Indians coming 
upon them, all the effects were thrown out of the boat in 
great haste, and it was shoved off, with Mrs. Jennings and 
Mrs. Peyton in it, who singularly made their escape. The 
Indians captured Jennings, his son, a negro and a youngman 
with them, and carried them to Ohickamauga, where they 
soon burned the latter to death, by a slow fire. They knocked 
Jennings down with a club; but his life was spared by 
Rodgers, a trader, who ransomed him. After being again 
attacked, near the head of the Muscle Shoals, they finally 
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readied I'lusa cataracts, where a ooiiKultiLliou was held, laying i 
unable, upon a diligent search, to iiv.d the signals of Captain 
Robertson on the north bank, they resolved to trust their 
boats to the angry waves below. Fortunately, the swollen 
state of the river carried thorn safely over the extended shoals. 
Reaehiug the mouth of the- Tennessee, on the ~20tb of March, 
an affecting and painful heparaiioii took' place — Colonel Don- 
aldson and more than half of (he voyagers going up the 
Cumberland, and the remainder to Js'ateliez and the Illinois.* 

* II iiy wood's History of MViuiw-sei',, pp. Hii -0-i. Mr.'. Rachel Jack- 
son, the wife of Getiernl Jackson, ami tin-: fiiiiiijiiioi- of Colonel Donald- 
son, who was then but a little girl, was with tliis party. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE SPANIARDS HSf ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

England, Laving lost her "West Klorida provinces by the 
victories of Gal vex. and having (he American whigs, as well 
as the. natives of France, Spain and Holland, arrayed against 
her, was finally forced to retire from the unequal contest. 

:„, A preliminary treaty of peace Wiii signed, at J 'aris. England 
there acknowledged our in dependence, mid admitted our 
southern boundary to be as follows : A line beginning at the 
Mississippi, at 31° north of the equator, and extending due 
east, to the Chattahoochie river; down that river to the 
mouth of the Flint, and thence to the St. I'lavvV, and along 
that river, to the sea. Great Britain also expressly stipulated, 
in that treaty, our risrht to the navigation of the Mississippi 
river, from its mouth to its source. 

, Great Britain and Spain entered into a treaty. The former 
narranU'd and confirmed to (he latter the province of West 
Florida, and ceded to her East Florida.* 

But although England, by (lie treaty of 1782, assigned to 

" American Stale l J ;i;)i.'is, li.-.iuu rditiim, vol. 10, p. 139. 
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the United States all the territory between the Mississippi chapter 
and the Chattahoochie, lyJuGT between the parallels of lati- XIX ' 
tude 31° and 32 c ' 28-', emLrachi;;' Llio same portion of the 
territory of Alabama and "Mi.^is-iiiipi. whith lay in the British 
province of West Florida, jot it was not surrendered to us, 
by Spain, for years afterwards. Spain occupied it, contending 
that Great Britain, in the treaty with her, in 1783, warranted 
the province of West Florida to her. not defining its northern 
limits, and that England had no right to restrict her limits, 
even if she had attempted it, for Spain had, before the nego- 
tiations commenced, acquired all of West Florida, by eon- 
quest, through the vieloiions anus of Don Galvez. 

Turning to Georgia, with which this history will now be 
much connected, we iind that that province continued to con- 
sist, as at the rime of its colonization by Oglethorpe, of a 
narrow atrip of country, between the Savannah and Ogechee 
rivers, until 1773, when, as we have already seen, Governor 
Wright acquired from the Creeks and Ohcrokees a strip of 
country north of (his, extending above Broad river. The 
Legislature of Georgia elected commissioners, who met a M lfflS j,. 
delegation of Cherokees at Augusta, The latter ceded to 
Georgia the country upon the western side of the Tugalo, 
including the head waters of the Oconee. A small delega- 
tion of the Creeks also ossein! >h-d at Augnsui, and agreed to November i 
the boundary made- with the Cherokees. Thus, as Georgia 
supposed, the lines between hsr and those tribes were, for a 
while, determined. But the treaty made with the Creeks 
was denounced by a large majority of that nation, as ob- 
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tallied Uldalriy, find with the representation (if scarcely any 
of the towns.* 

But, before entering upon these exciting topics, it will bo 
necessary to recur once more to (ho close of tlie war. It has 
"been observed, that Laehlan MeGillivray, previous to the 
revolution, owned extensive trading -houses in Savannah and 
Augusta, and plantations upon the rivev. He was an active 
and influential royalist, and the wdiigs of Georgia and Caro- 
lina sensibly felt his weight. When the 1 hi tisli were forced 
to evacuate Savannah, he mailed with them ti.> his native coun- 
try, having scraped together ;i vast amount of money and 
movable effects. His plantations and negroes he abandoned, 
in the hope that his son. Alexander, his two daughters, and 
his Indian wife, Sehoy, then living upon the Coosa, might he 
suffered to inherit them. 1 hit. i.he whigs confiscated the whole 
of this valuable property, "with the exception of a few negroes, 
who fled to the nation, and were added to those already at 
the residence of Sehoy. Thus, Col. Alexander McGilhvray 
was deprived of a large patrimony, while his alTuctiouate 
father was forced to dec the country. Another Scotchman, 
remarkable for his great commercial enterprise and capital 
sense, must also be introduced. 

William Panton was horn in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and, 
at an early period, sailed for America, and landed in Charles- 
ton. He became an extensive Indian merchant, and owned 
largo estates, in Souih-Garolii-a and Georgia: but, at an early 

' American Slule Tup;')>, (ailiiui Allaire, filio oilicioii, vol, 1, p. 23. 
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period of the war, was driven from these provinces, and his CHAPTER 
estates confiscated, lie then established himself upon the, XIX ' 
8t. Mary's. In 1 "7S1, when tlie Spaniards tool; I'ensacola, he 
was residing there, owning an extensive trading-house. He 
soon fonticJ a. commercial treaty with Spain, which enable! 
him to become enriched, wlhio the government of Florida 
was strengthened by his influence with the Indian tribes 
south of the '..'ennessee, lie had formed an acquaintance 
with Colonel MeGillivray, and was struck with the power of 
his mind. Knowing that, lie had been deserted by die Bri- 
tish, he sought, to place hiin under tlie wing of Spain, for the 
personal advancement of the groat Chieftain himself, who 

he expected would, in return, promote hU Indian co eix.v. 

lie introduced him to the Spanish authorities of »Vt Ho- 
nda. According to atrangement, Colonel HeGii'mray went 
to Pcnsacola, and entered into a treaty of alliance with Spain. ,1M 
Spain was represented by Don Miro, of New-Orleans, Gover- 
nor of West Florida, Don Arthur O'Neill, Commandant of 
Pensaeola, and Don Martin Navarro, Iiitendant-General of 
Florida. Colonel MeGillivray represented the whole Creek 
and Seminole nations. It was stipulated, that the Creek and 
Seminole Indians should defend and sustain the cause of his 
Catholic Majesty, and obey his orders, through his Captain- 
General of the provinces of the Floridas and Louisiana, in 
those points which are compatible with Indian character; 
that Spain should proportion among the Indians a desirable 
and permanent commerce, at the most judicious places ; that 
the Creeks should establish a gener;il peace with the Chieka- 
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. saws, Choctaw? and Cherokee?; that all strangers, h it rod vicing 
themselves. among the Indians, for tlio purpose of stirring up 
rebellion against the King of Spain, should immediately be 
sei/.ed. ;in if: conveyed to the Governor of l'ensacola ; that the 
Indians should admit no white person into their country, 
who did not bear a Spanish permit; that they should aban- 
don the practice of taking scalps, if engaged in war; that 
they should deliver up all white prisoners, subjects of the 
United States, and not admit into thee 1 nations fugitive slaves, 
from the provinces of Louisiana and Florida, but should ap- 
prehend and deliver them to the commandants.* 

Colonel McGillivrav was induced to form an alliance with 
the Spaniards, for various reasons, the chief of which were, 
that the whigs, as he contended, h;>d confiscated his estates, 
banished his father, threatened him ivith death and his nation 
with extermination, and were constantly encroaching upon 
Creek soil. The Spaniards wanted no lands — desired only 
his friendship, and had not encroached vipon him or his 
people. Besides, they were the first to offer him promotion 
and commercial advantages. When he had. signed the treaty, 
they made him a Spanish commissary, with the rank and pay 
of colonel. 

Great dissatisfaction arose, as has been stated, in conse- 
quence of the treaty at Augusta, and the occupation of the 
Creek lands. Border war commenced. The Spanish autho- 
rities fomented these discords between the Creeks and Geor- 

» American Stale Papers, Boston edition, vol. 10, pp. 393-327. 
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gians, for the purpose of monopolizing the entir 
of the nation. Colonel MeGillhTay exerted himself to defeat 
all attempts at peaceable negotiation, now undertaken by 
those who had charge- of oui' national affairs. 

The Provisional Congress appointed Benjamin Hawkins, 
Andrew Pickens, Joseph Martin and I.achlan Mcintosh, com- 
missioners, to treat with the Southern Indians, Pickens ad- 
dressed a letter to Colonel McGi'livray, urging him to meet 
them at a convenient place, at the head of all the Chiefs, of 
the iiKiiiiu. r.oentrr into treaties of friendship, 'flic. Alabama 
Talleyrand replied, a.txl we will publish his able and ingenious 
letter, as the reader can better understand from it the charac- 
ter of the man, and of the times of which he writes, than by 
a narration from the author. 

"Little Tallase,* 5th Sept., 1785. 

"Sir: — lam favored with your letter by Brandon, who, 
after detaining it near a month, sent it by an Indian, a few 
days ago. He, perhaps, had some reasons for keeping him- 
self from this region. 

" The notification you have sent us is agreeable to our 
wishes, as the meeting is intended for the desirable purpose 



* Little Tallase, four miles abort vVetumiika.. or. [he east bank of the 
Coosa, was one of r'ne R'sidiviciis of Colonel MoGillivray, and from 
lliiii [;oiii: 1k: wrote mo?! of his aide luilsin. Golor.el [Tinwil Rose 
now owns the site of Little 'J'al.a-c, which is embraced in a cotton 
pWllon. 
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CicAPTKii of adjusting and -H.-rni 1 1n i i^j.- matters, (in sin cquitubli.: fo*iting, 
between the. United Stales and the Indian nations; At the 
same time, 1. cannot avoid express in a' my surprise that a 
measure of this nature should have ten so long delayed, on 
your ]iai'f. When we found that the American iiidi'pi > I ■ : i ■ i 

s ... -.',",..,..■: was confirmed by t.he peace, we expeck-d that the new 
govern men I would soon .lisiv<> (nken some steps to make up 
the diili'rouees llial subsisted between them and the Indians 
during the war, to have taken them under their protection, 
and confirmed to them their hunting-grounds. Such a course 
would havo reconciled the minds of the Indians, and secured 
tlie States their friendship, as (hoy considered your people 
their natural allies. The Georgians, wh.o>e. particular interest 
it was to conciliate the friendship of this nation, have acted, 
in all respects, to the contrary. I am sorry to observe that 
violence and prejudice have, taken place of good policy and 
reason, in ali their proceedings with ns. They attempted to 
avail themselves of our supposed distressed situation. Their 
talks to us breathed nothing bill veiigoauee, and, being en- 
tirely possessed with t.he idea that, we were wholly at their 
mercy, they never once reflected that colonies of a powerful 
monarch were nearly sum.nmding us, to whom, in any ex- 
tremity, we might apply for succor and prelection, and who, 
to answer some, ends of their policy, might grant it to us. 
However, w-e yet deferred any such proceeding, still expecting 
we could bring them to a true sense of their interest. ; but 
still finding no alteration in (heir conduct towards us, we 
sought the prelection of Spain, and treaties of friendship and 
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alliance were mutually entered into — they guaranteeing our . 
hunting grounds anc! territory, and granting us a free ti'ai.Ic 
in the ports of the Floridas. 

"How the boundary and limit* I jet wood the Spaniards and 
the States will Iki determined, a little time will show, as I 
believe that matter is now on foot. However, we know our f 
limits, and the extent of our hunting-ground*. .As a five 
nation, we have applied, as we had a right to do, for protec- 
tion, and obtained it. "We shall pay no attention to any 
limits that may prejudice our claim*, that were drawn by an 
American, and confirmed by a British negotiator. Yet, not- 
withstanding we hn\ a been obliged to adopt the 
for our preservation, and from real necessity, i 
wish to have it in our power to be on the same footing with 
tlii.: Stales as before the late unhappy war, to elf./ct which is 
entirely in your power. We want nothing from you but 
justice. "We want our hunting-grounds preserved from en- 
croachments. They have been ours from the beginning of 
time, and I trust, that, with the assistance of our friends, we 
shall be able to maintain them against every attempt that 
may be made to talie them from us, 

"Finding our representations to the State of Georgia of 
no effect, in restraining their encroachments, we thought it 
propei' to call a meeting of the nation, on the subject. We 
(hen came to the resolution to send, out parties, to remove 
the Georgians and. their effects from ihe lands in question, 
in the most peaceable manner possible. 

" Agreeably to your requisition, and to 
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CHAPTER my sincere desire to restore a- good understanding between us, 
3ax " I have taken the necessary steps to prevent any future preda- 
tory excursions of my people against any of your settlements. 
I could wish the people of Cumberland showed an equal 
good disposition to do what is right. They were certainly 
the first aggressors since the peace, and acknowledged it in. a 
written certificate, left at. the Indian camp they had plundered. 
"I have only to add, that \v<s shall meet the commissioners 
of Congress whenever we shall receive notice, in expectation 
that every matter of dillereuec will be settled, with that libe- 
rality and justice worthy the men who have so gloriously 
asserted the cause of liberty and independence, and thai, wc 
shall, in future, consider them as brethren, and defenders of 
the land.'" 

T. am, with much respect, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

ALEXANDER McGILLTVEAY. 
Hon Andrew Pickens." 

This well-written communication allords the first evidence 
of the consummate diplomacy of this great native Alabanhan. 
The history i..f this remarkable Indian will lie found to be fall 
of interest. 
' The commissioners of Congress, elated by the conciliatory 
tone of Colonel McGillivray, arrived at Calphinton.f The 
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latter failed to appear, and only the Chiefs from two towns, chatter 
with sixty warriors, met them. Disappointed and mortified, XIS ■ 
the commissioners declined to treat with so few. In the 
meantime, the Georgia commissioners protested against those 
proceedings which the agents of Congress had intend- 
ed to adopt; but the latter declined to do anything fur- 
ther than to explain lo the Indians tin- policy which the Con- 
gress intended to pursue towards them, thanked them for 
their attendance, and afterwards departed. No sooner had 
they left, than the commissiieier- representing Georgia made 
a treaty with the Creeks who were present, which confinncd 
the treaty of Augusta, of 1783, and granted to the State of 
Georgia the territory lying on the east side of a line, to run 
from the junction of the Oconee and Oekmulgee to the St, 
Mary's river, including all the islands and harbors, and which 
now constitutes more than half the coast of Georgia. What 
considerations induced (.he Indians to divest i hem selves of so 
much territory is not stated. The commissioners of Georgia 
laid before the legislature a copy of the articles intended to 17M 
have been proposed to the ('reeks by the agents of Congress, 
had a sufficient number been present, which that body de- 
clared, by resolutions, to be subversive of the lights of the 
State. They instruct yd their members in Congress to insist 
on the abolition of the powers of the commissioners, while 
they adopted measures for the preservation of the rights of 
the citizens of Georgia. Edward Telfair, John King and 
Thomas Glascock, received the thanks ,,f the General Assem- 
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blv. for (.heir vigilance and pntrioiiwin, ai.J pio.T.ivnlai'iy for the 
treaty which they had made. 

The Georgia Legishdnre established a county called Hous- 
ton, embracing the territory extending from Nicliajacli, below 
the Muscle Shoals, out of which arc- now formed the modern 
Alabama counties of La it! on bile. Limestone, Madison and 
Jackson. Sevier, l>owns, Herd, Honaldson and Linsey, were 
appointed commission ei's. lo organize the county of Houston. 
"With eighty men, in Hat-boaLs, Liicv arrived at the Muscle 
Shoals, and, in the western part of the present Lauderdale 
county, established aland disk;*;, appointed military officers and 
magistrates, and elected Valentine Sevier to be a member of 
the Georgia Legislature. This remarkable government ex- 
isted but two weeks, when the colonists were driven off by 
the Indians.'" 

Congress appointed James White a Superintendent of the 
Creek Indians, who immediately proceeded to the town of 
Cusseta, upon the Chattahoochie. He addressed a letter to 
Colonel McCiillivray, and received the following reply : 

•'Liti'LK Tallase, 8th April, 1787. 
"Sir: — It is with real satisfaction that T leiini of yout- being 
appointed by Congress, for the laudable purpose of inquiring 
into and settling the di1 ierer.ees that at present subsist be- 
tween our nation and ibe Georgians. It maybe necessary 

* Haywood's History of Tennessee, pp. 157-158. 
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for you to know tLe cause of these differences, and our dis- c 
contents, which, perhaps, have never come to the knowledge 
of the honorable body that sent you to our country. 

" There are Chiefs of two towns in this nation, who, during 
(.lit; late war, were friendly to the State of Ceorgia, and had 
gone, at different limes, among those people, and once, after 
the general pence, lo Augusta, They there dc-mamlcd of 
them a grant of Linus, belonging lo and enjoyed as hunting- 
grounds by the Indians of this nation, in common, on the 
east of the Oconee river. The Chiefs rejected the demand, 
on the plea that those land* were the hunting-grounds of the 
nation, and could not be granted by two individuals ; but, 
after a few days, a promise was extorted from them, that, on 
their return to our country, they would use their influence to 
get a grant confirmed. Upon their return, a general conven- 
tion was held at Tool; a batch a, when these two Chiefs were 
severely censured, and the Chiefs of ninety -eight towns agreed 
upon a talk, to be sent to Savannah, disapproving, in the 
strongest manner, of the demand made- upon their nation, 
and denying the right of any two of their country to make 
cession of land, which could only be valid by the u 
voice of the whole, as joint proprietors 
these two Chiefs, regardless of the voice of the nation, con- 
tinued to go to Augusta, and other places within that State. 
They received .presents and made promises ; but our customs 
did not permit us to punish them lor the crime. We warned 
the Georgians of the dangerous consequences that would 
certainly attend the settling of the lands in question. Our 
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just .remonstrances were treated with contempt, and these 
land!: were soon filled with settlers. The nation, justly 
alarmed at the encroach incuts, resolved to use force to main- 
tain their rights ; yet, being averse to the shedding of the 
blo.od of a people whom we m ould ratlier consider as friends, 
we made another e.iiort to inv;iken in them a sense of justice 
and equity. But we found, from experience, that entreaty 
could not prevail, and parties of warriors were sent, to drive 
off the intruders, hut were instructed to sited blood, only, 
where self-p reservation made it necessary. 

"This was in May, 1788. In October following, we were 
invited by commissioners, of the State of Georgia, to meet 
them in conference, at the Oconee, professing a sincere desire 
for an amicable adjustment of our disputes, and pledging 
their sacred honors for the safety and good treatment of all 
those that should attend and meet them. It not being con- 
venient for many of us to go to the proposed conference, a 
few, from motives of curiosity, attended. They were sur- 
prised to find an armed tody of men, prepared for and pro- 
fessing hostile intentions. Apprehensions for personal safety 
■induced those Chiefs to subscribe to every demand that, was 
asked by the army and its com mission el's. Lands were again 
demanded, and the lives of some of one Chiefs were required, 
as well as those of some innocent trader?, as a sacrifice, to 
appease their anger. Assassins have been employed to effect 
some .part of their atrocious purposes. If I fall by the hand 
of such, I shall fall the victim of the noblest of causes, that 
of maintaining the just rights of my country. I aspire to 
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the honest ambition of meriting tins appellation of the pre- 
server of my country, equally wlt.lt the Chiefs among you, 
whom, from acting on such principles, yon have exalted to 
the highest piteh of glory. And if, after every peaceable 
mode of obtaining a redness ol' grievances proved fruitless, a 
recourse to arms to obtain it bo a mart of the savage, and 
not of the soldier, what savages must the Americans be, and 
how much undeserved applause have your Cincinnatua, your 
Kahilis, obtained. If a war name had been necessary to 
distinguish that, Chief, in such a ease, the Man-Killer, the 
Great Destroyer, would lia\e been the proper appellation. 

"I had appointed the Cussetas, for all the Chiefs of the 
Lower Creeks to meet in convention. I shall he down in a 
few days, when, from your timely arrival, you will meet the 
Chiefs, and learn their sentiments, and T sincerely hope that 
the propositions whieli you shall offer us will be such as we 
can safely accede to. The talks of the former commissioners, 
at Galphinton, were much approved of, and your coming from 
the White Town (seat of Congress) has raised great expec- 
tations that you will remove the principal and almost only 
cause of our dispute, that is, by securing to ua our hunting- 
grounds and possessions, free from rill encroachments. When 
we meet, we shall talk these matters over, 
Meantime, I remain, 

Willi regard, your obedient servant. 

ALEXANDER MoGILLIVKAY. 

Hon. J auks Win™." 

Dr. White met MeCrillivray a! Cussela, with a large uum- 
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chapter ber of Lower Creeks, when the Superintendent desired them 

XIX ' to ratify the treaties of Aiiij."u!*ti'i. Oalphinten and Shoulder- 
its; j . , 

April 10 bone, and t<< make iirrangeinerits lor rummig the boundary 

line around the ceded territory. The Chiefs boldly opposed 
the proposition, and declared that their " lands were their life 
and breath, and if they parted with them they parted with 
their blood." The two Chiefs, who corn-eyed away these 
lands, being severely censured, stated that the Georgians 
compelled them to make the grant, by throats and the nourish 
of long knives. 

McGillivray startled the Superinfendent with a new propo- 
sition. He said : " Notwithstanding I prompt the Indians to 
defend then 1 lands, 1 look upon the United States as our most 
natural ally. ' Two years I waited, before I would seek the 
alliance I have formed. I was compelled to it. I could not 
but resent the greedy oneroaclnoi v.ia of the Georgians, to say 
nothing of their scandalous and illiberal abuse. But T will 
now put it to the lest, whether they or myself entertain the 
most generous sentiments of respect for Congress. If that 
hanorable body can form a government to the southward of 
the Altamaha, I will be the- first to take the oath of allegiance, 
and, in return to the Gct>rgi;ms, for yielding to the United 
States that claim, I will obtain a regular and peaceable grant 
of the lands on the Oconee, on. which they have deluded 
people to settle, under the pretence of grants from the In- 
dians, and which you, yourself, (Dr. White,) have seen are 
most ill-founded. I will give von till the first of August for 
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Thus terminated the council, and the Superintendent found 
himself baffled anil perplexed by the ingenuity of McGillivray, 
who always managed to defeat any scheme of the Federal 
Government. 

The Georgians, on the other hand, denied the charges of 
violence and fraud, contended that, a sufficient delegation of 
Indians were present to make iho grants, and that they 
were procured from them fairly and honorably, without threats 
or the display of knives. They contended that the Upper 
Creeks, who never occupied the Oconee lands, had no right 
to have a voice in the matter. They admitted that, at the 
treaty of Shoulderbone, in 1786, they had armed troops pre- 
sent; "but they were there for the purpose of suppressing 
hostilities, should Sley show themselves. They also admitted 
that, for enforcing a compliance of the treaty, they carried 
hostages to Augusta, which had been customary in all former 
negotiations with sa\ ages.* 

* Indian Affairs, vol. l,pp, 1B-S3. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

BLOODY SCENES IN ALABAMA AND GEORGIA. 

At this period, sonic exciting scenes occurred in the region 
now known as North Alabama. 'We have already followed 
a party of emigrants to the Cumberland. Many others 
flocked to that country, and it soon became well settled, for a 
wild country. The Upper Creeks and Cherokees continually 
made war upon these Cmnberliind people. The French, upon 
the Wabash, had, for a long time, carried on a commerce, 
near the sites of the present towns of Tuscumbia and Flo- 
fence. So long as M. Viez was at the head of this trade, the 
Cumberland people were: not harassed ; but, recently, he had 
been succeeded by others, who supplied the Indians with 
arms, and encouraged them to attack the American settle- 
ments. The latter had only acted upon the defensive, but it 
was now determined to advance upon the frontier towns of 
the Indians. One hundred and thirty men assembled', from 
different parts of the Cumberland region, and marched, 
under Colonel James Robertson, to tie Tennessee river, 
piloted by two Chickasaws. David Hays was despatched 
from Nashville with boats, laden with provisions, destined for 
the Muscle Shoals. Descending the Cumberland, he was 
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furiously attacked liy the Indians, fit the mouth of Duck chapter 
river, and, after some of his men had been killed, and others 
wounded, lie returned to Nashville with his boats. Owing to 
[Ibis. ike. horsemen were without food during tic greater part 
of the expedition, 

Striking the Tennessee at a point very near the present j™ 
town of Florence, Colonel Robertson concealed his men. A 
well-beaten path was discovered, leading down. Hie banks, 
and on the south side of the river stood some cabins, in view. 
Seven men were placed in the canes, to observe the move- 
ments of the Indians. A. canoe was seen to move to an 
island, filled with natives, who there plunged into the liver 
and engaged in bathing. They then returned to the south 
bank, evidently watching for the Americans, of whose ap- 
proach they had gained some vague intelligence. Captain 
Rains had set out up the river, with fifteen men, with orders 
to capture an Indian alive ; but, after marching to the month 
of Blue Water, lie returned, without having made any dis- 
covery. When the shadows of twilight began to darken the 
wilderness, the troops assembled, in the most noiseless man- 
ner, upon the low grounds. The seven men, who had watched 
all day, plunged into the mighty river early in the night, and 
swam to the opposite shore, where they discovered that the 
cabins iv ere unoccupied. Finding a tremendous canoe, with 
a hole in the bottom of it, they brought it over to the north 
bank. Stopping the leak with their skirls, Colonel Robertson 
placed in it all the lire-arms, and forty men ; hut tkey soon 
paddled hack, in a sinking condition. The party made no 
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further ;iLioiupt to cross, until daylight. ; then fifty men, Willi 
th<i arms and ammunition, went over in the boat, which had 
now been rendered sea-worthy, by a piece of linn-bark. The 
rest of the party swam ' their horses over. A heavy rain 
coming on, as soon as they reached the southern shore, they 
took shelter in the cabins. When the clouds had dispersed, 
they came forth, and began the march upon a plain path, 
leading westward')'. At. about the distance of five miles, they 
reached corn-fields, and. further on, they came to Cold Water 
Creek, the same which runs by the modern Tusenmbia. The 
larger portion of the command immediately crossed over, arid 
entered upon the low grounds, among a number of cabins, 
distant from the river about three hundred yards. The peo- 
ple; of the town ran down to their boats. Some, in endea- 
voring to escape, crossed over the creek, to the east side, 
where they were shot down by Captain liains and a few 
men stationed there to intercept them. Colonel .Robertson 
charged to the river, and his troops committed havoc on all 
sides. They killed many of the Indians, who got into the 
boats, and others who had plunged into the stream. Three 
French traders, and a white woman, who would not surren- 
der, fled to a boat, and entered it, along with t.went.y-sh 
Indians. The Americans, with one volley, hilled them all. 
The chief French trader, and six others, were captured. In 
this town were stores of tail'ai, and all kinds of Indian mcr- 
chandi/.e. arms and ammunition. Colonel lioberisi.in brought 
all the boats up the ereek, had a strong guard placed over 
them, and then burned the town, killing the fowls and hog3. 
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Nest morning, giving to Toka, (he Chickasaw guide. :iik1 his chapter 
companion — -who presently ^ct out, for their nation — a liberal 
supply of merchandize and arms. Colonel Robertson buried 
i.lic wliivoi. loaded several of (lie boats with geixU. and placed 
them in. charge of three men, who departed down the river, 
ivitli the l.'[i ■ni.:; prisoners. Robertson marched by land, and, 
near Gilbert's berry, overtook the boats, and they all en- 
camped there together. To their great joy, they found thai 
not a sord had received a wound. In the rtioriihiii- tin' French 
prisoners, with a squaw, were permitted to depart in one of 
[ho boats. 'llii'V Were liberally supplied with provisions, and 
their trunks of clothing were given up to them. The sugar 
and coffee, taken at the town, wove articles of great luxury in 
those, days, and were now equally divided among the troops. 
Jtobe'-fsor. marched across the country to the Oumbeilmid, 
and thus terminated a fatiguing expedition, of nineteen days. 
The boats, -with the merchandize, proceeded down the Ten- 
nessee river, in charge of Denton and others. On their way, 
they met ti party of French traders, destined (or the town 
which i. hey had destroyed, who, in their enthusiasm, lircd off 
their guns, in a fit of joy, supposing the voyagers were also 
traders of their people. The Americans took advantage of 
the discharge, and, before they could re-load, captured the 
whole party/with ail thcii' goods. Arriving in the Cumber- 
land sell Lino tit-, the ntorolia.iidi^e was sold at Katon's -Station, 
and the proceeds divided among the troops. 

This expedition produced a short respite from Indian at- 
tacks. The savages, however, rallied, and began a warfare 
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chatter fiercer than ever. At length, in the fall, Captain Shan- 
xs ' non, with, a mounted party, pursued some Creeks from the 
Cumberland to the northern bank of the Tennessee, in the 
present county of Lauderdale, and engaged in a severe fight 
with Black Foot and his clan. Victory at length declared 
for the daring Cum berlar.de vs. The Chief was killed, with 
a number of his warriors. During tiiis fall, the settlers en- 
gaged in numerous military excursions, npon Duck and Elk 
rivers, in pursuit of Indians, who were retreating from fresh 
scenes of pillage and blood. The magnificent forests of 
North Alabama were scoured, in all directions, by these 
intrepid Americans.* 

At the same time, the (.'reels >vero active upon the Geor- 
gia frontier. Enraged at the settlement of the Oconee 1 lands, 
they reduced to ashes the new town of Greensboro', together 
with the courtdiouse. killed many of the inhabitants, on va- 
rious portions of the frontier, find carried to the nation white: 
captives, negroes, and all sorts of plunder.} Georgia urged 
the Congress to puvisli. these ele predators, by sending against 
them an army ; but the national indents were reluctant to 
enter into another war. However, Secretary Knox did plan 



; paper a Southern army, 



which was not raised, while 



l.|.i f i^i-oruhms were left to de!ei;d themselves, to the best of 
their ability. 

Congress, again seeking to interpose by a treaty, appointed 

* Haywood's History of Tennessee, pp . 217-395. 
(■ Indian Affairs, vol. 1, pp. 23-94. 
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liieharil Winn, Indian S li [icri ill onilc nt, ujrii win mi. was asso- cl 
elated George Mathews, on the part of Georgia, and Andrew 
Pickens, on the part of South-Carolina. They opened a ne- 
gotiation with Colonel MeGillivray, but lie refused to meet 
them, unless they first removed lire Georgians from the Oco- 
nee lands, within the bounds of the old .British government 
Hostilities, of course, continued, for it was now impossible to 
comply with the. bold demands of .MeGillivray, who stood upon 
an enviable and independent, footing. Caressed by Panton, 
with iv ho in he was a co-partner in an extensive i-i!!iiiii..-i-:>.-. 
paid by the Spanish government, obeyed by his own people, 
and many of the Cherokoes and Choctaws, and supplicated 
by the American Congress, the, Chieftain could well afford to 
dictate arbitrary terms, and continue to advance against the 
Georgians with hundreds of his prowling warriors. 

At. length. Governor Thomas t'iuekuey, ol South- Carolina, 
entered into a correspondence whh MeGillivray, to endeavor 
to bring about a peace and the settlement of the boundary, 
and elicited from him several letters, A portion of one of 
them runs as follows : 

it * # f"TJi e third invitation which was sent to us to 
treat, was from the Georgians on!)-, through their commis- 
sioners, at the head of whom was Mr. Habersham, President 
of the Executive Council, and lie proposed the Oconee as the 
place of meeting. They pledged their sacred honors for the 
safety and welfare of every Indian tlu.it should attend ; but I, 
being so often threatened, and having the worst opinion of 
the back people, as they are called, did not go, but sent a 
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Tew Cowct.a. warriors, to report, to me on their return. .During 
the conferences of the Oconee, an additional cession was de- 
manded, which was strongly opposed by the Cowetas and 
oil-lei's, for which ihey were uoleialv insulted by a Colonel 
Clarke, which the commissioners could not prevent Though 
their sacred honors were pledged tor maintaining good order, 
several warriors, of dilierent. towns, wore forcibly seized upon 
by armed men, and conveyed to Augusta, more as prisoners 
than hostages, to be kept as a pledge that my life, and six 
more of the lending men, should be taken. Such conduct 
convinced the whole nation that it was. full time to adopt 
measures for the gcaend snfi-t.y."* 

About this time, a bloody transaction occurred in the ter- 
ritory of the present county of Conecuh. During the revo- 
lution ai'y war, Colonel McCillivray formed an acquaintance 
with many conspicuous royalists, and, among others, with 
Colonel Kirldand, of South-Carolina. That person was at 
McGillivray's house, upon the Coosa, in 1788, with his 
son, his nephew, and several other gentlemen. They were 
on their way to Pensaeola, where they intended to procure 
passports, and settle in the Spanish pro\ince of Louisiana 
When they determined to leave his hospitable abode, McGil- 
livray sent his servant to guide them to Pensaeola. The 
presence of this servant would assure the Indians that they 
were friends, for it was dangerous to travel without the Chief- 
tain's protection. Colonel Kirldand and his party had much 

» Indian Affairs, vol. I, pp. 19-20. 
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silver in their saddle-bag.s. Arriving williin ;l mile of ;i Uirgc 
creek, which Uows into the Conecuh, ilicy met a pack horsis 
party, about suit-set, going up to the nation. They had been 
to Penvicijln, 'in :> trading expedition. 'I'M* pfiriy <'('M.-i^trj;l 
of a Ilillalx'e Indian, who had murdered so many men, that 
he was c: i,ll t_"i,l Isti.ih'lia, the Aftm-si-in/P? — a despersde w.hiti; 
man, who had fled from Liis Static for the crime of murder, 
and whom, on account of his activity' and ferocity, the Indiana 
called the Cut — and a blood-thirsty negro, named 'Cob, the 
property of Sullivan, a Creek trader of the Hillabees. As 
soon as Colonel Kirkland and bis party were out of sight, 
lii.-.'' -<■:;■. i adrels formed an encampment. The former went 
on, crossed the creek, and encamped a short distance from 
the ford, by the side of the trading-path. Placing their 
saddfr-bags '. 1 1 Lil./L 1 their heads, and reclining Laeir ?iun against 
a tree, Kirkiand and his party feil asleep. .At midnight, the 
bloody wretches from the other side, cautiously came over, 
and, seizing the guns of Kirkland and his men, killed every 
one of them, except three negroes, one of whom was the 
servant of the great Chieftain, as before stated. Dividing the 
booty, the murderers proceeded to the Creek nation, and, 
when the horrid a Usui' became known, Colonel McGillivray 
sent persons in pursuit of them. Cat was arrested ; but the 
others escaped. Milfort was directed to convey the scoundrel 
to the spot where he had shed the blood of these men, and 
there to hang him, until bo was dead. Upon the journey to 
that point, Milfort kept him well pinioned, and, every night, 
secured his legs in temporary stocks, made by cutting notches 

VOL. II. 5 
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■, in pine logs, and damping them (<>»vUii'L'. I^adiiug lln> 
creek where poor Kirkknd and his men were murdered, Cat 
was suspended to the limb of a tree, the roots of which were 
still stained with the blood of the unfortunate colonel and 
his companions. While he was dangling in the air, and 
kicking in the last agonies, the Frenchman stopped his mo- 
tions with a pistol ball. Such is the origin of tie name 
" Muysdf.k Creek."* 

* Conversations with Laehlaji Durant, and two old traders, named 

Abr;iiu Uoiiif iui: niiil .Iiliii-. Mi '. 
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CHAPTER XXT. 

THE DEEP INTRiGUES OF MoGILLI VRAY. 

Occasionally, the Spanish authorities at Pensacola and c 
Mobile were guilty of consummate folly, in imposing restric- 
tions upon the Greeks, which frequently offended tliem, crea- 
ting a prejudice, which it required the compromising spirit of 
Panton and the authority and mgeivitity of McGlllivray to 
remove. We will hero introduce a letter of the Chief, in 
relation to the Spanish outrages, li was written to Pan torn 
and dated at little Tallase. 

" I had written to you, during the great hubbub at Pensa- 
cola, by Frank Leslie. I gave, then, a sketch of my idea of 
the times. Tile sudden flight of Curuells and Walker ought 
not to surprise you. The cowardice of the former is prover- 
bial, and Walker lied, being my servant. When lander and 
the others were taken up, a little Irishman, living at Tensaw, 
was in Pensacola. He became frightened, .ran out to Walker, 
and informed him that the governor, in very severe terms, 
threatened to seize him. understanding Unit he was recruiting 
men for my service. Upon which, says (.'uracils, ' I am his 
interpret;-!', therefore my chance to escape is small. 1 The 



to^dbyGoogle 



84 



Thi: :;i'.V.VIAl!!>S [>! AI.AIU \i.\. .VNlt \ifssj?«lPi J i. 



CHApteu idea of the mines operated ho strongly upon their ira aginations, 
XXI " that they precipitately ilt-d. This custom, of taking up tra- 
ders ignorant of the language, laws and customs of Spain, 
upon frivolm^ reports, if persevered in, will have fleets of 
the most pernicious tendency. * * ■• You were lucky 
that the American stores were broken up by us, upon the 
Altamaha ; or else, after paying you some part of their skins, 
the whole of the Lower Creeks and part of the Upper Towns 
would have, in future, gone to them for supplies, so greatly 
have the traders been alarmed by the late proceedings at 
Penaacola. If our friends, the Spaniards, knew how very 
delicate it was to awaken the suspicions and fears of my 
people, by harsh measures, they would use none in future. 
All the traders that have already gone to you, I was posi- 
tively obliged to drive down, or you would not have seen one, 
for they would rather have gone to St. Marks or St. Johns. 
T hope all this is now subsided in Peusaoola, for T am ashamed 
and Sony for it. I can see no reason for all this bustle. If 
the Grind Turk, or any other power, chooses to make me a 
present, provided they are not at war. with Spain, they cannot 
be reasonably offended with me for accepting it. Wo are a 
free people, and mean to continue so. * * * Your let- 
ter of the 2d runs in the same strain of advice as your others, 
advising and exhorting me to be guarded in treating with the 
1758 Americans, and to reserve our trade who!lv to Spain. Gover- 
nor Miro has ins.'nu'teil me to the saute purpose, and which 
I am fully resolved to do, that is, if 1 have power to ofter and 
insist upon any stipulations, and so I have answered his Ex- 
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cellcncy. But I was apprehensive that our late royal orders, 
(concerning our treaty with the Americans,) bow strictly 
Operating, would em Ik i miss our affairs, if not altogether frus- 
trate our intentions, regarding trade : because, if T compre- 
hend the order right, it is that T must treat of peace, and 
measures which I have found fault with, to enforce it. It 
must be, of course, uliotved that every power to insist upon an 
article of that kind, or, indeed, any other, is wholly taken 
from me—for experience lias proved that such matter's arc 
only to be attained by the longest lire and point of sword, parti- 
cularly with the Americans. So, as our affairs now stand, T 
cannot see a chance of our resisting any conditions which 
they may choose to dictate to its, and we all can foresee these 
will be no means favorable to our present condition. In the 
meantime, I have thrown some obstacles in the way of the 
present treaty, and have written to Governor Miro, stating 
these matters in a strong point of view, which he mentions 
he has referred to the Uantaiu-tJeueral I'.-plelata, of Havana. 
The letter is dated 28th August, and sent by one Nolen, a 
genteel young Irishman, whom the governor desired me to 
forward to Cumberland, with some propositions towards a 
commercial treaty. 

"The present interregnum in the American government, 
and the commissioners putting off the treaty until the next 
spring, will afford us all time to look around us. White- 
field's letter will show you the dispositions of the Georgi- 
ans. The United .Slates commissioners wanted the As- 
sembly to co-operate, in a treaty of peace, and the House 
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would not, assemble. The Ceorginn:- proclaimed a truce of 
arms with us, on the 31st July. A Coweta Indian gave me, 
lately, a wretched, dirty and scandal ons scrawl, on foul paper, 
which he found on a tree, near Flint river. It proved to be 
a ilueatenii.g talk to nie and my savage subjects; that we 
(the Creeks) should have no establishment of peace unti] 
they (the Georgians) shall have full satisfaction of all their 
desires, etc. Signed, James Alexander, the 15th August. 
The chap that signs is Colonel .Alexander, who murdered the 
Cussetas. He and Clarke sway Upper Georgia, 

''■ The impolicy of certain late measures, in tiring us up, is 
evident. If we could have followed up our blow-, (.hose fel- 
lows, ere this time, would have been effectually humbled ; 
but we have all our work to do over again. 

"I observe, with much satisfaction, that the Governor and 
Intendant of New-Orleans have relinquished their claim, of 
one-fourth of the profits of your trade. Such a procedure is 
extremely generous, and, as for my part, I now repeat to you 
what I told you more than twelve months ago, when we were 
talking upon the subject of the trade. 1. then observed that 
my nation was much benefited by the honorable and liberal 
manner in which you supplied liietn with goods; that, as 
my attention was wholly occupied about my people, it 
could not be in my power to be of any essential service to 
your business : therefore I could not, and ought not, to claim 
ot hold a share of your industry and risks. ; * * * In 
the meantime, I am thankful for the generous credit of ne- 
cessaries which you offered me, and if I conclude a peace with 
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the Americans, which I oxj.o^t to do, it will be in my power 
and ability to settle my account wild you. These gentry 
will probably restore me my property now among them. 

"Our Indian news is in the old strain. The Congress, on 
the one hand, pretends to hold out the while wing to all the 
Southern nations ; on. the oilier, the back settlers of North- 
Carolina are overrunning the Cherokee-, driving them into 
the wood;?, murdering women and children, as if they wished 
to extirpate these poor wretches. A party of my warriors 
lately went araon; tin; C'lerokees. collected some of them 
from their hiding-places, and attacked a body of the Franklin 
troops, that were laying all sv;is.te before them, and completely 
routed them. Only three .Americans escaped. This is the 
lirst. cheek they ever got in Unit country, and it has revived 
the drooping spirits of the Cherokees. 

"During our present suspense and half truce, I have en- 
couraged a considerable, party of the. Cpper Creek warriors 
to go to the assistance of these poor devils, for a few more 
checks will be of great service to their affaire with the Ame- 
ricans. :- ' : * * J have instructed Daniel McGillivray 
concerning the skins lie carries down, of the Wcwoeoe store. 
This specimen of the troubles of trade has sickened me with it 
Farewell, my dear sir, may every good attend you, 
Yours, most truly, 

ALEXANDER McGILLIVRAY. 

To William Paktok, Pensacola." 

The perusal of this letter has revealed the motives of its 
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chapter author. McGillivray had offcu.-lcd the Spanish authorities, 






Mild tiiis [otter appeal's to have been wvittcn chiefly for their 
mier eyes. He affcctB, also, to be under great obligations to Pan- 
ton, and of little service to him in their commercial c.onnec- 
tion, which he pretends to desire shall terminate. This was 
all done for the purpose, of alarming- Pan ton, whom he in- 
forms he hopes to be able to pay up, if he should make a 
favorable treaty with the Americans. The wily Chieftain well 
knew that both Spain and this disiii'jfiiisdied. merchant would 
make any sacrifices, before they would permit him to be 
bought up by the Americans, and that his letter would go to 
extort from them further favors and emoluments. 
m During the succeeding twelve months, the Federal Govern- 

ment seketl upon every occasion to gain the friendship of 
McGillivrny, and to put an end to the excitement in Georgia. 
II. Osborne and Andrew Pickens wore all the time upon the 
frontiers, representing the General Government, and writing to 
McGillivray to me.-t (hem, with rt delegation from the entire 
Creek nation, at Rook Landing, upon the Oconee, to settle 
the serious matters in dispute. The Chieftain at length ar- 
ranged to meet them; but, just before the time of joining 
them, wrote the following letter (o Punlon, which he requested 
should private/;/ he exhibited to the Spanish authorities : 

"Little Tallase, 10th August, 1789. 
" Dear Sir. ;— -There being no pack -horses going to Pensacola 
;ostiO f or a i on g t ] mo p^t, I have had no opportunity to answer 
your last letters. The bearer, on my promising him two kegs 
of tail'ai. has undertaken to convey these to you. 
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" Galphin, whom I sent to the Koek Landing with a talk, chapter 
declining the treaty of Juno last, returned about a fortnight XXI " 
since, ami 1 find that they are resolved upon malting a treaty. 
In order to accommodate us, the commissioners are complai- 
sant, enough l.o postpone it. till the loth .of next month, and 
one of them, the late. Chief Justice Osborne, remains all the 
time at Rook Landing. Pickens returned for the Cherokee 
treaty ; but in this I took measures 10 disappoint him, for 
those Chiefs would not meet. In this do you not see my nas 

AnEwtlO 

cause of triumph, in bringing ilie.se conquerors of tho Old, 
,'ind masters of the New World, as they call themselves, to 
bend and supplicate for peace, ;tt the feet of a people whom, 
shortly before, they despised and marked out for der-ttuetioi :."■ 
" My people being all at home, and tho grand ceremony of 
kindling the new fife being jn-t, over, I doom it the ri tt.es t 
time to meet those commissioners, and have accordingly made 
tho broken days, of which nine are left, to set out in. In 
conducting the business of iho treaty, I will, as you observe, 
confine it to the fixing our limits and the acknowledgment of 
the independence of my nation. This J deem very necessary, 
as the Americans pretend to a- territorial claim and sovereignty 
over us, in virtue of the late peace made with England. This 
being settled, will, in a great measure, be doing away with 



* I c»n well imagine lnw Mi^iilivray loukrd when he wrote this 
:'.r.'ii'; .11. n eliKiUpjit si-nleiice. At Ilia! m<jir;ent in: cmle-rlly fell Ins 
power, and his fsce musi have been fcsfifesi-ivt; of much piide, exulta- 
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Chapter any cause of future <|uarrel between lis. Yon well know how 
XXI " customary it is, in ail treaties with the Indians, to agree to a 
, ma . commercial one also — it being absolutely necessary, as it more 
firmly attache? tlicm to friendships formed, for. without stipu- 
lations of that sort, in si treaty of peace, none will be lasting. 
However, in this instance, T will agree to none, as you have a 
prospect of "being able, by the favor of the Spanish govern- 
ment, to supply this trade on as moderate terms as the Geor- 
gians can do. Here, let me observe to you, that, in the affair 
of trade, the Americans will push hard for it, and it will bo 
for us the most difficult part of the negotiation. But I will 
risk the breaking oil the conference, before I will give in to it 
On the whole, if I find that the commissioners insist upon 
stipulations that will, in their operation, clash with those 
already entered into with Spain, I. shall not hesitate to cut 
short the negotiation, and support the connection which wo 
have with Spain, it being more safe and respectable than the 
republicans can make one. But, at the same time, I must 
insist upon an equal resolution in our friends, the Spaniards, 
to afford us their decider:! support, by every moans in their 
power, and not, under any pretences, to repeat their conduct 
of last summer, in the very moment of vigorous exertion, to 
refuse a further aid, and incense and menace us, to make a 
peace, right or wrong, with the Americans, which, if we had 
done at the time, we should have been driven into hostility 
with Spain before this day. I repeat to you what I have 
frequently done to Governor "Miro, that, if ivc arc obliged, for 
want of support, to conclude an unconditional peace with the 
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Americans, it will pro vis essentially hurtful to tin: King's ia- chaptbi 
terest. xxl - 

"The ammunition find firms, given us by the King, we 
have not jet been able to fetch away. It is a good store in 
hand, to make ourselves firm, in treating with the Americans, 
But I am miserably disappointed in the guns. These my 1789 

•!>< & J August 10 

people, who have ever be on accustomed to tho best English 
guns, find the greatest difficulty to use, being entirely unfitted 
cither for the purposes of hunting or war. They may say 
they have no other ; but I pointed out where they may be 
got, and, if our friends resolve to support us, they might do 
it with that which is good, 

" A Chief of the Coosawdas, named Red Shoes, has lately 
returned from New-Orleans, very well satisfied with his recep- 
tion and treatment there, and has brought a very good talk 
with him, and I. am equally satisfied that the western horizon 
is again cleared up, and looks fair, and so it will always con- 
tinue, if the intern ti cm of adopting, as good Spaniards — * » * 
The restless American is entirely given up, I mean in our 
neighborhood, between us and tho Chootaws. I have ob- 
served to Governor Mho, that the reasons he gave me for 
settling Americans on the west side of the Mississippi are 
founded in real political principles, and I truly wish it was in 
the compass of our power to drive them all from the Cum- 
berland and Ohio, to seek the new asylum, so, being moved 
out of our way, our warriors would never follow them there, 
The Ooosawda Chief, Red Shoes, being disgusted with Captain 
Folch, of Fort " Tomlwebe," resolved to go to Governor Miro, 
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chapter who satisfied him. Between you mid I, believe me, that Folch 
x is a madman. Tf lie had spoken to an assembly of the Creek 

Chiefe, ;is lie did to the A labium.^, challenged them to war, 
and exhibited to them his swivels, etc., he would have been 
directly taken at his word. He has been heard to declare 
that any person who would murder mo should be protected 
in Spanish limits. I do not doubt his evil intention, as he 
has already given a specimen of it, in having assassins to 
murder a poor fellow, Lawrence, in the house of my sister, 
Sehoy Weatherford.* Suirh men. in official stations, do great 
injury to their country, sit one time or another. This has 
been proved, 
Au'aetM "^ ^'' en ^ *^ e governor, is likewise possessed with the 
belief, that all the damage done the settlers below is done by 
us ; but it is wrong. The whole was a few horses and men 

"Lawrence was killed m [lio house of Schoy Weathcrford, then 
sitUiiUlll ll['Kl llli; SjHll. "■oi.'.ll.: Colonel Ciiarle-' Hooks Loir.a-.iiy livi'd, mid 
which is row owned by Mauiki: Connolly, in those days, a man and 
his wife seldom lived in li'.c same- house. The husband, Charles Wea- 
thoil'otd, lived a; hi? race crack, a lew miles above, on r:.t Alabama. 
Lawrence and others ivt:v. aecus.td of siealing horses from the Span- 
iards, near Mobile, and Captain Folch sent some equally bad men in 
pursuit of them. The accused took refuge in Sehoy Wealherford's 
house. It was .surrounded, and Lawrence was killed in l'ao middle of 
the floor. The others escaped. It is this circumstance to which Mc- 
Gillivray alludes. I derived these facts from Lachlan Durarvt, who was at 
the house of his aunt Weatherford, when Lawrence was killed. Du- 
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taken, and my sister Durant tool; back the greater portion chapter 
of these from the Coosawdas. But, at present, the Choctaw 
is the favorite, and all the outrages which they commit are 
carefully turned upon us by their partisans. It is notorious 
that the Choctaws are die contented, and Indians never fail to 
manifest it^ either in taking scalps or committing' depredations, 
which East they do, for if is common for them to kill horses 
and cattle, etc., on " Tombeebe,'" ami this summer even about 
Mobile, But all this is concealed from Governor Miro. Ben 
James, who is so much confided in, is privately an American 
agent, and has actually a commission, which he received from 
Georgia, to act wilh Davenport, and T know, could he be sup- 
ported wiih any necessaries by the Americans, he would throw 
oft' the mask. He was oven weak enough to address me fin- 
leave to open a trade with the States, which J. refused him, as 
well as Ms application. As a proof of my assertions respecting A ™ t , 
the Choctaws, Folch scut them a talk this summer, menacing 
them with a stoppage of their trade, until they made satisfaction. 
I am ever ready to make allowances for it momentary impres- 
sion, caused by false reports ; but it would be better that they 
were more guarded again?!, and not made the grounds of 
making differences, which might produce, a serious effect. 
The late menaces which were, thrown out to me created no 
great anxiety in my mind, because T could have d:recily 
opened the eastern, door, where large magazines of goods, 
etc., have been stored, for some time past, awaiting it to be 
opened, but, for peace and quietness sake, T hope that there 
will be no occasion now for it— as everything is fallen into a 
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. calm, so let it remain ; and, all that 1 liavis said or done 
was solely to discover and show the means to prevent it, I 
hope forever, between us. 

"The Chickasaw nation nreconlent ( whatever- Diego Mingo 
may say to the contrary,) to pnt up with the loss of that 
chap's brother and son, for having fallen in bad company. 
This will be a warning, and convince them that they will not 
be permitted, with impunity, to act or encourage hostile de- 
signs against us, in concert with any people. 

"Now, let me talk a iiltk upon my private affairs. I wish 
I could lay my hand on that last letter, to send you, and a 
very curious, and, to you, not an uninteresting Carolina news- 
paper, just received; but they are both swallowed up in a 
multitude of papers. You know how it is with me, in the 
paper way. The commissioners of the United States say, it 
would give them great pleasure to have a private conversation, 
previous to our entering into the business of the treaty, as it 
would tend to make it go on agreeably, and with more ease. 
I need not interpret this paragraph to you, when you already 
know that I have, for some time past, been endeavoring to 
recover my bouse and lands, with my' family estate, which, to 
your knowledge, is more than £30,000 sterling, the offer of 
which is now, I espect, to bo pressed upon me. And there 
has, since 1 saw you last, arisen considerable conflict in ray 
mind, in revolving these matters over. Here am. I. an abso- 
lute heavy tax upon you, for years, and, in fact, not only for 
my private support, but for all the extra expenses of this 
department; and although, my dear sir, I know that I 
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<■»;> sl.ill depend upon your generosity, and in your IVu-Tn Lr-iii]"). chAI'tjjh 

that you overlook the heavy expense that I put you to, yet 
yon well know how hurtful it is to the fooling heart, to be AusLtio 
beholden to subsis! on (he bouish of private friendship. Thus 
situated, I ask — I wish you to give me your opinion. On the 
one hand, T am offered the restoration of my property, of 
more than one hundred thousand dollars, 'it the least valua- 
tion ; and on the other, not wherewithal to pay an interpreter, 
And I find that letter's arc still addressed to me, as agent for 
his Catholic Majesty, when I have sometime ago renounced 
the pittance that was allowed, as being ;i consideration dis- 
graceful to my station. If they want my services, why is not 
a regular establishment made, as was done by the English, 
with a competent salary allixdd, and allowance for two inter- 
preters, one among' the Upper and one among the Lower 
Towns, for, hitherto, 1 have had tomainiain them myself; 01 
shall I have recourse to my American estate, to maintain 
them and myself. I wish you to advise me what I had best 
do. 

"Although I have no solid ground to hope a complete ad- 
justment of our dispute with the Americans, I am resolved to 
go, if it is only to wipe off the suggestion made to me hy our 
friends, that I am actuated by unjust motives and an unrea- 
sonable prejudice against the Americans, as the ground of 
hostility against them. But. if they, 011 the other hand, should 
find a body of people approaching their mines, would not they 
say, "what business have you here' Do not you know that 
there are grounds from which we draw the chief source of 
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- and happiness, and we cannot suffer you to 
participate in, or deprive us of them ; and these encroaehers 
should refuse to withdraw, would they not commence and 
support an inveterate hostility, uut.il they should expel them. 

"The fellow, Remain, whom Madame Villar writes of, was 
a great liar. He came here from the Cboctaws, with a quan- 
tity of silver-ware and a- few goods, and wanted Nick White 
to join him in purchasing negroes, to carry and sell in New- 
Orteans. After roving about for some time, he had a diffe- 
rence with Milfort," who threatened to send him, in irons, to 
New-Orleans, which terrified him, apparently, and he went 
off to the Creek town, Cholinw, and, from thence, either to 
Detroit or to the States. 

" A copy of this letter you can send to the **** Miro, as 
I intended the former one. 

"I expect our treaty will be over by the middle of Septem- 
ber. If we return safe, expect a visit early in October, from 
Dear Sir, yours, most truly, 

ALEXANDER McGILXJVRAY. 

To William Pa_\ton, Peusacola." 

William Panto n was under (rival obligations to Mctiillivray, 
for tiie power of the Chieftain had enriched him beyond mea- 
sure. He now had large trading establishments at all the 
prominent posts of Florida. His chief store was at Pensaco- 
la. It usually contained a stock of goods to the value of fifty 
thousand dollars, and he employed fifteen clerks to attend to 

*The French officer who livi'J ;o long in the nation. 
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it. Here lies had extensive ' ! skin-houses," whore his valuable chapter 
skins and rich furs were, assorted, and packed up, for foreign XXI ' 
markets. Besides his stores at St, Johns, St. Marks, St. Au- 
gustine, Penaaeola and Mobile, he had trading establishments 
at the Chickasaw Bluff, upon the Mississippi. It is said that 
fifteen schooners, owned by himself, were eons.t;mt!y employed 
by him, in his business. How alarming to him, then, was 
the preceding letter of .WcCillivray, and how anxious was he 
that no treaty should be made with the Americans, that would 
affect his extensive commerce. McGillivray, on the other 
hand, was in a situation the most, favorable to obtain honors 
and emoluments, and he could well threaten the Spaniards 
with " opening the eastern door" — the Americans with support 
from the King of Spain — and alarm Patiton with the idea of 
a new commercial treaty. This able and ingenious Indian, 
Scotchman or Frenchman, (for who can tell which blood most 
influenced his disposition,) kept l.'anton. Spain and the United i;es 
States in a state of feverish exeileineut, while Georgia was 
horribly harassed, and made to loci his malignant resent- 
ments, for the banishment of his father and the, confiscation 
of his patrimony. 

Washington was now President. He associated with Gen. 
Pickens, David Humphreys, Cyrus Griffin and Benjamin Lin- 
coln, as commissioners, to treat, with McGillivray. These three 
O'liUenii'ii, filing I'foin New- York, arrived a.t Savannah, with s^cmiM- 1(1 
abundant provisions to feed the Indians, while at the treaty- 
ground. In a few days, they reached Kock Lauding, upon 
the Oconee, where Metiillivray, at the head of two thousand 
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chapter warriors, Lad boon encamped for more than a week, on tbe 
XXI " western bank of the river. The commissioners pitched theti 
camp oil the eastern hank. The first two days were spent in 
private conferences with \lijGiliivrny, much to the satisfaction 
of the commissioners, for they were treated by him with great 
courtesy and politeness. The latter also visited most of the 
Chiefs, who all app eared friendly, and glad Ui make their ae- 

Bcpiember 34 quaintaiiee. The commissioners crossed the river, to the. western 
side, and, after partaking ut' tlic black drink, were conducted, 
by the Chiefs, with great pomp and. ceremony, to the place of 
council. One of them made a. speech to the Indians, promi- 
sing much liberality on the part of the United States, which 
was well received. Impressed with the favorable turn of 
things, a* they supposed, they immediate:}- read to the Chiefs 
a copy of the treaty, which t!ie\ had drawn up. It stipulated 
that, the boundary made at Augusta, Shouhler'oone and Gal- 
pbinton should remain ; that the United States would gua- 
rantee the territory, west of that boundary, forever to tbe 
Creeks; that a free trtide should he established with the 
Indians, from ports upon the Altamaha, through which the 
Indians could import a:id export, upon the same terms as the 
citizens of the United States. That all negroes, horses, goods 
and American citizens, taken by the Indians, should be re- 
stored. 
SeDtemiwi The commissioners then relived to their encampments, and 
that night, McGillivray and his Chiefs went into a grand pri- 
vate council. The next morning the Chieftain informed the 
commissioners, by letter, that (.he terms the}' proposed were 
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not satisfactory, and that (lie Indians had resolved to break 
up and go home. He promised to meet them again, at some 
future time, and to keep his warriors from acts of hostility, 
during the ensuing winter. The commissioners were astound- 
ed, for they had imagined that everything was in a proper 
train. But the terms they proposed were unaccompanied 
with a solitary equivalent, and exhibited an extremely nig- 
gardly spirit, from which the high-minded Andrew Pickens 
wholly dissented. lie knew that a treaty could not be made, 
without liberal compensation for ihc valuable lands which the 
Georgians were then cultivating. The federal powers also knew 
this, and had instructed the commissioners to pay the Creeks 
a fair equivalent for this territory. They now sought every 
means to induce AlcOillivray to remain, and begged him to 
state hi-, grounds '>f olijeaion lo the draft of the treaty, liut 
he broke up his encampment, and retreated to theOckmulgee, 
from which place he addressed the commissioners the follow- 
ing letter: 

"Ockmuxgee River, 27th Sept., 1789. 
" Gentlemen : — 1 am favored with you letter of yesterday, 
by Weatherford. I beg to assure you that my retreat from 
my former camp, on the Oconee, was entirely owing to the 
want of food for our horses, and at the earnest entreaty of our 
Chiefs. Colonel Humphreys and myself, at different inter- 
views, entered deeply and minutely into the subject of the 
contest between our nation and the State of Georgia. I ob- 
served to him that 1 expected ;iiivple and full justice should 
be given us, in restoring to us the encroachments we coin- 
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. plained of, in which the Oconee land* are included ; but, find- 
ing- i.!i;it. there was no such intention, and that, a restitution of 

■ territory and hiint.ing-gTOumls was not to be the basis of a treaty 
between us, I resolved to return to the nation, deferring the 
matter, in full peace, iill ne\i spring. Many of the principals 
have gone hunting' -nothing further can be done, I am 
very unwell, and cannot, return, We sincerely desire a peace, 
but cannot sacrifice much to obtain it. As for a statement 
of our disputes, lit!; hoiiorahL: Confess has long since been 
in possession of, and has declared that they will decide on 
theni on the principles of justice ami humanity. Tis thai wc 
expect. 

T have the honor to be, etc, 

ALEXANDER McGILLIVRAY. 
To the Hon. Commissioner*. Rock Landing." 



s repaired to .Augusta, with their fingers 
in their mouths. They drew up a series of questions for 
Governor Walton, of Ceorj.'ia, who auswerod them. He sta- 
ted that the lands between the mountains and the old Oge- 
chec line, north of the Oconee, wen: equally the property of 
the Creeks and Cherokees ; that, before the revolution, the 
lauds in the territory of Wilkes county were ceded by these 
tribes to Georgia; that, during the war, the province had 

Ix i attacked by these Indians, and. at the close of it, they 

were respectively called upou to make some satisfaction ; that, 
in the spring of 1783, the Cherokees came to Augusta, and 
signed a treaty, and the Lower Creoles came, in the autumn, 
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and performed the same act, thus ceding to Georgia their 
respective rights 1,d lands speeiiied in these treaties. These 
treaties were laid before the legislature. These lands were 
surveyed, sold, settled and cultivated in peace; that the In- 
dians made these cessions voluntarily, and received presents, 
in return, of value, and that, at the treaty of Uaipliiuton, no 
unworthy use wiis made of the force which was sent upon 
the ground. 

Governor Walton appended to this statement, a list of the 
Ueoryiiiii!-, v.- ho had been killed, and of the property stolen, du- 
ring the recent hostilities, which was alarming ht magnitude.-'" 

The first impulse of President 'Washington, upon the re- 
turn of the commissioners to New-York, was to wage a war of 
iiivasiuii against the (.'reeks and compel them to make a peace, 
and relinquish the Oconee lands. He was influenced to this 
course. »gainsi his judgment, by the urgent demands of the 
• v-ei^-i;:. . i. ■■] ■■■■■!! i. ,r, in Congress. But when he Ibuud, from 
an estimate, tbat the cxjiens.es of the war would amount lo 
fifteen millions of dollars, lie abandoned the project, believing 
that (he General Government could not sustain such an ex- 
pense, while it wrin still struggling with that incurred by a 
loug war with I'.ugland. .lie believed thai, the diih'euUies 
could yet be settled hy negotiation, if he could once get 
Oolonel MeGillivray into his presence. Col. Marinus Willett, 
a native of Long Island, New-York, and a distinguished offi- 
cer in the Canadian, war, and the ,-Vmerienn revolution, was 

* American State 'Papers, Indian Affairs, vol. 1, pp. 65-78. 
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selected by Washington, as- a secret agent, to visit the Creek 
nation, by a circuitous route, and to endeavor to return, with 
MeGiliivray, to theseat of i-Tio Federal Government. He was 
strictly enjoined to keep his mission a (yrofound secret from 
every one, except General Pickens, to whom he bore a letter. 
Colonel Willott sailed from New-York, with a servant and 
two horses, and, after a passage ot fourteen days, arrived in 
Charleston. Leaving this place, lie had not proceeded far. 
before llio servant, inauiiesting much Tear, was ordered back 
to New- York, while a German, of doubtful character, supplied 
his- place, Colonel "Willett reached the residence of Geneva: 
Andrew Pickens, on the Seneca river. General Pickens was 
a gentleman who had been engaged extensively, as we nave 
already seen, in negotiations with the Indians, and one in 
whom Washington rcposodgreat confidence. Obtaining from 
General Pickens an Indian guide, for (lie Cherokee country, 
and purchasing two additional horses, he sat out, to complete 
his lonely and difficult mission, after having enjoyed, for seve- 
ral days, the hospitality and kindness of that (];«■. ir,;.;-.ii«!-.i i! 
revolutionary character. Pursuing his journey leisurely, the 
Cherokee town of Santce, containing eighteen houses, and 
surrounded by mountains, was first reached. The route lay 
through, tattle Chore, and the town of lluufoweki-c-, which 
embraced both sides of a branch of the Coosa, and contained 
about liftv houses. Along the banks o! ihe Kiowah, Colonel 
Willett entered Neweoheta, or .Long Swamp, where he met 
Mr. Thomas Gogg, to whom he bore a letter from General 
Pickens. This gentleman accompanied him to Pine Log, 
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wheve lie had long resided, as a trader among the Cherokees, 
and introduced him to Yellow Bird, the Chief, who not only 
received him with unaffected hospitality, but invited him to 
witness the in.iv.':l Mid exciting game of the ball play. On 
the, bunks of the river, they reached Eustenaree, a, city of 
refuge, to whidi the guilty were wont to fly, find bo wife from 
punishment. No blood could be shed within the hounds of 
its sacred corporation. Here- resided two Indian Chiefs, 
Badger ai d Jobheraon, who gave him a warm reception, in- 
duced by the letters of General. Pickens. The next morning, 
.b:l.b,.i-,::;i ui.id the interpreter, Mr. Carey, having agreed 
Im :i.iTi.,iiipri(iv him to llie Creek n;itio:i, the party all proceeded 
to Hihote, the last of the Cherokee towns in this direc- 
tion, crossed the Ktowah in a canoe, swam the horses, tiin.l 
ascended the Pumpkin Posh mountain, which is nearly a 
day's travel from the river. The wealthy Mr. Scott, a Eu- 
ropean, who had long been a trader in the nation, resided in 
the first Creek settlement, which they now entered. Here, 
learning that McOillivray was then on a visit to Oefuske, on 
the Tallapoosa river, Colonel Willed determined to join him 
at that place. Since he bad left tlie borders of South-Caro- 
lina, more than ten days had been consumed in his solitary 
march, over a wilderness country, which was the constant 
scene of murder mid robbery. The expenses of the expedi- 
tion, chiefly for provender, were paid tor in ribbons and paints. 
At the house of Mr. Craisou, in the Ilillabees, the secret agent 
bad the food iert.mie to meet Colonel \fcdillivray. He de- 
scribe* bint as a "man of an open, generous mind, with a 
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good judgment iitid verv ienaeious memory." lleliveiing the 
important letter of General. Washington, two days ivitc passed 
in conversation v,i;li this* il isi.iiimii-ilni;"! Indian personage, ami 
here Colonel Willett, for Llif first time, witnessed " 1 1 ■: ■ l-i 11: L \.iii- 
ceremony of the black, drink. The party, accompanied by 
Colonel McGillbrav and his servant. Look leave of llie hospi- 
table mansion of Graisou, and, after ten miles travel, ap- 
proached the Jr'ish l'otid Town, where, in the evening, they 
were honored with a dance by the inhabitants. They soon 
arrived at the Hickory Ground, a largo town, and one of the 
'■■■-•iO'.ine- of Colonel Mc.Gillivray. Here, it was understood 
that tli.e Indians of Coosawda were engaged in a grand bask- 
ing for mulberries. 

It was not long before Colonel McGillivray sent out ten 
broken days, for the Chiefs of the Lower Towns to meet at 
Ositchy, to consult on public business ; and, during this time, 
Colonel Willett amused himself in riding about the vicinity, 
lie visited the old French fori, "Toulouse," the remains of 
which were scarcely visible. He tarried several days at Little 
Tallase, the birth-phiee of McGillivray, which was also called 
ihe '■Apple Grove," si'.ualod on the east hank of the Coosa, five 
miles above the Hickory Ground, a mo?r. delightful and well- 
mproved place. Here he fared sumptuously, on fish, veni- 
son, strawberries and mulberries. On the 12th May, the 
agent and. McCillivrnv, with their servants, set out easlw ardly, 
and arrived at the great town of Tooka.bateha at four o'clock, 
in the c, veiling, and passed ihe night wif.li Mr, ('urnells, the 
interpreter. Crossing the Tallapoosa, in company with their 
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host, they went by the house of the Tallase King, and saw a c 
Scotchman, mined .'hnnes McQueen, who had been si trader 
lot- sisiy years, in the nation. The next day. they passed the 
resident ■>(' Lhe Hollowing King, avid reached Coweta, upon 
the Ciiaftahooehie river, where Mr. Deresau, the inter|>reter, 
sheltered fbem for !h.' night, >F;mTi* of this numerous [lobula- 
tion were engaged in drinking lalkii, and the night was spent in 
much noise nnd ea.rousal. l.'assiug down to Gsilehy, the next 
morning, these disiinguisiu-d gentlemen remnined there, await- 
ing the arrival of the Chiefs, wheti, at 11 o'clock, A.M., Col. 
VYilhlt. thi.: secret agent, delivered to the assembled wisdom 
of the ("reek confederacy an address, the substance of which 
was. that he had been sent an immense distance, by our Great 
Chief. George Washington, to invite them to his council- 
house, at fs"ew-York, where ho, with his own hand, wished to 
sign, with Colonel McOillivray, a treaty of peace and allimice. 
lie stated to them that the United States wanted none of 
their lands, ;md thai Washington would talo; ciieetunl mea- 
sures to secure their territory to them, according to the treaty 
which he and Colonel McGillivray would conclude; that the 
President was reiH.lv Lo promote their 1 ith !;•, by al'ibt'ding them 
means to procure goods, in a cheap and easy manner, and 
intended, to perform other acts, which would promote the 
welfare and happiness of the Creek nation. Colonel Willi 'tt 
concluded hi- speech, by earnestly inviting them to embrace 
these terms, and to select such. Chiefs as ihev chose, to accom- 
pany Colonel McGillivray to the great council-house of >few- 
STork, where Washington would make a treaty with their 
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Great Chief "as strong as the "hills and lasting as the 

Retiring for an hour from the vast assembly, whom he left 
to cid ibiTate upon his overtures, Colonel Willett was again 
tidied in, when lie received ibe followitiif speech, from the 
Hollowing King, a line-looking man and groat orator : 

" Wo are glad to see you. You. have come a great way. 
and, as inon as we fixed our eyes upon you, we were made 
glad. We are ]joor, and have- not the knowledge of the 
white people. We were invited to the ireatv at (he .Koek 
Lauding. We went there. Nothing was done. We were 
disappointed, and came back with soitom. '.[.'lie road to your 
great council -house is long, ar.d the weather is hot ; hut om 
beloved Chief shall go with you, and such others as Me may 
appoint. We will agree to all. things wliieh our behm-d 
Chief shall do. We will count tie time lie is- away, and, 
when he comes hack, wo slia.ll be glad to see him, with a 
ireatv that shall be ' as strong as the hills and lasting as the 
rivers.' May yon be preserved from every evil." 

Having negotiated this business, to the mutual satisfaction 
of himself ami the warrior. Colonel Willett. returned to Cow- 
eta that evening, and the next morning assumed the retro- 
arad'"' inarch for Tookabatehn, where he artived on the 21st, 
partook of the ceremony of the black drink, and received a 
speech from the venerable White Lieutenant, as the voice of 
the Upper Creels, brenfhing sentiments similar to those deli- 
vered at Ositchy. Late in the evening of the next day, 
Mc'iillivray and the ageni arrived at tin: liiekorv Ground. 
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From this place Colonel Willett despatched a letter to the 
Secretary of War, by the hands of Mr. Carey, the Cherokee 
interpreter. 

Finally, Colonel MeGillivray, with his nephew and two 
servants, accompanied by this secret agent, set out from Little 
Tallase, for New- York. They were all mounted on horseback, 
and accompanied by several pack-horses. Taking a north- 
eastern direction through the wilderness, Ihey arrived at the 
Stone Mountain, in the present State of Georgia, and were 
there joined by the Coweta and Cusseta Chiefs. Reaching 
the house of General Pit-kens, the party received the warmest 
welcome, and, after being joined !>y the Tallase King, Chin- 
nobe, the "great Natchez warrior," and other Chiefs, the ex- 
pedition again set- out, with throe' wagons, in which rode 
twenty-six warriors, while four were ou horseback. Colonel 
McGillivray and suite were mounted on horses, and the agent 
rode in a sulkey. At Guildford C. -H., Worth-Carolina, a 
truly affecting seene occurred. Some years before this, the 
Creeks had killed a man, named Brown, and captured his 
wife and children, whom they brought lo the, nation. Colo- 
nel McGillivray, moved at their unfortunate situation, re- 
deemed them from slavery, by paying the price of their 
ransom, as he had done- many others, and maintained them 
at his house over a year. Mrs. Brown, hearing of the arri- 
val of Colonel McGillivray, rushed through the large assem- 
bly at the court-house, and, with a flood of teal's, almost 
overpowered him with expressions of admiration of his cha- 
racter, and gratitude for his preservation of her life, and that 
6* 
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of her children, while alone in a land of savages. The party 
passed through Richmond and Fredericksburg, -where they 
were treated willi much kindness, while Colonel McGillivray 
was received by the. most prominent citizens with distin- 
guished consideration. Arriving at Philadelphia., Colonel 
Willett and his party wore there entertained, for three days, 
in a manner which could not. fail to please. Entering a sloop 
at Elizabeth town Point, they lauded in "New-York, where the 
Tammany Society, in the full dress of their order, received 
them in splendor, marched diem up Wail street, hy the 
Federal Hall, where Congress was then in session, and, next, 
to the house of the President, to whom they were introduced 
with much pomp and ceremony. Then, visiting the Minister 
of War, and Governor Clinton, a sumptuous and elegant 
entertainment, at the City Tavern, finished the day.* 

When it became known that McGillivray had departed for 
New-York, great excitement arose in Florida and Louisiana. 
A correspondence began with the Captain-General at.liavana, 
and ending by his despatching, from East Florida, an agent, 
with a large sum of money, to New- York, ostensibly to buy 
flour, but really to embarrass the negotiations with the Creeks. 
Washington, apprised of the presence of this officer, had his 
movements so closely observed, that ihe object of his mission 
was defeated. 

communicating willi the .Senate, advised that. 



* A Narrative lit' tile Miliary Aetiuiis of Colonel Marinas Willett, 
pp. 05-11.1 
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the negotiations v.illi .MeGill.ivrav should be conducted int'or- chapter 
mally, as all the overtures hitherto offered by the commis- XXL 
sioiicrs unci been rejected. Lmbarrassments existed, because 
the commerce of the Creeks was in the hands of a British 
company, who made their importations from England, into me 
Spanish ports. .It was necessary that it should be diverted 
into American channels ; but AIcQillivray 1 * treaty, at Penaa- 
cola,in 1784, could not be disregarded, without a great breach 
.:.if fi.iilli and morals on hi? part. 

But finding, from the informal intercourse with them, that 
Ah^illivray nncl t-ie Chiefs were ready to treat, upon ad- 
vantageous terms, Tfemy .Knox was appointed to negotiate 
with them, and a treaty was concluded by Mm, on the part Ausoai7 
of the United States, and, on the other side, by MeGillivray 
and the delegation, representing the: whole (..'reel; nation. It sti- 
pulated that a permanent peace should be estnblished between 
the Creeks and the citizens of the United States; that the Creeks 
and Seminoles should be under the protection, solely, of the 
American government, and that, they should not make treaties 
with any State, or the individuals of any Slate ; that they 
should surrender, at Hock Landing, white prisoners and ne- 
groes, taken during the recent hostilities, in default of which, 
the Governor of Georgia was authorized to send persons in 
the nation, to claim and demand them ; that the boundary 
line between the Creeks and Georgia was to be that claimed 
by the latter, in the- treaties which she had made at Augusta 
and Shoidderbone. 

Thus did Alexander McGillivray at last surrender the Oco- 



tosledbyGoOgle 



X10 TIII ' : ^I'A'MAJIDS iX ALABAMA AND \HSSISSHT.l 

CHAPTBii nee lands about which so much blood hud been shed, and so 
much negotiation wasted. And for what '■ For fifteen hundred 
dollars, to be paid annually to the Creel; nation, with also some 
!V":iil-i, \" be distributed anio'ue the Indians, Vihicli were then iri 
the warehouses of Augusta, The Federal Government also gua- 
ranteed to them their terriixirv free from future. encroachments.* 
Did the proud, tlie powerful, the shrewd Alexander Mc- 
1790 Gillivray surrender these valuable lands Ibr the pitiful amount 
already mentioned ? Ah ! — but, the reader must not be too 
fast. There was a Kf-r.ret treaty between him and "Washing- 
ton, which now, tor the first time, comes to light, in history, 
it provided that, after two years from date, the commerce of 
the Creek nation should be carried on through the ports of 
the United States, and, in the meantime, through the pre- 
sent channels ; that, the Chiefs of the Oefuskees, Tookabatchas, 
Tallases, Cowetas, Cussetas, and the, Seminole nation, should 
be paid annually, by the United States, one hundred dollars 
each, and be furnished with liaiuLome .medals ; that Alexan- 
der McGillivray should be constituted agent of the United 

States, WITH THE IIASK OF BlilOAiyi KK Gr.NF.RAL, AND THE 
PAY OF TWELVE HUNDRED DOLLARS PER ANNUM 1 that the 

United States should feed, clothe and educate Creek youth at 
the _\orth, not exceeding tour at one time. 

Thus Colonel McGillivray scoured to himself new honors, 
and a good salary, by a secret treaty, winch left him in a 
position to return home and to intrigue with Spain. Even 

* American Stale Papers, hidhui Aieiirs, vol, I, pp. 81-B2. 
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in the present of Washington and his able cabinet, the chapter 

Chieftain pushed hard for favorable terms, and received them.* XK ' 

Receiving half of his salary in advance, McOillivray left A ,^ uat i 8 
New-York, with tin's Chiefs, for the bright waters of the Ala- 
bama. A veil of silence covers the acts of the august Chief- 
tain, for several months, and we hear nothing more of him, 
until he was visited, in the nation, by Lieutenant Jlellr, who 
bore with him two thousand nine hundred dollars, in gold, 
the balance due to the Chiefs, agreeably to the treaty. He 
brought this money, on pack-horses, from New- York, around 
by Virginia and East Tennessee, Heth was instructed to 
remain with McOillivray a. long time, and endeavor to get 
him to carry out the provisions of the treaty, in regard to 
thi' ivMorution of prisoners and negroes, and the ninnine of 
the line between the Creeks and ( 



* I am indebted 10 Gulonel .fohii A. Campbell, an i.- 1 s 1 L t :- ■_■ 3 j 1. lawyer 

of Mobile, and to Mr. Alfred Heinv-u, a distinguished member of to; 
New-Orleans bar, for placing in my hands papers filed in the District 
Court of Louisiana, oo^tuin'nji dm letups of Ales. McGillivray to 
Panton, dated at Little Tnllase, Weptiimbor 20th, 1788, and Angus] 
10th, 1789, which have been copied, in ihi= History, at length. I alec 
found, among this file, the " secret treaty,' 7 written upon sheep-skin, 
and signed by Washington, Knox, MeGiliivray and the Chiefs. A 
celebrated law-suit, bronjibt in this eourt, hy .Johnson and other claim- 
ants, miiler the heirs of Mo.l.lillivray vs. the heirs of Pantnn, was the 
means of the preservation (if these important hisioiieal pspi-rs 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

THE FIRST YAZOO SALE— BOWLES, THE 
FREEBOOTER. 

i Georgia claimed, under a charter of Charles II., all the 
territory, from the Savannah to the Mississippi river, lying 
between 31° and 3o°. She had, as early as February, 1785, 
established, by leyishith e enactment, the county of Bourbon, 
embracing the settlements along the Mississippi, above and 
below Natchez ; but the occupation of thin country by the 
Spanish, government prevented its occupation and settlement. 
Governor TeUkir approved an act of the General Assembly, 
at Savannah, which authorised a coaditioiial sale of the larger 
portion of this wild domain, for the purpose of peopling it, 
and enriching the ireasu it of the State. For a little upwards 
of sixty thousand do! Jars, five million of acres, now embracing 
the territory of the middle counties of Mississippi, were sold 
to a "South-Carolina Yazoo Company.'" 

Seven millions of acres, now emiji'iieing the territory of the 
northern counties of Mississippi, were sold to the " Yivjruria 
Yazoo Company," for a little over ninety-three thousand dol- 
lars. 
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Tliree million, live, hundred thousand acres, now embracing chapter 
the territory of the northern counties of Alabama, were sold xxn ' 
for something over forty-six fbousand dollars, to the "Ten- 
nessee Company.'' 

Spain claimed much of this territory, by conquests, made 
towards Ike close of the revolutionary war, as we have al- 
ready seen, and that power and the United States were now n,,,^,,^ 
negotiating, to settle the boundaries ; hut Georgia took the 
matter into her own bawls, as she ha- ever done with whatever 
concerned her, and as she always will do, as long as her soil 
is inhabited by its present, enterprising, brave and restless 
population. 

Washington, becoming alarmed at the collision which he 
supposed would take place between tfie Federal Government, 
Georgia, Spain and the Indians, in consequence of this extra- 
ordinary sale of territory, issued a proclamation against the Augusiss 
whole enterprise. But the " Tennessee Company " heeded 
him not. Its head and front, Zaeha.riah Coxe, with a number 
of his friends, floated down, on flat-boats, from East Tennessee Mar 
to the Muscle Shoals. Here, upon an island, they built a 
block-house, and other work- of defence, intending to sell out 
much of the best lauds, north and south of the river. But 
the Cherokees, under flic Chief. Class, probably set forward by 
Governor Blount, of Tennessee, who was the active agent of 
Washington, advanced upon this establishment, drove Coxe 
and his adherents out of the block-house, and consumed it by 
fire. Other efforts were afterwards made to colonize this 
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region ; but were defeated by t.lie opposition of thy Chiekasaws, 
the Cherokees, an J the Federal Government.* 

The "South-Carolina Yazoo Compauy" also attempted to 
colonize their lauds, and, for that, purpose, constituted Br. 
James O'Fallan their agent -general, who went to Kentucky, 
raised troops, and issued commissions, in an illegal manner, 
with the design of taking the Natchez country from the 
Spaniards, and peopling the territory. At the same time, 
Edmund Phelan, the sub-agent of the company, was piloted 
through the Creek and Choctaw country, to Natchez, by an 
old Indian country miiii, named Thomas .Kasket, who was to 
have been their interpreter. But Washington caused O'Fal- 
lan. to be arrested, and ordered General St. Clair to put down, 
by military force, all attempts to colonize the Natchez coun- 
try, against which the/ Spanish ^Midster had vehemently remon- 
strated. Great excitement existed : Washington was much 
embarrassed and much abused. 

The " Virginia- Yazoo Company " made no attempts to set- 
tle the lands which they had purchased. 

These companies all failed to meet (he payments due Geor- 
gia for these lands, and that State, by subsequent enactments, 
rescinded the whole bargain, haiing, in the meantime, with- 
held grants from the purchasers, which was a condition of 
sale, until the debt was fully discharged. A great deal of 
recrimination and abuse passed between the authorities of 

* Haywood's History of Tfimw™, up. 349-251). Indian Affaire, 
vol. ],p. 115. 
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Georgia and these companies, and the people who had inno- < 

Wlltlv Slsiti'lVtl, ill iTL-LillfJ- out |i)-h;\t<: enterprises, tn Settle file 

new region. So ended the jirxf Yazoo sale, by the leab ;H-uv 
of Georgia. An account of another, and a more important 
and extensive one, will hereafter be introduced.* 

A Quaker of "Pennsylvania, named Andrew Ellicott, ap- 
pointed by the Federal Government to run the line between 
the Creeks and Georgian*, arrived at Rod; Landing, upon the 
Oconee, in company with -lames Seagiove, an Irishman, who 
was appointed Superintendent: of the Creek nation. At this 
plate the gowTiimctit erected a strong fort, and threw 
into it a large garrison. MeGiliivray n;i- coiislanilv '.irg'.-d, 
from tins point, to er.use the Indian to consent io the running 
of the boundary line, and to assist in its execution ; but the 
Chieftain delayed, and threw all the blame upon the hostile 
efforts of ai i extraordinary man, who must now be introduced 
to the reader. 

William Augustus Bowies, a native of Maryland, at the 
age of fourteen, entered the ISrjtisli anny, as a fool soUi;-! 1 . 
and, after a year's service against his countrymen, sailed with 
a British regiment to Jamaica, in 1777, as an ensign, and, 
from thence, went to Pensacola, Here he was deprived of 
his rank, for insubordination. Oi-gusted with uiiliiary dis- 
cipline, and fond of a roving life, he contemptuous!; thing 
his uniform into the sea, and left Pensacola, in company with 

* Indian Affairs, vol. 1, pp. 116-117. Public Lands, vol. 1, pp. 
13(l-iai-IC3. 
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some Creeks. "He lived upon tin- Tallapoosa for several years, 
and acquired tie Muscogee language to great perfection. He 

visited the Lower Town-, and there maN'icd the daughter of a 
Chief. His elegant and commanding form, tine address, 
beautiful countenance of varied expression, his exalted genius, 
dariiii;- and in'.repidUy. all eonnoev.ed with ;i mind wholly de- 
based and unprincipled, ominenllv titled him to sway the bad 
Indians and worse traders among whom he lived. 

Bowles led a party of Creeks to Penaacola, in 1781, and 
assisted ' 'cneral Campbell to defend that. place from the 
attacks of Don Galvea. He went to Kew-York, joined a. 
company of comedians-, and sailed to New Providence, of the 
Bahamas. Here he alternately acted upon the stage, and 
painted portraits, tor which he had taste and genius. Lord 
Dmimore was then the Governor of the Bahamas. Pantxm, 
Leslie A; Co. despatched to John h'orbes, one of their asso- 
ciates, living at New Providence, a schooner, in which were six 
ihoiisajid piastres. .Lord Ihimnoro seized upon this money, 
as- contraband property. Panton instituted a complain!, to 
the British Court, when the money was ordered to he re- 
turned. Diuiinoro ever aftocwarels hated 1'anton and his co- 
partiiers. lie selected Bowies as an agent, to establish a 
commercial house upon the Chatta hooch ie, which would check 
the prosperous commerce of these merchants. Bowles short- 
ly appeared among the Lower Creeks, and throw the weight 
of his influence, against J'anton, and against Mc.Oillivruv and 
the Georgians, all of whom lie despised. But Mil fort, was 
sent to the Chaltahooehie, with at] order for Howies to leave 
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the- nation in twenty-four hours, on penalty of losing his c 
ears. He fled to New Providence, and, from thence, was 
sent to England, by Dunmore, in company with a delegation 
of Creeks, Seminoles and Cherol;eos, to enlist the English 
government in the cause of these nations, by repelling Ame- 
rican agression. Tin; I Swish Court treated him with kind- 
ness, .and heaped upon him valuable presents. He soon 
returned to A'ew I'ro vide nee, and besran a piratical war upon 
the coasting-vessels of Panton, having taught his warriors to 
navigate the Gulf. He captured some of these vessels, 
laden with arms and ammunition, run them up in bayous, 
where he and an abandoned set. of white men from the pri- 
sons oi Lyndon, together wi'.h -hosts of savages, l -i!- , :ij-. ■■ I ii: 
protracted debaucheries, and, day and night, made the woods 
echo with horrid oaths and panther screams. Panton's hoses 
of merchandize were torn open, distributed among the In- 
dians, and carried to all parts of the nation. Such piratical 
successes soon ga\c him popularity in the Creek country.* 
He now boldly advanced to the heart, of it, denounced Gene- 
ral McGillivray as a traitor to his people, and sought to over- 
throw him and place himself in power. lie had many had 
men, of influence with the Indians who endeavored to stir up 
rebellion. The- most conspicuous of these were Willbanhs. a 
native of New- York and a refugee tory, and a half-breed 
Cherokee named Moses Price. His emissaries contended that 

* Du Lao's Voyage daiia Leg deaux Loaisianes, in 1801, 1802, 1803, 
pp. 458-160. Milforl'a Sejourn dans le nation Greek, pp. 116-124. 
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neither the Americans .me- Spaniards had any right to control 
the Indians, for that England had not. ceded any of their 
country to either power, and that- General McGillivray had 

endeavored to sell his people, iirsi to Spain, and next, to the 
J:\irleral Government. Indeed, at this period, McGillivray, for 
[he first, time in his life, began 10 lose tin: confidence of many 
of the Chiefs and common Indians, who were indignant 
at the provisions of the .Mew-York treaty, which they openly 
disavowed. The Spanish authorities were angry with him, 
and Panton was deceived by him. Bowles even bearded him 
in lii; very den. .All this time, the Federal Government was 
annoying him with urgent solicitations to comply with the 
treaty. Truly, one might suppose thai General McGillivray 
was an unhappy man, and was soon to fall from his high 
position. At length he departed for New-Orleans, when 
Bowles and his emissaries chillingly declared that he had 
fled, never again to show his face upon the Coosa. He went 
frei-|i;r ; nt.!y to New- Orleans, Mobile and Peiisncola, during the 
winter, ami was treated with great attention by tin- Spanish 
nuthorities, notwithstanding the treaty of New-York. The 
secret one, of course, they knew nothing of, nor did Panton. 
lie professed to be sick of his trip to New-York, and request- 
ed not to lie given the title of General. Here he arranged 
tor the capture of Howies, and soon the freebooter was brought 
lo New-Orleans in chain-, and t'rom thence sent to Madrid, in 
Spain, where we must leave him for the present. 

It was not long before measures were adopted, to expel the 
American inhabitants, principally traders, from the Creek 
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ni.it.inn. Governor (.'arondelef decreed thai ihey "ere all to t:il<o 
'!■■ Spanish until of allegiance, and "tight, for the King, from 
the head water* of the Alaha.ma to the sea." James Leonard, 
who had recently arrived at, Ter.snv, refusing to take the oath, 
wis stripped of hi- property, and, while arraiiucniciits were 
making to send him to Moro Castle, in Havana, he made his 
eseape to Rock Landing, upon the distant Oconee. 

McGiliWray relumed to the hanks of the Coosa, still in 
power and authority. It was suspected thai, lie had intrigued 
with the Spanish authorities. Not long afterwards, one Cap- 
tain Don Pedro < diver, who was a Frenchman, but wore the. 
Spanish military uniform, wade his appearance in the nation, 
and was stationed at the Hickory Ground, upon the Coosa, 
His pay was one hundred dollars a month, and he was accom- 
panied hy an interpreter, named Antonio, These things 
looked very suspicions to the federal agents upon the Oeonee. 
It was believed hy many that General ilcGillivray did not 
openly act. against the American government, hut that he 
was doing it secretly, through Captain Oliver and others. It 
was certain that, upon the representations of Oaroudclet to 
the. Uourt of Spain, vesper!,', ng the treaty of Xew-York, and 
the remonstrances of Paiiton to that power, in regard to its 
neglect of the Chieftain, his Catholic Majesty made McGilli- 
vray Superintendent- General of the Creek nation, with an 
annual salary of two thousand dollars ! In July, to this 
amount was added a. salary of fifteen hundred dollars, by the 
same power,* He was, at this time, the agent of Spain, 

* Papers fiioJ in lire District Court of Loalsiaaii. 
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with a salary of tinny-five hundred dollars, the agent of tlie 
United States, with a salaty of twelve hundred dollars, the 
co-partner of Panton, and die llmpcror of the Creek and Semi- 
nole nations, lie was almost unrivalled in intrigue, and we 
doubt if Alabama has ever produced, or ever will produce, a 
man of greater ability." Wo wish we could defend his con- 
duct, with a clear conscience, but. we cannot. It was emi- 
nent, for treachery, intrigue, and selfish aggrandizement. How- 
ever he may have been wronged by the Americans, he ought 
to have acted in good faith with them, after he had made the 
treaty with Washington. But McGillivray was like many 
ambitious and unscrupulous Americans of our day, who view 
politics as a trade. But, notwithstanding he displayed emi- 
nent selfishness, in his relation towards these rival powers, he 
was generous to the distressed, w liom lit:- always sheltered and 
fed, and protected from tin: brutalities of his red brethren. 
He had many noble traits, and not the least of which was his 
unbounded hospitality to friends and foes. 

During the summer and fall of 1792, General McGillivray 
secretly caused large meetings to be held, over the Creek aud 
Cherokee nations, at which he appeared to be only a visitor, 
while Panton and Captain Oliver, in speeches, forbid the 
running of the line between tlieni and the Georgians, in the 
name of the, King of Spain, and decreed that no .American 

" I have only introduced ;i few of McGillivray ! s tetters, to show the 
nid-rrroi Ins mind. The Anionum S-tute Pitpers cmUfiin mr.ny of hi- 
,ible?t letters, addressed to Consrrcss mid to the Secretary of War. 
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trader should enter the nation. Governs" Cnrondclet was also 
active in endeavoring to defeat I lie provisions of the New- York 
treaty. He sent to the Creel; nation a large body of bloody 
Siaw ! ■■■; j. armed and equipped, who look up their abode at 
Souvanoga, upon tbe Tallapoosa, McGillivvay moved his ne- 
groes to Little river, gave up his house to Captain Oliver, whom 
he had so welleslablislii.d in (lie ailVetioas of bis people, and was 
gone, along time, to New-Orleans and Pensaeola. The Span- 
iards not only bad in view tbe prevention of the ad vane;: mo 1 it 
of the Americans on the east, but determined to oppose 
the settlements upon the Mississippi ; to effect all of which, 
they attempted to mate tbe four nations of Indians on their 
side. They strengthened all their forts, and authorial Captain 
rlobn Under, of Tensaw, and other uetive partisans, to raise 
volunteers. Carondelet gave Richard. Fiuuelson and .Joseph 
Durque passports, to go through the- Spanish posts, to the 
Cherokee nation, as emissaries, to incite those Indians to make 
war upon the Cumberland people. John Watts, a half-breed 
of Willstown, was also an active agent. There was, suddenly, 
great excitement produced over (he whole Indian, country. 
One Chief declared, at, Willstown,* that ho had taken the 
lives of three hundred A.uiotitans, but that now he intended 

* Willstown, named for a half-breed Chief, cnliod Red Head "Will, 
whose father was a British officer, was an important Cherokee village. 
The grave of Red Head Will is within two hundred yards of the resi- 
dence of Jesse G. Bauson, who uwus 1 1 1 ■_■ ir.Aiu: site of VV, lis town, situa- 
ted in Little "Wills' Valley, DeKalb county, Alabama. 
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chapter to "drink his fill of blood." The Cumberland people fell 
xxii. Yictims on all aides, while the settlers upon the frontiers of 

Georgia shared the same fate. Dining nil this time, McGilli- 
vray and the Federal authorities at Rock Landing were en- 
gaged in fruitless correspoiidenc:! — the former professing his 
v. : !'!n;.::!i-" i.!i carry out the provisions of the A'ew-York treaty, 
but never doing it. Everything conspired to defeat the hopes 
of Washington. Even Captain Oliver bad become intimate 
with Willbanks, and the rest of the adherents of Bowies, and 
used them against the American interests. McGillivray also 
carried on ;t correspondence with the Rcerotary of War, in 
which lie displayed his usual powers of diplomacy. ^ 

* Indian Affaire, vol. 1, pp. 305-315-a88-2!IO-t;i2. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

SINGULAR INHABITANTS OF ALABAMA. 

The territory now called Alabama was but sparsely settled 
in 1792, except by the natives, and they occupied only some 
of the principal water-courses. Foil Charlotte, at Mobile, 
was garrisoned with Spanish iraifi The old French "Tom- 

beebe,'' which, in Spanish times, was called Fort Conlcd* tui- 
tion, (.'oiil-tiiiu'd also a Spanish gun'isoii. The Kng'.r-li trading 
post, near the present Stockton, then called Tensaw, was re- 
paired and occupied. A Spanish garrison occupied Fort St. 
Stephens, which was built upon a bluff on the Tombigby, 
called, l.i y the Choelavvs, IIolmekini.opa. A considerable Spn ■ 
nish garrison held the fortress ;it l.'onsaeola. West Florida 
and Louisiana were governed by the Cap tain- General, at Ha- 
vana. The next person in authority was the Governor of 
Louisiana, to whom all the eommaixhmts of the posts in Ala- 
bama and Mississippi wore subordinate. The whole i.-rvnor;, 
of Alabama was then an immense wilderness, with American 
trading-posts on the cast, upon the Oconee, and those of Spain 
upon the south and west, while it "as uninhabited by whites, 
as far as the distant Cumberland settlement^, on the north. 
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i The most populous settlement, with the exception of Mo- 
bile, was hi )o:i the Tensaw river and lake of that name. It 
was composed of both whigs and royalists. The latter had 
been driven from Georgia and ihe Carolina*. Added to these, 
were men, mi- iKncrU, rippropriatelv called old Indian conn- 
try men, who had spent iisnch of their lives in Indian com- 
merce. The most con -pic nons and wealthy inhabitant of this 
neighborhood was Captain John Linder, a native of the Can- 
ton of Berne, in Switzerland. He resided many years in 
Charleston, as a British engineer and surveyor. There Gene- 
.till "Nfo*" ■ ilU'-[';iv became acquainted with him, mid, during the 
revolution, assisted in hringing here liis family and large ne- 
gro property. 

In February, 1?91, a party of emigrants, consisting of 
Colonel Thomas Kimbil, John Baruetu JUjbeit Sheffield, I'ar- 

ton Ilaimoii, and ■ Momiger, with a wife and. children, 

three of whom were grown, set out from Georgia, for the 
Tombigby. Entering the Creek nation, one of the children 
was injured by a fall, which compelled the elder Mounter and 
his younger family to stop moon the trail, 'They were after- 
wards robbed, by the Indians, of everything they possessed, 
and had to make their woy back to Georgia on foot. The 
three young Mouugers, and the other emigrants, conliiiiHa! to 
tlie Tensaw, passing the creeks and rivers upon rafts. They 
found, upon their arrival at. Tensaw, the Halls, Byrnes, Minis, 
Killcreas', Steadham.s, .Hashes, hinders and others. Crossing 
the Alabama and Tombigby upon rafts, they found, residing 
below Mcintosh Bluff, lite Bales', Lawrences and Powells. 
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Above tlici'o, on the Tombigby, they discovered the Danleys, chapter 

Wheels, Johnsons, MeGrows, Uockots, Freelands, Talleysand xxm * 

Bakers. Among these few people. Colonel Kimbil and his 

little party established themselves, and began the cultivation 

of the soil with their horses, upon the backs of which they March 

bad brought a- few axes and ploughs. 

The garrison at St. Stephens was composed of one compa- 
ny, commanded by Captain Fernando Lisora, The block- 
house, the residence of the commandant, and the church, 
were fiood buildings, of frame- work, clay and plaster. The 
other honse.s were small, and covered with cypress hark. All 
the inhabitants of this place, and of the country, were re- 
quired to labor so many days upon the public works, to take 
the oath of allegiance, and to assist in repellm^ the depreda- 
tions of the Creeks, who stole horses and other property. 1793 
Some l-'reneu farmers, also, lived upon this river, who dwelt 
in houses made almost entirely of clay, while those of the 
Americans were constructed of small poles, in the rudest 
manner. They all cultivated indigo, which was worth two 
dollars and fifty cents per pound. The burning of tar en- 
gaged much of the time of the Spaniards, still lower down. 

Upon Little river, dividing (bo modern counties of Bald- iisa 
win and Monroe, lived many hit elli aval; and wealthy people, 
whose blood was a mixture of white and Indian, '('his colony 
was formed fit an early period, for the benefit of their large 
slocks of cattle, for the wild grass and cane were here never 
killed by the frost. A most remarkable woman, a sister of 
Genera] Menillivray, lived occasionally among these people. 
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CHAPTBB Sophia Mcfiillivray, :i maiden beautiful in 'ill respects, w;.is 
' living at her native place, upon the Coosa, when Benjamin 

Ilurant, a iiian or" Huguenot, blood, eame from South-Caro- 
lina, to her mother's house. A youth of astonishing strnnglh 
find activity, he had mastered sill who opposed him at home. 
Ki-i:i;_i i: dunned by the traders that a man in the Creek nation 
was- his superior, he immediately set, out for that region, to 
which he bad long before been.inclined to go, ITe was hand- 
some, and his complexion was almost as hvown as that, of the 
1792 pretty, dark-eyed Sophia. She went with him to the Hicko- 
ry Ground, only a few mile* distant, whore, many Indians had 
collected, In see the antagonists meet. They encountered 
each other, and ;i tremendous fight etisued. Durant. felled 
Irs antagonist to the ground, where lie lay, for a time, insen- 
sible. The conqueror was proclaimed the champion of the 
nation. lie soon married Sophia, and. went to reside upon 
one of the estates of her father, the wealthy Lachla.n MeCil- 
livray, situated upon the Savannah ri\ or. Muring the siege 
of Savannah, she was there with her father, her hushaud, and 
her little hoy, Lachlan "Durant, who is now favorably known 
to many of our modem citl/ens, and is yet, a resident of iialel- 
wan county. When the city was .surrendered to the Ameri- 
cans, she parted from her father, amid a Hood of tears, and 
set out for her native Coosa, while lie, as we have, .seen, sailed, 
with his British friends, back to Scotland, 

Sophia. .Otirant had an air of authority about her, equal, if 
not superior, to that of her brother, Alexander. She was 
much better acquainted svith the Indian tongue, for he had 
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long lived out of the nation. When, therefore, he he'd conn- i 
oils in the vicinity of her residence, she was accustomed to 
deliver his sentiments in a- sot speech, to which the Clii':!'- 
listened with delight, Her hushar.d became ;i wealthy man, 
and " Durant's Bend,"* and other places upon the Alabama, 
still preserve his memory. In the summer of 1790, while 
McGiilivray was at, i' cw- York, the Creek- threatened to de- 
scend upon the Tensa.w settlers, a.nd put the '"11010 of thorn 
(o death. Mrs. Pilraiil mounted ahorse, with u ju'hto woman 
upon another, and set out from Little river, camped out at 
night, and, on the fourth day, arrived at the Hickory Ground, 
where', she- assembled the Chiefs, Ihreiateaicei '.hem with the 
vengeance of her brother upon his return, which caused the 
arrest, of the ringleaders, and put a complete stop to their 
miirdei'v'.is intensions. Two weeks afterwards, this ^ni^i tie 
and gifted woman was delivered of twins, at the Hickory 
Ground. One of them married James Bailey, who was killed at 
the fall of Fort Mims, in 1813, and the other lived to be an 
old woman. At a laterperiod, Mrs, Durant will again appear 
in this history. 

The territory of the present county of Montgomery con- 
tained a few white inhabitants, in 1792. Among others, there 
was a white woman, who had lived with her husband, at Sa- 

* The most remarkable bend upon the Alabama, embracing a large 
tract of land, lying hi' r. ween Mcn-.T'imny ;i.;i! Hdma, formerly the pro- 
perty of the late Honorable William Smith, and now owned by John 
Steele, of Autauga. It was cultivated by Benjamin Datum, as early nr 
I7B6. 
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chapter vannah. He was there a foot soldier, in one of the British 
xxiil. r0 gi me nt8, but. deserted irora the ;>nny, when she fled with him 
to the Ohaltahoochie. lie died at Cupola, and his bold and 
adventurous wife continued to wander through the Creek 
1 nation, and finally settled in the territory of the present 

county of Montgomery, upon the eastern side of a creek, 
which still bears her name, for she was called by no other 
than that of "Milly." Here, among the Ouwalla Indians, 
she established herself, without husband, father, children, or 
oven a single friend. Espousing one of 'he sons of the forest, 
she soon began to have comforts around her. Her stock of 
rattle became large, to which was added, in a few years, a 
large drove of ponies, lor many years, Milly lived alone 
upon ibis creel;. The trading-path, leading front I'ensaeoiit 
to Too!; abate! i a, passed by her house. But, at the period of 
1792, her solitary hours were agreeably relieved by the prat- 
tle of a little white girl. In 1790, a party of Creeks ad- 
vanced to the Georgia [Von tiers, and, surrounding the liouse 
of one Hearlet, killed him rsiid his wife and children. A little 
girl, n rimed I'empey Kills, about eight years old, the child of 
a neighbor, was in the house at the time, and, when the at- 
tack was made, she concealed herself under tho bed. After 
all the family lay upon the floor, in tho sleep of death, a 
warrior discovered T'einpey i'lllis, Mid, dragging her out by 
the hair, raised his hatchet to kill her; but, reflecting that 
he could possibly obtain a handsome sum for her ransom, he 
placed her on his horse, and carried her to Auttose, on the 
Tallapoosa. Here sin. 1 was often beaten, and made to bring 
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wilier from tin:- springs. One day Miliy heard that the Aut- chaptbb 

toses had a white girl in slavery. JSlie immediately mounted XXI,r - 

her pony, lode to Auttose, paid ten ponies and six head of 

cattle for Teinpey, and, the next day, carried this unfortunate 

child to her house, h'or several years she acted the pin of 

a most affectionate mother. Subsequently, the child was 

delivered to Seagrove, the Creek Agent, fit St. Mary's, and 

was sent from thence to her friends in Georgia. Old Milly 

was exceedingly attached to Tumpey, and (rave her up with 

great reluctance.* 

Near the prairies, within a few miles of this solitary wo- 
man, lived William Gregory, a native of one of the Slates, 
who had resided for years among the Indians. Be was now 
a stock-keeper, and lived in a cabin, which contained his 
Indian family. As far as the eye could reach, over the beau- 
tiful and gently rolling plains, his cattle and horses fed, un- 
disturbed by man or beast. It .is said that William 'Irei'orv 
was ii hind- hear ted man, who fed the wanderer, " without 
money and without price,' 7 and who, even in a lawless land, 
possessed ii heart which prompted him to be honest. 

In 1785 came, also, into this neighborhood a Jew, named 
A.bram "Mordoeai, a native of Pennsylvania, and who es- 
tablished a trading-house at the spot where now stands the 
house of Mrs. Birch, two miles west of Line Creek. Here, lm 
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chapter also, l^cd James Russell, another (rader, who being a tory, 

KXU1, had sought tins place t<> lie rid of whig persecution, A tory, 

named I. iivo, and Dargau, a Dutchman and notorious liorsc- 

1783 thief, .lived near the site of Mount. Megs, where they carried on 
a small commerce. All thesis traders had Indian wives, ex- 
cept Moj'di'i.'a'i, whose faithful spouse was Indian, oon-il: |..-i-: = 1 .! y 
darkened with the blood of TTam, 

At Eeonchate, Red Ground, low .embracing the southern 
suburbs of tlie city of Montgomery, lived several white tra- 
ders. Charles Weather ford established a- trading-house upon 
the first eastern bluff below llie eouihienee of the Coosa and 
Tallapoosa, and laid out the first race-paths ever known in 
East Alabama. Often would the noted horse-thief, fresh from 
the frontiers of Georgia, here, for tlie first time, try 'lie speed 
of his stolen ponies, 

The most blood -thirsty, fiendish and cruel white man, that 
ever inhabited any country, was Savannah Jack, or, as he was 

vm universally called, by this outlawed world, " Savaner Jack,'' 
who lived at Souvanoga, upon the Tallapoosa, lie boated 
that he had killed so many women and children, upon the 
Cumberland and Georgia frontiers, in " company with his 
town's people, that he could swim in their blood, if it was 
collected in one pool. 

Thus we see that the territory of Montgomery county, now 
the focus of so much wealth and intelligence, was then a 
wilderness, inhabited by Indians and the few singular charac- 
ters who have been named. Indeed, all over the territory of 
Alabama and Mississippi, wherever an Indian town of impor- 
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lance was found, wliite traders lived. Some of them became 
wealth)' ; but like all property acquired in si commerce wit.li 
Indian-, il generally left the owner, in bis old age. One of 
these up-country Ira-dors. " Woccocoie Clarke," living at Woe- 
coooie, in the modern Coosa county, transported ilis mer- 
chandize and skin, upon seventy pack-horses. His squaw, 
who was of great assistance to him, lie called Queen Anne, 
for Ciarke v.;is an EiMlislnii.:!-. 

Besides skins, of various kinds, the traders bought up 
bees-was, hickory-nut oil, snake-root, together with various 
medicinal barks, and transported them to Augusta and I'en- 
sacola on pack-horses, and to Mobile and New-Orleans in 
large canoes. The pnek-borsos used in this trade were gene- 
rally small ones, raised in the nation, but were capable of 
sustaining heavy loads and of enduring great fatigue. A 
saddle-, of ii. peculiar shape, was first placed upon the pony. 
The load consisted of three bundles, each weighing skiy 
pounds. Two of these bundles were suspended across the 
saddle, and ea.me down by flie sides of the pony, while, the 
third was deposited on lop of the saddle. Tbe whole pack 
was covered with a skin, to keep oil' the rain. Thus the 
pony sustained a load of one hundred nud eighty pounds. 
Even liquid? were conveyed in the same manner. Taffai, a 
mean rum, was carried 011 these horses, in small kegs. In- 
deed, these hardv animals transported everything for sale, and 
even poultry, of all Iriuds, was carried in cages, made of 
reeds, strapped upon their backs, A pack-norseman drove 
ten ponies in a lead. 1ft- used no lines, but urged them on 
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chapter willi big hickories and terrible oaths. Accustomed to their 
XXI!I " duty, they, however, seldom gave trouble, but jogged bristly 
along. The route and the stopping- pi aces became familiar^ 
and, us evening approached, the little fellows quickened their 
trot, with new life and aeiivity. When the sun retired over 
the hills, the caravan stopped ; the packs were taken off, piled 
up in a heap, and covered with skins; the horses were bulled, 
and turned out to find their 1'ood, which consisted of grass 
and young cane. It was usually late the next morning before 
the horses were collected and packed, for no person, ia an 
Indian eoun'iry. is ion! enough to regard time. An atLaek 
from the natives, upon traders, was of rare occurrence. They 
imagined that they needed the supplies which they broughi 
into their country, and, regarding these singular merchants as 
their best friends, did not even rob them. A. pach-h<>rscm:m 
always drank tati'ai — it cheered him in the forest, and em- 
boldened him in distress. With a bottle slung by his saddle, 
he often indulged, while those before, and behind him followed 
his custom. Those going to Pensaoola and other places, 
were frequently in want of the stimulant, and it was custom- 
ary for the traders, whom they met, coming from market, to 
hali. and treut. and interchange jolves. The trader who sud- 
denly rushed by a thirsty party, was long remembered, as a 
mean fellow. 

Nothing stopped these men on their journey. They swam 
all swollen creeks, and rafted over their effects or produce. 
Where they had no canoes, rivers were crossed in the same 
manner. If they reached a stream, having large cane on its 
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banks, these were presently cut, ten feet long, and tied up 
into bundles, ,'ibont. three fee! in circumference, which wen: 
placed in the water. Across these others were hud, which 
formed an admiral >! o raft, capable oi' sustaining great weight. 
Logs were, also, often employed in the construction of rafts. 
Guided by long grape-vines, they were generally dragged 
Haft;l v across, to the opposite side, where the ivo; ponies stood, 
ready to receive their packs again. Then all hands drank 
iailai, and jounh-yed on, with lijdil hearts and laughing fioe-e 
The average travel was twenty-five miles a day. The route 
from Pensaeoht was a well -beaten path, leading up the coun- 
try, and across the fatal Murder Creek, and thence to within 
a few miles of the Catoma, when it diverged into several 
trails, one of which led to Tooka hatch ;i, along the route of 
the old Federal road, the other to Montgomery and We- 
tumpka, by the Red Warrior's Bluff, now Grey's Ferry, upon 
the Tallapoosa. This trail continued to the Tennessee river.* 
Northward, there were no white settlements between the 
Alabama river and the vicinity of Nashville. Here, in 
1792, the Creeks committed many depredations. They 
pushed their hostilities to the very doors of Nashville. They 
attacked the house of Thompson, a wealthy and respectable 
man, killed the whole family, except his interesting daughter, 

* Conversation s wilh Ahi-am MuitIim-.:*:, .Limes Moure, and many 
other old traders; alsn iM.iiivrifiaiens- with [Jinan iMounger, of Washing. 
ion county, Mrs. Sophia MeComb, Mrs. Howse and Lachlan Durant- 
In many things, they ;i re supijorttd by the ^-pevis contained in Indian 
Aftaira, vol. 1. 
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just, arrived at womanhood, whom they carried in captivity to 
Kialigee, upon the Tallapoosa, together with an amiable lady, 
named Caffrey, with her little son. The unhappy prisoners 
found, in ibis town, a young woman, nameel Sarah i'Melier, 
who had, several years before, been captured, in the Msro 
district, which was also called Cumberland district. Miss 
Thompson was ransomed lay Riley, a trader, for eight hun- 
dred v.ilulir. of dressed deer-skins, worth two hundred and 
sixty dollars, and was treated with kindness by her bene factor, 
and restored (.0 lier friends, Mrs, Caft'rey v, as separated from 
her. son, beaten witli sticks, scratched witb gar's tc-eth, and made 
to work in (lie iields. After two years, sbe n:i' also carried to 
.Nashville, Tint, without her boy. 1'be little fellow bi-came an 
Indian in his Leeiiiigs, and, when lie bad been in the nation 
five years, it was wii.h difficnlty that Mordeeai could separate 
him from bis .Indian playmates, and cany him to Peagrovo, 
Th.n v'!iL.|'.-maii seat him to Governor Blount, and lie finally 
reached his molhers arms. The bloody Coosawdas, wbo 
lived upon the Alabama, were frequently out upon the Cum- 
berland, engaged, in the massacre of the settlers and the 
plunder of their effects. Captain .Isaacs, the Chid' of this 
town, returned, in 1792, with Elizabeth Baker, a young lady 
from Cumberland. How miserable anil lonely must have 
been the journey, witb these sanguinary warriors, who bore 
the scalps of her fa'.her, mother, brothers and sisters, daily 
suspend'. (1 upon poles, before her eyes. When she arrived 
in Coo^iwda, the savages hung [heir trophies upon the coun- 
cil-house, and danced around them with exulting shouts. 
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But 'die fiiu nd a friend in Charles WeiLtherford, who lived chapter 
across the liver. He ransomed Mips Baker, and placed her xxla - 
in charge of his wife, Sehoy, the half'-sMi?!- of General McGil- 
liyray, and Hie mother of the eele lira ted William Wout'wv- 
ford, who will figure in this history hereafter. The unfortu- 
nate eapiive. ul Li 1 1 Lately reached hoi: fris-nds. ft would be an 
endless task, to enumerate all the instances of irmi'der and cap- 
tivity which occurred ii[ioii tlie frontiers of Georgia and Ten- 
nessee.* 

* Indian Affairs, vol. 1, pp. 43 i^3 3-270-274-6S4 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

DEATH OF McGlLLIVRAY— BLOODY SCENES. 

chapter The Spanish authorities of Louisiana- ami the Lloridas no re 
Xxn ' accused of producing the bloody swiies, to which allusion was 
made in out' last chapter. Great jealousies and difficulties ex- 
isted between them and t.i.io south- western people of the United 
States, and even between them and the Lederai Government. 
John Jay, on the purl of the Litter, and Don Guardeiqui, vepre- 
-■■/li'ii Siiiln, began a correspondence at. Kew-Yovk, then the 
seat of the Inderal Covenimenl, as early as 17S5, for the pur- 
pose of settling tile matters in dispute. Jay insisted upon the 
right of the people of the Union, now fast settling upon tiie head 
branches of the Tennessee, the Cumberland and the Ohio, to 
navigate the Mississippi, to the Gulf, with their commerce, 
free of duty, and also the right to occupy, exclusively, all the 
territory east of that river, as low down as the line of 31", 
all of which, he contended, was consistent with our treaty 
with England, made in 1782. Guardoqni resisted these claims, 
with great show of reason. He contended that Don Galvez, 
in 1780, by his victories, took from Lngiand, Mobile, Baton 
Rouge, mid l''ort Pauinure, at, "Natchez, with all their depen- 
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deneies ; that, at the same time. Captains Parre ami Vi liars, < 
with. Spanish troops, look formal possession of the English 
posts on tlii? Upper Mississippi, cast of tlii.it river, one of 
which was situated two hundred ami Uveal y-i wo leagues 
above St. Louis ; that, in 1781, Don Galvez completed these 
conquests, by the reduction of Pensacoi;! ; that the territories 
now in dispute wen-, at lire time of die signing of the treaty 
between England and (lie United States, solely in the occupa- 
tion of Spain, and that Knglnnd had no right to negotiate in re- 
gard to them, and, in fact, did not really do so, but rather 
"tacitly left safe the territorial rights of His Catholic Majesty." 
These positions were- met by .lay, by a reference to the treaty 
which Spain made with England, seven, weeks after the latter 
had made die one with us, fa the eighth article, Spain agreed 
to restore, without compensation, all the English territories con- 
quered by her, except llii' I'lurldas, tin? northern limit of which, 
be asserted, was 31° ; that Spain was bound, by this article, 
to have delivered up to Kr: gland (wdio was to deliver to the 
United States) all the territory claimed by Georgia, from the 
Chattahoochie to the Mississippi, between 31" and 35". But 
there was the rub. Which was the northern boundary of 
Spanish West Florida '. We have impartially examined this 
subject The charter of Charles II., to the lords proprietors 
of South-Carolina, under which Georgia claimed all the pre- 
sent States of Alabama and Mississippi, that monarch had no 
right to make. The territory of those States was discovered 
(to say nothing of the conquest of De Soto) by the French, 
under Marquette and La Salle, and then by Iberville. Ala- 
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■. bama and Mississippi were immediately occupied by France. 
T]i;!( power continued to Isold possession lor sixty-two yeas';. 
We have seen that she did not surrender these territories to 
I'mgiaud until '17(13. These territories wen- occupied, tlieii, 
by England, from 1763 until 1780 or 1781, when they fell, 
by conquest, into the bands of Spa hi, who iuiLiiediatelv oeeu- 
liit-cl them with her troops, and extended oyer them her 
government. Well, now, where was the just claim of the 
United States for Georgia? Did England have any light to 
transfer Lo us, in a treaty, territories of which she had three 
years before been deprived, by Spanish conquest? Nay,Eng 
land not only had no right to do that, but she admitted she 
had no right, when, seven weeks afterwards, she concluded a 
treaty with Spain, a.nd confirmed to her West Florida, tlse 
British uortlieni line of which was 32° 28/, and not 31°, as con- 
tended for by Jefferson, Jay.and various Amerieali historians. 
The negotiation between liuaidoqni and Jay reunited in 
nothing, and the navigation of the Lower Mississippi remained 
closed against, Amcrie.au citizens. In the meantime, Spain 
became alarmed. The treaty with M.eGillivray, at .\'ew-\"ork. 
and the movements of the iirst Vaa>o companies, aroused her. 
She asked tor a renewal of negotiations. The President re- 
sponded, by sending to Madrid, (.'■armichael and Short, who 
entered into negotiations once more with <.i uardoqui, who had 
been recalled to Spain, and was then Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs* After much correspondence, in which both powers 

* \ineiieiui Stuto P;i. ;>ois. Ri^toa ,iiiii.:i:, vol. 10, up. 131-137 ; also 
FWiirn Ail'iiiiE. vol. 1, ])ji. -J.yl-'^Ki. 
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frequently accused each other of improper interference with c 
the Indians inhabiting the disputed region, over whom they 
each exclusively claimed the superintendence, the negotiations 
terminated, without, any arrangement na lis factory to us. AD 
that Spain would admit, was the probability of her ultimrito.lv 
allowing the northern boundary of her West Florida posses- 
sions to be the line of S2° 28', while she was also disposed 
to allow the establishment of a warehouse at the mouth of 
tiiii Yazoo, in whieh Aineiiean citizens could deposit their 
produce, from their own boats, brought down the Mississippi, 
These productions wore then to betaken to New-Orlcmis in 
Spanish boats, and sold or exported, subject to Spanish du- 
ties.* All this lime, (he agents of Spain, near llic h'edorrd 
Government, wore constantly annoying .leflersou, the Secre- 
tary, with a scries of complaints against Governor Blount, of 
'.!"■■■ -sx'ir, and Soagrove, the Creek Agent, which were an- 
swered by similar complaints against the Spaniards, on the 
part of the latter. Much ill-feeling was elicited between 
these parties, while the people of Georgia were perkctl) ram- 
pant, cnjisiiniio; the l-'edera! authorities for the weakness, irre- 
solution and tiirdine^s, displayed in conduct * 1 1 ti" the. negotia- 
tions. They proclaimed that, if the United states much 
longer neglected lo drive the Spaniards from (heir territory, 
they would undertake it themselves. The horizon of this 
vast. Indian wilderness was still, further darkened, by the in- 
cessant border warfare between the Indians and ihe frontier 

" American fcikiie ft juts, tkissiin tuition, vui. 10, pp. 159—162. 
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: Anjcsrica'jis." 7 ' Spain assumed very high and unwarrantable 
ground", in one respect. She even oj 'posed the ninaing of 
llii'- line around tin 1 Oconee lands, and it was made the sub- 
ject, ill' i'-' monstrance to the federal Gover)'.m(:r:t, iiisc claimed 
a surveillance over the affairs of the Creeks, "by her treaty 
with them, at Peusacola, and avowed her deter mi nation to 

protect them against llie encroachment-, of (he <'eo!vans. 
As none, of the Oconee territory lay within tin; .limits of West 
Idoiida. Spain ccr.ainlv stepped beyond reason, in seeking ;i 
quarrel with the Americans about it. 

General McGillivray continued to make visits to Governor 
Carocdelet. In returning from New-Orleans, late in the 
;■ .minor of 1792, a violent fever detained him Icr.jjf in Mobile. 
Recovering, he went to Little Tallase, where he wrote his last 
letter to Major Sea grove. He appeared to deplore the uu- 
htijii v disturbances which existed, and ascribed Litem to the 
interference of the Spaniards with our affairs. He had often 
responded to the letters of the Secretary of War, ia relation 
to carrying out the provisions of the New-York treaty, and, 
several times, assured him that he had explained that instru- 
ment iVeijueinly, to the Chiefs, and had urged them to com- 
ply, but that the Spanish inlhience had defeated his recom- 
mendations. In one of his letters, he says to the Secretary : 
"You will recollect, sir, that I had great objection to making 
the south fork of the Oconee the limit, and, when you in- 
sisted so much, I candidly told you that it might be made an 

" American State i';;pcr;-, tlr-lea ru^on. vol 10. pp. 185-186. 
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article, but I con Id 'nor. pledge ini-ijf to get it confirmed, c 
that of the restoration of the negro property, which had so 
often changed owners."' 

But this remarkable man was fast approaching dissolution. 
ITc had long beer, afflicted, and was always of a delicate con- 
stitution, lie spent the winter upon Little river, which now iras 
divide* the counties of Monroe and Baldwin. The account 
of his death is presented in the language of the great mer- 
chant, 'William L'aulou, in a- letter, dated Pensaeola, April 
10th, 1794, and addressed to Lachlan McCiiiivray, the father 
of the Chieftain, who was, at that time, still alive, at J'hmma- 
glasa, Scotland. 

;i * s * Your son, sir, was a man that I esteemed 
greatly. I was perfectly convinced that oar regayd l'...r eai-h 
other was mutual. It. so happened, that we had an interest, 
in serving each other, which ihst brought us together, and, 
the longer we wo re acquainted, the stroagcr was oar friend- 
ship. 

"I found him deserted by the British, without pay, without 
money, without friends, and without property, saving a few- 
negroes, and he and his nation threatened with Jestruelioa by 
the Georgians, unless they agreed to cede them the better 
part of their country, I had the good fortune to point out a 
mode by which he could save- them all, and it succeeded 
beyond expectation. 

"* * * Ho died on the 17th February, 1793, of com- 
pliratrd di-jrders- of inflamed 'nags- and the gout on his sto- 
mach. He was taken ill on the path, coming from his oow- 
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pen, on Little river, where one of his wives. Joseph Ouriieil's 
daiu>liier, )■> sided, and died tight. days r ifr.es- bis arrival here. 
JNo pains no aucntiuti, no cost was spared, to save the i'de of 
mv friend ; In it. f;t.e would have it otherwise, and In: I- ■:.;:lu J 
his last in my arms. 

lift s * jj ( , .i^.d p , K i- K j C ,d i,f s ],i.v negroes, three him- 
dred head of cattle, with a large stock of horses. 

m %'.**]_ ai i v i S od, 1 supported, I pushed him ou, to be 
the grv.at man. Spaniards and Americans felt his weight, and 
this enabled him to haul me after him, so as to establish this 
liiJiwi; wilh more solid privileges than, wiliiout him, T should 
have attained. This being tile, case, if be, ha.d lived, I. meant, be- 
sides v. 1 1 : il i;e was owing me, 1" have added considerably to his 
stock of negroes. What I intended to do for the father, I 
will do for bis children. This ought not to operate against 
your making that ample provision for your grand-son, and 
his two sisters, which yon have it in your power lo make. 
They have lately lost their mother, so that they have no 
friends, poor things, but yon and me, My heart bleeds for 
them, and what i can, I will do. The boy, Ailed;, is old 
enough to he sent to Scotland, to school, which 1 intend to 
do, next year, and then you will see him."* 

General McGillivray wsh interred, with masonic honors, in 
the splendid garden of William Panton, in the city of Pen- 
sacola. He was a severe loss to that gentleman, and to the 

* I found Pftnwn's letter among the bundle of papers in ilie District 
Court of New-Orleans. 
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li government. His death, among the Indians, every- 
win 1 n 1 . produced deep sorrow and regret. Tin- great. Chief- 
tain, who had so long been then' pride, and who had ele\ ated 
i.Ik-'i' nation, and sustained it in its trials, now lay buried In 
the sands of the Senmioles. 

General McGillivray was six feet high, spare made, and re- 
markably erect in person and carriage. His eyes were large, 
dark and piercing. His forehead was so peculiarly sbnoed. that 
the old Indian country men often spoke of it ; it commenced 
'■.v.'.v. dniy- iit his eyes, and widened eonsiderabiv at the top of 
his head. .It was a bold and lofty forehead. TTis lingers 
were long at d tapering, and lie wielded n pen with -he great- 
■ ■>: ri.iiM-iv, His face was handsome, and indieative of e, nick 
thought iind much sagacity. Unless interested in conversa- 
tion, he was disposed to be taciturn, but, even then, was po- 
lite and respectful. When a British colonel, he <J iv> — -. I : .n 
(he lhiiish uniform, and when in the Spanish service, lie wore 
the military dress of that country. "When Washington ap- 
pointed him a brigadier-general, he sometimes wore the uni- 
form of the American army, hut never when in the presence 
of the Spaniards. His usual dress was a mixture, of the 
Indian and American garb. He always travelled with two 
servants, David Francis, a halt-brood, and j.'aro, a negro, who 
saved the lives of over a hundred royalists, in 1781, as wo 
have seen. He bad good houses at. the Hickory Ground and 
at Little Tallase, where he entertained, free of charge. J'tstin- 
uuhh.-d u'ovc rii merit agents, and persons travelling through 
his extensive dominions, take ail other men, he hail his, 
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faults. Tie was ambitions, crafty, and rather unscrupulous : 
yet ha possessed a good heart, and was polite and hospitable. 
For abihiy and sagacity, the reader will admit tliat he liad 
few superiors. We liavo called him the Talleyrand of Ala- 
bama, "Will not Lis political acts, but a. few of which have 
been presented, for the- want of space, entitle him to that 
appellation ; 

The Indian sky still remained darkened by scenes of mur- 
der and robbery. The Cheliaw Creeks, upon the riii.it, in.ai.i- 
gated by William 'Burgess, a trader in the Spanish interest 
plundered the store of Robert Seagrove, at Trader's Hill, 
upon the St. .Mary's, killed Fleming, the elerk, and two travel- 
lers named Moffit and. I 'piou, most cruelly beating, with sticks, 
a "woman residing there, named Ann Grey. Six miles from, 
the hill, they killed a family of men, women and children, 
moving in their wagons, and made prisoners a 'woman and 
a child, whom they reserved for greater sufferings. The in- 
habitants of the new counties of Glynn and Camden often 
fell such attack-. At the Skull Shoals, of the Oconee, .Rich- 
ard Thresher, two children and a negro woman, were shot 
down, while his wife, plunging into the river, with a babe in 
her arms, receive'! a ball in her head, turned over, and sunk 
beneath the waves. Governor Telfair determined, at once, to 
raise a large ibrcft for the invasion of the Creek country. 
Washington, at ihe soliriiai.kci uf r 1 : < ■ <■ e.orgi-i delegation in 
Congress, sent, to Augusta a large stand of arms and ammu- 
nition. He authorized Governor 'Telfair to enlist a few com- 
panies, tor the protection of Georgia, but remonstrated against: 
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the contemplated invasion, slating that it was annul! tori wa.l 
by law, would embarrass the negotiations still pending be- 
tween the 1'ederal agents and the Creeks, and also those 
going mi wit.li j-oeaiu, and that the enemy bad only killed 
some people upon the remote frontier*, lint Governor Tel- 
fair, with the true spirit of a Georgian, horded him not, and 
resolved to "carry the war into Africa." lie disdained to 
accept dt' the troops which the .['resident had authorized him 
to raise, but placed General Twiggs at the head of seven hun- 
dred mounted men. That gallant, officer, of revolutionary 
memory, marched to Lho Oeknmla'oe river, where a mutinous 
spirit and the want of provisions caused a retreat. TMa 
abortive attempt at conquest emboldened the Creeks to new 
scenes of pillage and blood. Although mortified at the fail- 
ure of his first attempt at invasion, Governor Telfair did not 
relax in his exertions to protect the people, but constantly 
scoured the country between the Oconee and Oekmulgce, with 
a large force of mounted militia, which, for a time, stopped 
the Indian ravages. These operations again called oi.it the rc- 
mon-trances of Washington, which had no effect whatever 
upon the Georgians, many of whom entertained for the Pro- 
dent the most implacable hostility, and placed bis . iligi,-,. 
upon pine trees, and lircd guns at them. It is a very com- 
mon belief, with people of modem times, that Washington, 
during his executive career, had no enemies. 
as much abuse, not only in Georgia, but in various port* 
of the Lhiion, as any of our I V.>idei]l-."' : 

* Indian Affairs, vol. 1, mm- 3tia-3RS. 
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Although Seagrove had been Superintendent over two 

years, ho lifii I neier entered the- Creek nation, buV had eoni- 
:viniii0fi1'.'.-Li v.'ith t. ] : -. = Chivts through an honest, and intelligent 
niiin, 1 1 ; l j 1 1 ' ■ i i Timothy .Barnard, who liad long resided among 
the red people. At Cusseta, that gentleman met a council 
of Chiefs, the- most prominent of whom were the White 
Lieutenant, John Kdr.nard, tlie "Mad Dog, the ITead King, and 
Alexander Cuniells, representing tin:- Cpper and Lower Towns, 
wdio requested him to assure Sengrove that they desired to see 
him. in their country, and promised to protect him while he 
remained with them. Hut the efforts of the agent, to restore 
peace, and to procure the marking of the boundary, were 
oi ihiiva^-ul by ihe militan operations- of Governor Telfair, 
who assured him that his contemplated mission to the Creek 
nation ivonld result in no good; that his mind nas made up, 
to chastise the Creeks, until they restored tin: wkii.r prisoners, 
the negroes, and oilier stolen properly, and delivered up ten 
hostages from the Upper, and an equal number from the 
Loner Towns, together with thirteen principal bo-tiles, to be 
put. to death by the people of Georgia; that ho would sub- 
mit to no treaty made with the ('reeks, where, Georgia agents 
were not allowed to participate. Such was the treaty of Mow- 
York. It is singular that this treaty, made by Washington, 
for the good of all parties concerned, should have been so 
violently opposed. The- Spaniards, as was anticipated, de- 
nounced it, but it received equal opposition from the Creeks 
and Georgians. 

Notwithstanding the high grounds assumed by Governor 
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Telfair, Seagrove resolved to go into tie nation; but was chapter 
deterred, "by in formation which he j-ocohed. that a body of 
armed men, under Captain Peter R. Williamson* intended 

to intercept and' prevent liim. and that the (.-i-t-or^i;! trooj •> ^-..■ [ -.„'„ si 

had destroyed Little- Ocfuskee, upon the Cliiittsilif Jivihi*. 1 , 

which resulted in the death of six Indians, while oh;h: ■ ■■" In ■;> 

wove carried prisoners to Greensboro', Barnard was again 

sent to the Chattahoochio, who, after a council with the 

Chiefs, returned, with another invitation for Seagrove to visit 

their country, and that. a.Khotigh they were nmeli aroused 

against the Georgians for this attack upon a peaceable town, 

they iini'iili.'d iio l.daino to the Federal authorities. Finally. 

the agent set out from Fort Fidius, escorted by a military 

eaiard, to " ]>i-isvonL," as he wrote to the j-eere'.ary of War, 

"my being robbed by the frontier banditti, who, two days 

ago. stole ten of the horses upon which. I had to carry 

goods for the Indians." Seagrove had the reputation of being 

a timid man, and of not entertaining a very high sense of 

honor. Arriving at. the Oekmulgoe, the escort, was dismissed, 

whea one hundred and thirty Indian warrior.- tool; charge of 

Ids person, from thence to CusSeta, upon the Chatiahoochie. 

At this place, he was saluted by the Indians with lb- tailing 

of drums and the roars of a piece of artillery, lie advanced 

to Tookabatebn, {he capital of the nation, whii'h lay upon 

the west bank of the Tallapoosa. He occupied one whole November SB 

day, in a speech to a \ ast assembly, and, although surrounded 

* Afterwards Jndsje of ilio Cuuuiy Court of Lowndes, Alabama. 
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CHAPTER by Spanish a gouts and enemies, he rose above his character, 
boldly pointed out. the aggressions of the Creeks, and their 
faithlessness, in not complying with the Tsew-York treaty. 

The council sat forty-eight hours , without adjournment, and 
then rose, having stipulated, on the part of the Creeks, to 
deliver to Heagrovo th.e negroes, hordes, cattle, and other pro- 
perty, lakcii from the Oeorgiar.s dining ihe last twelve mouths. 
They further agreed, to put to deatli two or more of the, priu- 
:.-i] ■::!.< ■ 1 1 u : : : ; f : > I in the late murders upon the frontiers. The 
Spa.nish agent, Captain Don Pedro Oliver, was present, and 
congratulated Seagrove upon what he was pleased to term 
his fortunate mission. 

Having remained at Tookabatcha some weeks, arranging 
his business with the Chiefs, Heagrove, one night, was atr- 
racked by the Tailasc King, at, the head of a party ; his house 
was plundered, and he forced to fly, for his life, to a pond, 
thick with trees and bushes. There he remained seve- 
ral hours, ii]> to his waist in eold water, expecting, every mo- 
ment, to bo Kconled out, dragged forth, and put to death, in 
the morning 'he Chit-is interposed, pacified the Tadaso King, 
and the trembling agi-n! cam* out from his watery place of 
refuge. The Tallaso King was one of those who had con- 
veyed a.way the Oconee hinds, at Augusta, and who, like the 
Georgians, entertained no good feeling for the Federal agents.* 
A spirited border war continued to be waged upon the 

* Indian Affairs, vol. 1, pp. 305-413-12:2-471-173. Also con ver- 

stUiDi;' wi'.b flti itieir-.e coamyiiicii. 
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uovihe.m frontiers. Oaptniu Jftiilley, whose troops had been C- 
filt;i(;k'.ri'] upon (1 ie Cumberland mountain, was biuiight t.o 
\\ illstown by the victorious j"':n-ty. composed of Creeks ; Che- 
rokees and Sha.wnees. They dehnied, for several days, upon 
his life, which was at. length sn.ved, through the soli citations of 
Alexander Campbell and J'olj n McDonald, iwo old l.SritisIi tra- 
ders, of Wjllstown, but now in the Spanish interest. Great pre- 
parations were on foot, in this region, for the find ojaeriiihiaiioi! 
of tlii' Cumberland people, John "Watts, a tJliorolit-i: half breed, 
lee; !.':;ul:u'\ organized throe companies of mounted Indians, 
who L:id li.'.'eJi furnished with (lie necessary arms by Governor 
Carondeict. A large deputation of Shiiwuees, from tlie north, 
had jusl completed a campaign through the Creek nation, 
endeavoring Li> enlist ri'cruus for that end, and bad succeeded 
in collecting sh" hundred and seventeen warriors, who passed 
through Willsbiwij, on tlieir way up. Tlie people of East 
Tennessee, also, felt, the attacks of these marauding parties, 
They defended tlu'irisohes with bravery, but sometimes were 
guilu of nets of great imprudence, which served t.o irritate the 
Indians who were friendly. Captain Beard, at the head of 
mourned militia, attacked the peaceable people of Jliwassn, 
wounded Hanging .Maw, tlie Chief, and killed his wife and » 
dozen others. Tire Indians rallied, and repulsed the assail 
ants. Such was the state of feeling and alarm, that Governor 
.Blount placed General Sevier at (ho head of six hundred 
mounted men. That officer, crossing the Tennessee below 
the mountains, marched for the Oostanau'a, where lie made 
some Oherokees prisoners. Proceeding to (he site of the 
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modem ll.jitii', in: discovered Indian intrer.ehments on tli(! 
opposite bank of the Etowah. Plunging into that stream, the 
(,]-(;o| is gained the southern bank, and, after a. tight of na hour, 
tin- Indians gave nay. bearing olf tl i c; i i- dead and wounded, 
K.i.it. leaving their «imii equipage, Lornes, Spanish gur.s and 
aunnuuhio.u. General Sevier at'terivards ?i.;oured this whole 
region, without opposition, and returned to .lifts I '.l>i ■ esse.'. 
It appeared tl:at the evil one, himself, was stalking through 
this wild region, for, independently of die commotions upon 
the frontiers of Georgia and Tcrim/sseo, the Creeks and * h>k;;- 
saws were engaged in a blood)' war, while L'reneh emissaries 
were at work to estrange the affections of the South -Wo tern 
people from the Federal Government.* 

* Indian Affairs, vol. 1, pp. 434-439-441-454-464-470. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



THE FRENCH MINISTER, GENET— HIS DESIGNS 
UPON THE SOUTH-WEST. 



Louts XVI., the friend of America, had bren beheaded at chapter 
Paris, and Robespierre, and other hyenas, swaye.d unhappy im ' 
France. Genet was their American Minister. Upon his Januatyaa 

arrival in the United States, lie assumed unv,a:Ta;itable 
grounds. After foiling to enlist Washington in his Jacobini- 
cal notions of liberty, ho sought to disallect tin.: SonThern ;md 
Western people, and to dismember the Union. He took 
advantage of the excited feeling of the .population, upon the 
Ilolston, Cumberland, Ohio, and other tributaries of the 
lUi--nsippi, who had long denounced the Federal Govern- 
ment, for allowing them no protection against the savages, 
and for not compelling the Spaniards, who held, the Lower 
Mississippi, to grant them the free navigation of that river. 
Indeed, these brave ane! adventurous people had just ground* 
of complaint. They were cut off from the vest of the Union, 
find had to defrud themselves, while their rich products, of 
com, Hour and tobacco, rolled at their doors, on account- of 
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the arbitrary laws of the Spanish provinces below them. 
They, naturally enough, entertained no love for a Union 
which was no advantage to them. The Georgians, on the 
other hand, claimed all the territory, between 31° and 35°, 
from the Savannah to the Mississippi, and, although inde- 
pendent of the navigation of the '' Father of Waters," viewed 
its exclusive occupation by the Spaniards as ;i great outrage, not 
only against their rights, but those of their North -Western 
brethren. Ceorgia was also irriiatod with the Federal Govern- 
ment, lor its in ■isolation and tardiness in adjusting her various 
rights, holli in regard to tin; Spaniards and the Creeks, as we 
li:.iu' repeatedly seen. Again, Genet was further encouraged 
in his m-farions schemes, on account, of the war which was then 
declared between France and Spain. lie was led to believe, 
from all these u renin stances, thai. it. would be an easy matter 
to make the disaffected citizens of the United States allies of 
France, and, associated with the di -satis ifed French popula- 
tion, upon the Mississippi, he could overthrow the Spanish 
provinces of Louisiana and the Floridas, and establish a go- 
levmTiotit dependent upon the republic of France. Two 
i''.:i.....l'iii..j-.s ii-i.-j.-o planned by him, in the West, while in 
Charleston. Several distinguished cilizn.us had accepted com- 
missions under him. The desire to invade the Floridas pre- 
vailed in Georgia, to an alarming extent. From the frontiers 
of South-Carolina and Kentucky, detachments, called iV- 
"French Legion," marched to places of rendezvous. They 
were to serve three months,and receive bounties of land. 
Genet was to have been commander-in-chief. His most 
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influential and powerful assistant was General Elijah Clarke, 
of Georgia, 'flint gentleman had despatched an agent to 
Lexington, Kentucky, who purchased, upon life credit, two 
boats, powder and eannon-T.iail, which were conveyed down the 
Oliio. An ageul was t'uriiisbecl with ton thousand dollar, to 
purchase supplies for a Georgia army, to assemble at St. Mary's. 
Clarke had authority to issue miiiiary appointments, in the 
name of the French republic, and he c-injst.iv.ut.oil .I'eler li. "Wil- 
liamson, major, Carr, a colonel, and conferred the eom- 

niGi..!i< ■:■.!' captain on liivd and other eivi/i'iis <>i Georgia. 

The French sloop-of-wai', Las Casas, direct from Charleston, 
anchored at St. Mary's, within musket-shot of the American 
post, which was in eommand of .Major Gaither. She was 
destined lor Louisiana, and her oflicors (ir-sovted thai, Lhirleeu 
sail, large and well-manned, were yet. to follow, from diilereiit 
port", of the United States. In the meantime, boat-builders 
wwre vigorously employed upon the Ohio, and persons of 
c^lifi i-;"L(.-t c i- and wealth K.dd their pj'operty av. auction, to facili- 
tate their completion. A considerable 'body of Creeks and 



Cherokees had li 
" French republii 



■wise been enlisted in the cause of the 
The Governor of East Florida, alarmed 



at these preparations, remonstrated willl Governor Mathews, 
ol' Georgia, who immediately issued his proclamation, forbid- 
ding ihc people of Georgia to engage in such enterprises. 
Nhorrh aliviward--, Washington issued a proclamation againsl 
the whole project, and am.hoiiw.'d Governor Mathews to em- 
ploy ai! the United States troops, then in Georgia, to put 
down t.he contemplated invasion. 
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Governor Caroitdelet was active in preparations for defence, 
lie strengthened Ncw-i Means, and added troops to flic fort 
at Mobile, and other posts, while lie erected new ones at 
.several points below ilie mouth of the Ohio, 'i'li'- iniii:.i;i, 
thronghfait Louisiana and the Floridas, were completely or- 
ganized. It is strange that the Baron Uavondeiet -diottld, at 
this time, have resorted to the same scheme contemplated by 
his enemy, Genet. He, too, despatched an emissary — an 
Knglishman, named Powers — among the Western American 
citizens, with offers of anna, ammunition, money, a 
i:avig:iii"ii, if they would join his standard, and i 
themselves from the Federal Union. But ins plans, as well 
as those of Genet, were defeated by the firmness of Wash- 
ington and the loyalty of the States of Georgia and Sisuth- 
Carolina. The latter, too, came to the rescue of the Federal 
Government — the Legislature adopting measures for the 
arrest of Genet's agents.'' 1 ' 

Seagrove remained at Toohabatcha until the 1st of April. 
Then he departed for Georgia, with a delegation of Chiefs, 
who visited Governor Mathews, who appears to have been a 
move conciliatory man than the fiery Telfair, who had now- 
gone o'.n. of office. The Chiefs expressed a desire for peace, 
and Governor Mathews sent them back to the nation, well 

* AmeriUFit] Stale T'lqiiar, Foreign delations, folio edition, vol. 1, 
pp. 454-460. Martin's History of Louisiana, vol. 9, pp. 91-118-122- 
liS-iaU-ja7-13S. iWonetto's .History of tilt: Valley of die iWississip- 
pi, vol. 1, pp. 469^85-493-496-505-510, 
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pfoa-.'o wiih tlii'ir visit, find guard'-'d It a defaehivieut, mid or chapter 
General Glasscock. 

A new settlement, contemplated west of the Oconee, was 

now about to originate more ironblo with the Creeks. The 
restless and enterprising General Fiijab Clarke, who had 
fougki with so much iudomitrdjle courage, and who foul di-play- 
i.'d such remarkable endurance, during the whole of the revo- 
lutionary war, and was one of the best whigs that ever lived, 
was at the head of tins movement, and thai, loo, immediately 
upou (ho heels of tin' aljortivc attempt to invade Florida. 
Alter the revolution, lie continued to defend his State, and 
his resolute spirit and mighty arm boat oil many a murder- 
ous savage band. But he was too impulsive and restless for 
times of peace. Tie now undertook to evlmguish the Creek 
claims, m a very practical manner. With a large party of 
men. he began a settlement opposite Fort Fidius, on (he west jB ] y 
side of the Oeonee, upon Indian territory. General Irwin, on 
ill': part of tho State, ordered him to remove, which he refused 
to do. Mathews forbid, by proclamation, the contemplated 
settlement, ai.d accused Clarke of an attempt to form a sepa- 
rate and independent government. The latter appeared at 
ihe Superior Court of "Wilkes, and surrendered himself lo the 
.1 udge. who placed his ease before the Magistrates. These 
worthy and learned men went into a full history of the laws 
of the United States, those of Georgia, those of the world, 
called She " law of nations," those of the Creeks, find (hose 
of ihe Spaniards, and came to the very libera! decision, en- 



tosied^Google 



i.lii 



TIIK rtl'AM'lAfM}^- IN A!,Ai!A.MA AMI iUfiSiSJ^IlT 1 ;. 



chapter dorsed upon t.lu- indictment, " I/tut thi'. said Elijah Clarke h , 
and is, hereby dkcho-rr/ed" 

Many people now flocked to the standard of Clarke. Hia 
settlements wore pushed with vigor, a town was laid oft and 
Forts Advance and Defiance were erected and garrisoned. 
Wii-diinitt"!] was uneasy a", this movement, and requested Go- 
vernor Mathews to put down all attempts at the occupation of 
the Indian domain, and promising to furnish him with troops 
from South-Carolina, if it should become necessary. Ma- 
thews ilireeted < ienerals Twiggs and Irwin to break u]> these 
establishments. Thej approached them with Georgia militia, 
who acred Midi u'tvnt. thinness ai'.d moderation. Clarke, aban- 

., 1|J1 n . doned by ail his men, except twenty, surrendered, upon con- 
dition that his proneny, and that of liie colonists, should he 
returned to them. The forts and houses were destroyed by 
lire, and the amir happily ended, without the shedding of a 
drop of blood. 

The northern frontiers were still disturbed by Indian ma- 
raudhig partis. .Major .lame- "re advanced from iShi-.ii villi:, 
with five hundred and fifty mounted infantry, to the town of 

Si:i'mi-.'j;v n isiokiiyiek, surrounded and attacked it. by surprise, and killed 
many of its inhabitants, while nineteen women and children 
were made- prisoners. On his march from thence, up the 
river, he was attacked, at the Narrows, by the savng..-., who, 
alter a. few lives, gave way, and retreated to Running Water, 
whieh was soon taken, and likewise destroyed. ' >re re-cvossed 
the Tennessee 1 , before night, and took up the line of march 
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for X;i-livi!la with his prisoners, find a lar^o quantity of chapter 
effects, which lm.il been taken l>v (lie Indians from various 
persons. .Andrew Ji.ickson. afterwards President, was a. pri- 
vate in this expedition/''" 

• Indian Affiure, vol, 1, pp. 496-600-632. Kendall's Life of Jack- 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

THE SECOND YAZOO SALE. 

The winter of 1794 and 1795 was remarkable for the 

celehrnted i'azoo speculation, or, as the more intolerant op- 
ponents of the measure, termed it, the " Yazoo fraud." We 

have already seen how a prior sale of territory, lying in Ala- 
lifu.na and Hiss>sippi, hv the <n-i. ■■..■'■■! l,,g!~ -it = i i-i-. ultimately 
■jnnliii.'.vt!. We have said that we did not believe that 
Georgia, under the t re a lie-!- made hetween Spain. Great, llri- 
tain and the United States, in 1782 and 1783, had a right to- 
the extensive ierritory lying between the i'hattaluiochie and 
the Mississippi, hut, as the .Federal Government contended 
that she had, it ought to have plared her in possession of the 
country, hy ihe expulsion of the Spaniards. The (.,-■:■ _ : i;,:- 
P.j.1 1 much iyggrieved hy the conduct of the Genera! ("govern- 
ment, in not. only permitting the Spaniards to uceupy what 
they really believed to he their soil, but, in suffering them 
constantly to instigate the Creeks in killing and plundering 
their hornier population, and in interfering' with their treaties. 
In truth, Georgia, did not recognize the right, even in the 
.federal Go\ eminent, to make treaties with the Indians, iv- 
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speeiiug llio territory which slio cUii^icnV ■ wdiiie the General 
Government, on the other hand, did not admit any right in 

Georgia to make treaties. Those, and many other livings of 
a like nature, we are char liable enough to believe, ehictly 
prompted the Yazoo sale. 

The first hill which, the Legislature of Georgia passed, in , 
regard to the Yazoo sale, at the session of hVO-.Mvas returned, 
with the objections of Governor George Mathews. He con- 
tended that, the time had not arrived for the disposal of the 
territory ; that the sum offered for it was not enough ; that 
the ijULiutity reserved for the citizens was too small ; that 
greater advantages w'ere secured to purchasers than to citi- 
zens ; that it would operate as :i monopoly ', and that at least 
one-fourth of the lands ought to be reserved, for the future 
dis]i'«al of the State. The Legislature, became much excited 
at the veto of the bill, and, in a few day--, parsed another, 
which Governor "Mathews signed. 

Governor Mathews was a man of honor and integrity. He 
vetoed the first hill, not on account of any fraud which he 
supposed the Legislature was committing upon the federal 
Government, for, in common with many other prominent. 
citizens of Georgia, he behoved that the. Shite had a right to 
sell its own lands : but ho vetoed it for the. reasons which we 
have enumerated. 

Governor Mathews was a native of Ireland, and landed 
upon the Virginia shore in 1737. Establishing himself in the 
county of Augusta, he immediately became a formidable and 
f of the country, against the Indians west of 
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tli i.: Ohio, who freottenllY made incursions into Western Vir- 
ginia. After iiiatu- combats, in defence of ]i:s faLher's house, 
and those of his neighbors, he was appointed a captain, and 
parti ci patio, in (lie most gallant manner, in t)ie great, battle 
fought between the Virginians and Indians, at the junction of 
the Ohio with the Kenawha, on the 10th October, 1114. In 
1775, ho was elected a colonel of the ninth regiment, and. 
for two years, he commanded it, on the eastern shore of Vir- 
ginia, after which he joined General Washington. Colonel 
Mather commanded his regiment at Bvandywine, and, at. 
the battle of Gorman town, captured a vegitucnt of the 
enemy. He received a very severe wound with a bayonet, in 
another skirmish, was taken prisoner, and confined on hoard 
;>. British ship, in the harbor of New-Yoik, lie was not ex- 
changed until the termination of the war, when he joined 
General Greene, a- commander of the third Virginia regi- 
ment. He removed to " Goose Pond," on Broad river, 
Georgia, io 1785, with bis family. One year afterwards, he 
was elected Governor of the State. Under the present, con- 
stitution, he was the first representative of Georgia in. Con- 
gress, and, in 1794, 1795, he was again governor. 

Governor Mathews was short in stature, and compactly 
made. His hair wits light, and his complexion fair and florid. 
He wore a three-cornered cocked hat, a pair of top-boots, a 
shirt full-ruffled in front and at the wrists, and, occasionally, 
a long sword at his side. He was a man of unsurpassed 
bravery, and of indomitable energy. His mind was of a 
strong and vigorous order, but wholly uncultivated, except by 
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observation o* men ami things, HI* education was more lim- ' 
itcd than Unit, of any Other man of the same distinction. In 
coiisi/ijueiieu <>? his valuable military services, the- Legislature 
of Virginia has preserved his memory, in the name of one of 
the counties of that State. 

The preamble to the Yazoo bill dee-Lived that the articles 
of eonlcde cation stipulated that each Stale was to retain her 
territory ; that, by the treaty of Paris,' of 1 183, the bonnda- 
ries of Georgia, as well as those of other States, were con- 
liriaed ; lliat they were consistent with a'l the former acts of 
Georgia, and with the convention held at 'Beaufort, in 1787, 
between .South-Carolina and Georgia ; that the Stales had 
the right of pre-emption, as well as tho full exercise of all 
territorial lights; that the legislature disapproved of the 
New-York- treaty with M.eGillivray ; that the President had 
no ' authority to guarantee, therein, all the territory west of 
the Oconee to the Creeks ; and that Georgia clearly had the 
right to convey fee simple titles to all Lev territories, to indi- 
viduals or companies, 

The aot stipulated that one-fifth of the purchase -money 
should be paid into the Georgia treasury, previous to the 
passage of the bill. The remainder was to be paid on the 
1st November following, secured, by a mortgage, to the go- 
vernor. Payments were to be made in specie. United >iales 
Bank bills, or military warrants, drawn by the governor, 
from 1791 to 1795, inclusive. 

For the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, the 
i sold to James Guuu, Matthew McAllister, George 
vol. ii. 9 
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Walker, and their associates, termed tins " Gkorgia Compa- 
ny," iin immense area of territon, which now embraces the 
following modern counties : 

Is Alabama — Clarke, Marengo, Greene, Terry, Autauga, 
J5ibb, Shelby, Tuscaloosa, Pickens, Layette, Jefferson, St. Clair, 
the southern portion* of Blount. Walker and Marion, and 
portions of Wilcox. .Monroe. Dallas. Sumter and Baldwin. 

In Mississippi — The larger portions of Kemper, Neshoba, 
Leake, Madison, Yazoo and Issaquena, all of Washington, 
Holmes, Attala, Winston, Noxubee, Lowndes, Oktibbeha, 
Choctaw. CaM'oll, Suufiowcr, Bolivar. Tallahatchie. Yah.'; ".i<h:i. 
Chickasaw and .Monroe. 

For the sum of one hundred and fifty-five thousand dollars, 
the legislature sold to Nicholas Long, Thomas Glasscock, 
Ambrose Gordon, Thomas Gumming, and their associates, 
called the "Georgta Mississipvi Company," all the territory 
out of which has since been formed the following counties : 

In Mississippi — The northern portions of Greene, Perry, 
Marion, Pike, Amite and Wilkinson, all of Adams, Franklin, 
Lawrence, Covington. Jones, Wayne. Jeilerson, Copiah, Simp- 
son, Smith, Jasper, Clarke, Lauderdale, Newton, Scott, Ran- 
kin, Hind*. Warren, v.'laiburiie, and the southern portions of 
Yazoo, Issaquena, Madison, Leake, .Neshoba and Kemper. 

Ik Alabama — Nearly all of old Washington and Sumter, 
and the south-west corner of Greene. 

For the sum of thirty -live thousand dollars, that body also 
convoyed to Wade Hampton, John B. Scott imd John C. 
Nightingale, termed the " L eptu Mississippi Company," the 
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territory extending entirely actos* tin? extreme northern part 
of the State oi' Mississippi, twenty-five miles deep, now em- 
bracing the northern portions of the modern counties of De 
Soto, Marshall, Tippah. Tishamjngo and a fragment of the 
northern part of Tunica, 

For the sum of sixty thousand dollars, the Legislature of 
Georgia also sold to Zachariah (lose, Mathias Maher, and 
their associates, called the "Tennessee Company," all the 
territory comprising the whole of North Alabama, out of 
which the following counties have since been formed : Lau- 
derdale, Limestone. Madison, ,! uokson, De Kalb, Cherokee, 
Marshall, Morgan, Lawrence, Franklin, and the northern parts 
of Marion, Walker and Blount. 

The lands thus conveyed to Ore four Yazoo companies, for 
the "toss sum of five hundred thousand dollars, eon twined 
twenty-one million live hundred thousand acres. A reserve 
of two millions of acres was made, from this purchase, for 
the benefit of the citizens who desired to become purchasers, 
upon the original terms of sale. The four companies paid 
promptly into the treasury one-fifth of the purchase-money, 
and obtained titles from the governor. During the progress 
of this hold measure, the members of the legislature were 
in the midst of the profoundesi excitement, which extended 
to the " lobby member*," and the whole community. 

The bill was signed by Thomas Napier, Speaker of the 
Honse, Benjamin Taliaferro, President of the Senate, and 
approved by His rixcellency, George Mathews, Governor, 

It. was asserted thai " bribery and vornipliou distinguished 
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CHAPteh the proceedings of ilio members favorable to the Yazoo act." 
The public do en "merit* abound with affidavits, pro and con. 
It was asserted that members were bought Lip, to vote for the 
measure, by receiving, in advance, from the companies, certifi- 
cates of largo shares of the laud which t.hey were about to 
vote to sell. The public became aroused upon the subject, 

A majority of the comities, through their grand juries, 
pronounced against the act. Public meetings assembled, all 
over Georgia, and llio bit '.crest denunciations full from the lips 
Mww °^ ever y speaker. Alarge convention was held at Louisville, 
where ji.uiK.ijvd?- of petitions were read, and evidence adduced, 
setting forth "the atrocious peculation, corruption and collu- 
sion, by which said usurped acts and grants were obtained." 
Although the tide of public; sentiment swept over the State 
in angry torrent*, destroying the popularity of the- members 
who voted for the act, and elevating to power its most vio- 
Novemiieri lent opponents, yet the four companies paid up the whole of 
the purchase-money, and believed themselves secure in their 
vast fortunes, lie-cause the bill stipulated that the acts of no 
subsequent legislature* should affect, their titles. 

Washington was astounded at the Yazoo sale, and laid 
jetanmyH before Congress copies of the bill, using this language in 
reference to it : " These acts embrace an object of great 
magnitude, and their consequences may deeply affect the 
peace and welfare of the United Slates." The two houses of 
Congress adopted a resolution, in--t.ruet.ing the Attorney-Gene- 
ral to investigate the title of Georgia to the lands sold. 

The Legislature of Georgia again convened, in the winter. 
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with a new governor and new body of members, except chapter 
those who voted ayainst the Yazoo side. General James ' 

Jackson, a distinguished partisan officer of the revolution, 
was at the head of the new organization. Ho had canvassed 
(.hi 1 Sl»u : , i';'id, from the hustings, denounced the extraordi- 
nary measure, while, with his able pen, he produced several 
severe pamphlets upon the subject, lie introduced a hill for 
ilie repeal of the Yazoo sale, which declared it "null and 
void." It was adopted, and. received the signatures of Jared Fcb™r;lS 
Irwin, the new Governor, Thomas Stephens, Speaker of the 
House, and Benjamin Taliaferro, President of the Senate. 
In the midst of the largest procession ever known in tin:- land, 
the records of the Yazoo act were e.vounged, and, to show 
the lndiguatiou of iis opponents, the hill itself was eonsunicd. 
in the streets of Louisville, by tire from Heaven !* 

But, in the meantime, hundreds had emigrated to the 
Tomhigby find the Mississippi, establishing themselves in 
those ehsiaut n>ul isolated regions, intending soon to occupy 
the lands which the companies had proposed lo grant them. 
In this respect, the Yazoo sale was a great blessing. It con- 
tributed to throw into that wild region a population of Geor- 
gians, whose activity, ability and enterprise better fitted them 
to seize, occupy, and bring into cultivation ri wilderness, mark 

* They held a ami -phi-* over '.lie paper. :.i;ilil ii: ivii.' tirmsumcd by trie 
fin", i'rns. generated. The Yazoo act may be seen, tombm- with all the: 
votes upon it, a:u; !iii amount of the rxirjlemonl v.iiich it produced, in 
Public Lands, vol. I, pp. 120-144. Indian A Bail's, vol. 1, pp. 551- 
555-581. Georgia Digest, of 1798, pp. 557-558. 
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out towns, people them, build female academies, erect church- 
es, and Lold courts, than any oilier peeple. 

By aii arrangement between the President and the Georgia 
authorities, Benjamin Haivkiris, of North-Carolina, George 
Clymer, of Pennsylvania, and Andrew Piekens, of South- 
Carolina, repaired to Colera.ine, upon the St. Mary's river, 
where they met James Jackson, James Simms and James 
Henricks, agents tor Georgia. The object was the formation 
of a treaty of peace with the Creeks, and the cession, to 
Georgia, of the lands between the Oconee and the Ockmulgee, 
A full delegation of Indians, consisting of twenty Kings and 
seventy-five Chiefs, together with three hundred and forty 
warriors, soon arrived. Seagrove, the Crook Agent, suggested 
the propriety of moving the council from Coleraine to Mus- 
cogee, a short distance oil', \vhieh. was accordingly done, 
There, the Chiefs, after man-hing under the United States 
flag, performing the. eagle-tail dance, smoking with the com- 
missioners, and engaging in other ceremonious preparations, 
began the council. The first day was occupied with the 
speeches of the commissioners, who gave a full exposition of 
the views and wishes of the President. On the following 
day, General Jackson, on the pail of Georgia, made a long 
speech, in which he pointed out the faithless observance of 
their treaties with Jus State, by the Creeks, and exhibited 
two schedules of the property which they had stolen, amount- 
ing to the value of one hundred and ten thousand dollars, 
which he demanded to be restored. The Indians listened 
with profound attention, and, when ho had concluded, they 
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adjourned for the day — the Big; Warrior, who had lately be- ' 
come a prominent Chief, facetiously remarking;, "I can fill up 
more paper than Jackson has done, ivit.li a list of similar out- 
rages t.;f tlii' Georgians u]jon my people. 1 ' 

A treaty was concluded, between the Chiefs of the whole 
Creek nation and the Federal commissioners, the former rati- 
fying tin- New-York treaty, and pledging themselves to carry 
out its provisions, anil to assist Spain and the United States 
to run their line. They also stipulated to allow the govern- 
ment the, light to establish posts upon the territory between 
the Ockmulg'ec and Oconee, allowing to each five miles square 
of land ; but they positively refused to cede any of this terri- 
tory to Georgia. The United States stipulated to allow the 
Creek nation two blacksmiths and two stinkers, with tools 
and iron, and to distribute, immediately, six thousand dollars 
worth of goods among those- who were- present. 

The Georgia agents were- offended with Seagrove, with the 
Indians, and with the Federal commissioners. They present- 
ed to the latter a protest, in which they accused them of 
having disregarded the interests of Georgia, They brought 
charges against Seagrove, who, they contended, influenced 
the Creeks not to cede the hinds as far as the Ockmtilgee, 
The Federal commissioners denied these allegations. Sea- 
grove and Jackson became great enemies, and afterwards 
fought a duel.* 

Washington had despatched Thomas Finckney, as Envoy 
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Extraordinary, to Madrid, who there concluded, with the 
Prince of Peace, a treaty, in which the King of Spain stipu- 
lated that the southern boundary of the United States should 
be the line of 31°, from the Mississippi to the Chattahoochie, 
thence, down the middle of Unit river, to its junction with the 
Flint, thence direct to the head of the St. Mary's river, 
thence down the middle of that stream to the Atlantic ; 
that all Spanish posts and inhabitant, found north of this 
boundary, should be removed, within sis months after the 
ratification of the treaty, and the American posts and in- 
lniny; south of it, should also he removed, wi'hin 
period ; that- the natation of the "Mississippi, from 
its source to the Gulf, should remain free for the commerce of 
tli'.' su'-.pvls of Spain and the <:iim:us of the American Union ; 
tlnii. hetii iiowcrs shou'.d cultivate peace with the Indians, for 
mutual benefit and protection ; that, hereafter, Spain should 
not form treaties of alliance with Indians living upon Ameri- 
can soil, nor the federal Government with Indians living 
upon Spanish territory ; ar.d that Spanish and American 
commissioners should maid; the boundary, before the expira- 
tion of six mouths, after the- ratificulion of the treaty.''' 

Colonel Andrew Ellicott. who bad remained upon the Oco- 
nee so long, to no pat-pose, a'.vaitine; a favorable opportunity to 
run the line, according to the New- York treaty, was now 
transferred, by Washington, to Natchez, as one of the com- 
to mark the boundary between Spain and the 



n Affairs, vol. 1, pp. 553-559. 
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United States. He reached Natchez, by way of the Ohio, chapter 
and immediately commenced negotiations with Don Manuel 
Gayoso de Lemos, commandant of Fort Pamuure, Governor February 24 
of the Natchez dependencies, and commissi oner on the part 
of Spain. But Carondclot had determined not to comply 
with the treaty, att*.ci.ir,rv 1j> consider it made by his sovereign 
as a " court finesse," until lie could settle hi? European diffi- 
culties, when he would wholly disregard it, and hold on to 
his postfi c-;i-toi" the Mississippi, I To ng<dn ln\gan to intrigue 
with the Western American popubuon, for the dismember- 
ment of the Union, through his emissary, the notorious Pow- 
ers. General James "Wilkinson, then at the head of the 
Western American army, who had long been the intimate 
friend of Oarondciet, and had received from him private mid 
exclusive privileges of trade, which were highly beneficial to 
him as a Western planter, was suspected of secretly advanc- 
ing these ends. Meanwhile, Lieutenant McLcaiy, with an 
American force, unfurled the Federal flag upon the heights of Match is 
Natchez. lie soon afterward* murebed to Fort Panraure, and 
■ i'-mm I - ■ - i 5'..^ surrender, agreeably to the treaty. But Gayo- 
so, who had placed it in complete rop;v:\ and had strength- 
ened it with artillery and men, refused to evacuate it. The 
Spanish posts at Walnut Hills and Baton Rouge were all 
strength eued, by the orders of- Oarondelet. An angry cor- 
respondence ensued, in which Fllieott remonstrated against 
this conduct, as conflicting with the letter and spirit of the 
treaty. Gayoso justified himself, upon the ground that the 
Ohoctaws and Chiekasaws, whom he had hired to surround 
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Natchez and make threats, iulewled to attack the Natchez 
settlements, in consequence of the presence of the American 
troops. "While these- things were goinjr cm, Lieutenant Percy 
Smith Pope arrived at Natchez, with forty men, which were 
added to the American force. Gayoso remonstrated against 
the presence of these troops, intrenched within sight of Fort 
Panmure. Their ting was an eye-sore- to the Spaniards. He 
desired their removal to Clarlcesville; but Eilicott refused. 
Various reasons were given by the Spaniards for not evacua- 
ting the country, one of which had some foundation, and that 
was the descent upon TS>w- Orleans, contemplated hy Western 
American citizens, who hud joined the .British, of Canada, for 
that purpose. One of these men was Governor Blount, of 
Tennessee, whom the United States Senate, of which he was 
a member, unanimously cupelled, for endeavoring to enlist 
Western men in such an enterprise. Colonel Hutchens, Mr, 
Ripelgc, and other prominent citizens of the Floridas, it is 
asserted, were also concerned in the contemplated invasion. 
But this soon blew over, and other excuses for delay were 
invented by Carondelct and his subordinate commandants. 
These things served to irritate the Natchez population, which 
had greatly increased, and desired the expulsion of the Span- 
iards. Eilicott constantly urged Gayoso to begin the running 
of the line, but never could get him to appoint a time. The 
people became tumultuous, and Gayoso, dreading the conse- 
quences of an outbreak, issued a proclamation, announcing 
that the treaty wouiel ultimately be complied with. They 
refused to listen to his promises, and the excitement became 
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alarming, who:! ir. was ascertained thai Gayoso had impri- < 
soned an America]', citizen, a Baptist proiichcr, named Hannah, 
who, having taken too much whiskey, had given the Spanish 
commandant some infill ting language. The excitement was 
great in the country. Public meetings advised violent mea- 
sures. Gayoso was greatly alarmed, and issued another pro- 
clamation, exhorting the people to submit to the Spanish go- 
vernment, until the diilierdtks eon I J be scttied. and promising 
pardon to all who should repent of their misdeeds. The 
Georgians had never been accustomed to such language as 
this, and their anger now knew no bounds. Gayoso skulked 
through the cane, and had an interview with Ellicott, whose 
room he approached by the- back way. By his earnest en- 
treaties, the American commissioner urged the people to be- 
come quiet, and he was greatly assisted by Colonel Hutehens, 
who had' much influence uith the old English population. 
He is the same gentleman, it will be recollected, whose pro- 
perty the Spaniards eon ideated, in 1781, and who made his 
escape, through ;he Greek nation, to Georgia, 

In the midst of scenes like these, f'illico;' was kept in sus- 
pense, until the 29th March, when the Spanish fort was eva- 
cuated, and all the Spanish troops sailed down the liver. He 
then marched his own troops, and corps of woodmen and 
surveyoi-s, to Tunica Bayou, and commenced his survey in a 
dense swamp, upon the eastern bank of the Mississippi, where 
the line of 31 D strikes it. In a few days, ho was joined by 
Major Stephen Minor and Sir William Dunbar, a 
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chapter on tlie part of Spain.* Gayoso was -now Governor of Lou- 
xx ' isiana, and he visited Ellicott'a camp, with his military staff, 
and approved of the work, as far as it Lad progressed. Spain, 
as well as the United S titles, furnished troops, to protect the 
surveyors from attacks of the Indians. These, with the pack- 
horses, woodsmen and laborers, had the appearance of an 
army. The commissioners met with great difficulties, from 
thick swamps, creeks, marshes and rivers, all of which, they 
had to go through. The trees were well blazed along -the 
line, and a mound thrown up at the end of every mile. They 

November is ^ nflt rcacn Pearl river until the 19th November. There 
Ellicott left the surveyors, and went down that stream, in a 
canoe, to New-Orleans. Arra:ii;in^ his business, with Gayoso, 
and puivliasina; a. small vessel, camp cqiiipriire arid supplies, 
I,! ? 17 lie sailed to Mobile, and thence up the river of that name, 
until he reached the camp of the surveyors. They had passed 
entirely through ihe Choctaw nation, without opposition from 
that people. The line of 31° struck Mobile river six miles 
below the junction of the Torn big by and Alabama, where 
several rivers run parallel, formiiiir an immense swamp, seve- 
ral miles wide, which was now inundated. By means of 
Aprils boats, they eroded signals upon the lii^ii lauds of either side, 
and took the necessary observations and distances. These 

* Monette, vol. 1, pp. 517-532. S to (Unit's Sketches of Louisiana, 
p. 89. Marbois'a Louisiana, pp. 163-165. Ellicott's Journal, pp. 26- 
176. American State Papers, Boston edition, vol. 3, p. 335. 
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signals c.ousisU'd of flags and Iremendiras lighhvoud fires, chapter 
Ellicott here again left the surceyors, sailed to I'eusaeola, and 
lodged at the elegant quarters provided by the hospitable 
firm of Panton, Leslie & Co. Colonel Benjamin Hawkinsi 
now a permanent Creek Superintendent, left the nation, by 
appointment, and, (caching 1'ensaeoki, informed Ellicott that 
a large number of (.'recks were then on their way down, to 
hold a council. It was decided to meet, them upon the Cone- 
cuh, where the line would cross. This was in opposition to 
the suggestion of Covernor holelv who proposed Pensacola, 
where, it was supposed, Ik; intended to intrigue with the 
Creeks, to prevent the line being run. Indeed, the Spaniards 
generally were opposed to the surrender of so much territory, 
At Miller's Bluff, Ellicott, Hawkins, Minor, and Colonel Max- 
ant, with several Spanish officers, met the Creeks. These 
agents of the United States and Spain, addressing the In- 
dians, urged them to assist in running the line, and not to 
oppose it, all of which they had stipulated to do, at the treaty 
of Coleraine. The Mad Dog, of Tookahat.clia, replied, on the 
other side, and assured the commissioners that their wishes 
would he complied with, as they now understood that the 
line was to he run thrcnigh their territory, by the consent of 
Spain. The surveyors, to whose party were added two Chiefs 
and twenty Creek warriora, had reached the Conecuh, and 
begun the line from thence to ihe Chattahoochie. R. turning 
to Pensacola, Hawkins and Ellicott learned, to their surprise, 
that a large bod)' of Creeks were on their way, by an ar- 
rangement of Governor Folch, and that the survey would be 
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1 stopped. Encamping three miles norih of Pencaeola, these 
savages demanded presents of tlic American commissioner, 
which, from motives of policy, were granted , although he had 
no agency in assembling them. It was soon ascertained that 
Folch was secretly usin^ every exertion to defeat the plans 
of the American government. Ellicott left Pensacola, sailed 
for the month of the Apalao.hk-ola, am! ascended that river. 
Reaching the surveyors' camp, lie ascertained that the Creeks 
had been, very insolent, hanging upon their rear in large bodies, 
and plundering their effects. Greatly discouraged by this 
news, he pushed the survey to the Chattahoochie, where he 
fortified himself. He sent a runner to the Ockmulgee, for 
Hawkins, who had left Pensacola. About this time, Captain 
Minor dismissed his military e.scort, discharged many of .his 
laborer's, according to the instructions of Gayoso, given in 
May, and became very importunate to set out for the St. 
Mary's. In the meamime, J.hiukins had arrived, and advised 
the continuance of the work. But a party of Indians ad- 
vanced, and declared their intention to plunder the camps, 
Resolutely marching up lo ihem, with the military, Hawkins 
kept them at bay until 10 o'clock at night, when they pro- 
mised to remain at peace tj;l morning. All that night, how- 
ever, the woods rang with their riotous yells, while they threw 
down the beef-pens, and stole cattle ano' horses. They cut all 
the rigging of Ellieott's schooner, and robbed the master and 
crew, stripping them to their shirts. Fortunately, the cargo 
had been taken to the camp. The commissioners determined 
to retreat from Governor Folch's savage banditti. Captain 
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iliiiur, who is believed to have been innocent ol' any pattici- OHAItbh 
pation in originating these hostilities, sot out for the St. Mary's, ' 

attended "by the American military escort, with the surveyors, S^t™ 1 ™ 16 
who now ceased to work. Eliieoit entered his naked schooner, 
and propelled her, in the best way he could, down the Apa- 
lachicola, having saved ali his papers and astronomical appa- 
ratus. Nearly three years had expired since he landed at 
Natchez, and he had only been abie to mark the line from 
the Mississippi to the Chatiahooehic, in consequence of the 
duplicity, treachery and opposition of the Spaniards. But 
the- chief obii.-rt. vwh accomplish ei! — ''<-' : (HtohUMiiH-rd >if the 
southern boundary of '.lis 'present States of Mississippi and 
Alabama, Colonel Hawkins, abandoned by the whole expe- 
dition, fearlessly remained, several days, among the Indians, 
endeavoring to reconcile them. 

Approaching the sea, Ellicott found, wrecked upon Fox September as 
Point, a schooner of ihe British navy, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Wooldridge, among v, : hoso crew was the celebrated 
William Augustus Bowles. We left that gifted but bad 
man in the prison of Madrid, in lVoa. .Knowing his great 
influence with the Creeks, the- King of Spain often sent per- 
sons of his Court to the prison, with offers of military titles 
and pay, if he would abandon his allegiance to the English 
interest, join that of Spain, return to the Moridas, and con- 
tribute to strengthen the colonies with his warrior-forces. 
But the proud and unyielding Bowles spurned these offers. 
The Court then confined him in elegant quarters, and sur- 
rounded him with servants, sparkling wines and rich viands. 
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with the hope of r-j=it"'ti""iif his auctions ; but, this treatment 
fiiiiMCj'liig no purpose, he was Chreaiened with irarisporhdiou 
to the Island of Manilla, in the distant Pacific. Still unyield- 
ing, he .was ironed, and. sent there, in a vessel, where he 
remained until February, 1797. lie was then despatched 
back to Spain ; but, on the way, hearkia; of the war "between 
that power and England, ho scaped at Ascension Island, and 
reached Sierra Leone, where the Eaulish (..iovurnur p:ve him 
a passage to London.* Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Portland 
provided for his necessities in a munificent maimer. He left 
England in the schooner in which he was now wrecked, with 
which he had, for some time, preyed upon the- commerce of 
Pan ton and Spain, in the "Mexican Gulf. General Bowles 
addressed Ellicott a polite note, inviting him to the wreck, 
where the latter repaired, and was entertained with kindness, 
lie and Bowles were of mutual assistance to each other, the 
one supplying the perishing crew v irh some American stores, 
and the other giving him charts and valuable directions, in 
relation to the navigation around the Florida peninsula. 
Bowles had repeated conversations with hllieott, in which he 
avowed his hatred of the Americans, and his hostility to 
Spain, ami declared his determiealion to visit his vie' ance 
upon the latter, in incessant attacks upon the Florida posts, 
at the head of the Crooks, whom he termed "My people." 

Ellicott sailed from the wreck to St, Marks, where he 
lodged in the house of the commandant, Captain Portell, 

* Du Lac's Voyage dans lea deaux Louiaianea, pp. 466-470. 
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and was agreeably outertsLiiied by his fascinating wife. Hav- 
ing repaired his schooner, he sailed nnir.ixl the peninsula, and 
went up the St. Mary's to the camp of the surveyors, where 
to found all had arrived suit, and where, in conjunction with 
Minor, he determined the j joint of the line of 31 degrees, 
and there erected a large mound. Thus ended this protracted 
and disagreeable business.* 

* Eilicotfa Journal, pp. 180-978. Also his Appendix, p. 83. The 
Indians who broke up ihu sui-my belonged to the lowns of Tallase, 
upon the Tallapoosa, and Ufaula, upon the Chattahoochie. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

TEE AMERICANS IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

It has been seen that the hegislaiare of Georgia pi-oinpilv 
ivl. (.;:!i;d the Yazoo act. Oor.gvcfiS, with the consent of thai 
State, organized a large portion of tlic domain, which was 
conveyed msdei 1 the Ya?oo fiilc, into a territorial government, 
e:Kl:: , /;,in^ ■ lie country hetweeii thy Ohattahoeehie and Mis- 
sissippi rivers, extending from the line of 31° to that of 32° 
28'' . This government was not to impair the rights of Geor- 
gia to the soil. 

John Adams, now President of the United States, con- 
ferred upon Winthrop Sargent the post of Governor of the 
"Mississippi Territory." John Steele was, at the same time, 
appointed Secretary, while Thomas liodncy, of Delaware, 
and John Tilton, of New-Hampshire, were constituted Judges 
of the Superior (Joint. Four months after the evacuation of 
the country by the Spnuiards, these otHoers mt'ived atNatehez. 
They found the country in the occupation of the Federal 
troops, under General Wilkinson. The governor, whose 
powers were extensive, commenced the organization of his 
government. He decreed, by proclamation, the formation of 
the Natchez district into the counties of Adams and Picker- 
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ing. FTe established County Courts, which wore to be holden 
quarterly, by Associate Justices. Six thousand inhabitants, 
including slaves, comprised the population, who lived upon the 
waters of Bayou Pierre, St. Catharine, Cole, Ilomochitto, and 
Buffalo creeks. There was also a settlement at the Walnut Hills, 
and one upon Big Black It has been seen what kind o.f it 
population lived upon the To.nsaw and Tombigby, in 1192. 
It was now much increased, bin was composed of the same 
kind of people. An advance towards civilization had, how- 
ever, been made, in that region, by tbe establishment of 
a ferry, by Iloilmge-t'. an Indian country man, across the 
Tonihiu'hy, and another, by Samuel Minis, to convey people 
over the Alabama. The route ray across _\anuahubba .Hand. 
and, in times of high water, passengers were ferried from one 
river to tue other, the distance of ten miles. Lieutenant 
McLean- had inarched across tins country, from Natchez, and 
had taken possession of Fort St.. Stephens, when the Spanish 
garrison marched out, anil dropped down below Ellicott's line^ 
This portion of the Mississippi territory was utterly de- 
fenceless, entirely isolated, and surrounded by Indian nation.^ 
on the north, east and west, whiles the treacherous Spaniards 
were just below, at Mobile. To protect it, the Fedora] Oo- 
verumeut established a post upon the first, bluff bi'loiv ib.e 
confluence of the Tombigby and Alabama. Captain Shaum- 
berg, of !he 2d regiment, marched from Natchez, with two 
companies, and built a stockade, with one bastion, v.hieh was 
called Fort. Stoddart, and was situated on the site of the pre- 
sent, arsenal huidinu; of Mount Vernon. 
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Governor Sargent issued another proclamation, defining the 
limits of Washington county, embracing the population upon 
the Tombigby and Alabama. Of all counties that ever were 
established, it was )>y tar the most extensive in territory. It 
extended to the Ohattahoochie on the east, and to Pearl liver 
on the west, and was hounded on the south by the line of 
31", and on the north by that of 82° 28 / . Twenty counties 
in Alabama, and twelve in Mississippi, have since been formed 



,,!„, 



tth the 
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out of the territory of the original county of Washi 
The people of the territory, becoming dissa lis lied 
arbitrary measures of the governor, remousi rated 
President. These tilings, together with a prodigiou 
of population, induced Congress to establish a second grade 
of territorial government, which allowed a legislature. Four 
representatives from Adams, four from Pickering, and one 
from Washington, convened at Xateliez. The governor held 
an unqualified veto power. 

General "Wilkinson deserves to be remembered, for many 
important public sendees, among which were the treaties 
which he made with Indian tribes, and the military organiza- 
tion of new counties. He wrote with astonishing ease, and 
always expressed himself well. He was, unquestionably, a 
man of genius, as web as of much usefulness ; yet he had al- 
ways been suspected of allowing personal considerations io 
control much of his military and othcial conduct. However, 
now acting with great zeal and fidelity, he stationed troops at 
different points on the line of demarkation, from Fort Adams, 
upon the Mississippi, to Pearl river, and caused, as we have 
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seen, Fort Stoddart to be built. While bis head-quartera chapter 
were at Natchez, lie made an advantagemis treaty with the 
Chiekasaws, obtaining their consent, among other things, to October^ 
the cutting of a read, to remain a* a highway, extending from 
the Cumberland district to the American settlements of 
Natchez, lie made another treaty, with the Ohoctaws, for a December 17 
road from fori Adams to the Yazoo river. The old bounda- 
ry between the British mid Choeiaws was also confirmed by 
him, and marked anew. He likewise repaired to the distant. 
Oconee, and, near a fort named in honor of him, made a 
treaty with the Greeks, by which the latter, for valuable con- j upe i{ 
sideraiions, ceded to the United States all the territory east 
of a line, to run from the High Shoals upon Apalache, 
thence down the Oconee to its junction with the Ockmulgee, 
and thence to Kllieotrs mound, upon the St. Mary's. The 
ii-arli^s, wise and patriotic agents. Benjamin Hawkins and 
Andrew Pickens, were associated with General Wilkinson in 
ail those treaties, and. with him, ii'sveiied from the C i :'..-■ I; ; i.-r.«- 
Til riff, upon the Mississippi, backwards and forwards, over this 
Indian world, encountering \t> dangers, and sharing in mutual 



Mr. Jefferson, who was now President of the United States, 
appointed William 0.0. Claiborne, Governor of the Mississip- 
pi Territory. ' ■oicnior Sargent retired horn office, mid never 
afterwards filled a public station. The new governor, who 
was descended from an ancient Virginia family, removed to 

» Indian Afrairs, vol. 1, pp. 648-G81. 
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Tennessee when a youth, was a member of the convention 
which, formed the eons tit iitii hi of that State, a Judge of the 
Supreme Court, and a member of Congress. A man of un- 
questioned talents, tine address, and. strict probity and honor, 
he could not fail to make a popular and useful officer in the 
Mississippi wilderness. The- Territorial Secretary was Cato 
West, and the bench of the Superior Court was tilled by 
Daniel Til ton, Peter B. Bruin, and Selli Lewis. 

The counties of Adams and Pickering being sub-divided 

1803 into five others, and the name of the latter changed, they 

were now called Adams, Jctfcrsoii, U iikinson, Claiborne and 

A. code of iurisiirudoiici- was adopted. and the seat of 

government removed six miles east of Natchez, to the town 
of Washington. Joshua Baker was Speaker of the House, 
and John Ellis President of the Executive Council or Senate. 
About this period, Colonel Andrew Marschalk, of Wayne's 
army, established the "Natchez Gazette,'' the first paper is- 
sued in our country, and. afterwards, was so long engaged in 
the occupation, issmay diiiemut journals, for forty years, that 
be was styled the " Father of the Mississippi press." It was 
not long, however, belbrc Timothy and Samuel Terill pub- 
lished the "Mississippi Messenger," at the seat of government, 
where, also performing the duties of public printers, tbey pub- 
lished the first Digest of the Territory, compiled by Judge 
Harry Toulmin.* 

* Monette, vol. 2, p. 345. Notes on the War in the South, by Na- 
thaniel H. Claiborne, pp. 91-102. 



tosiedb^Google 



THI-I AMERICANS IN" ALABAMA AMD MrfSt^IJTl. 

Upon the Torobigby and Lake Tensaw, tlie people still 
lived without laws, and without the rite of matrimony. For 
years, the sexes had been in the habit of pairing off. and 
living together, with the mutual promise of regular marriage, 
when ministers or magistrates should make their appearance 
in the country. An amusing incident will here be related, in 
which a young couple were united by a functionary not hith- 
erto known as participating ill such sacred rites. The house 
of Samuel Minis, a wealth v Indian countryman, was the most 
spacious in the country, and hither the young and the gay 
Hocked to parties, and danced to the music furnished by the 
Creoles of Mobile and others, for the country abounded in 
fiddlers, of high and low degree. Daniel Johnson and Miss 
Elizabeth Linder had, for some time, loved each other. She 
was rich and he was poor, and, of course, the parents of the 
former objected to a pairing. On Christmas night, a large 
party was assembled at " Old Sam Minis'," and the very for- 
ests resounded with music and merry peals of laughter. In 
the midst of the enjoyment^ the lovers, in company with 
several young people, of both sexes, secretly left the house, 
entered some canoes, paddled down Lake Tensaw, into the 
Alabama, and arrived at boit Stoddart, an hour before day- 
light. Captain Sbaumberg, who had risen early to make his 
.■;.■:■;■ i ;::■;. v.r.s implored to join the lovers in the boi:ds of 
matrimony. The. proposition astounded the good-natured old 
German, who protested bis ignorance of all such matters, and 
assured them that he was only a military commandant, having 
no authority whatever to make people man and wife. They 
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DBAi'TEjt cJiti-fj"LL'-i(l, fo-HiTj^i- b'm, with truth, that til.-.' Federal. Goycrn- 
XXVI1 " ment had placed liim there as a general protector and regu- 
leoo lator of affairs, and that (.lie ease before him demanded his 
si.uid.iou aud adjustment. After the egg-uog had circulated 
pretty freely, the commandant placed the lowers before him, 
and, in a stentorian voice, pronounced the following marital 
speech: "I, Captain Shaumbcfg, of the 2d regiment of the 
United HtaU-s army, and commandant of Fort Stoddart, do 
hereby pronounce you man and wife.. (Jo homo! behave 
yourselves — multiply and replenish the Tensaw country !" 
The happy pair entered their canoes, rowed back to the Boat 
Yard, and were pronounced, hv the, whole settlement, " the 
lest married pe. 'pie they liy.fi known in a long time.''* 

The Federal Government displayed much wisdom in the 
180a establishment of a factory, or trading-house, at St. Stephens, 
It was well stored with such merchandize as suited the Choc- 
taws for whom it was particularly designed. Tt served to 
create a good feeling with those IndianK, and to entice them 
from the control of 1 'an ton and the Spaniards, below the line. 
Joseph Chambers, a man of a well cultivated mind, and of 
business capacity, a native of Salisbury, North -Carolina, was 
made superintendent, of this factory, with an assistant, Tho- 
mas H. "Williams, also from North -Carolina, who afterwards 
was Secretary of the Territory, Collector of the port of New- 
Orleans, and United Suites Senator from Mississippi. 

The Yazoo act had been repealed, the treaty of Madrid 
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had been made, Kllieott's linn had boon run, nnd the Spaniards chapter 
had been removed; still great difficulties had arisen lie- XXV1L 
twoon Georgia and the Federal Government, in relation to 
lands granted under the Yazoo act, which the companies, and 
various purchasers under them, resolutely claimed and de- 
fended. Many plans were proposed, for .saiisfaeiovy adjust- 
ment, which produced de-bate and contention of an angry 
character. Tina!!v, Albert- Uallalin. James Madison and Levi 
Lincoln, on the pari of the government, and James Jackson, 
Abraham Baldwin and John Jifil lodge, represer.tin!;- Georgia, , M ? 1 a4 
made a final disposition of the matter. For the sum of one 
million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, Georgia 
ceded to the United States all the territory within the follow- 
in u; boundaries : be-y;inui>ig upon th.e Missi^ippi, at the line of 
31", thence continuing -up that river to the line of 35°, 
thence along that line, due east, to Nickapick, thence south- 
ward to the mouth of Uckeo creek, thence down the Chatta- 
hoochie to Ellieott's line, thence along thstt line due west, to 
the Mississippi, the place of beginning. The purchase-money 
was to be paid to Georgia, out of the first net proceeds of the 
sales of these lands. The United States stipulated to recog- 
nize all good claims, to any of this territory, under Spanish 
and British grants, and also under the act of Georgia, of 
1785, creating the county of Bourbon ; but it refused to 
admit any of the Yazoo claims.' 1 ' The United States now 
held the right of jurisdiction, and (he right- of soil, to all the 

"Public Lands, vol. 1, p. 114. 
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chapter territory which forms the present Stains of Alabama and 
xxvir. Mississippi. After this compromise, the money paid by the 
Yazoo companies was made over to the United States. Some 
of it had been drawn by the purchasers, under the law of 
Georgia ; some of it had been lost, whilst in deposite at the 
treasury, from which the Wtale had taken the precaution to 
be saved harmless, bavin;;' dec-laved, in good time, that the 
deposite should remain in the treasury at the risk of the 
depositors. The Yazoo grantees, or those claiming under 
them, were never suffered to hold lands in Alabama or Mis- 
sissippi, in virtue of cither the Yazoo act or the compromise, 
Tliov luig'a: have held as much as they pleased, in urlue of 
the stock of five million scrip, ere;ned by an act of Congress. 
Emigrants flocked to the .Vli^sissiprii Territory, by various 
routes, all of which were difficult, and some of them very 
1801 circuitous. A party set out from Korth- Carolina, consisting 
of Thomas Malone, a young clerk in the land office of Raleigh, 
John Murrel and his family, James Moore, Goodway My rick, 
George Nosworthy, Robert Caller, William 'Murrel, and sixty 
negroes. With great difficulty they ascended the Blue Ridge, 
with their wagons, and descended, through its dark gorges, 
into the valley of the 'J.\-;ji:iys>ee. Ot>: is true-ting iial-boats, at 
Kno.will.e, they floated down the river to the head of the 
Muscle Shoals, where they disembarked, at the house of 
Double-Head, a Cherokee Chief. Placing their effects upon 
the horses, which had been brought down, by land, from 
Knoxville, they departed, on foot, for the " Bigby settle- 
ments," about St. Stephens, a great distance off, and to which 
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not, :l sulitrjrv direct path led. After ;t f-tigiiini: march, they chapter 
readied the residence of Levi Colbert, a celebrated Chieka- XXVI1 - 
saw Chief, who gave them the necessary directions. Pursuing 
their journey, they came upon the Tombigby, at the Cotton 
Gin, which had, not long before, been erected by the Federal 
Government, to encourage the Chickasaws in the cultivation 
of the great staple. 

Desiring to lessen the fatigues of the long and painful trip, Ja ^ 
the party constructed two canoes at this point, each forty 
feet in length, and very large, but of miserable workmanship, 
being executed with no other took than axes and grubbing 
hoes. These they placed in the river, in parallel positions, 
five feet apart. They (vera connected by a platform, made of 
cane, upon which were deposited the effects of the expedition, 
which were piled up high above the heads of the emigrants, 
who now sat down in long rows, in the two canoes. A few 
of the men went by land with the horses, towards St. Ste- 
phens, to make preparations for the arrival of the main party. 
This rude and singular craft, then quite common in savage 
regions, had proceeded but two miles down the rapid, crooked 
ami swollen stream, when it struck, with great force.', against 
a log, which extended half across the channel, and immedi- 
ately disappeared. The cane ligament which bound the 
Siamese canoes, burst asunder, and every sou] was washed 
deep under the waves. Those who rose again, were pre- 
sently seen struggling with the torrent, amid the wreck, now 
tossed about in the fury of the waters: Murrel rose, but in 
his arms ivas the lifeless l.mdy of a damxliler. His wife aiso 
10* 
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, came to the surface, with a babe at, her hreast, hotb happily 
alive. Malone and others, swimming ashore, became active 
in assisting many of the party in renehiug limbs of trees, by 
extending to them grape-vines and canes. At length, all 
who survived, huddled upon a small piece of land, surrounded 
by water. 

It was now night. The north wind swept over the gloomy 
awamp. The, ducks, in (heir rapid flight, whizzed through the 
air. The wolves howled upon the prairie?. The owls scream- 
ed and hooted upon the lofty trees. The mighty timber erash- 
ed as tho angry currents passed by. Such were the un\velcome 
sounds that, fell upon the ears of this miserahle party. No 
succor crime. Vo encouraging voice sainted them. Be- 
numbed with cold, they hovered together to keep alive, shiv- 
ering and knocking their agilated limbs against each other, 
while ihcir wet apparel froze fast Upon tbem, Ikhig without 
tire. they bad no way lo produce one. Jt was two miles 'jack 
to the old camp, and the route lay over thick cane, water and 
-mall inlands, A resolute- young negro man volunteered to 
find it. He plunged into the low grounds, and strangely 
made his way to tho camp. In the meantime, the helpless 
pioneers, despairing of his return, bewailed L f i ■::■ i i ■ condition 
with deep in os ns atid bitter lamentations, l.lenoal'i the sha- 
dows of one of the darkest, nights ever known, they mournfully 
counted over the missing and the drowned. Two long hours 
passed away, when the cheerful halloo of the negro was heard 
afar off. It was answered by a united and sympathetic shout. 
All eyes were turned in tho direction from which tho sound 



to S i e db,Goog[e 



Till'"; AMRRR'ANri !\ ALABAMA AND UlSS'iSSiFl'L 



ISO 



came, and Jn the darkness was seen an indistinct light, which citai'ter 
shone over the tops of the distant canes, like a far-off Aurora xxvii, 
Borealis. It was fire, and the noble negro had brought it 

from die old camp. At length lie came, with a cracking, 
crashing noise, familiar only to the ears of those who liave 
walked through (lie dense cane-swamps of Alahama. 

Fires were kindled with dry eaiie, and around them sat the 
sufferers, until the morning sun dispelled the horrid night. 
It was now ascertained that one white child, and twenty-one 
negroes, were entombed beneath the tide of the angry 'J.'om- 
bigby. The survivors groped their way to the Cotton Gin, 
without provisions, without hats, without tools, without fire- 
arms, wit-lion t. money, and with no clothes except those which 
drooped upon their limbs. They were friendless and alone in 
a savage country, far from liner point of destination, and still 
further from their native land. 

"Who saved these people from starvation, and enabled 
them to reaeh Washington com-iy, Alabama, after a journey 
of one hundred and twenty days from North-Carolina? Not 
the Indians, for one of them stole a negro from the brave 
Malone, for the return of whom he had to give his watch. 
Those animals, who cling to their unfortunate masters to the 
last moment, and are never once guilty of the crime of in- 
gratitude -who heated rabbits, opossums and .raccoons for 
their famished owners. They saved the lives of these people. 

Several years previous to this period, two brothers, from 
New-England, came to the Boat Yard, upon Lake Tensaw. 
William I'ieice pursued tin; business of weaving — a profitable 
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employment in those days. His brother, John, established 

the first American school in Alabama. There, the high-blood 
descendants of T.neblan McGiliivray — the Taits, Weatherfbrds 
and Durants, i.be aristocratic hinders, the weal'.by Miuis's, and 
llic children '.>!' many others, tirst learned to read, The pupil; 
were strangely mixed in blood, and their color was of every 
hue. It was not lung before these Yankee brothers engaged 
in mercantile pursuits. They established a cotton gin at the 
.Boat Yard, the iirsl. in tiiat part of the conn try. ^ix months 
before this, Ab^am Murdeiaii, an Tndian trader, prorating 
tin- eonsenl. of the Creek Chiefs and die approbation of Col. 
Hawkins, had established a cotton gin at Weathevford's race- 
track on the first eastern bluff boiow the junction of the Coosa. 
and Tallapoosa. It was built by Lyons k blarnett, of Georgia, 
who brought their tools, gia saws and other materials, hum 
thai State, on pack-horses. The same enterprising mechanics 
also built the one for the Pierces, and another, at Mcintosh 
Bluff, upon the Tombigby. 

Abram Mordecai was a queer fellow. He traded ex- 
tensively with the Indians, exchanging his goods for pink-root, 
liickory-nul oil, and peltries of ail kinds. These he carried to 
iS'ew-i. Vleans and Mobile in boats, and to i.'ensaeok.i and Au- 
gusta on pack-horses, 'the hickory-nut oil was a luxury with 
French and Spanish epicures, It was manufactured by the 
Indians, in a simple manner-— by boiling the cracked nnts in 
water, and skimming off the oil ;;s it floated on the surface. 
Mordecai bought cotton of tins Indians in small quantities, 
ginned it, and carried it to Augusta on pact -horses, in bags 
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much smaller than those of the present day. He was a dark- chapter 
eyed Jew, and amorous in his disposition. Tourculla, (Capt, xxyii, 

Isaacs. ) the Chief of the Coosawdas, hearing of his intrigues 
with a married squaw, approached his house with, twelve war- 
liors, knocked him down, thrashed him with poles until he lay 
insensible, <;ul off his ear, and left him to the care of his wife. 
They also broke up his hoat, and burned down his gin-house. 
A pretty squaw was the cause of the (Instruction of the first, 
cotton gin in Alabama. * 

General Bowles, quiuiug the island where Ellicott found 
him, boldly advanced into the Creek nation, disturbed the 
mild and beneficial iiiilueiiee which Hawkins had began to 1 en- 
gender, declared his eternal hostility to Spain and the United 
Stales, and became an object of dread to all quiet minds, and a 
terror to all interests against which ire acted. Among other 
outrages, he headed a party of Indians, advanced upon St. 
Marks, captured the fort, and plundered the store of Panton, 
Leslie &, Co, Hawkins united with the Spanish authorities 
in a scheme to rid llie country of a common enemy. A large 
secret reward was oiletvd for his capture. A great feast was isos 
given by the Indians at the town of Tuskegce, where the old 
I'Vencli Fort. Toulouse stood, to which Howies and the Micca- 
aoochy Chiefs were invited. They attended, and during the 
feast, the unsuspecting freebooter was suddenly sei/.ed by con- 
cealed Indians, who spi^ng upon him, securely pinioned him, 

» Conversations with Lacklan Durant, James Moore, Abram 
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„ .^ „„ ai 'd pkteod him in a canoe lull of armed warriors. They then 
xxvii. rapidly rowed down the river. Hawkins and John Forbes, of 

"I 'cnsaeola, were in the [own. but were concealed, umii Sam 
McMae, f, hah'-brecd. had caused Bowles to by ina.de a prisoner. 
Arriving at :i peinL in the present i_)alla~ eoimh, the canoe was 
tied up, Lbe prisoner eor.dueted upon the bank, and a guard 
set over him. Tn thy night the guard fell asleep, when Howies 
.GTiinvod his' ropes apart, crept down the bank. »-ot into the 
canoe, .|uietly paddled across the river, entered ;i tl lie's cane 
swamp, and fled. At the break of day, the astonished Indians 
arose in great confusion, but 1'or'uiia.icly saw the canoe on the 
op posit* side, which Bowles bad foolishly neglected to shove 
off. Swimming over to that point, they got upon his track, 
and by the- middle- of the day once more made him a pri- 
soner. He was conveyed to Mobile, and from thence to Ha- 
vana, where, after a few years, he died in the duijgv:.:i-: "f 
Moro Castle.* 

While the inhabitants of the eastern section were disturb- 
ed by Bowles, a notorious robber named Mason, was a terror 
to the people of the, western part of the Mississippi "territory. 
During the occupancy of ihe country by the Spaniards, the 
lair of ibis remorseless human tiger was in a ease upon the 
Ohio, where he secreted his banditti, and the booty which he 
had acquired in a long and bloody havoc upon the public. 
He had now stationed himself upon the highway, between 

* Conversations with old trailers', who ueiv [iipsent when Bowles 
was oaptorefl. See also Indian Affairs, vol. 1. 
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New-Orleans and Natchez, with Lis two sons and llicsir dos- chapter 
perate associates. The Western people boated their produce 
down the Mississippi — sold it in New-Orleans, purchased 
horses, and returned l>y if lis route to Natchez, and from tLenee 

to Nashville, laden with goods and money. This, therefore, 
offered i lii.- most expensive theatre for the operations of Ma- 
son, and his banditti, llenee his -an 'miliary outrages wero 
perpetrated one day in tlie Chickasaw nation, and the next 
upon Pearl river. At length, the people in all parts of the 
country wore aroused by Lis inhuman murders, and every 
hand was raised against him. Governor Claiborne declared 
him an outlaw, and offered a large reward for his head. Tire 
proclamation was widely distributed, and fell into the hands 
of Mason ; and while he was reading It, with a smile of 193s 
scorn and contempt, a blow from behind felled him to the 
earth. His sons were, out upon an expedition, and lie was 
alone with two of Lis men, who, tempted by the reward, now 
cut oil' Lis head, and boro it to Washington, t.o Governor 
Claibin-ne. Fortunately, on account of a temporary lack of 
funds in the treasury, the reward was not paid. In the 
meantime, hundreds flocked to the governor's quarters to see 
the, head of Mason, and it was recognized by many who Lad 
seen him. Anion"' others, wont two young men, whose re- 
spectable father Mason and his gang had waylaid and robbed, 
while they were with him. They immediately recognized his 
two associates, who brought in the head. These, men were 
thrown into prison, condemned and Lung, and the reward 
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was I'll us saved to (he territory, while Mason w-as also out o* 
the way.* 

Down to this period, no Protesting preacher had ever 
raised his voice, to remind iliG Tom high;, and Tenssiw settlers 
of their duty to the Most High. Hundreds, born and bred 
in the svilderness, and now adult nun anel women, had never 
even seen a preacher, 'the mysterious and ceeer.irie. Lorenzo 
How, one day sut.Lder.iy appeared at the Boat V'ard. He 
caniii ttoili ( ieurgia, across the Cruel; nation, encountering its 
dangers, almost alone. He proclaimed tlie truths of theg'os- 
pel here, to a large audience, crossed over the Alabama, and 
preached two sermons to the "Big-ly set tiers, 1 ' and went from 
thence to the. Natchez settlements, where he also exhorted 
the people to " tun* from the error of their ways." He then 
v : si|.. L ibe Cumberland region and Kentucky, and came 'jack 
to the Tom hi ^ Ij y, jilling his appointments to the very day. 
Avails I'lunj'iaz into, the Creek naiion, this holy man ol' Cod 
once more appeared among the people of Georgia, f 

As early as the summer of 1799, the Rev. Tobias Gibson, 
a Methodist missionary, from South-Carolina, visited the 
Natch''/ setiiemems, by way of the Cumberland and Ohio — 
organized religious societies in Washington and its vicinity, 
si. nd then departed from die wilderness. In die fall of 1800, 



* Monette, vol. 2, pp. 351-353. 
n Washington county, Alabama, 
j " Lorenzo Dow'a complete wqil 
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he again appeared, now as a msssionarv from the Tennessee chapter 
Conference, and formed societies from Jiayou Pierre to the XSVI1 ' 
Spanish line, numbering, collectively, two hundred church 
members. After performing' the mos'- arduous labor ill the 
cause of our Divine Master, for three years, in this rude and 
savage laud, ho died. The Rev. Mr. Brown, another Metho- 
dist missionary, came from Tennessee m 1802, and brought 
with him, to the Natchez country, a mind stored with, a 
knowledge of science, and a heart -fervent with piety. lie 
labored in Natchez until ISO 1 ;. Montgomery and Hall, two 
reverend gentlemen of the 'Presbyterian order, also preached 
in Natchez for several years. The Baptists, too, sent a " la- 
borer into the vineyard." in the person of the Rev. David 
Cooper, who arrived in 1802. Dr. Cloud, of the Episcopal 
Church, was also sent to "proclaim the glad tidings." The 
efforts of these various sects were highly salutary, serving to 
soften and refine the people, and to banish much sin and vice 
from the worst region that, ministers ever entered.* 

Congress eslabi^hed regulations respecting the English, 1803 
Spanish and Georgia grants. Many of the inhabitants claim- 
ed extensive tracts of land under them. A. land office was ju^g 
established at the town ef Washington, and a board of com- 
missioners formed, composed of Thomas Rodney and Robert 
Williams, who proceeded to consider all claims arising under 
these grants, in a district extending from Pearl liver to the 
Mississippi. The;- continued in office until the 3d July, 1807, 
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having recorded two thousand and ninety claims. Their acts 
were sanctioned by the Preside tit. Another board of com- 
missioners, consisting of Joseph Chambers, ftp ham Kirby and 
Robert Garter Nicholas, was formed at St. Stephens, upon the 
Tombigby, whose district extended from Pearl river east- 
ward. They adjourned on the 2 l.si December, 1805, having 
admitted to record two hundred and seventy-sis claims, whieh 
the President likewise ratified. The inhabitants, living upon 
public lands about the time of KDicoU's survey, were after- 
wards allowed, by the govern me at, a section of laud; ana 
those who came just before the hoard of commissioners was 
established, received a quarter section, Tsaac Briggs was 
snrveyor-geueral. Tiro Territorial government was made to 
extend to the southern bound; in of the State of Tennessee; 
but the extinguishment uf Lhc Tubal:- title had been obtained 
to no portion, except a strip seventy miles long, above and 
below Natchez, and extending bitck twenty miles, and the 
smal] district upon the Tombigby. The balance of the terri- 
tory was occupied by the Creeks, Cherokee.s, Chickasaws and 
Ohoetaivs. 

Colonel James Caller, of North-Carol in a, was one of the 
first representatives to the Legislative Council, from the coun- 
ty of Washington, Alabama. The first County Court of this 
county was held at Mcintosh Bluff, where John Caller, Cor- 
nelius Rain and John Johnson presided, with great frontier 
dignity. These .Justices had no code before them, mid coming 
from different States, decided cases according to the laws of 
their native land, so that most atnusiriy: ditferenees of opinion 
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often ] .to vailed. This was the ease all over the territory ; but chaptek 
(he Justices from Georgin holding the -aivs of Ho nth-Caroli- 
na, North-Carolina. Virginia, and tie ivhole of New-England 
in great contempt raniended ihai the practice in the State 
from which they came, was alone correct. With their usual 
success, they iiehorally managed to carry their points. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

&OVERNOR TROUP, OR THE McINTOSH FAMILY— 
INCIDENTS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 

At the close of out' hist chapter, it ivas stated that the first 
American court held in Alabama was at Mcintosh Bluff, 
which is situated upon the western bank of the Tombigby, 
between its confluence with the Alabama and the town of St, 
Stephens. Conn (.'civil with this bluff, them is, to us, a pleasing 
historical reminiscence, Alabama has I'm honor of being the 
birth-place of George M, 'J.V up, late Governor of Georgia, and 
who is one of the most vigorous and expressive political and 
epistolary writers of the age. His grandfather, Capt. John Mc- 
intosh, the Chief of the Moli itosh clan, was long attached to the 
army of West "Florida, and bis valuable services were reward- 
ed, by the King of Kngland, with the grant of Mcintosh 
Bluff', and extensive tracts of land upon the Mississippi. He 
had a son, who was also a Uriiish officer, and a daughter, a 
native of Georgia, The latter, while on a visit to England, 
married an officer of the royal army, named Troup. She 
sailed from England to Mobile, and. arriving at the latter 
place, entered a barge, and went up the Tombigby river to 
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the residence of her fa'.her, at Mcintosh Bluftj where, in the 
wilds of Alabama, Governor Troup was born, in September, 
1780. She had an undo, named Roderick Mcintosh, or "Old 
Kory," as he wa; familiarlv called, a most extraordinary cha- 
racter — a kind of Don Quixote, old Arab Chief, Scottish and 
Irish Chieftain, the Saladin and Ceeur de Leon of chivalry. 
He was long an officer of his majesty's army, in Georgia 
and East Florida. Thus the father, brother, uncle and hus- 
band of this lady, the mother of George M. Troup, were all 
British officers, before- the commencement of the revolution, 
IS'-ir.g removed I'nim the sewnes of that revolution, none of 
them may bo said to have taker; sides against it, except " Old 
Rory," who, during' the war, was frequently in Georgia and 
East Florida, and, although far advanced in years, was, at all 
times, ready to storm any whig fortress that might present 
itself. Before he came to America, he had been the cham- 
pion of his native g'en, in Scotland, and was strongly attached 
to the Stuart family. In 1*777, he was over sixty-five years 
of age. He was tall. His form was admirably proportioned 
for strength and activity. His complexion was ruddy, and 
his hair was white, frizzled and bushy. In walking, or rather 
striding, his step ordinarily embraced the space of four feet. 
He was not rich, but lived in ease and comfort, when not 
engaged in the actual service of the King. lie cared nothing 
for money. During the Spanish occupation of East Florida, 
he sold a drove of cattle in St. Augustine, and, receiving 
payment in specie, placed it in a bag. on his horse, and rode 
towards home. Oil the route, the canvass gave way, and 
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many of the dollar's fell upon the path. He secured those 
which were left, and pursued his journey, giving himself no 
concern about those upon the ground. Some years after- 
wards, being in want of money, he recollected his loss, went 
to the place, picked up as many dollars as he wanted, and 
returned home. He was fond of dogs. He once laid a con- 
siderable bet that he could hide a doubloon, at three milea 
distance, and that his setter, ■ivhich. he had taught to take his 
back tract, would find it. Lwxih presently went off on his 
trail, was gone some time, and returned panting, with his 
tongue out, but came without the doubloon. "Treason. 1 " 
vi^if/rHed " liory," and he winked rapidly to tin; place ivhere 
he had hidden the money. He turned over the log, and found 
that huath had torn up the earth in seareh of it, A man was 
seen, some distance oil', engaged in tin; splitting of rails. 
Without ceremony, " Eovy " drew his dirk, advanced upon 
him, and swore be would put him to death if he did not give 
up tlie doubloon. The man, very mticli alarmed, immediately 
handed him the coin, observing that, having seen Mcintosh 
put something under the log, he had gone to the place, and 
found the gold. : ' liory," lowing him back the money, said 
" take it, vile caitiff; it was not: the pelf, but the honor of my 
dog, I eared for." 

In 1778, a portion of the garrison of St, Augustine, under 
General Provost, inarched, by land, to join a force from New- 
York, to attack Savannah, then in the occupation of the 
whigs. ■' liory " was a captain of light infantry, upon this 
expedition. On the march, they passed near a small whig 
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fort, commanded l>y Captain, afterwards Colonel John Mc- < 
In tosh. Early one morning, when " Rory " had made rather 
free with the morning glass, lie insisted on sallying out to 
summon the fort to surrender. His friends were unable to 
restrain him, and lie: presently ;;dv;'.need, with clay more in hand, 
followed l>y his faithful negro, Jim, Approaching the gate of 
the fort, he said, in an audible- and commanding tone, "Surren- 
der, yon miscreants! how dare you presume to resist his ma- 
jiwty's arms!" Captain. Mcintosh knew him, and, fovhii.blitig 
any of his men to fire, threw open the gate, and said, " Walk 
in, cousin, and take possession." "No!" said Kory, with 
great indignation, " I will not trust myself with such vermin, 
but I order you to surrender." A rifle was fired at him, the 
ball of which pawed through his face. He fell, but imme- 
diately recovered. He retreated backwards, flourishing his 
sword. His servant, seeing his face covered with blood, and 
hearing the shot, falling ground him, implored his master to 
face about, and run lor his life. He replied, "Run, yourself, 
poor slave, but I am of a race that never runs." In this 
manner, he backed safely into the lines, flourishing his sword 
in delianee, arid keeping his face to tho enemy. 

Upon a certain occasion, " Rovy " rode from St. Augustine 
to Savannah, and applied to his friend, Couper, lor money to 
defray his expenses from that place to Charleston. Conner 
saw that something of an extraordinary character agitated 
him, and with difficulty learned the cause of his excitement. 
" That reptile i:i Charleston, Gadsden, lias insulted my coun- 
try, and I will put him to death." " What has he done ?" 

VOL. II. 11 
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said Couper. "Why," said Rory, "on being asked how he 
meant to fill up his wharf, in Charleston, he replied, ' by im- 
ported Scotchmen, who were (it for nothing better.' " With 
great difficulty, the friends of Rory prevailed on him to return 
home, 

It would be an endless (ask Ui enumerate all the anecdotes 
ir. our possession, in relation to tin- re m a i brink: Highlander, 
the grand-uncle of Governor Troup. He was often in the 
Creek nation, and was the father of Colonel William Mcin- 
tosh, a half-breed Muscogee, of high character, whom the 
Upper Creeks killed, for his friendship to the Georgians. 
"Rory" always dressed in the Highland costume. He was 
perfectly fearless in spirit, while his broadsword, wielded by 
one of the most powerful arms, caused streams of human 
blood to flow, in many desperate engagcu.ienis. Although 
engaged in the rebellion of '4a, King George was nevertheless 
much attaeh'fl to hint, and "Rory" was ready to die for thai- 
monarch, at any moment. 

There was another branch of the Mcintosh family — all, 
however, close connections of Governor Troup, by consan- 
guiniiv — v.ho were conspicuous wings in the revolution, citi- 
zens of Georgia, and men who occupied high ranks in the 
army. One of these was General Lachhm Mcintosh, who 
came out to Georgia wi1 b * •gleih'brpe, when a little boy, and 
the other. Colonel John Mcl.nlosh, who also [ought Lor liberty 
throughout the war. In Liter times, Colonel John S. Mcin- 
tosh, one of the same family, became a distinguished Ameri- 
can officer, was in the wars of 1813 and 1814, and recently, 
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in tlic Mexican war, was wounded at KesacLt tie la J 'alma, and chapter 
afterwards, at Molino del Rcy, and died in the city of Mexico. xx ' ' 
The Molntoali family was composed of people of marked cha- 
racter, all of whom were born to command. The Mood al- 
ways exhibited itself, even when mixed with that of the Indian. 
After the revolution, the- falLer of Governor Troup established 
himself in Georgia, became an American citizen, and was 
much esteemed and respected, to the day of his death. His 
body is interred at .Belleville, Mdiuos'i county, and that of Ins 
wife in the family vault of General Laciilan Mcintosh, at Sa- 
vannah.* 

Napoleon Bonaparte had turned his eagle eye to the rich 
province of Louisiana, and it was ceded by Spain to France, jy^si 
He contemplated its occupation, with a large army, and pro- 
bably entertained designs of conquest against portions of the 
United States ; but, becoming deeply iuiolvod in wars with 
the whole of Europe, he reluctantly relinquished these inten- 
tions, and ceded Louisiana to the United States, for sixty '™ 
millions of francs. Governor Claiborne, with a large num- 
ber of emigrants, who had al ready docked to Natchez from all 
parts of the Union, for the purpose of occupying Louisiana, 
sailed down the Mississippi, with Wilkinson and his forces, 
and took formal possession of the city oi' New-Orleans, in behalf December 20 
of the United States, lie had been appointed i.ke Governor of 
the Louisiana Territory. He left the people of the Mississippi 
Territory, duly impressed with a deep sense of obligation for 
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. his valuable; puhlic services. Cato West, the Territorial Seere- 
taiy, discharged the executive duties until his successor arrived. 
The distance of Natchez from the Tombigby was so great, 
that Congress authorized the. President to appoint an addi- 
tional Superior Court Judge, tor the benefit of the people 
settled upon linit river. The- Hon, Harry Toulmin was se- 
lected. He was horn at Taunton, in Kngland. the Vth April, 
1766, and descended from a learned and respectable family. 
He became a pastor of the Unitarian church, at Chowbert, in 
Lancashire, in 178B, where he occupied a prominent position, 
officiating before a congregation of a ihou-itnd hearers. Be- 
coming an object of suspicion lo the government, it deter- 
mined to silence not only his efforts, but those of every other 
person who indulged in an independent, expression of opinion, 
h'reriue'it'y threatened with personal injury, and often sur- 
rounded by mobs, who extended their violence to bis private 
residence, as well as his church, Mr. Toulmin determined to 
seek il laud where ail religious opinions are tolerated. Land- 
ing at Norfolk, Virginia, he proceeded to Winchester, where 
he had the misfortune to lose two of his children. The year 
following, he became the President of Transylvania Univer- 
sity, of Lexington, the duties of which he discharged for four 
years. He was then Secretary of State, of Kentucky, for the 
long period of eight years, and wrote most of the public 
documents of that day. Having pursued the study of law, 
and attained great, proficiency in it, lie compiled a code of 
laws for Kentucky, in the most satisfactory manner. A fine 
writer, an excellent scholar, an amiable man, and a delightful 
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fire-side companion, Judge Toulmin won upon the hearts of chapter 
his friends, find engaged the confidence of t.lic public. He 
came to Alabama, bv way of New -Orleans, settled at a can- 
tonment near Kort Stoddart, and afterwards removed to the 
court house, which ho called Wakefield, in memory of Gold- 
smith's good vicar. His first court was hold in the tali of 
1804, he having been diligently engaged, for several months 
previous, in arranging the iudieial d;']iartnicnt of Washing- 
ton county. Thero was no newspaper here, and Thomas 
Malone, the clerk, advertised libels against boats, for smug- 
gling, in a New-Orleans paper, published by Bradford and 
Anderson. 

Fort Stoddavt was now a prominent post. Captain Shaum- "°* 
berg retired from the command, which was assumed by Cap- 
tain Schuyler, of Ncw-Yor!;, w ho had the command of eighty 
men. Lieutenant Reuben Chamberlain, now of Mobile, ar- 
rived at this station in June, as pay-master. Edmund Pen- 
dleton Gaines was then a lie alterant, under Captain Schuy- 
ler. Here the Court of Admiralty was held, for it was a 
port of entry.*' 

Robert Williams, of .Novlh-CaroUaa, appointed to succeed 

Governor Claiborne, arrived at the town of Washington, raw 

' ° Wary 36 

Mississippi, and partook of a public dinner, at which the 

Honorable Thomas Rodney presided. His staff consisted 

of William. Scott, William B. Shields, William Woolridge 

* I have consulted kjiih: liki^iqtiiL/ut smLiec; ff the life and charac- 
ter of Judge Toiilmn—Ci>r.vt:r.:a:Loi]s wish Major Reuben Chamber- 
lain, of Mobile, and Thomaa Malone. 
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■i and John 0. Carmichacl, the first with the rank of colonel, 
and the others with that of major. 

Congress, having constituted the country upon the Tom- 
bigby a revenue district, known as the ;1 district of Mobile," 
the most vigilant and annoying 3ystein of searches com- 
menced. The people, with ju-t cause, considered it an unne- 
cessary restriction upon a weak and defenceless territory, 
Not only did Spain exact heavy tin tie-;, at the port of Mobile, 
upon American mei'chandJw, destined for the American set- 
tlement? above, hut the Federal (jovernment, which ought 
rather. to have fostered and protected her wilderness-children, 
also exacted duties from them, at Fort Stoddart. These 
arbitrary revenue laws of Spain and the- United States were 
applied, with equal severity, also, to whatever the persecuted 
settlers of Alabama chose to export — so that a Tombigby 
planter, sending his produce to New-Orleans, by way of 
Mobile, and exchanging it there for goods and supplies, 
paid, by the time he reached home, an ad valorem duty 
of Iweii.tv-live per cent. Vessels ivere required to pass 
under the guns of Fori Charlotte, and to submii Lo insult 
and search. The Spaniards valued the goods themselves, 
and imposed a duty of twelve and a half per cent. The 
Federal Government remonstrated villi ^pain, in an exten- 
sive correspondence, but^ we think, with a very ill grace, 
while restrictions were imposed by herself, upon her own 
people, at the port of Fort Stoddart, 

When the lino of demarcation was established by Ellicott 
and the Spanish commissioners, those inhabitants— chiefly 
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Spaniards, old British subject? and tones — living in the chapter 
Natchez district, retired below the lira 1 , within Spanish juris- 
diction, as tlits reader hiis already soon. Notwithstanding 
thai General Wilkinson then a; It: red into a convention with 
the Governor of Louisiana, for the mutual surrender of de- 
serters, and both sides adopted wise measures to prevent 
border disturbances, vet much prejudice and iii-i'cel nig con- 
tinued to exist between the American settlers and Spaniard*. 
.No serious outbreaks, however, occurred, until alter Louisiana 
was surrendered to the United States. A controversy then 
arose, in relation to a strip of country lying between the 
line of 31 s oii the north, the Bayou Iberville on the south, 
the Mississippi on the west, and Pearl river on the east. 
This had been organized, by the Spaniards, into a district, 
called the "Government of liaton Kouge," and placed under 
the control of Don Carlos de Grandpre. It comprised the 
posts of Baton .Rouge, "Manchae, Thompson's Greek, and 
Bayou Sara. A controversy also arose, in relation to the 
country bounded by the Perdido on the east, Pearl river on 
the west, the line of 31° on the north, and the Gulf of Mexi- 
co on the south, which was the Spanish "Mobile district." 
The United States contended that these two districts should 
have been surrendered at the same time that the (shmd of New- 
Orleans ami the country west til' the M : ssissi!..y.ii were given up; 
that Bonaparte, in his treat}- with Spain, acquired the whole 
of the Louisiana which belonged to France before 1702; that, 
when subsequently he ceded Louisiana to the United States, 
he ceded all which he had acquired from Spain, and, of course, 
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chapter the ttubm Rouge and Mobile districts wt-n- iueJurh'd, tor thov 
once belonged to French Louisiana. Spain met these argu- 
ments, by assuming thii positions, that, just before the- close 
of the American revolution, she became herself engaged in 
a war with England ; thai she tool; from Great Britain, by 
conquest, the Baton Kongo district, avid that of Mobile, winch 
was then a. part of West Florida; that, in 1783, Great Bri- 
tain continued t'icse to her by treaty ; Unit, since then, she 
(Spain) had always considered these districts as a part of 
Spanish West Florida; that Bonaparte only ceded to the 
United Slates Louisiana, not embracing, of course, the Baton 
Rouge and Mobile districts. 

The people of the Mississippi Territory, believing that the 
American government was right in Lliis controversy, were 
impatient to occupy the rich lauds in the Baton Kongo dis- 
trict, and were loud and open, in their donuiirinlions of the 
Spaniards, J.'order troubles commenced. Lieutenant John 
Glasscock, a subject of Spain, placed himself at the head of 
1805 twelve Spanish light-torse, crossed over the line, two miles, 
into the "Mississippi Territory, seized William I'iannagin and 
his wife, and forcibly carried them fifteen miles, into Spanish 
territory. Here, finding that they were not the persons 
whom (lie authorities wanted, he turned thorn loi.se, to make 
their way back on foot, having retained their horse. This 
first open violation of American rights was followed up by one 
more serious. Many citizens of the Union had settled al- 
ready in the Baton Kouge district, while others lived near the 
line, ready to enter it when a suitable opportunity oiiered. 
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Among the most conspicuous of the latter class were Nathan c 
Reuben and Samuel Kemper, sons of a Baptist preacher, who 
;iiiii :L T;:.'.-'-l lYora Loudon. Virginia, fo Ohio. They tame to 
the- Mississippi Territory in 1 S03, ami established themselves 
at and nonv Pinekueyvdie, within a few miles of the Spanish 
line. Men of strong frontier sense, with a pleasing appear- 
ance and fine ad divas, the .Kempers were well suited to the 
times, inul were dreaded by the Spaniards. 'They had ac- 
quired lands in the Raton Rouge district, under Spanish, 
grants, which they knew would enrich, them, eould the coun- 
try once be occupied by Americans, Beginning to exert 
their influence, with an end to the expulsion of the' Spaniard-, 
Governor tlrandpre determined to sei^e and imprison them. 
He despatched a company of kidnappers to the house of 
"Nathan Kemper. They arrived there at V2 o'clock at night. s 
They were Lewis Kilehie, Minor Butler, Abraham Horton, 

Tames Horton, Dr. Bonier, Henry Flowers, Jr., and ■ ■ 

McDerinot, who were in disguise, and were citizens of ihe 
Mississippi Territory, but accomplices in ihe schemes of flrand- 
pre. Seven negroes were also in company with them. The 
party were armed with guns and cluba, and provided with 
ropes. They forced the door, entered the room in which 
Reuben Kemper was sleeping, dragged him from his bed, 
beat him with clubs, and then tied him. Sonic of them, 
at the same time, dragged Nathan Kemper from the bed, 
in which lie was sleeping with Ids wife, who received some 
blows from their clubs, in the scuffle, one of the kidnappers 
crying out, "If she utters another word, I will kill her!" 
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; Nathan was also severely beaten, and well secured with 
cords. The brothers begged to know what they fi.-nl done, 
A voice answered, "Ton have rained the Spanish country !" 
Tin- j.'iivty gagged them, l>y placing large sassafras root's in 
their mouths. Then, lying a line around their necks, they 
ivriv made to run before the horses of the kidnappers and 
were conducted to the Spanish line. At the same time, » 
branch of this partv liad entered the tavern of Samuel Kem- 
per, at Pinckncyville, the proprietor of which they seized, 
heat with dubs, gagged and pinioned. In running along, by 
the side <■>" a horseman, ihis prisoner, unable, to keep up, fell 

3 to the earth, and was cruelly dragged an hundred yards, by 
a rope around his neck. He, too, was conducted to the Span- 
ish line, where all three of the unhappy brothers were deli- 
vered to Captain Solomon Alston, who conveyed them, with 
a guard, to the Tunica Landing, where they were placed in a 
boat, also guarded, which was ordered to transport them to 
Baton liouge. In the meantime, a Dr. Towles, who had 
been visiting a patient, hearing of tho outrage early in the 
morning, galloped his horse to Point Coupee, informed Lieu- 
tenant Wilson, the commandant, at that place, who, with a 
tile of soldiers, rescued the Kcmpers and capiured the Spanish 
guard. They were all sent to the town of Washington, and 
the alliiir was legally investigated by Judge Rodney, and the 
parties were discharged. It, however, created much o.<cite- 
moitt, and Governor Williams formed a strong patrol, com- 
posed of two companies, at the head of which was Colonel 
Join i bills. After some sharp correspondence between the 
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governor and Colonel Grandpn 

and border troubles ceased for a while. However, this shame- 
ful treatment, of American citizens ] iioirlncoci sonis: excitement 
in Wellington city, and John l.iandolpli, of the committee 
of foreign relations, reported a bill, for the raising ;i:i army 
to repel arid punish Spanish aggressors. But the friends of 
Jefferson's administration refused to adopt it* 

Nothing but an Indian trail led from the Oconee to tie 
Alabama river, at LakeT'ensaw. The houses of uoeommoda- 
tion were tew, kept by Indians and half-breeds, and were of 
the most, indifferent kind. Noire of the rivers were provided 
with ferry-boats, nor were the creeks bridged. The Federal 
Government, desiring to open a better avenue to the new 
country, obtained, from a delegation of thirty Creek Chiefs y ovo]n '■„,.,. u 
and warriors, thea at. Washington city, the right of using a 
horse-path through their country, along which the (.'hud's 
agreed !o establish ferries and bridges, and to open good 
houses of accommodation. The Cherokocs, at. Tellico Block- October! 
house, granted tin- right for a mail route, from Knoxviile to 
New-Orleans, by way of the Tombigby. The United States 
also acquired more territory from the Ohioka^aws, who ceded ™y 23 
about, three hundred and fifty thousand acres, lying in the 
bend of the Tennessee, a very small portion of which, in ihe 
shape of a triangle, fell into Alabama, and was afterwards 
formed into the county of Madison. At Mount Dexter, the KmcmW m 

* American State Papers, Boston edition, vol. 3, pp. 103-194. Also 
historical MS. notes, in the possession of Mt. E. T. Wood, of Mobile. 
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■ Choctaws ceded io the government five millions of acres, 
commencing at tlie Cut-Off, at a point half way hetwoen 
the Alabama and Tomhigby, running north to the Choc- 
taw corner, w*t to V ulluetnbnua Old l''ie!ds, thence across 
the Tombigby to the Mississippi settlements, thence south 
lo ElbeoU'sline, and east, along thai line, bael< toth.c Cut-Off'* 
Thus the whole southern portion of the present State of 
.Mississippi was thrown open to the Americans. The new 
purchase was soon formed into three counties — "Marion, 
"Wayne and Greene. A population from Georgia and Ten- 
nessee, poured into the ninguiiieout forest, north of the Ten- 
nessee, about " Hunt's Spring,"' which had been obtained from 
the Chicka-aws, as just mentioned, 'flic population of the Mis- 
sissippi Tom torv had much increased, Xatchei. had become 
a large town, where boats going down and up the great 
river landed and traded, while the crews engaged in lights, 
drunkenness, gambling, and all kinds of debaucheries. It 
was the greatest tlioro ugh fare in the whole forest world, 
a,nd was decidedly a most abandoned place. 

The subject of education was not neglected, and Jefferson 
College had been established at HIieott's Spring, in the vi- 
cinity of tlie town of Washington. Many improvements, 
in the way of houses, farms and new towns, gave the terri- 
tory an air of civilization. 

* Indian Affairs and Land Laws. 
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CHAPTER XXTX. 

THE ARREST OF AARON BURR, IN ALABAMA. 

A Aiiov liunn — a descendant of a learned ancestry, a native ( 
of New-Jersey, a graduate of Princeton, a whig colonel of 
tlio Revolution, ;i lawyer of ability, a leading member of the 
New-York Legislature, a States' Attorney-General a Senator 
of the United States, a, Vice-President of the Union— at 
length found himself nominated, by the republican party of 
New-Y'ork.'ai a candidate for the office of Governor of that 
State. Among his most formidable enemies was Alexander 
Hamilton, whom lie, not long ai'ior, killed in a duel. The 
tide of public opinion set strongly against him, in conse- 
quence of tlii-i mfortunnte affair, and he was vwept into exile 
upon Liu; sea-eoasi of Carolina, lie, however, returned to 
Wellington, and presided over the Senate, until the <'X].ii ra- 
tion of his term of office, as Vice-President. 

A warrant, for the killing of Hamilton, in the hands of the of- 
ficers of justice, prevented Burr from returning to New- York. 
He had,likewise, become unpopular with the friends of Jefferson, 
with whom lie had been a close competitor for the Presidency. 
Of course, he had no friends- among the prominent federalists, 
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chatter against whom he had always acted. These tilings combined 
to make him long for brighter prospects, in (.lie South-West. 
Tn 1805, he travelled through Kentucky avid Tennessee, en- 
joying the society of Clay and .laekson, besides that of 
m;iuv other distinguished persons. From January until 
August of ill'- follov.higyear, his hours were passed in Wash- 
ington and i'hii-.idelpbia, consumed in revolving schemes, the 
consummation of which, he believed, would elevate him above 
his fallen condition. 

Burr had purchased a portion of the hinds granted by the 
King of Spain to Baron Bastrop, which lay between the 
Sabine and Natchitoches. IJis designs appear to have been 
the colonisation of these Sands, the expulsion of the Span- 
iards, the eoni.|Ui-st of Texas, and, altimately, of Mexico, To 
effect these things, it was necessary to raise a large aimed 
force, in the West, lie believed, also, that a war would soon 
ensue between the United States and Spain, and he expected, 
in that event, to co-operate with General Wilkinson, who had 
charge of the Western andSouthem army. Upon his death- 
bed, Burr denied that, lie had any intention of dismembering 
the Union, and, as he had then arrived at the age of eighty, 
and outlived both his descendants and Lis reputation, it would 
seem that there was no inducement to eoaceal any act of his 
life. 
1816 Burr again made hi- appearance in the Western country, 

where his plausibility oaptivaicd the people, who made active 
pe.'paraliors to carry out Li; designs. Boats were constructed 
and stored with provisions and concealed arms. General 
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"Wilkinson was suspected of having- countenanced his enter- C 
prise. Humors had reached .President Jcft'ci'son, that iSurr 
was raising troops for the purpose of dismembering the 
Union. lie caused him io be arrested at Lexington, where 
Clay appeared in his defence. Bun- was discharged, for the 
want of sufficient evidence to convict him. Then, descend- v 
ing- ih,- : Cumberland river, and the .Mississippi, with thirteen 
boats and sixty men, lie was met, some miles above Natchez, by 
Colonel F. L. Claiborne, whom the Governor of the Mississippi 
Territory, influenced 'uv the proclamations of Jefferson, had des- 
palelnM. at the bead of a detachment of two 1 mud red and sev- 
enty-five men, for the purpose of wresting him. .Burr surren- 
dered bis boat- and men, and proceeded, with Claiborne, to the 
town of Washington, once more a prisoner of (.ho United 
States. The people, generally, sympathized with him, and 
thought 1 iiiii much wronged. ETe was honored with balls 
and parties in Adams county. He found no difficulty in 
giving bonds, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, for his ap- 
pearance at eourl. When it convened, be appeared, with his 
counsel, and demanded a release from bis bonds, as the Attor- 
ney -General, stilted that be was satisfied bis offences did not. 
tome within the jurisdiction of Mississippi, and insisted on bis 
being sen!, to a eompetent tribunal. The motion of the At- 
torney-General was sustained, and Burr's application for a 
discharge was overruled by the Judges. The next morning 
the prisoner did not make his appearance in the court room, 
and it. was soon ascertained that he had fled. A troop of 
cavalry was despatched in pursuit of him. while the governor 
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chapter distributed proclamations over the country, which promised 
a reward of two thou:-and dollars for his apprehension. His 
destination was unknown. 

During a cold night in February, two young men — -Nicho- 
la~ Firkins, a lawyer, and Thomas Ma'.onc, clerk of the 
court wit;: sitting in tlteir cabin, in 1. 1 1 ■-"■ i illage of Wakelidd, 
Wasl ii ngton county, Alabama. Before thorn was a back- 
gammon board, and they were absorbed in the playing of 
that game. The hour was ten o'clock. The distant tramp 
of horses arrested theif attention. Two travellers presently 
rode u] i to the door, one of whom impured for the tiivoni. 
It was pointed out to him, and then he-asked the. road to Colo- 
nel Ilinson's. Perkins informed him that the route lay over 
diijionii, ]!al.bs. llio plaee w ; as seven miles distant, and a danger- 
ous creek intervened. The fire, being replenished wilh pine, 
now threw a light in the face of the traveller who propounded 

'80' these questions. .His eounrenanee appeared to Perkins ox- 
Fobriwrrtt- * . . 

eeedinglv iuteresling, ITis eyes sparkled like diamonds, 

while he sat upon his splendid horse, caparisoned with a fine 

saddle and new holsters, ITis dress was that of a plain 

farmer, but beneath his coarse pantaloons protruded a pair 

of exquisitely shaped boots. His striking features, with the 

strange mixture of his apparel, aroused the suspicions of 

Perkins, and, no sooner had the two travellers ridden from 

the door, than he said to "MV.lone, with the most earn-. ■•< liy»- 

ticuhiiion, "That is Aaron Burr. I have read a description 

of Jiira in the proclamation. I cannot be mistaken. Let us 
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follow him to Unison's, and take measures for his arrest." ohapt 
Malone declined to accompany him, remonstrating, at the XXIX 

same time, upon the lolly of pursuing a traveller, at such a 
late hour of the night, and upon the basis of the merest 
conjecture. Perkins now rushed to the cabin of Theodore 
J->;-k;-lih'.vll, the sheriff, find awoke him. .1'ivseriily llie-e ] i j f ■ 1 1 
were seen riding oif with a rapid pace. The night, was bitter ,m 
cold, and the pine trees of iho forest sadly moaned. 

The travellers strangely made their way lo the residence of 
Hi nson, where they arrived about half past eleven o'clock. The 
moon had just risen, and enabled the lady of the house, 
whose husband was absent, to see that they were travellers, 
by their saddle-bags and tin cups, as she timidly peeped 
through a small window. She made no answer to their 
"halloo," hut quietly closed the window. The strangers 
alighted and went, into the kitchen, where a cheerful fire was 
yet, burning. Perkins and the sheriff soon came in sight of 
the house. The former, recollecting (ha', lie had already been 
seen at Wakefield, thought it politic to remain in the n oods, 
until l'muhtwell could go in the house, make the necessary 
discoveries, and return to him. Mrs. Hinson was a relative 
of the sheriff, and, recognizing his voice, felt relieved, by his 
appearance, from the fear; she had felt, in consequence of the 
strangers having come at such, a late hour of the night, 
lhigluv.ell repaired to the- kitchen, and discovered one of 
these men sitting by the fire, with his head down, while a 
handkerchief partially concealed his face. His companion 
had gone to the stable, to assist a negro in taking care of the 
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chapter horses. It was not long before they went into the main 
building, where the hostess had hastily prepared supper, 
Wbili- the elder traveller was eating, he engaged her in a 
sprightly conver^a'doa, in waieh lie oftea (hanked aer for her 
kindness. At the same time, he cast the keenest ghmces at 
1807 the sheriff, who stood before the fire, evidently with the en- 
deavor to read his thoughts and intentions. After he had 
finished his supper, he arose from the table, bowed to the 
lady, "walked back to the kitchen and took his seat by the 
lire. Mrs. Hinson then turned to his companion, and said, 
"Have I not, sir, the honor of entertaining Colonel Bart, the 
L'-i.'l vii.o has. just walked out;" lie gave her no an- 
swer, but rose from the table, much embarrassed, and also 
repaired to the kitchen. Her question had been prompted 
by Bright well. In the morning, after breakfast, the elder 
traveller sought an interview with the lady, took occasion 

February again to thank her for her hospitable attentions, regretted the 
absence of her husband, inquired the route to J:\a_SiLeola, and 
rode off with his companion, 

Perkins remained at his post in the woods, shivering with 
cold, and wondering win B.rightwed did not return to him. 
His patience at length became exhausted, and, belicing the 
person he was pursuing to he- really Burr, he mounted his 
horse, and rode rapidly to fhe bouse of Jo-a-ph Bate:-, Sr„ at 
Nnnnahribba Bind', Procuring from 'hid. geutloiurin a negro 
and a eanoe, lie paddled down the river, and arrived at. Fort 
St: id d art at the breaking of day. Hushing into the fort, and 
acquainting Captain Bduuiud V. (iair.es with ids siisp:,-'. ia<. 
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the latter made instant preparations to take the road. After 

a hasty breakfast, about li:c rising of (lie sr.n, Gainvi-. ■■!.-: ■m^ 
Ir.mse'f at. the head o!' a file of mounted soldiers, rode oft' 
ivit.!i Perkins. Ahou; nine o'clock that, iiini'iiiiig r.liev met the 
two mysterious travellers, on the accent of a hill, neat a wolf- 
pen, at the distance of two miles fj'om Hie residence of Ilin- 
son. The following conversation immediately ensued: 

Gaines.— I presume, sir, I have the honor of addressing 
Colonel Burr. 

Stranger. — I am a traveller in the country, and do not 
I'CC'j/inixe your right ro a-4 such a question. 

Gaines. — I arrest you, at the instance of the Federal Go- 
vernment. 

Stranger.-— By what authority do you arrest a traveller 
upon the highway, on his own private business? 

Gaines. — I am an officer of the army. I hold in my 
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■ assume. But G nines sternly replied, "My mind is made up. 
You must accompany me to Fort Stoddart, where you shall 

i Ik: treated with all the respect due the cx-Viee-l'roskleiit of 
the United States, so long as you make no attempt to escape 
fVi.ii is mi.'." The stranger, lor a moment, ga^od at him with 
(-.lit... -■:. :i-~. apparently surprised at the uu usual firmness which 
the young officer exhibited. He then assented, by a gentle 
motion of his head, whocied hi;' horse around, and look the 
road to the fort, riding by the side of the captain. His tra- 
velling eomnatiioi! rode back towards Wakefield, with Krighl- 
well, the sheriff', who was in company with the two iraAoJIors 
w tie n they were met by Gaines.'' 1 

The party readied tie fort in the evening, and Colonel 
Burr, being conducted to his room, tools his dinner alone. 

s It. "oraaim; ii mystery, l'i this i.lii; , why H iv irl i ' ■.■. i ■ 1 .' (iij mil keep his 
promise, with Perkins, ami I can only aecDiitil for it by supposing thai 
he oceanic fi^clt-atcu lvitii C<.!oae] J>u:t, was suitv ;i;;il he. lied suiiyiil 
icp arrest him, and was now conducting liiin to Mrs. Carson's ferry, 
upon the Tombigby, on the route to Pensacola. Burr had seen Colo- 
nel Hinaon at Natchez, who had invited him to his house, should he 
ever pass that way. When lie ct-cupcii I'mm Natahcz, he was secreted, 
Irora time to time., a l the bonnes oT h;» hitiids, ami he was hastening to 
Hinson'e, with whom he bad intended to pass a week. But when he 
found him absent, and himself discovered by Jirirliiwci], who probably 
informed him of the intentions of Perkins, he determined to fly to 
Pensacola, and there take a ship for Europe. He intended to enlist 
wealthy and influential persons, both in England and France, in the 
scheme of making the cunqne/t of the North American Spanish posses- 
sions, now that he had so slgua.ly t'aikal to accomnhih it in the United 
States. 
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Late in the night, lie heard a groan in an adjoining room, 
He arose from a tabic, at which lie was. reading, opened the 
door, entered the room, and approached the bedside of Geo. 
S. Gaines, the brother of the commandant, who was sick. 

He was kind to the sufferer, ielt of Ills pulse, said lie had (ra- 
velled much and knew something of medicine, and offered his 
services; The 7 now entered into an agreeable conversation. 
Burr asked the Choctaw factor many questions about the 
Indians, and (heir commerce. The next day he appeared at 
the dinner table, and was introduced to the wife of the com- 
mandant, who was the daughter of Judge Harry Toulmin. 
In the evening, lie played chess with tin; l accomplished lady, 
and, dining his eoinhiemeut at the fort was often her com- 
petitor in that intricate game. Every night he sought 
the company of the invalid, who became exceedingly attached 
to him, and who felt deep regret on account of the downfall 
of so interesting and so distinguished a character. Often and 
often did the good heart of George S. Gaines grieve over the 
adversities and trials of this remarkable man, as they dis- 
coursed together. In ail their conversations, maintained every 
night, the impenetrable Burr never once alluded to the de- 
signs which he had failed to carry out, to his present arrest, 
or to his future plans. 

In the meantime, Captain Gaines bad been untiring in his 
exertions to tit out an expedition, for the conveyance of his 
distinguished prisoner to ihe federal city. At length he 
placed Burr in a boat, along with a file of soldiers, and he ■ 
was rowed up the Alabama in er, and then into Lake Tensaw. 
vol. it. 12 
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■. Passing some houses mi tin; banks, several ladies wept, upon 
seeing the ex-Viee-President a prisoner, and one of them 
named a son for him. Everywhere, in the SouHi-West, the 
ladies were attached to the man, and suffered their feelings to 
become enlisted in behalf of Lis unfortunate enterprises. Tt. 
if a prominent tind noble trail in lite female character, to fid- 
mii'e a man of daring and generous impulses, find to pity 
and defend him in his adversities!"* 

Arriving at the Boat Yard, Burr disembarked, and was 
delivered to the guard which was so long to be with him, in 
dangers ami fatigues. It consisted of Colonel Nicholas Per- 
kins, of Tennessee, who had, as we have seen, been the cause 
of his arrest, Thomas >hiloiie, formerly a clerk in the land 

s . office, at Raleigh, !S"ort.h-Caroliua, but who, at this period, 
was a clerk of the court of Washington county, Alabama, 
Henry B. Slade, of North -Carol ma, John Mills, a native of 
Alabama, John Henry, of Tennessee, two brothers, named 
McOormack, of Kentucky, and two federal soldiers. With 
the exception of the two soldiers, .Perkins had clioa en these 
men, on account of the confidence which he reposed in their 
honor, energy .and fidelity. He had been placed over them 
by Captain Gaines, who entertained a high opinion of his 
bvavery and capacity. Perkins took his men aside, and 
obtained from them the most solemn pWlge that they would 

* Burr was not only popular witti tha ladies, but the most prominent 

men in the South- West iiivoreti his mitci-prise, :ih ibey had long been 
anxious for the expulsion of llic Spaniards. 
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not suffer the prisoner u> influence- tliem, in any manner, 
his behalf; to avoid wliuib, Uiey promised to conver.se as little 

I,- l::-.--',l:l.: V.'it.!) Iliill, 111 IO]l \\\P. wlioli! TOlltii L> WaslmW'toU. Allan! U.H [1,:. 

liOLl f 

The character of Burr, fur iu:i-ki:i_; s;i ■<:>!,;;' impressions in his Itf»rdi6 
favor, upon the buman mind, usis well known to Perkins. 

When the prisoner fled from the .S liIc-Ium settlements, be 
rammed . di.gni.e-d™,. H« wa. .till attired in it. It eon- 



rode when arrested, lie bestrode 



md, pursuing the Indian path, encau 
ent taken along was pitched for Bur 
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chapter fierce and disagreeable fowling of wolves. In the wilds of 
Alabama, in a small tout, repose J this remarkable man, sur- 
rounded bv a guard, and without a solitary friend or conge- 
nial spirit. He was a prisoner of the United States, for 
whose liberties lit: had fought, and an exile from New-") ork, 
whose snitutes and institutions hore the impress of Ids mind. 
Death had deprived him of liis accomplished wife, his only 
child was on the distant coast of Carolina, his professional 
pursuits were ahandoued, his fortune swept from him, tho 
uiT.Li: : .:'i>-.'Mi scheme of ihe conquest -of Mexico defeated, and lie 
was harassed from one end of the Union to the other. Alt 
these things were sufficient to weigh down an ordinary being, 
and hurry him to the grave. .Burr, however, was no common 
man. In the morning he rose, with a cheerful face, and fell 
into travelling order, along with the taciturn and watchful 
persons wdio had charge of him. 

Although guarded with vigilance, he was treated with 
respect and kindness, and his few wants were gratified. The 
!8W trail, like all Indian highways, was narrow, which required 
the guard to march in single file, with Burr in the middle 
of the line. The route lay about eight, miles snuih of the 
present citv of Montgomery, then an Indian town, called 
Econ chute."* Passing by the residence of '■ Old Milly," who, 
as we have seen, lived upon the creek in Montgomery county, 
which still hears her name, .Perkins employed her husband, a 
mulatto, named Pvans, to conduct the guard across bine 
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Creek, Cubaliatcheo and Calabee, all of which they were 
forced v.j swim, (t was a perilous and fatiguing march, and, 
for dap, the rain descended, in drilling torrents,, uj.on these, 
ti'i-li'll'-n-,; horsemen, collecting '" deep and rapid rivulets 
at every point. Hundreds of Indians, too, tiironged tbe 
trail, and tin... j'iav;\ rnigbt. have been killed in one moment. 
But the fearless Perfdna bore on his distinguished prisoner, 
;i ::.-'.:! ;iiii; , !v ...lenicnts and liLiinaii foes, hi the journey fbteugb 
Alabama, tin: guard always slept in the woods, near swamps 
of reed, upon which the belled and hobbled horses led during 
the night. After breakfast, it was their custom again to 
mount, their horses -and march on, with a silence which was 
•ijiinLii.i.;^ broken by a remark about, the weather, the creeks 
of tin: Indians. Burr sill firmly in the saddle, was always on 
the alert, and was ji must excellent rider. Although drenched 
for horn's with cold, and clammy rain, and at night extended 
upon a thin pallet, on the bare ground, after liming accom- 
plished a rich; of forty miles each day, yet, in the whole dis- 
tance to Kieinneud. ibis remarkable man was. never heard 
to complain that he was sick, or even fatigued. At the Chat- 
tahooehie was a crossing -place, owned by an. Indian named. 
Marshall, where the effects of the expedition were carried 
over the river in canoes, by the sides of which the horses 
.swam. In this manner f.bey passed the Flint and Ockmulgoe. 
Arriving at Fort Wilkinson, on the Oconee, Perkins entered 
the first ferry boat, which be bad seen upon the whole route, 
and, a few miles beyond the river, was sheltered by the 
first roof — a house of entertainment, kept by one Bevin. 
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While breakfast was in a state of preparation, and the 

guard v.c-.vc quietly sitting bo fore a large fire, the publican 
began a series of questions ; and learning that the party were 
from the "Bigby settlement," ho immediately fell upon the 
fruitful theme of " Aaron Burr, the traitor." ITe asked if he 
had not been arrested — if he was not a very bad man' — -and 
if every one was not afraid of him. Perkins and the rest of 
the guard, much annoyed and embarrassed, hung down their 
heads, and made no reply. Burr, who was sitting in a corner 
near the lire, iNjijosiie/illy raided his head, and flashi'ny his 
fiery eye upon Bevin, said, 

: ' T am Aaron Burr 1 - -what is it you want with me ?' 
Struck with the keenness of his look, the solemnity of his 
voice and tie dignity of his manner, Bene stood aghast, and 
trembled like a leaf. He asked not another question of the 
guard, but quietly moved about the house, offering the most 
obsoeiiHnis ;i Mentions. 

When Perkins reached the confines of South-Carolina, he 
watched the prisoner more closely than ever; for, in this 
State lived Colonel Joseph Alston— a man of talents and 
influence, afterwards governor— who had married the only 
daughter, and, indeed, the only child of Burr. Afraid that 
the prisoner would be rescued at some point in this State, he 
exhorted his men to renewed vigilance. Before entering the 
town, in which is si United the Court House of Chester Dis- 
trict, South -Carolina, ho made a halt, aud placed two men 
in front of Burr, two behind, and two on either side of him. 
In this manner they passed near a tavern, at the Court House, 
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where many persons wore standing m front of the portico, 
while music and dancing were beard in the house. Seeing 
the collection of men so near hi in. Burr threw himself from 
his horse, and exclaimed, in a loud voice, "I am Aaron 
Burr, under military arrest, and claim the protection 
of the civil authorities!" Perkins, with several of the 
guard, immediately dismounted, and the former ordered the 
prisoner to re-mount. Burr, in a most defiant manner, said, 
"I will not!" Being unwilling to shoot Mm, Perkins 
threw down his pistols— -both of which he, held in his hands — 
and seizing Burr around the waist, with the grasp of a tiger, 
threw him into his saddle, Thomas Malmio caught tin- reins 
of the prisoner's horse, slipped them over his head, and led the 
auiuii.il rapidly on, while other,- whipped him up from behind. 
The astonished citizens saw a party enter their village with a 
prisoner, heard him appeal to them for protection in the moat 
audible and imploring manner, saw armed men immediately 
surround him and thrusi. hire again into his saddle, and then 
the whole party vanish from their presence, before they could 
recover from their confusion. The least timidity or hesitation 
on the part of Perkins, would have lost him his prisoner, for 
the- latter was still popular in South-Carolina. 

Far in the outskirts of the town the party halted. Bun 
was in a high state of excitement, and burst, into a flood of 
tears. The kind -hear ted Mal.one also wept, at seeing the low 
condition to which this conspicuous man was now reduced. 
The bold attempt to escape, and the irresolution of the people 
to whomheappealed, suddenly unmanned him. Perkins held 
12* 
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chapter a short consultation with some of" Iiis men, and sending Burr 
on tins route in charge of the guard, with Maloite in command, 
he wont back to the village, and purchasing a gig, overtook 
the party before night, Burr was placed in this vehicle, and 
driven by Malonc, escorted by the guard. Without further 
iianAM i^o'dent, they arrived at Fredericksburg, where despatches 
from Jefferson caused them to take Burr to Richmond. The 
ladies of the latter place vied with each other hi comr'aiiii:;.; 
to the comforts of (he distinguished on- Vice -President, sending 
liim fruits, wine, and a variety of tine apparel. I'erkius and 
his men repaired to Washington, reported to the i'resideut, 
and returned to Alabama by the distant: route of Tennessee. 

Aaron Burr was arraigned for treason, and was tried and 
acquitted. Ho was then arraigned for misdemeanor, and was 
tried and acquitted. Thus ended the most expensive and 
extraordinary trial known to the country. A. part of the time 
that he was in Richmond, the Federal Government caused 
him to be confined in the upper story of the penitentiary, 
where he was permitted to enjoy the company of his daughter. 
Sailing to Europe, Burr was, at first, treated with great dis- 
tinction in l-inghuid. The wurter of J BOO found him ia Kdin- 
burg. Residing some time in Sweden and Germany, he, at 
length, arrived in >' ranee, where Bonaparte, influenced by let- 
lers from America, conceited a prejudice again him so im- 
movable, that he refused him passports to leave the country. 
At length, the Duke de liassano procured him the necessary 
documents, when he sailed for America, and arrived at New- 
York on the 8th of June, 1812. Here he engaged again in the 
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lucrative practice of the law, living in dignified obscurity, if CIIAPTEK 
such a position could be assigned to a man of his notoriety. 
He died, at Staten Island, on the 11th of September, 1836, at 
the advanced age of eighty. His body, attended by bis rela- 
tions and friends, was Liken to Princeton, New-Jersey, and inter- 
red among the graves of bis ancestors. 

With the private elm meter of Ihirr, wo conceive we have 
nothing to do, except to add that we believe him to have been 
a most profligate and licentious man. When the world put 
him down — when he received nothhuf bni abuse and ingrati- 
tude from those who once sycophaiiticaily surrounded him, and 
whom he had helped to olliees of honor and profit — when ho 
was shunned by bis old companions in arms, not invited into 
the society of the refined, but was pointed at, in walking 
Brotvlv-r-iy. m the murderer and the traitor — lie became dis- 
heartened and soured; and, being without those religious 
feelings which bus tain the most unfortunate, lie threw off every 
restrain'., aiid gave a loose rein to sen tinier, ts always vuipvin- 
cipled, and to passions always strong.* 

* In relation to linn's sirrcfl ir: Ambnmii, arid his journey through 
the wilderness, I conversed weh ~Slr. Tlioinn* Malone, one of his guard _ 
with Mrs. Hinson, now Mrs. StniiLvanl, ;it wluisj iiouae Burr passed the 
night when he was discovered ; with Mr, George B. Gaines, who was 
at Fori Stoddart when he was brought, there j and with Mrs. Howse, 
who saw him when they were conducting him up Lake Tenaaw. I 
also corresponded with M/ijor-Ceni'iii.! Urines, Jin J have his testimony. 

in Alabama. 

On iha subject of Burr'a early life, and of his operations in the 
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One of thy gravest facts proved against Burr, at his trial, at 
Richmond, upon, the evidence of General Wilkinson, was that 
the prisoner, in a letter written to him in cypher, "avowed his 
design of seizing upon Baton liouge, its ;i preliminary measure, 
and, afterwards, extending his conquests into the Spanish prov- 
inces." Admitting this to be true, it did not prove that he 
intended to dismember the Union. Our readers have already 
seen that the l-'edernl l.'owniiiictrt, and the people of the 
South -West, desired the expulsion of the Spaniards from the 
Baton Rouge district, which was a part of the purchase from 
JS'apoleoi), when he sold lis Louisiana; and hereafter, it will 
be seen, that lhe.se Spaniards were driven from the Baton 
Rouge district only three years after Burr's trial, when the 
governor of it. Colonel Gramlpre, was killed. In the citizens 
of the South-West, who accomplished this end, it was not 
held to be treason — but Burr, for merely contemplating it, 
was tried for that crime. It was not. considered treason^ when 
President Jackson allowed hundreds, of people of the South- 
West to be shipped from Mobile a.nd New-Orleans, with arms 
in their bands, who presently landed upou the coast of Texas, 
and took that country from the Spaniards — but, for similar 
designs, Aaron Burr was hunted down, thrown into prison, 
and tried for treason. The impartial reader must arrive at 

Western country, I. cmrsulu'u iVlomn!^ of .Aaron liner, by M. L. Davis ; 
the various American 6ini' I'linni's ; Cl.is-k ■.'.'= Proofs of the Corruption 
of Wilkinson ; Memoirs of Wilkinson, by himself; Familiar Letters 
upon Public GnaraotiT.-, arid nir.n.'. oilier works. 
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the conclusion, that the faults of Bun:, in a political am! public ■ 
capacity, were not such as ought really to have placed that 
odium upon 1 "i i 1 1 1 w1ih-.Il still aftae-hes to hi- name. One of the 
great secrets of Lis political, misfortunes, lay in the prejudices 
and malevolence of politicians and fanatics. Homebody heard 
General "Washington say, that " Burr was a dangerous man ;" 
thereupon, the world set him down as a " dangerous man." 
He killed Hamilton in a. duel, because liam:lton abused Mm; 
thereupon the world said lie yvjuj a " murderer." He was a 
formidable rival of Jefferson, in the contest for the Presidency; 
thereupon, a majority of the republican party said he "was a 
political scoundrel. He had always opposed the federal 
party ; for that reason, (he federal party hated him with ex- 
ceeding bitterness. A blundering, extravagant man, named 
Herman Blannerh asset!, sought Burr, while he was in the 
West, eagerly enlisted in his schemes, and invited him to his 
house; thereupon, William Wirt said, in his prosecuting 
speech, that Burr " was the serpent who entered the garden 
of Eden." 

We do not wish to he. considered as the defender of Aaron 
Burr. We do not admire his character, or that of many of 
his distinguished contemporaries, who assailed him. But, as 
a historian, we are expected to write the truth, even if that 
truth is unpalatable to the prejudices of the age. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

ST. STEPHENS— HUNTSVILLE— INDIAN COM- 
MERCE— KEMPER EXPEDITIONS. 

chapter The military movements of Burr increased the population 
xsx - ■ and wealth of the Mississippi Territory, for hundreds of his 
followers became permanent citizens. About this time the 
cultivation of indigo was nmdi abandoned for that of cotton, 
and some salutary laws were enacted in rotation to the toll for 
ginning the latter staple. The cotton receipts obtained from the 
owner of a gin wore also made a legal tender, and passed as 
Dffl ^ erJ domestic bills of exchange. St. Stephens was laid off into 
town lots. A road was cut out from thence to the city of 
Natchez. Notwithstanding the revenue exactions upon the 
settlers, which now subjected them, by* means of the Span- 
ish custom -house at Mobile, and the American at Fort 
Stoddart, to a duty of from forty-two to forty-seven per 
cent. i.id valorem, tor articles essential to lamily comfort, ivliiic, 
at the same time, tlieir i'd'ow-citizens about Natchez were 
entirely free from such exactions, paying only four dollars per 
barrel for Kentucky flour, when the Tombigby planter paid 
sixteen— yet they remained loyal to the federal Government; 
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and both whigs and lories participated in an animated pub- 
lic meeting at Wakefidd. ]j! ;:d ging their support to the United 
States, to avenge ',lie wanton attack of tin: British upon the 
American ship Chesapeake, in a string of eloquent and patri- 
otic resolutions, drafted by James MeGomn. 

The little town of Huntsville, north of the Tennessee, con- 
tinuedto receive around it many wealthy emigrants from seve- 
ral of the Atlantic and Wfeiern States.' Governor Williams 
issued a proclamation, forming a county, of which this became 
the court house. The new county of Madison, where it 
joined the Tennessee line, was about twenty five miles wide, 
and approached the Tennessee river in the shape of a triangle, 
not exceeding three miles wide at Ditto's Landing. It em- 
braced all ihe territory (hat foil within .Alabama, to which the 
Indian title was extinguished by the treaty with the Chicka- 
saws, in 1805. 

The Mississippi Territory continued to improve. The forests 
began to be extensively felled ; houses were reared as if by 
magic ; the preacher was zealous in the discharge of his di- 
vine mission ; the " school master was abroad;" the medical 
and legal profession-, floury -od ; I he merchants drove a good 
business; the mechanics received constant employment and 
high wag'.-s — while tile farmer worked for them all, and re- 
ceived his due reward. These remarks apply more particu- 
larly to the section upon the Mississippi. A stock bank, with 
n capital of live .bundled, thousand dollars, was established at 
Mab-lie^ 

The factory of the United States, located at St. Stephens, 
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chapter continued to be manrtiXed with ndvanlags;, so far as the friend- 
ship of tlic; Ohoc-taws depended, whicli was the chief aim of 
the government. When sprite a young man, Mr. George S. 
Gaines, a native of Virginia, and then a resident of Gallatin, 
Tennessee, received the appointment of assistant factor, and 
arrived at St. Stephens in the spring of 1805. The parson- 
age of the old Spanish church was used a.s a skin-house, and 
the old block-house served' the purpose of the government 
store. In 1807, Gaines was made principal factor. He re- 
ceived a good salary, as also did the assistant clerk, the skins- 
man, and the interpreter. To this establishment the Indians — 
principally Ohoetaws — and sometime* the American settlers, 
brought bear's oil, honey in kegs, beeswax, bacon, groundnuts, 
tobacco in kegs, and all kinds of skins and peltries. To pay 
for which, the .Federal Government usually kept a stock of 
coarse Indian merchandize, besides all kinds of iron tools, 
ploughs, arms and ammunition. In the summer the furs and 
hides, often overhauled by the skins-man for the purpose of 
keeping out the worms, were assorted. In the fall they were 
packed up inhales, and shipped to the Indian Agent at Phila- 
delphia. Mr. Gaines, at lirst, came often in collision with the 
revenue authorities of Mobile, who exacted duties — delayed 
Ms vessels — and, upon one occasion, came near putting him 
in the calaboose of that place, for venturing to remonstrate. 
The Federal Government, to avoid the payment of these 
duties, and to prevent sleaiys. instiTu-ted the factor to obtain 
the consent of the Chickasaw, for a road from Colbert's Ferry 
to St. Stephens. The government resolved to send supplies 



to^dbvGoogle 



THE AMERICANS IN ALABAMA A.VD MIS*].^[1TI. 

down the Ohio and up the Tennessee, to the former point ' 
The faithful and enterprising Gaines was unable to procure 
the privilege of a road, but. was allowed the use of a horse 

path. "Upon the backs of horses lie was accustomed to trans- 
port goods, hardware, ami even lend, from Colbert's Ferry to 
Peachland's, upon the Tombigby. There, boats being con- 
structed, the merchandize was Boated down, to St. Stephens. 
It is singular that our Ministers, in forming the treaty with 
Spain in 1796, by which we acquired all of West Florida 
above the line of 31°, and the right of free navigation of the 
Mississippi, neglected to insert an article for the free naviga- 
tion of the bays and livers of Mobile and Pearl.* 

The Spaniards continued to occupy the .Baton 'Rouge dis- 
trict and that of Mobile, and the daring Kempers, who had 
received such cruel treatment at their hands, together with 
man;' other persons, impatient, at. the irresolution of the Fede- 
ral (■ovcriuneiil, revolver! to expel them. They were a-.si-ied 
by the people of Bayou Sara, and others below Ellicott's line. 
Organizing at St. Fran oisvi lie, the patriots, as they styled 
themselves, marched upon 'Baton liougc — took it by surprise, 
after a small skirmish, in which tlovemor tirandpre was killed, 
The town and other posts fell into tli.eir Jiands, and the Span- 
iards retired to Pcnsacola. As the Americans at this period, 
and for a long time previous, were fruitful in plans to form 
governments independent of the Union, so the patriots, many 
of whom were old Spanish subjects, now resolved Lo have one 

* Conversations will] Mr. George S. Gninea, 
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chapter of their own. A convention assembled, which adopted a decla- 
ration of independence, vcvy shmtar in tone and sentiment to 
September 28 that drawn up by Jefferson. They declared their nghi and 
intention to form treaties, and to establish commerce with 
foreign nations. Afterwards, however, this new republic was 
October £7 annexed Id Louisiana, with ibe approbation of the inhabitants. 
The Kempers, apart from mercenary motives for engaging 
in this rebellion, de-sired to gr;itil"y a I'celini; of revenge. Reu- 
ben and Samuel captured Kneeknd, one of the kidnappers, 
and inflicted upon his naked back one hundred lashes, then 
one hundred more for their brother Kiitlian, who was absent, 
cut off bis ears with a dull knife, aad permitted bim to retire. 
These trophies of resentment were long preserved in spirits of 
wine, and hung up in one of the Kemper's parlor. Reuben 
caught another of these wretches' named ITorton, and chas- 
tised him as long as the latter could receive it, and live, 
"Barker, seized by the Kempers ai the court house at. Fori, 
Adams, under the nose of the Judge, was dragged forth, and 
flayed till they wore content. Captain Alston, who received 
the Kempers at (he line, with a Spanish guard, and conducted 
them ro Bayou Tunica, died of the dropsy, contrartcd in lying 
in an open boat, at anchor, every night, to avoid the attacks 
of the injured brothers.* 

However, before the new republic was annexed to Louisi- 

* MS. notes in the possession of Mr. E. T. Wood, of Mobile, Mo- 
notte, vol. 2, pp. 48G-49U. Aleukia iSUiie I'l'.pei-s, Boston edition, 
vol. 7, pp. 482-484^73. 
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ana, the corn ention dispatched its colonel, Keuben Kemper, 
to theTombigby river, to enlist an .army f'ov tlic purpose, of 
expelling the Spani/irds from i tic Mobile district. Tiie hatred 
of all these people for the Spaniards, facilitated the move- 
ments of Kemper, who operated in conjunction with Colonel 
James Caller, a- man of wealth and considerable frontier in- 
fluence, at whose house he lodged. Troops were secretly 
raised. Flat-boats, with provisions, wore despatched down 
the Tensaw river, 10 Smith's plantation. Major Kenned)' and 
Colonel Kemper crossed over (o the Boat Yard, where they 
wen- joined by 1 >r. Thomas (:!-. Holmes and other tearless and 
ardent spirits, together with a company of horse under Cap- 
tain Bernard. Arriving at the White House, one mile above 
the present lilakeley, Kemper despatched young Cyrus Sibley 
with a letter to Governor Foleh — who had just taken com- 
mand of Mobile — demanding the surrender of that place. 
A parte, under Dr. Holmes, was also despatched to scour the 
surrounding country for arms, ammunition and provisions, 
which the inliahilaii is generally secreted and withheld, be- 
cause, heing Spanish subjects, they were not dissatisfied with 
that government, which exacted no onerous duties of them. 
The command dropped down to the old Holds of Minette Bay, 
opposite Mobile, where they appropriated to themselves, with- 
out scruple, forage and provisions, the property of Charles 
Conway, Sr. Captain Goss arrived with a keel -bo at, laden 
with whiskey, corn, flour and bacon, which had been sent by 
the Hilton Jlouge Convention down the Mississippi, through 
the lakes. The whiskey put the whole expedition in good 
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■ spirits. Clowiai?; speeches were made by Kennedy, who poinl- 
ed them to the ancient Mobile, which, ho said, they would 
shortly capture. But cold, rainy weather, which the troops 
were forced to encounter without tents or covering of any 
bind, now sat in. This circumstance, together with a per- 
sonal difficulty which arose between Dr. Holmes and Dr. 
Pollard, in which the former was compelled, in self-defence, 
to severely wound the latter with a pistol, influenced Kemper 
to conduct the campaign on the other side of the bay. With 
a portion of the party, Major Hargrove proceeded in the boat 
to Saw-mill creek, on the west side of Mobile river, twelve 
miles above the town. With an abundance of whiskey and 
several fiddles, a frolic was there !<cpt up, which was intended 
to last until Kemper and the horse company could go around 
by the Cut-Off, and join them. An evil old (nan in the neigh- 
borhood, who often drank' with them, went one night to Mo- 
bile, and assured Governor Folch how easily they might he 
captured. The latter sunt .Parades, with two hundred regu- 
lars and citizens in boats, up the river, lata one evening, who 
entered Saw-mill creek, ascended it. to the American camp, 
and while the poor fellows were dancing and shouting, at 11 
o'clock at night, tired upon them. Many of them fled in aU 
directions. Four were killed, and others were wounded. 
Major Hargrove rallied a few of his men and fought, but was 
overpowered. He and nine more were loaded with irons — 
carried to Mobile, thrown into the calaboose, and from thenee 
conveyed to Havana and immured in the dungeons of Mora 
Castle. Cyrus Sibley, afterwards recognized as the bearer of 
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Llie despatch to dole's from Kempov, wris wiwd, >v.\<] ako sent, 
to Movo Castle. These men remained Sj-unish prisoners, in 

Lllii Ci'iitiO, I'OV FIVE YEARS.* T]ii:S iliVslir broke lip tbj ".rCcm- 

jn-r ■'.';; .f.Jit.ion," vvhioli was further embarrassed by opposition 
from the Federal si u thoritii.fi about Fort. Stoddart. Subse- 
quently, Wilkinson despatched Colonel Cushing, with some 
troops, to Mobile, for the proportion of the Spaniards from 
rJii.' designs of the patriots. They encamped throe weeks at 
the Oraaife (J rove. Ons'iinp; then marched up r.o Fun. Stod- 
dart, and built :: cantonment at Mount Vernon. f 

* MS. notes in the possession of Mr. E. T. "Wood, of Mobile. 
Also, conversations with Dr. Thomas G. Holmes, of Baldwin county, 

A.liil 

| Conversations with .Major Itouben Chamber!::";, of Mobile, who 
came with ColomJ Cashing. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

TECUMSEH— CIVIL WAR AMONG THE CREEKS. 

The United States and Great JJritaiu were upon the verge 

of war. British agents, in Canada and h'lorida. sought, to pro- 
cure tlio co-operation of lIio whole south-western Indian force. 
The Creeks, more powerful in numbers than the others, were 
paitieulavly urged to join the Knglish. Colonel .Hawkins had 
managed them, nith much wisdom and policy, tor several 
year's, but they always romiuned dissatisfied, and were parti- 
cularly so now, in consequence of a portion of their Chiefs 
having granted a public road through the heart of their 
country, "which had been, cut out by Lieutenant Luckett and a 
party of soldiers. This thorough fa re, called the "Federal 
Road," and which run from Minis' Ferry, upon the Alabama, 
to the Chauahooeliie, was tilled, from one end to the other. 
with emigrants for the western part of the territory. The 
Creeks, with their usual .sagacity, foresaw that they should 
soon be hemmed in by the Georgians on one side, and the 
Tomhigby people on the other, and many of them contem- 
plated die expulsion of the latter, at. some day not very dis- 
tant. The Spaniards also hated the emigrants, who had 
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continued to drive them, inch by inch, from the soil which, chapter 
they claimed. "Willi both them and (lie Indians the British 
agents begun to operate, to make secret allies of the one and 
open ones of the other. Bui the most powerful British in- 
cendiary was Tecumseh. His father and mother, of the 
Shawnee family, were born and bred at Soman ogee,* upon 
the Tallapoosa, in Alabama. With several children, they 
removed to the forest of Ohio, where Tecumseh was horn, in 
1768. He had five brothers, who were all celebrated for the 
human blood which tuny spiL and for (him iu.domi table cou- 
rage. His only lister, Toeumapease, a woman of great. sense 
: l i : 1 1 ~lr: :■);;!.■ character, lie. devotedly loved, and was much in- 
ilucnced by her. In 1787, he visited the (.'herokees and 
Creeks, with whom he remained two ye;.rs, engaging in (heir 
hunts, festivals and frontier wars. Eeturning to the Ohio, he 
fought a battle with a party of whites, near Big Hock, and 
another, with the Kentuckians, on the Little Miami, and still 
another, at Paint Bock, in 1793. He then engaged in the 
attack upon Fort Becovery, in 1794, and participated in the 
battle of Maum.ee Rapids, in the same year. From that 
period, until that in which we propose to connect him with 
Alabama history, Tecmnseh was engaged in British intrigues, 
in hunts and in skirmishes, "Wherever lie appeared, devasta- 
tion and havoc ensued. He possessed a fine form, a com- 
manding appearance, and had the endurance- common to all 

* Old Augusta, now- ihc property of Henry Lv.caa, on the rail-road, 
where l:>.iv are »ouie mounds. 
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CHAPTBE Iiirtisiiis, tiJ^otlicv with a high degree of sagacity. He enter- 
tained the most. relentless hatred of the Americans. 

After many conferences with the British, at Detroit, To- 
aP l8ia° f cumse " ^ tn;lt country, with a party of thirty warriors, 
mounted upon horses. and shaped his course to the south, 
Passing through the Chickasaw and Choctaw country, he was 
unsuccessful in an - ; iyi.ii a 1 these tribes against the Americans, 
lie went down to .Florida, and met with complete success 
October with the Seminoles. In the month of October he came up 
to the Alabama, crossed that river at Autauga, where he, for 
the first time, appealed to the Creels, in a Um<t speech. Oon- 
litHiine' to Coosewdii, he had, by this time, collected many 
followers, who went with mm to the Hickory Ground. Haying, 
from their boyhood, heard of his feats in the buffalo dii.ise. 
the bloody ware which he had conducted, and of his. fierce 
and transcendent eloeuenoe, the "warriors flocked to see him, 
He went to Tookabatcha, where Colonel Hawkins was then 
1 1 ( j ] ■ 1 i i i u' his grand council with the Indians. This ancient 
en pit id never looked so gay and populous An autumnal sin; 
glittered upon the yellow faces of live thousand natives, besides 
whites and negroes, who mingled with them. At the con- 
elusion of the Agent's first day's address, Tecumseh, at the 
head of his Ohio parly, marched into the square. They 
were entirely naked, e,\eept their flaps and ornaments. Their 
faces were painted black, and their heads adorned' with eagle 
plumes, while buffalo tails dragged from behind, suspended 
by bands which went around their waists, Buffalo tails were 
also attached to their firms, and made lo stand out, by means 
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pompons iiiiil <■■ ■; f. -l Li.- ni it j i.L--i. 'J.he.y marched round ami round, 
m the square; then, approaching the Chiefs, they cordially 

shook them, with the whole length of the a;-m, an J exchanged 
tobacco, a common ceremony with the Indiana, denoting 
f i.-iid-hip, as we have it! ready seen. C. ' apt:ti [ 1 .Isaacs, Chief of 
Coosawda, was the only one who refused to exchange tobacco, 
His head, adorned with its usual costume — a pair of buffalo 
horns — was shaken, in contempt of Tecuniseh. who, he said, 
was a bad man, and no greater than ho was. 

Every day TecuniK'h appeared in. the scuare, to deliver his 
" talk," and all ears were anxious to heavit; hut, late in the 
cvemag, he would rise, and say, "The sun has gone too far 
today- -1 will make my talk to-morrow." At length .Haw- 
kins terminated his business, and departed for the Agency, 
upon the Flint. That night a grand council was held in the 
great round-house. Tecuinseh, presenting his graceful and 
majestic form above the heads of hundreds, made known his 
mission, in a long speech, full of "tire and vengeance. He 
exhorted them to return to their primitive customs, to throw 
aside the plough and the loom, find to abandon an agricultu- 
ral life, which was unbecoming Indian warriors. He told 
them that, after the whites had possessed the greater part of 
their country, turned its beautiful forest-- into large fields, and 
stained their clear rivers with the washings of the soil, they 
would then subject them to African son itnde. lie exhorted 
them to assimilate iu no way with the, graspiag, ujiprii.rip.* : 
race, to use none of their firms and wear none of their clothes, 
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but dress in llui skins of boasts. which the Groat Spirit 
had given liis red children for fond ami raiment, and to use 
:lu- w.'ir-c'u'ii. the se;dping knife and the ouw. He- concluded 
by announcing that, the lirii.fdi, their former friends, liad sent 
]iivn from ihe lii;; Lakes, to procure, their services, in expe'ling 
the Americans from all Indian soil; that tlie King of Eng- 
land was ready handsomely to reward n. ! I "ho would light for 
his cause. 

A prophet, who composed one of tin 1 party of Tecumseh, 
next spoke. He said that lie frequently comma ned with the 
Great Spirit, who had sent Tecumseh to their country 
upon this mission, the character of which that groat Chief 
had described, lie declared that those who would join the 
war parly should be shielded from all harm— none would be 
killed in battle; flint the Great Spirit, would siirrtmial them 
with miagmires, which would swallow up the American* as 
they approached ; that, they woahl finally expel every Geor- 
gian from the soil as far as the Savannah ; that they would 
see the, arms of Tecumseh, stretched oaf in the heavens, at a 
certain time, and then they would know when to begin the 

Assort time hefore daylight the council adjourned, and 

more than half the audience had already resolved to go to 
war agamst the .Americans. Tecumseh visited, all the impor- 

* The British officers in Canada hid told him when a comet would 

ri|i;;e.i-, mid -Ij;l1 he niiglit use that as a sign, to delude the iju>.it:iu-;i 
Indians. 
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'(.mil Creek towns, enlisting all whom lie could on the side of chapter 
England, He had much to overcome, in the obstinacy of 
many of the prominent, Chiefs, who had become attached to 
the Federal (.iovomment, which had lavished upon thorn 
inmiiticeat presents. Yet he was, in a great measure, suc- 
cessful. Ho made use of gifted and cunninir Indians, |,o carry 
oul his plans, afler he should have left tli.e country. One of 
these was Jo.siah Francis, the son of a Creek woman, by 
a trader, of Scotch and Irish descent, named David Francis.* 
The ^haivuee prophet, it was said, inspired him. lie placed 
him in a cabin by himself, around which he danced aad howl- 
ed for tea days. He said that Francis was then blind, 
but thai he would again see, and would then know all things 
which wore to happen in future. When the ten days expir- 
ed, the prophet led him forth, and attended him all day, for 
Francis stepped high and irregular, like a blind man. To- 
wards night, the vision of Francis suddenly came to him, and 
after that he was the greatest prophet in the whole (.'reek na- 
tion, and was empowered to make many subordinate prophets. 
Teeumseli, having made numerous proselytes, once more 
v>iti'd ilin l-iig Warrior, at Tookabalcha, whom he was par- 
ticularly desirous to enlist in his schemes, but whom he had 

* Thie David Francis lived for many years in the Autauga town, 

where he had a trading establishment. Uc was also a silver-smith, 
and made buckles, ni-n runouts mid spins, of silver, for the Indians. 
Jcsiah, his son, also learned the trade. David Francis was a great 
uncle to Dr. Francis, 1111 in eel libera raid higriiy re~;.L't iLible gentleman, 
of Benton county, Alabama. 
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chapter hitherto entreated to no Mihct, although bis house was his 
18la ' head-quartevs. The Big Warrior stilt remained true to the 

November United Slates, more from fear of the consequences of a war 
than any love he entertained for the- Americans. Tecnmseh, 
after talking with him for some time, to no purpose, pointed 
his finger in his thee, and emphatically said, "Tustinuggee 
Thlucco, your blood is white. Yon have taken my red sticks 
and my talk, but you do not mean to fight. I know the 
reason. You do not believe the Great Spirit has sent me 
You shall believe it. 1 will leave directly, and go strain to 
Detroit. When 1 get there 1 "ill stamp my foot upon the 
ground, and shake down every house in Tookabatcha," The 
Biu; "W.-ivrioi 1 -tnid nothing, bur puiied hi- pipe. n:ul enveloped 
himself in clouds of smoke. Afterward?, lie thought much 
upon this remarkable speech. 

The common Indians believed every word of Teeumseh's 
Inst .speech, which was intended solely to int.imii.lei.o the liig 

, * 812 Warrior, and they began to count up the time it would take 
the Shawnee Chief to reach Detroit, when lie would st;;mp 
his foot, as lie- had declared, On,?, day a mighty rambling 
was heard in the earth ; the houses of Tookabatcha reeled, 
and tottered, and reeled again. The people ran out, vocifera- 
ting, "Tecumseh has got to Detroit! Tceumseh has got to 
Detroit! We feed the shake of his foot !"'* 

* This w,ia an earthquake well known to the old settlers. In rela- 
tion to :}.!!■ visit (>:' Tecumse'a to Alabaan., 1 have mMiMilSi-d (icMiaal 
Ferdinand L. Clait)m;>o '.-: MS. parc^., and Dr::ke's Life of Tecumseh; 
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Josiah Francis made many prophets, and, anions others, chapter 
High-Head Jim. of Autlose. 'ilio Indians begun to dance 
'■' the wat'-da.nce of the lakes," whieh Tceumsidi had taught 
them. In the meantime, that Chief had reached Canada, 
having carried with him the Little Warrior, of the Creek 
nation, with thirty of his warriors. The British agents sent 
back by them letters to their agents in Florida, with orders to 
allow the Creeks extensive supplies of arms and ammunition. 
The Little Warrior, in returning, by way of the mouth of the Fe ^ rr 
Ohio, attacked seven families, living near each other, and 
murdered them in the most cruel maimer. They dragged 
Mrs. Crawley from the bodies of her bleeding children, and 
brought her, a prisoner, to the Tusealoosa Fulls. Being made 
acquainted with these outrages by General Robertson, the 
Chickasaw Agent, Hawkins demanded the punishment of the 
guilty warriors. A council, at To ok a bat eh a, secretly des- Apriiie 
patched a party of warriors, headed by .Mcintosh, of Coweta, 
who marched to the Hickory Ground, where they separated 
into smaller parties. One, of these went to the Red Warrior's 
Bluff, upon the Tallapoosa, now Grey's Ferry, and there sur- 
rounded a house, and begun to shoot at five of the Little 
Warrior's party. They defended themselves with bravery, 
all the time dancing the dance of the lakes. Finally, they 
were all killed and burnt up, A party, headed by Captain 

I have also conversed with Laclilan Dnrant, Mrs. Sophia McComb, 
Peter Randntt, James Moore, ami others, who were at Tookabiileha 

when To cum sell arrived i.hert;. 
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■ Isaacs, pursued I lift 1 -it tie Warrior into a swamp, above Wc- 
tumpka, and killed him. Others were lulled at Hoithlewaule. 
Although the Chiefs, friendly to the United Slates, acted with 
so much justice upon this occasion, it did not prevent the 
commission of other murders, mora i [rimed lately at home. 
An old Chief, rained Mormouth, killed Thomas Merideth, an 
emigrant, at Catoma Creek, and wounded others.* 

Having engaged in a war with. England, the Federal Go- 
vernment, fearing to leave the port of Jlobile longer in the 
hands of the Spaniards, who were the secret allies of Great 
Britain, resolved to occupy the whole of the district lying 
between Pearl and the Perdido livers, and below the line of 
31°, which we had claimed since the treaty with Bonaparte, 
who ceded to us .Louisiana, of which this was a part, as was 
contended. Accordingly, General Wilkinson, with six hun- 
dred men, of the third and seventh regiments, sailing from 
New-Orleans, in transport vessels, commanded by Commo- 
dore Shaw, provided with scaling-ladders, and every necessary 
equipment, landed opposite the site of the Pavilion, on the 
bay of Mobile. He marched up to the town, and took a 
position in the rear of Fort Charlotte, After some corres- 
pondence, the Spanish eoimnniidant, Captain Cayetano Perez, 
capitulated, surrendered the fort, and all the cannon and mili- 
tary stores, the latter of which Wilkinson agreed the United 
States should pay for. The Spanish garrison retired to Pcn- 
sacola, at:d the stars and stripes were hoisted upon the ram- 

* Indian Affairs, vol. l,pp.&13-S-lo. 



to^dbyGoogle 



THE AMERICANS IN ALABAMA AND M1SSISRUTI. 

purls f)f I'oi'L Charlotte, which was built of brick, villi ele- 
ments for five hundred men, and with four bastions. It was 
quite an acquisition io the United Slates, at the present time. 
General Wilkinson sent nine pieces of artillery to Mobile 
Point, which were there placed in battery. He then marched 
to the Perdido, and on its western bank, on the main road to 
Pensacola, began tin; eon struct! on of fi strong stockade, under 
the superintendence of Colonel Jolm Piowyer, which was 
afterwards abandoned. Marching back to Mobile, he des- 
patched Captain Chamberlfiin, with Soulier-;, to Mobile Point, 
who began, and, in two years, completed Fort Bowyer.* 
Thus the long period had arrived, when no Spanish govern- 
ment was found to wist upon a foot of the soil of 



The effects of Teeumseb's visit began to be realised in 
every corner of the Creek confederacy. Even at the Falla 
of Tuscaloosa, where ft Creek town had tor several years been 
established, the inhabitants were extremely belligerent. The 
Chief, Ocheoce Emartbla, with a k'.v warriors, dropped down 
the Warrior river in canoes, paid Mr. Caines a visit, and. were 
insulting in their bearing, and importunate in their demands 
for goods, upon ft credit. They disclosed to Tandy Walker, 
an honest white man, formerly a government blacksmith, 
their intention shortly to attack the setflera, and seize upon 
the factory. In an eastward direction, the Alabamas were 

* Memoirs of Wilkinson, vol, I, pp. 607-520. Conversations with 
Major li.OLibi'ti Chamjicrliiiii. 
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chaptsb furious advocates of American eitemiination. The Indian 
executions, to which ahnsion has just been made, connected 
with, the occasional shocks of the earthquake, filled the Indian 
world with excitement and fanaticism, 

Peter McQueen, a half-breed of Tallage, the venerable 
Hobothle Micco, and othei' prominent men, who had inclined 
to the talks of Tecumsoh, now assumed decided attitudes. 
Mar The hosthe spirit increased fearfully, and the whole nation 
was soon agitated with quarrels, fights, murders and robberies, 
and everything foreboded a direful civil war. The prophets 
practised their incantations in towns, fields, and in the woods, 
wherever they found Indians to intlueuee. Alarmed at this un- 
usual state of things, the Chiefs friendly to the United States 
frequently despatched runners to Hawkins, who urged them, 
in return, to adhere to the cause of the Federal Government, 
and to take all means to avert a. civil war. The Agent seems 
to have been strangely benight* d, Blowly allowing his mind 
to be brought to the conviction that anything serious would 
grow out of these difficulties. The Big Warrior, on the con- 
trary, was much alarmed. He endeavored to assemble the 
Chiefs of the neighboring towns ; hut a majority refused to 
appear, and continued to give countenance to the prophets. 
He despatched a runner to the Alabamas, with this talk: 
"You are hut a few Alabama people. You say that the 
Great Spirit visits you frequently ; that lie comes in the sun, 
and speaks to you ; that the sun comes down just above your 
heads. Now we want to see and hear what you have seen 
and heard. Let ns have tiie same proof, then we will believe. 
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Yon have nothing to fear- — the people who did the killing ( 
upon the Ohio are put to death, and the law is satisfied." 
The, messenger was seized, hilled, ;md scalped, at the junction 
of the Coosa and Tullupeesa, where a portion of the war 
party were engaged in "tin: dance of the lakes."' They then 
paddled down to Coosawda, pursued Captain Isaacs into the 
cane, across the river, and, being unahle to find him, returned, 
burnt up his houses, destroyed his stock and murdered 
two of his chief warriors* The Indians also commenced 
hostilities upon, the Americans. Between Burnt Corn and 
the Escambia, Gregg's, an American mail-rider, was seized, 
most severely beaten, and left upon the Federal Road, after 
being robbed of his mail-hags and horse. Without anything 
to eat, save the berries in the woods, the lacerated youth, 
after wandering ton days through the i'ovests, reached Mont- 
gomery Hill. The mail was carried to Pensacola, and rilled 
of its contents, in a Spanish trad high onse.f General Wil- 
kinson, with his hidy, hud reached Bam McNac's, near the 
Catoma, with an escort, which had attended him from Minis' 
Ferry. He wrote- hack to Judge Toulmiu. informing him of 
the dangers attendant upon a trip through the Creek nation, 
but that he was resolved to go on to Georgia, In a short 
time,McNac, who, for some time, lived upon the "Federal Road, 
for the purpose of ficcomnioda'.ing travellers, was driven off, 
some of his negroes stolen, while his cattle were driven to 

* Indian Affairs, vol. 1, p. 816. 

.iiii;-. ni" ;\1 oMi«, ami Dr. 
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■ Fensat'ola for sa'e. Other h;il ('-breeds, suspected of frii'wMiip 
for the Americans, were treated in the same manner. Re- 
maining concealed for some time, upon his island in the Ala- 
bama, McNac ventured to visit his place upon the> road. 
Here lie suddenly encountered High fiend Jim, one of the 
prophets of Auttose, who, .'ifr.cr shaking him by the hands, 
began to tremble all over, and to jerk, in every part of his 
frame, convulsing the calves of the legs, and, from the severe 
agitation, getting entirely out, of breath. This practice had 
been introduced by the prophet Josiah Francis, the brother- 
in-law of McNac, who said he was so instructed by the Great 
Spirit. "Wishing to make terms for the moment, McNac 
pretended that be was sorry for his former friendship to tlie 
whites, and avowed his determination to join the hos tiles. 
High-Head Jim, led away by this artilico. disclosed to him 
all their plans ; that they were soon to kill the Big Warrior, 
Captain Isaacs, William. Mcintosh, the Mad Dragon's Son, 
the Little Prince, Spoke Kange, and Tal'.ase Fixico, all pror 
mincnt Chiefs of the nation; that, after the death of these 
traitors, the Creeks were to unite, in a- common cause, against 
the Americans ; those upon the Coosa, Tallapoosa and Black 
Warrior, were to attack the settlements upon the Tensaw 
and Tombigby ; those near t he Cherokees, with the assist- 
ance of the latter, were to attack the Tonnesseans ; the Geor- 
gians were to fail by the lieree sallies of the Lower Creeks 
; while the Choetnws wore to exterminate the 
ii population. 
The most extravagant delusions prevailed upon the Coosa, 
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at this period. Searly all these people moved out of their < 
towns, into the woods, danehig ami preparing for war. Lete- 
eau, a prophet, of eighteen years of age, a Dative of the town 
of Abaucooehe, went, wilh eight subordinate prophets, to 
the old Coosa town, from whence they sent out runners, invi- 
ting all the unbelievers to come and witness their magical 
powers. A large assembly, of both sexes, congregated upon 
the banks of the river, and surrounded Hie prophets. Lete- 
eau, with his wand, drew a circle in front, and he and his 
subordinates began "the da-rice of the lakes." After pow- 
erful exertions, for some time, the war-whoop was given by 
Leteeau, who fell, with his men, upon three Chiefs, whom 
they killed. The other friendly Chief- sprang into the river, 
made their escape to their towns, and, assembling their war- 
riors, returned, and killed Leteeau and his prophets. They 
proceeded to Little Ocf'uske, where Tecum sell's talk had been 
taken, and there put a number of his deluded followers to 
death. 

The hostiles destroyed the stock of the friendly Indians, at 
the Hillabee towns, several of whom they killed. They car- 
ried off seventy negroes, belonging to Robert Graison, and 
committed many other' depredations. The town of Kialigce 
was burned down, and several of the inhabitants shot. These 
things overwhelmed the Big Warrior with fear, and he en- 
treated Hawkins to relieve him, with the federal troops. He 
had I'olli'eted a large supply of eoiu at Tookabatcha, where. 
he built a fort. Hawkins prevailed upon, two hundred war- 
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chapter rioi's, of Coweta and Cusseta, to march to Tookahatcha, 
where they soon arrived, and, after some annoyance, from 
the attacks of a- few of the war party, succeeded in carrying 

off the Big Warrior, and those who adhered to him, in safety, 
over to the Chattahoochie.* 

* Upon the civil war among the Creeks, see Indian Affairs, vol. 1, 
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CHAPTER. XXXII. 

BATTLE OF BURST CORN— ARRIVAL OF GENERAL 
CLAIBORNE'S ARMY. 

Petes McQueen, at the head of the Tallase warriors, 
High-Head Jim, with the Autaugas, and Josiah Francis, with 
the Alabamas, numbering, in all, three hundred and fifty, 
departed for Pensacola, with many pack-horses. On their 
way, they beat and drove off all the Indians who would not 
take the war talk. The brutal McQueen heat an unoffending 
white trader within an inch of his life, and earned the wife 
of Curnells, the government interpreter, a prisoner, to Pen- 
sacola. The village of Hatchechubba was reduced to ashes. 

The inhabitants of the Tombigby and the Tenaaw had 
constantly petitioned the governor for an array to repel the 
Greeks, whose attacks they hourly expected. But General 
Fionrnoy, who had succeeded \Y ilkin-on in command, refund 
to send any of the regular or volunteer troops. The British 
Meet iv.-is seen oil' the coast, fVom which supplies, arms, am- 
munition, and Tiidiiiii emissaries, were sent to Pensueok and 
other Spanish ports in Florida. Everything foreboded the 
alter mi nation of the Ainencnns. in A I chimin, who were the 
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mostisolated and defeik-eless people imaginsdile. Determined, 
however, to protect- themselves, lo (lit' best of their means and 
abilities, they first sent, spies to .I'ensaeobi, to watch the move- 
ments of the Indians then:, under .McQueen, who returned 
with the report that the British agents were distributing to 
them ample munitions of war. Colonel -lames Culler ordered 
out the miliiia, some of whom soon rallied to his standard, in 
Lhi; character of minute volunteers, lie marched across the 
Tonr,>l:c. passed through (.he tov.n of Jackson, and by the 
new fort, upon the eastern line of Clarke, and from thenee to 
Sisemore's Ferry, upon the Alabama, where, on the western 
bank, he bivouaced for the night. The object of the expe- 
dition iv as to attack the Indians, as they were returning from 
Pensacola. The next morning, Caller began the crossing of 
the river, to the east side, which was effected by swimming 
the horses by the side of the canoes. It occupied much of 
the early part of the day. When all were over, the march. 

was res ed, in s south eastern direction, to the cow-pens of 

David Ta.it, where a hah was made. Here Caller was re- 
inforced, by a company from Tensaw Lake and Little liivor, 
under the conirnand. of Djxon Bailey, a half-breed (.'reek, :i 
native of the town of Autlose, who had been educated al 
I'hilailelphia, under the provisions of the treaty of New- 
York, of 1 TOO. ]-!fiiiey was si man of fine sippearanee, unim- 
peachable integrity, and a strong mind. His courage and 
energy were not surpassed by those of any other man. The 
whole expedition under Caller now consisted of one hundred 
and eighty men, in small companies. Two of these were 
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from St. Stephens, one of which was commanded by Captain f 
Bailey Heard, and tin; other "by Captain Jicnjaraiu Sinoot and 
Licutetiani Patrick May. A company, from 1. 1 1 «■ »- eoimr.v of 
Washington, wiis commanded by (Captain l")av:id Oartiviigl.it. 
In passing through Clarke county, Caller had been, re-inforced 
by it company binder Captain Samuel Halo and 1", 1 1 ■ i r> ■; i . .■ i ■ i, 
Girard W. Creagh. Some men had also joined him, com- 
manded by William MeGrew, liobe.rt (Jailor, and William 
Bradhci'ry. The, troops of (lie little party were mounted 
upon good frontier horses, and provided with rifles and shot- 
guns, of various sizes and descriptions, Leaving the cow- 
pens, Caller marched until lie reached the wolf-trail, where 
he bivouaeed for the last night, T'he main route r.o Pensa- 
cola was now before them. 

In the morning the command was re -organized, hy the 
election of Zaehariah Philip*, llelmrlin, Wood and Jourdan, 
to the rank of major, and Wiliinm MeGreiv lieutenant-colonel. 
This unusual number of J i eld- officers, was made, to satisfy 
military aspirations. While on the march, the spy company 
returned rapidly, about 1 1 o'clock in the forenoon, and re- 
ported that McQueen's party were encamped a few miles in 
advance, and were engaged in cooking and eating. A con- 
spiration of officers terminated in the decision to attach the 
Indians bv surprise. The command was thrown into three 
divisions- -Captain Smoot in front of the right, Captain I 'al- 
ley in front of the centre, and Captain Dale in front of the 
left. The Indians occupied a peninsula of low pine barren, 
formed bv the, windings of Burnt Corn ( -reek. Some gently 
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rising heights overlooked Lhis tongue of land, down which 
Caller charged upon them. Although taken by surprise, the 
Indians repelled thf: assault for a few minu'.es, arid then gave 
way, retreating to the creek. A portion of the Americans 
bravely pursued them to the water, while others remained 
behind, wig-aged m Lin 1 less laud able enterprise i,f eiipliu-iug 
the Indian pack-horses. Caller acted with bravery, but, un- 
fortunately, ordered a retreat to the high lands, where he 
intended to take a strong position. Seeing those in advance 
retreating from the swamp, about one hundred of the com- 
mand, who had been occupied, as we have stated, in securing 
Indian effects, now precipitately fled, in great contusion and 
terror, but, in the midst of their dismay, held on to the plun- 
der, driving the horses before them. Colonel Caller. < ■attain 
Bailey and other officer,-*, endeavored to rally them, in vain. 
The Indians rushed forth from the awamp, with exulting 
yells, and attacked nbeait eighty Americans, who remained at 
the foot of the hill. A severe fight eusneei, and the whiles, 
now commanded by Captains Dale, Bailey and Smoot, fought 
with laudable courage, exposed to a galling fire, in open 
woods, while McQueen and his warriors, were, protected by 
thick reeds. " The latter, however, discharged their pieces 
very unskilfully. Captain Dale received a large ball in the 
breast, which, glancing around a rib, came out at his back. 
Tie continued to fight as long as the kittle, lasted. At length, 
abandoned by two-thirds of the command, while the enemy 
had the advantage of position, the Americans resolved to 
retreat, which they did in great disorder. Many had lost 
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their horses, for t]ioy had dismounted when the attack was 
made, and now ran in al.' directions, to secure ilium or get up 
behind others. Many actually van oft' on foot. After all these 
had left- the field, three )-mmg men were tbnnd, si.ii: : diiing 
by themselves, on one side of the peninsula, ami kt:^]ii:ii;- at 
bay some ravages, who were concealed in the cane, They 
were Lieutenant Patrick May, of North-Carolina, now of 
Greene county, Alabama, a descendant of a brave revolution- 
ary f Sly; a private, named Ambrose Miles and Lieutenant 

Girard W. Croagh, of Sou ill- Carolina. A warrior presented 
bis Tall form. May and the savage dirrelun'ged. tbdr guns 
at each other. The Indian fell dead, in the cane; li is fire, 
however, liad shattered the. lieutenant's piece, near the lock. 
Resolving also to retreat, these intrepid voting men made a 
rush f;>r their horses, when Cre a gh, brought to the ground by 
the effects of a wound which he received in the hip, cried out, 
" Save me, lieutenant, or I am gone." May instantly raised 
him up, bore him off on his back, and placed him in his 
saddle, while Miles held the bridle reins. A. rapid retreat 
saved their lives. Reaching the top of the hill, they saw 
Lieutenant Bradboiry, a young lawyer of North- Carolina, 
bleeding with bis wounds, and endeavoring to rally some 
of his men. The Indians, reaching the body of poor Bal- 
lad, took oft-' his sea'p, in full view, which so incensed lib 
friend. Glass, that he advanced and fired the last gun upon 

The retreat was combined all night in the most irregular 
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manner, and the ti'iiil was lined, from, one; end to the other, 
wit.ii small squads, and sometimes one man by himself. The 
wounded travelled slowly, and often stopped to rest. It was 
afterwards ascertained that only two Americans were killed, 
and fifteen wounded. Such ""as the brittle of Burnt Corn, 
(lie- .first that was fought, in tin- long and bloody ('reck war. 
The Indians retraced their steps to Pensacola, for more mili- 
tary supplies. Their number of killed is unknown. Caller's 
command never sot together again, but mustered themselves 
out of service, returning to their homes by various routes, 
after many amusing adventures. Colonel Caller and Major 
Wood became lost, and wandered on foot in the forest, causing 
greai uneasiness to their friends. When General Claiborne 
arrived in the county, lie wrote to Bailey, Tait and McSac. 

r: -■]:. -. - 1 .- ! I . ! : - hall-breed-, urging tbriu to h;mt for these Uii'br- 
tunate men. They were afterwards found, starved almost to 
death, and bereft of tiieic senses. They had been missing 
fifteen days. 18 

General Ferdinand Leigh Claiborne, the brother of the 
ex-Governor of the Mississippi Temrory, was born in Sussex 
county, Virginia, of a family distinguished in that common- 
wealth, from the time of Charles I. On the 21st November, 

* Couvdi-satioiia willi Dr. Thomas. (I. Holmes, uf Baldwin coun- 
ty, Alabama, the 1 at e. Colonel (iiiaid W. Cruugli, of Clarke, and 
General Patrick May, of Greene, who were in the Burnt Corn ex- 
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1793, in his twentieth year, he was appointed an ensign i 
Wayne's army, on the North -western frontier. He was in the 
great battle in which that able eommaiklei'soon after defeated 
the Indians, and, for his good conduct, was promoted to a 
lieutenautcy. At the close of the war, lie was stationed at 
Richmond and Norfolk, in the recruiting service, and, subse- 
quently, was ordered to Pittsburg, Torts Washington, Green- 
ville and Detroit, where he remained, with the rank of cap- 
tain, and acting adjutant-general, until 1805, when he re- 
signed, and removed to Natchez. He was soon afterwards a 
member of the Territorial legislature, and presided over its 
deliberations. Wo have already seen how active he was in 
arresting Aaron I'urr, upon the Mississippi river, at the head 
of infantry and cavalry. On the 8th March, 1813, Colonel 
Claiborne was appointed brigadier- geneva I of volunteers, and 
was ordered, by General Wilkinson, to lake command of the 
post of Baton Rouge. In. the latter part of July, he was 
ordered, by General 1'louniov, to march, with his whole com- 
mand, to Fort Stoddart, and instructed to direct his principal 
attention to " the- defence of Mobile." 

On the 30th July. General Claiborne reached Mount Ver- 
non, near the Mobile liver, with the rear-guard of his army, 
consisting of seven hundred men, whom he had chiefly sus- 
tained by supplies, raised by moi , l'g;iax , ~ upon his own estate.* 

* Upon the conclusion of the Creek war, General Claiborne returned 

to Soldier's Retre.it, :iis heme, near Natuhe/, shattered ill constitution, 
from the exposure a:;'.i hardships if llic t. imping, and died suddenly-, 
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Tin- i-' 1 u;L! , U'i--]ii!L=ti , r ill, llato'i lloiifffj had only provided Lilil 
with die small sinr. of two hundred dollars. Hi! ■: ; '- ■ I : l i 1 1 . - . I . 

from the most reliable characters upon the eastern frontier, 
accurate information, in regard to the threatened invasion of 
the Indians, an aceoimi of the unfortunate result of the Burnt 
Corn expedition, and a written opinion of Judge Toulmin, 
respecting the critical condition of the country generally. It 
was found ihal alarm pervaded the populace. .Humors of 
the advance of the Indians ware, rife, au.il were believed. Tn 
Clarke county — in the fork of the livers— a' chain of. rude 
defences had hnstilv been constructed by the citizens, and 
were filled, to overflowing, with white people and negroes. 
One of these was at Gullet's BluiV, upon the Tombigby, an- 
other at Easley's station, and the others at the residences of 
Sirujuefield, Glass, White and Lavier. They were all called 
forts. Two block-houses were also in a state of completion, 
at St. Stephens. 

The first step taken by Claiborne was the distribution of 
his troops, so as to afford the greatest protection to the in- 
habitants, lie despatched Colonel Carson, with two hundred 
men, to the Fork, who arrived at Fort Glaus without accident. 
A few hundred yards from that rude structure, he -began the 
construction of Fort Madison, He sent Captain Scott to St. 
Stephens, with a company, which immediately occupied the 

ill the close of 1815. The vout'luiH, ;Vjt ilie [Y:>:-::i\ expenditures which 
lie made, were lost, and his property was sold. 
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old Spanish block-house. He employed Major Hinds, with 
the mounted dragoon-, jsl scouriui; the country, while lie dis- 
tributed. some of the mililia of Wiishiiigton county for the 
defence of the stockades, Cap tain I)ent "'as despatched to 
Oaktupa, where he assumed flic command of a fort, with two 
blockdiousea, within a mile of the Choctaw line.* 

* MS. papcts of General F. L. Claiborne. 
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CHAPTER XXXm, 

TERRIBLE MASSACRE AT FORT MIMS. 



In the meantime, the wealthy half-bloods about Little 
river had dropped down the Alabama, in their boats, and 
had secreted themselves in the swamp about Lake Tensaw. 
Uniting with ihe whiles, they soon began the construct: on of 
a fort around the residence, of Samuel Wins, a wealthy Indian 
country man. to whom ue have often alluded, and who, origi- 
nally, was one of the paek -horsemen of the Honorable George 
Galphin. 

Being about to relate a horrible affair, in which people of all 
ages liv.d !i<;ili sexes wo to subjected to ravage butchery, a par- 
ticular description of the phioo where if occurred is deemed 
necessary. Mims lived within four hundred yards of the 
Boat Yard, upon Lake Tensaw, a mile oast of the Alabama 
river, and two miles below the Cut-Off. His house was a 
large frame building, of one story, with spacious shed-rooms. 
Around it pickets were driven, between which fence rails were 
placed. Five hundred port-holes were made, three and a 
half feet only from the ground. The stockading enclosed an 
acre of ground, in a square form, and was entered by two 
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1 BLoek House. 

2 Pickets cut away by the Indians. 

3 Guard's Station. 

4 Guard House. 

5 Wc=tr-rn Gale, but not up. 

6 This Gale was 

was cut through by tho India] 

7 Captain BuiliVs (vr-hon. 

8 Stcadbam's House. 

9 Mis. Dyer's House. 
Kkclicn. 

.1 Minis' House. 

.2 Raodon's House. 

IS Old (ri.iHi-way— open. 



I Ensign Chambi^s' Tom. 
S Ensign Gibbs'. 
5 Raudon's. 
7 Captain Middleton's, 
i Captain Jack's Station. 
9 Fort-holes taken by Indians. 
3 21 Port-holes taken by Indiana 
■2 .Major Ik ss-jey's Cabin. 
S Captain .luck's Company. 
i Captain Middleton'sCompany. 
5 Where Major Beasley fell. 
3 Eastern Gate, where the In- 
dians entered. 
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ponderous but nide gates, one on the cast and the other on 
the west. Within the enclosure, besides the main building, 
were various out-houses, rows of bee-gums, together with 
cabins and board shelters, recently erected by the settlers, 
wherever a vacant spot, appeared. At the south-west corner 
a block-house was begun, but never finished. This defence 
was situated on a very slight elevation. A large potatoo-field 
lay adjoining, on the south, in which were a row of negro- 
houses. Woods intervened between the picketing and the 
lake, while, in a northern direction, cine swamps, which grew 
denser as they approached the river, were hard by. On the 
east, the flat lands continued for several miles, interspersed 

most ill-chosen place for a fort, as it ultimately proved.* 

No sooner was Fori Minis parthdly mashed, than the citi- 
zens poured in, with their provisions and effects. Colonel 
Carson, who had reached Mount Vernon in advance of Clai- 
borne, sent over Lieutenant ( isbonie, with sixteen men. Af- 
terwards Claiborne despatched one hundred and seventy-five 
more volunteers to Fort Minis, under the command of Major 
Daniel Beasley, with Captains Jack, l.iatchelor and Middleton. 
He found seventy militia upon duty, commanded, for the 
present, by Dunn and Hummer, two inexperienced officers, 
Permitting them to elect their officers, the brave Dixon Bailey 
was unanimously chosen for the post of captain, and — — 
Crawford for ensign. The Jicxt day. General Claiborne, am- 
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ving at Fort Mini- and inspecting the works, t 
general order of instructions to Beasley, eaan>ing him "to 
strengthen ill'' pickeiing, build f.w<> move blookdiouses, respect, 
thi' enetnv, Ui send out scouts frequently, and allow the stitier- 
ing people provisions, whether whites or friendly Indians." 
Returning to his head-euarlers, A Mount V onion, he, for the 
moment, directed his attention to other portions of the fron- 
tiers.* In the in.-' a nt inn:, Major k'easley had extended the 
picketing on the cast side, sixty feet deep, forming a separate 
apartment, for the accommodation of the officers and tacit' 
baggrtge. TTc greatly weakened his command, by sending 
small detachments to Forts Madison, Enslcy, Pierce,' and 
Joshua Kennedy's saw-mill, where citi/cus had collected, rind 
risked for assistance. f At this mill the government kad a 
large contract for lnmber, to put Fort Charlotte, of Mobile, 
in repair, and build a fort, at Mobile Point, and ii. was deeded 
necessary to strengthen it with troops, to prevent the Indians 
from burning it down.* 

The whole population of Fort Minis, consisting of whites, 
Indiana, soldiers, oilieers and negroes, now amounted to five 
hundred and fifty-three souls. Crowded together, in an Ala- 
bama, su-amp, in the monili of August, nnieli sickness pre- 
vailed^ In the meantime, Crawford was dismissed from the 
post of ensign, for having deserted from the regular army, 

* Claiborne's MS. papers, 

t Conversations with Dr. Thomas G, Holmes. 

i Cluibiarii.''- Mr:-, pujn.a--. 

§ Cotwetsatioris with Dr. Thomas C. Holmes. 
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and Peter R:iinlon, a halt-lireed, was appointed in ibis place, chapter 

Beasley kept up a correspondence with Claiborne, several 

times acquainting him v.ilh alarms, which turned out to be An*nstU 



The Creeks, whom we lull returning lo T'ensaeola, from the 
battle-ground of Burnt Corn, were again liberally supplied 
with arms and ammunition. Making their way back to the 
Tallapoosa, without molestation, active preparations were made 
hy them for immediate war. Warriors, from the towns of 
Hoithlewalc, Fooshal.ehe, Cooloome, Hemilmtke, Souvanoga, 
Mooklausa, Alabama, Oa.kchoieooohe, I'oe-uisehatche, Oehebo- 
fa, 1 'uckunlullahuSi-e, Wewocoe, and Woeeocoie, marched in a 
southern direction, while oilier*, from Tullaso, Aullos.:> and 
Ocfuske, formed a front of observation towards Coweta, to 
conceal the movement-! 

Associated with McQueen and Francis was William Wea- 
therford, the son of Charles Weathcribrd, a Georgian, who 
had lived almost a lil'e-time in the Creek nation. lii> mother, 
Selioy, was the half-fist er of General McGilavray, and a native 
of Hickory Ground. William was uneducated, but was a 
man of great native intellect, fine form, and con: .fug 

* (.'■lailioim-'s JMy. papers. 

t Indian Affairs, vol. 1, 868. The Spaniards and the British agents 
c-.biiiriTfcl \1i;Q\;i.:™'!, piuty t.j : ' Sight the Americans. If they prove- loo 
hard for you, send your worne;; ;unl eli'iUreo lo I' en sac a la, and we will 

boikI dniii ;o Havana; aiai if yon should lie c empaled to fly, your- 
selves, ami i.[\i'. A])ie;-io:uis ihiMiliI prove tij-.j hare iiii botli of lis, there 
are vessels enough (o take us all off together." Ibid. 
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« person. His bearing was paitlemanly and dignified, and 
was coupled with an intelligent (^piv^sioi], whicli led stran- 
gers to suppose that they were in tlie presence of no ordinary 
man. His eyes were lar^e, dark, brilliant and flashing. He 
was one of "nature's noblemen," a man of strict honor and 
unsurpassed courage. He was now with the large Indian 
army, conducting them down to attack the Tensaw settlers, 
among whom were his brother and several sisters, and also 
his half-brother, David Tait.* How unhappily were these 
people divided! His sister, Hannah McNac, with all her 
sons, belonged to the war party, while the husband was 
a true friend of the Americans, and had [led to them for pro- 
tection. W'cutherford led his army to the i.lrmiiitioiL of Zaelia- 
riah McGlrth, a little below the present Claiborne, where, 
capturing several negroes, among whom was an intelligent 
fellow, named Joe, from whom they learned the condition of 
l-"ort "Minis, ;i>id the proper iime lo attach it, lie baited for 
several days, to deliberate. One of the negroes escaped, and 
conveyed intelligeu.ee lo ihe fort of the approach of the In- 
dians. Major Bearer had continued to send out scouts daily, 
who were unable to discover traces of the enemy. The in- 
mates had become inactive, free from alarm, and abandoned 
themselves to fun and frolic. The negro runner from Mc- 
Girth's plantation now aroused them for a time, and Fort 

* David Tait was the son of Colonel Tail, a British officer, who was 
stationed at the Hickory Ground, upon the Coosa, in 1778, as we have 
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Minis was further strengthened. But the Indians not appear- 
ing, the negro was yimiioiniral Id bo a liar, and the activity of 
the garrison again abated. At length two young negro men 
were sent out, to mind some bed' cattle, that grazed upon 
the luxuriant grass within a. few miles of the- fort. Suddenly, 
they came rushing through the gate, out of breath, and 
reported that they had counted twenty-four painted warriors. 
Captain Middleton, with a detachment of horse, was imme- 
diately despatched, with the negroes, to the place ; but, being 
unable to discover (he least sign of r.ho enemy, returned about 
sunset, when one of the negroes, belonging to John Randon, 
was tied up and sevevevy dodged, for aliiiming the garrison, 
with what Major )/>easley deemed a sheer fabrication. Fletch- 
er, the owner of the other, refused to permit him to be pun- 
ished, because he believed his statement, which so incensed 
the major that he ordered him, with his large family, to 
depart from the fort by 10 o'clock the next day. The next 
morning Rand oil's negro v,;'.s again soul out, to attend the cattle, 
but, seeing a large body of Indians, lied to Fort Pierce, being 
afraid to communicate the iiiU-llig'ence to those who had 
whipped him. In the meantime, Fletcher's negro, by the 
reluctant consent of his master, was tied up, and the lash 
about to he applied to his back ; the officers were preparing 
to dine ; the soldiers were reposing on the ground ; some, of 
the settler's were playing cards ; the girls and young men 
were dancing, while a hundred thoughtless and happy child- 
ren sported from door to door, and from tent to tent. 

At that awful moment, one thousand Creek warriors, ex- 
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tended flat, upon the ground, in a thick ravine, four hundred 
yards from the eastern gate, thirsted for American blood. 
No eyes saw them, but those of the chirping and innocent 
birds in the limbs above them. The mid-day sun sometimes 
flashed through the thick foliage, and glanced upon their 
yellow skins, but quickly withdrew, as if afraid longer to 
contemplate the murderous horde. There lay the prophets, 
covered with feathers, with black faces, resembling those 
monsters which partake of both beast and bird. Beside 
them lay curious medicine-bags and rods of magic. The 
whole ravine was covered with painted and naked savages, 
completely armed. 

The hour of 12 o'clock arrived, and tie drum beat the 
officers and soldiers of the garrison to dinner. Then, by one 
simultaneous bound, the ravine was relieved of its savage 
burden, and soisil the field resounded uiih tin- rapid tread oi 
the bloody warriors. The sand had washed against, the 
eastern gate, which now lay open. Major Beasley rushed, 
sword in hand, and essayed in vain to shut it. The Indians 
felled him to the earth, with their clubs and tomahawks, and, 
rushing over his body, into the additional part of the fort, 
led him a chance to crawl behind the gate, where he dually 
after expired. To the last, he called upon the men to make 
a resolute resistance. The eastern part of the picketing was 
soon full of Indians, headed by five prophets, whom the 
Americans immediately shot down, while engaged in dancing 
and incantations. This greatly abated the ardor of the enemy, 
many of whom retreated through the gate, for the moment, 
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They had been assured that American bullets would split ohaptrb 
upon the sacred persons of the prophets, and pass off hai-m- 
less. The unhappy ioiiiAt.es of Fort. "M.ims now made all 
efforts to defend the place, but their attempts were confused 
and ineffective. Tlie assailants, from, the old line of picketing, 
in the additional part of the fort, and from the outside stock- 
ading, commenced a general fire upon the Americans. Sol- 
diers, negroes, women and children, fell. Captain Midclleton, in 
charge of the eastern section, was soon despatched, together 
with all his men. Captain Jack, on the south wing, with a 
company of riflemen, defended his position with great bravery, 
Lieutenant Randon fought, from the guard-house, on the west, 
while Captain Dixon Bailey repulsed the enemy, to the best 
of his ability, on the northern line of pickets, against which 
much the largest number of Indians operated. The number 
of savages was so great that they apparently covered the 
whole field, and they now rent the air with their exulting ls ' 3 
shouts. Many of the younger prophets surrounded the main 
building, which was full of women and children, and danced 
around it, distorting their faces, and sending up the most 
unearthly screams. The pickets and houses afforded the 
Americans some protection, where the young men, the aged, 
and even the boys, fought with desperation. Captain Bailey 
was the man to whom the eyes of all the settlers were turned, 
at this critical moment. He maintained his position, and 
was the only officer who gained the port-holes before they 
were occupied by the enemy. His repeated discharges made 
lanes through the savage ranks. Fresh numbers renewed 
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their efforts against liini, and often an Indian and an Ameri- 
can would plant their guns across the same port-hole, to shoot 
at each other. Bailey encouraged the whole population in 
the fort to fight, assuring (hem tliat Indians seldom fought 
long at one time, and, by holding out a little while longer, 
many would he saved. Fading in his entreaties to prevail 
upon several to rush through tin. 1 enemy, to Fort Pierce, only 
two miles distant, there procure reinforcements, and attack 
the assailants in the rear, In- resolved to go himself, and began 
to climb over tire pickeis lor (but purpose; ; but his neighbors, 
who loved him clearly, pulled him back. 

About three o'clock, the I Vidians, becoming tired of the 
contest, plundered the additional part, of ihe fort, and began 
to carry off the effects, to the house of Mrs. O'Neil, which lay 
three hundred yards distant, on the road to the ferry. Wea- 
therford overtook them, on a fine black horse, and brought 
them back to the scene of action, after having impressed them 
by an animated address. About this time, Dr. Osborne, the 
surgeon, was shot through the body, and carried into Pa- 
trick's loom-house-, where he expired, in great agony. The 
women now animated the men to defend them, by assisting 
in loading the guns and bringing water from the well. The 
most prominent among these- was Mrs. Daniel Bailey, who, 
provoked at the cowardice of .Sergeant Mathews, severely 
punctured him with a bayonet, as he lay trembling against 
the wall. Many instances of unrivalled courage could he 
enumerated, if our space permitted it. One of Jack's sol- 
diers retreated to the halfl'inished block house, after his com- 
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mander and all his brothers -in -anus ] > a cl fallt.ni, and, from that 
point, discharger! his gun at, intervals, until he had billed over 
a dozen warriors. James and Daniel Bailey, the brothers of 
the gallant Captain, with other men, ascended to the roof of 
Mims's dwelling, knocked off some shingle- 
where they continued to shoot the lusty 
side of the picketing. But the superior force of the assail- 
ants enabled them eonstnutly to bring fresh warriors into the 
action. They now set lire to the main building, and many of 
the itiil-liiiiises. The shrieks of the women rmd children went, 
up to high heaven. 

To Patrick's loom-house had been attached some extra 
picketing, forming what, was improperly termed :i l>astiou. 
Hither Captain Bailey, and those of hh command who sur- 
vived, entered, and continued to pour upon the savages a 
most deadly fire. Many citizens attempted to reach that 
spot, now the only one of ilie least security. The venerable 
David Mima, attempting' to pass to the bastion, received a 
large ball in the neck ; the blood gushed out ; lie e\elitimed, 
" Oh God, I am a dead man !" and fell upon his faee. A 
cruel warrior cut around his bead, and waved his hoary scalp 
exulting])- in the air. Some poor Spaniards, who had de- 
serted from the l'cnsacola garrison, kneeled around the well 
and crossed themselves, and, while interceding with the Most 
High, were despatched with tomahawks. " To the bastion ! 
to the bastion !" was now the fearful cry of the survivors, 
Soon it was full to overflowing. The weak, wounded and 
feeble, were pressed to deatti and trodden under foot. The 
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ijii.it j in ■sen fed the apju'm-iLiico of one immense mass of human 
beings, herded together too close to defend themselves, and, 
like beeves in the slaughter-pen of the butcher, a prey to 
those who "fired upon them. The large building had fallen, 
carrying with it the scorched bodies of the Baileys and 
others on the root", and the large number of women and 
children in the lower story. The flames began to reach the 
people in the bastion. Dr. Thomas G. Holmes, an assistant 
surgeon in the garrison, seized an axe, cut some pickets in two, 
but did not take them down, suffering them to remain until 
a suitable opportunity offered to escape. The brave Dixon 
Bailey now cried aloud that all was lost, that his family were 
to be butchered, and begged all to make their escape, if pos- 
sible. His negro man, Tom, (still living, at Sisemore's plan- 
tation,) took up his favorite, sou, who was thirteen years of 
ago, bnt feeble with the fever, and bore him through the 
pickets, which Holmes now threw down, and gained the 
woods in safety. But, strange to say, the infatuated negro 
presently brought back tho poor boy to a squad of hostiles, 
who dashed out his brains with war-clubs. Little Ralph cried 
out, " Father, father, save me 1" Of his Heavenly Fathbb 
the poor little heathen had probably never beard. 

In front of the northern line of picketing was a fence, fifty 
yards distant, in every lock of which many warriors had 
placed themselves, to eutotf ail retteat: besides which, others 
stationed thetnsebes, at various points, to shoot those- who 
Bhcnild run. Dr. Holmes, Captain Bailey, and a negro wo- 
man named Hester, the property of Benjai 
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were the first to escape I'nmigh die aperture. Holmes re- C 
ceiving, in his I'ifdit. several hulls through his clothes, but no 
wounds, strangely in fide- ins way over the ferine, gained the * 
swamp, and concealed himself in a clay hole, formed by the 
prostration of an immense tree. Bailey reached the swamp, 
but, being badly wounded, died by the side of a cypress 
stump. Hester received a severe wound in the breast, but 
reached a canoe in the lake, paddled to Fort Stoddart that 
night, arid was the first to give intelligence to General Clai- 
borne of the horrible affair. 

Returning again to the fatal spot, every house was seen to 
he, in flames. The bastion was broken down, the helpless 
inmates were butchered in the quickest maimer, and blood 
and brains bespattered the whole earth. The children were 
seized by the legs, and killed by beating their he;u.b against. 
the stockading. The women were scalped, and those who 
were pregnant were opened, while they were alive, and the 
embryo infants let out of the womb. Weatherford had, 
sometime previous, left the horrid scene. lie had implored 
the warriors to spare the women and children, and reproached 
them for their barbarity ; but his own life was threatened, for 
interposing, many clubs were raised over his head, and he 
was forced to retire. Tn after years, be ne\cr thought of that 
bloody occasion without the- most painful emotions, lie bad 
raised the storm, but. he- could not control it. 

The .British agents, at .l.'ensaeobi, had offered a reward of 
five dollars for every American scalp. The Indians jerked the 
skin from the whole head. and. coil citing all the effects which 



to^dbvGoogle 



THE AMERICANS IN ALABAMA AND MlSSiSSIPPI. 

the live had not consumed, retired to the cast, one mile from 
the ruins, to spend tin- night, where (hey smoked their pipes 
and trimmed and dried their scalps. The battle had lasted 
from twelve to five o'clock, 

Of the large number in the fort, all were tilled or turned 
up, except a few half-bloods, who were made prison erf, 
some negroes, reserved for slaves, and the following persons, 
who made their escape stud lived: Dr. Thomas G. Holmes ; 
Heater, a negro woman ; Socca, a friendly Indian ; Peter 
Randon, lieutenant of citizen's company; .Tosiah Fletcher; 
Sergeant Mathews, the coward; Martin Rigdon ; Samuel 

Smith, a half-hreed; Hour-vice, Joseph Perry, Mississippi 

volunteers; Jesse Steadbnm ; Edward Kteadliiim ; John Ho- 
ven ; — — Jones ; and Lieutenant. W. K. Chambliss, of the 
Mk-;^ippi. volunteers. 

Dr. Holmes lay concealed in the ela.y hole until nine o'clock 
at night. The Gin-House, at the Boat Yard, bad been :ired. 
and the conflagration threw a light over the surrounding 
country, in addition to that still allbrded by the ruir.s of Fort 
Mims. Hence, he was forced to resume his position, until 
twelve o'clock, when the llames died away. Kemembering 
that hi', bad never learned to swum, he abandoned the idea, 
which he first entertained, of crossing the Alabama, and ma- 
king his way to Mount Vernon. He, therefore, bent his course 
towards the high lands. He frequently came upon, small 
Indian fires, around which the bloody warriors lay in profound 
sleep. Bewildered and shocked, in every direction in which 
he turned, by unwelcome and fearful sights like these, be at 
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length, after a groat deal of winding and turning, fell back 

iuLo Uii' vivsir swamp, hid in a clump of thick canes, find there 
subsisted upon water, mutton reed and roots. All this time he 
was in tire immediaie. neiifh 1 jorlnv.nl of the scene of the tragical 
events we have described. and hoard, distinctly, the Indiana kill- 
ing the stock of the citizens. When silence ensued, after the 
fifth day, he made his; way to, the Race-Track, and from thence 
to Pine-Log Creek, where he spent the night. .Reaching 
Butbrd's L-knd the next dr'.v. a:id seeing the tracks of people 
and horses, he determined to fall in. with th.em, although they 
should prove to he Icwiiie fncliaus, so desperate had he be- 
come from starvation. At the Tensaw Lake, Holmes found 
the horses tied, and, rejoicing to find that they belonged to 
his friends, fired off his gnu. John Buford and his party, 
supposing the discharge proceeded from the war party, lied 
up into a bayou, in a boat, where they remained two days, 
'.lite disappointed Tfoimos went to the abandoned house of 
llnibrd. where he for innately obtained some po'i'Jry, which 
he devoured without cooking. Three days afterwards lie 
was discovered by Captain Buford, and conveyed to Mount 
Vernon, where, the other Lour teen who escaped had arrived, 
and reported him among the slain. 

Martin Rigdon, ■Samuel Smith, .Joseph ferry, Mour- 

rice, and Jesse Sleadbam, escaped through the picketing to- 
gether. The latter was shot through, the thigh, early in the 
action, and Mourrice in the shoulder. Leaping the fence in 
front of the bastion, over the h.eads of the squatting Indians, 
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they reached thu swamp, where they remained three days, 
when, finding an old ear.oe below the Uoat, Yard, they made 
their escape to Mount Vernon. Edward Slendham, who was 
wounded in the hand, while flying from the bastion, entered 
the swamp, -warn the Alabama, above the (Jut-Oil and arrived 
at Mount Vernon, four days after the massacre. All the 
others -who escaped so miraculously made their way, with 
success, through the Indian ranks, and hat! many similar 
adventures, reaching the American head-quarters at the most 
imminent peril. Lieutenant Ckainbliss had received two se- 
vere wounds in the fort, and, in running across the field, re- 
ceived another. Reaching the woods, he crept into a log- 
heap. At night, a- party of warriors set tire to it, for the 
purpose of smoking their pipes, and, when the heat was 
becoming intolerable, and he would soon have been forced to 
discover himself, they fortunately were called off, to another 
camp-fire. He left that plaee immediately, wandered about, 
and, for a long time, was supposed to be dead. He made 
his way, however, to Mount Vernon, and, from thence, went 
to Soldier's Retreat, the re-i donee of General Claiborne, near 
Natchez, where Dr. JoTm Co.\c, an eminent surgeon, extracted 
two arrow-Leads and a- hall from his body.'" 

The day after the fall of Fort Mims, the, Indians began to 
bury their dead, by laying their bodies between the potatoe- 
rows, and drawing dirt and vines over them ; but, from the 
great number of the dead, it was abandoned. Many were 

* Claiborne's MS, papers, 
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also wounded, who were- put in canoes, and eouveyed up the chapter 
river. Others, wounded, started home on foot, and died at 
Ib.trnt Corn Sprm^. iloslof tlmse who were mil mil vein ai no j 
in iboncighborbood, to kill and plunder, while another partv 
went to Pensacola, with the scalps, suspended upon poles.* 

Zachariah McGirth. was the son of James McGirth, who 
was, as we have seen, an unprincipled but brave man, and a 
captain of a company of roi'ies, chirmg the revolutionary war, 
railed the " Florida Rangera," forming a part of a battalion 
commanded by his bi'othcr, Colonel Daniel McGirth. When 
the war terminated, Captain James Mo* drtii fled to the Creek 
nation, with his children, among whom was Zachariah. 'l.'he 
latter married n iLalf-breod Creek woman, named Vicey Curnells, 
had become wealthy, and was now an inmate of Fort Minis, 
with his wife and eight children. About ten o'clock, on the 
day- of (lie- massae!v, MeUirth Wintered a boat, with two of 
his negroes, and went out of Lake 'l.'ensaw into the Alabama, 
with the view of ascending that. river Lo his plantation, which lal3 
was situated bi.dow- Claiborne, for some- provisions. Reaching 
the Cut-Clf, in: heard a heavy discharge of guns at Fort 
Miins. With pain and anxiety, be continued to listen to the 
Jiivai 1 , and, running his boat a mile dov, n the river, in a small 

* I am indebted to Dr. Thomas G. Holmes, of Baldwin county, 
Alabama, for the prominent facta in the aforegoing narrative of the fall 
of Foil Mims. Ho 'nude nr,:B of the. Iinmblo affair a few years after 

tlu: jnaisaiMC took [ibioe, whi!.,' [Iio facts were i'n>h hi ins memory. J 
itlao conversed with Jist Sioadharn. of Jialewiii, and Lieutenant Peter 
Rttndon, the latter of whom 1 found in New -Or 'cans, who also escaped. 
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chapter bayou, resolved to remain there, being th-miy impressed with 
the belief thai the Indians had attacked the fort. Late in 
the evening the (icing ceased, and presently he saw clouds of 
'■ihiih • moke vise above the tovest trees, which was h-.i-.-ci.-i-i "ie-il 
by flames. Tin' unhappy- AleOirih no"' well knew Unit ail 
was lost, and thai, in fill probability. Ins family had ueri-hed 
in. the Names, i icing a hold man, like his father, bo resolved 
to go through tin.' swamp, with hi* negroes, to the fatal spot. 
When lie came within a quarter of a anile of the fort, he 
placed the negroes in a concealed place, and approached 
alone. All was gloomy find horrible. Dogs, in great num- 
ber, ran all over the wuods, terrified beyond measure. Seeing 
tli;\t tlie savages had left the rains, he returned for his ne- 
groes, ;md, a liuie filler twilight, cautiously advanced. Mc- 
Girth stood aghast at the horrible spectacle. Bodies lay in 
piles, in the sleep of death, bleeding, sealped. mutilated. His 
eyes everywhere fell upon forms half burned, up, but still 
1813 cracking and frying upon the glowing coals. In vain did he 
and his faithful slaves seek for the bodies of bis family. Pile 
after pile was turned over, but no discovery could be made, 
for the features of but few could be recognized. He turned 
his back upon the bloody place, crossed the swamp to his 
boat, and paddled down the Alabama to Mount Vernon, with 
a sad and heavy' heart. 

McGirth, now alone in the world, botanic a desperate man, 
ready to brave the greatest dangers for the sake of revenge. 
During the Creek war, he was often employed in riding ex- 
presses from the Tombigby to Georgia, when no one else 
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;:oui.d be found daring enough to go through the heart, of tlie chapter 

enemy's country. After a long service, amid such dangers, a 

friend accosted him one day, in Mobile, and told him some 

people desired to see him at the wharf. Repairing there, he 

saw — a common sight in those days— some wretched Indians. 

who had been captured. lie was asked if he '(new (hem. 

il. ■-':■■■ : ;ig, his wife and seven children advanced and em- 

in'iieed him. A torrent of joy and profound astonish ine.nl 

overwhelmed liira. He trembled like a leaf, and was. for 

some minutes, speechless. 

Many years before the dreadful massacre at Fort Mims, a 
Hi Hi! ImiiL'Tv Indian hoy, named Sa:iota -an orphan, bouse- 
le.s.s and friendless— stopped at the house of Vicey McGirth, 
She fed and clothed him, and he grew to athletic manhood, 
lie ;, lined the war party, and formed one of the expedi- 
tion against Fort Mims. Like the other warriors, lie was 
engaged in hewing and hacking the I'emalea to ph-ci-s. towards 
the dose of the massacre; when he suddenly came upon Mrs, 
McGirth and his foster-sisters. Pity and gratitude taking 
possession of his heart, ho thrust them in a corner, and nobly 
made his broad savage breast a rampart for their protection. 
The next day he carried them off, upon horses, towards the 
Coosa, under the pretence that he had reserved them from 
death for his slaves. Arriving at his home, he sheltered them, 
himtcd for them, and protected the.m from Indian brutality, 
One day lie told his adopted mother that he was going to fight 
Jackson, fit. Hie Horse- Shoe, and that, if he sltouid lie hilled, 
ahe must endeavor to reach her friends below. Sure enough, 
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Chapter the noblo Sa.nota soon 'ay among the slain at Cboloceo J'.ile- 
bixce. Mrs. McGirth now being without a protector, and in 
a hostile region, started oil' on toot, with her children, for 
Fort Claiborne. After mndi >ufferiug, they reached their de- 
serted farm, below Claiborne, where Major Blue, at the head 
of a company of horse, discovered these miserable objects, 
and carried them to "Mobile, where the interview just related, 
took place, with (lie astonished husband, who imagined that 
he had, some months before, surveyed their half-burnt bodies, 
upon the field of Fort Minis. His son whs the only member 
of his family who had perished upon that bloody occasion.* 

General Claiborne despatched Major Joseph P.Kennedy, 
with a strong detachment, to fort Minis, from bis licad-ipnar- 
ters at Mount Vernon, for the purpose of interring the dead. 

Seineinber 9 Upon arriving there, Kennedy found the air darkened with 
huz&mU, and hundreds of dogs, which had run wild, gnaw- 
ing upon the human cai'casses. The troops, with heavy 
hearts, succeeded in interring many bodies, in two I ;!!■:.;■■■ pit-, 
which they dug. "Indians, negroes, wlnie men, women and 
children, lay in one. promiscuous ruin. All were scalped, and 
the. females, of every age, were butchered in a- manner which 
neither decency nor language will, permit me to describe. The 
main building was burned to ashes, which were filU'd «ith 
bones. The plains and the woods around were covered with 

* Conversations wi'.li Coljnc! Keberi Jamr:.-, fii" Clarke county, Ala- 
bama, who often heard Vtel tiiib relate lasso paitic.ilars. McGirth, in 
1834, made the : 
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. "I ■ ■ . i ■ L :i'.ii : : i;>. All the houses were consumed by tire, except 
the block -bo use, and a part of the pickets. The soldiers and 
officers, with one voice, called on Divine Providence to revenge 
the death of out' murdered friends. , " 1 ' 

In drawing our aceonm of thin sanguinarv affair to a conclu- 
sion, it is proper to observe that General Claiborne was in no 
way to blame for the unfortunate result, lift corresponded with 
!'>:■;,»!■■■■.■, ':■ aril lioni hi i u almost '■ very day. and in his despatches 
constantly urged him Lo be prepared to meet the enemy. Clai- 
borne, from every quarter, received distressing messages implor- 
ing assistance, and we have already seen how judiciously ho dis- 
tributed his forces, as far us it. lay in Lis power, for their pro- 
tection, contrary to the instrnetior.s of Fionrnoy, wLo endea- 
vored to confute his operations chiefly to the (Ids? rice- of Mo- 
bile and the country below Ell Scott's line. Just before the 
attack upon Fort Minis, he headed a large diiaehrneut of 
horse, and rushed to the defence of the people at Kasley's 
station, upon the Tontbigby, near the Choctaw line, whom he 
was induced to believe a large party of Choc taws and Creeks 
intended shortly to attack. Tltey, hiiwever, did not appear, 
and, leaving a strong guard ibr the defence of that fort, he 
hastened back to .Mount Vernon, and arrived there at twelve 
o'clock at night, after a in arch of seventy miles that day. 
lie was there shocked to learn the faie of the garrison of 
Fort Minis. Supposing that he had already returned to 
Mount Vernon, lieaslcy addressed him a letter, two hours, 

* Major Kennedy's MS. report to General Claiborne. 



tosledbyGOQgle 



Till:: AMERICANS IN ;iHI!A\l,\ \N\) MiSsrSSil'i'L 



8 the Indians entered the- '/ate, declaring his ability 
to maintain the post a.gaiii-t any number of the enemy.* 
The major was as brave a man aa ever lived, but neither he 
nor his oftieers, attached to the Mississippi division, be'.ieved 
that the eiii'inv wove at hand, so often had reports ri-:u.-ln:d 
them, winch they pronounced untrue, because Lliey were not 
immediately realized, aa in the case of tlie negro who was 
whipped, iiud of the other, who was killed by the Indians, 
while tied up, ready to receive the lash.f 

* Beaslay's kf.er, I'm;:-,..: i!iiK>r.!» Ciiiljornii's MS. papers. 

f The people at Fort Pierce, when the attack was made at Fort 
■Vlims, lDU'l? their way. under J'.ieiiTcrinii; MnM«oniny, in Mrjiiiie, 
where ihi'V safely arrived. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

DARING OF HEATON— BLOODY SCENES— GAINES 
AND THE OHOCTAWS. 

While the larger body of Greets were destroying the 

people iit Fort .Minis, Francis, tin; prophet, at die head of a 
hundred \v;i[TKirs, was spreading his depredations in 'du; fork 
of the Alabama and Tombigby. Abner James and Hansom 
Kemball, with their large, families, being inmates of Fort 
Siiiquefield, and becoming dissatisfied at remaining among 
so miiiiy people, repaired to the honse of KembalL situated 
two miles from the fort. Here they were living, when Fran- 
cis suddenly surrounded the bouse, about three o'clock in the 
evening. Abner James, bis son Thomas, then fourteen years 
of age, and his daughter Mary, escaped, and fled to the fort, 
Isam Kemball, then sixteen years of aw, also safely reached 
>iii<|-.i. 'Tii/lds, and is now the clerk of tl;e Circuit Court of 
Clarke county. All the others were despatched with war- 
clubs, and scalped, 'Alter killing the stock and robbing tho 
house, the Indians retired to the swamps. In die early part 
of the night, a slight rain commenced, which, it is believed, 
revived Sarah Merrill, the married daughter of James, whom 
15* 



to^dbyGoogle 



286 TIIF, AMERICANS IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

chapter the Indians had supposed to be dead. She felt among 
the bodies, which lay thick around her, and found her little 
bo}', 1-wbIvo months old, who also, fortunately, was alive. 
Some warm milk from her breast revived him more and 
more. Taking him in Tier arms, she, with difficulty, got upon 
her i'ii-1, ami sluwly walked towards the fort. A v : 1 \ i 1 1 u 1 with- 
in a. half mile of dud. place, her bleeding wounds, weakening 
her at every step, forced her to place the babe by the side of 
a log, while she wont on and communicated his hiding-place 
to the anxious garrison. Some generous men boldly sallied 
out, found the boy, and brought, him to the fort. They are 
both now alive. The young woman was se\ ei'ely beaten with 
large clubs, and the scalp of the entire top of her head 
taken off. The savages skiag the little fellow against the 
side of the house, and cat around his head, but his hair being 
too short, t.hcy did not pull off his scalp. 

Hearing of the murders, Colonel Carson despatched from 
Fort Montgomery Lieutenant ISailey, with seven dragoons, 
and three men employed asspios, to bury the dead, and ascer- 
tain if the Indiana were numerous. Twelve bodies were con- 
veyed to .Fort 8mqueiic'd, in an ox-cart, and thrown into a 
pit, di!<f rii'iy yards from the ga.te. About the timo that the 
funeral ceremonies were closing, and while nearly the whole 
garrison wre engaged Lheivin, Francis suddenlv rushed, with 
a hundred warriors, down a hill, towards them. Tlie men 
snatched up the children, and every one of them reached the 
gate in time, except about ten women, at the spring, who 
were engaged in washing. The Indians, failing to cut off the 
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): et.rei.it of the n 

condition of these females, and rushed in Unit direction, to 
secure' them. Just. :it that moment, ham- Healon, who had 
been out cow-hunting. Titling up, with his long whip and 
largo pack of dogs, gave a tremendous crack, and, encoura- 
ging I lis canine army, charged upon the Indians. Sueli was lals 
the l'u r'y of the dogs, tliat the Creeks wore forced io halt and 
fight them, which enabled ]Teaton to cover the retreat of the 
women, until they arrived safely in th.e fort. His horse fell 
under him, from the- wound of an .Indian gun. but. rose again, 
and followed into ihe fort his heroic master, who had received 
no other injury than the riddling of his eoat with rifle-balls. 
Only one poor woman — a Mrs. Philips, who was in an ad- 
vanced state of pregnancy — wa3 overtaken and scalped. 

Heaton deserves to be remembered for this achievement— 
(in eminent, exemplification of bravery and presence of mind. 
The Indians now attacked the little stockade, but. a brave 
resistance repelled them, with the loss of eleven warriors. 
Then, securing (lie dragoon horse-, which bad been tethered 
outside the- wails, the savages rapidly retired. The Ameri- 
cans, Inning lost only one of their numlx-r, besides the unfor- 
tunate .Mrs. Philips, the next day evacuated SinquehekTs fori, 
and marched io Tort Madison, for better security, where the 

inmates of Forls Class and Lavfrr bad also flocked, swelling 

° September 4 
the population to over one thousand souls, including the com- 
mand of Colonel Carson, of two hundred and twenty men. 

Occasionally, the farmers were- accustomed to leave Fort 
Madison, for a few hours, to procure from their fields provi- 



ded b.Google 



288 THE AMERICANS IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI 

Ohapteb s ; 01 i S f or immediate use. A man, named r'isuer, with three 
" of his sons, set out for that, purpose, and, arriving at the farm, 

Septembers olle °f lne n °y 3 wns ^^ot in the back, while shelling some 
peas in the yard. Instantly rising up he made his escape to 
to the woods, .[lis father, then in the cane, miming out to 
learn the cause of the firing, was also severely wounded in 
the. back, but likewise made his way io ihe forest. The othei 
two sons, being in it different part of the field, fled tvt.hr- ivvt, 
and reported tin; death of their brother and father. The next 
day, however, they came in, bleeding horn (heir wound-,, and 
happily recovered. f: 

These things, following so closely upon the fall of Fort 
Minis, filled the whole population of the eastern section of 
the Mississippi Territory with the greatest panic imaginable, 
and every soul went, into some hind of defensive work. Fort 
Hawn, at Gullet's Bluff, contained a mixed population of 
three hundred and ninety-one souls, including sixty men 
under ; Captain James Powell, of the eighth regiment of Mis- 
sissippi militia. At Mount Vernon were two forts, lii.eraily 
paeked with people. Rankin's fort contained five hund- 
red and thirty persons— of whom only eighty-seven were 
eapable of hearing arms, hi consequence of the sickness which 
everywhere prevailed in these liltliy stockades. Fort Char- 
lotte, of Mobile, was also daily receiving families. To this 
place Judge Toulmhi and a number of his neighbors had 

* Conversations will] toe lute Colonel Ceranl W-. Cieagh, of Clarke 
county, Colonel Jere. A'.ivtill, of Mobile, and olliets. See, also, Clai- 
borne's MS. papers. 
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repaired. Perhaps greater iaqnietude existed at Xt Stephens 
than at any oilier point, if. indeed, any line of distinction 
can be drawn. Claiborne, all the time, was harassed by 
■.list resting messages, which hourly reached him, and his 
generous heart was racked, day and night, in revolving plaas 
to assist. I lion all ; but he was uaahle to do more than he had 
already accomplished, on account of the smallness of his army 
and the restrictions put upon him by the commander-in-chief. 
The enemy continued to spread . their depredations, distri- 
buting themselves in all directions, burning the abnin i. .in n 
houses, driving oil' the cattle, and herding the hogs in the 
corn-tiekls, to fatten, that their t'.csh might be in good order 
for their teas tings. Colonel (.'arson's condition was unknown 
So Claiborne, and, from the continued reports which he re- 
ceived, that, a combined attnek was soon to be made upon 
Fort Madison, the general transmitted liim an order to aban- 
don his post, and march to St, Stephens, which was deemed 
a more important, point to defend. The order was. d-iwHion- 
ij.ni. however, but Carson and his odieers viewed it as rather 
/,■■■!■< iii>>-:<:.i',f. IJe started, with all his force, to St. Stephens, 
accompanied by five hundred settlers, of all. ages and sexes. 
This created great consternation in the Fork, and Claiborne 
was unjustly denounced, for having abandoned the whole 
population of Clarke county. Bat if Carson had chosen to 
remain, it wovdd have fully accorded with the views of the 
general. The movement was unnecessary, and served to 
embolden the savages. When the evacuation took place, 
iFdilv citizens enrolled themselves, under Captain Fvan Aus- 
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chaptbr till and Captain Sam Dale, (the latter still suffering from the 
desperate wound which he received at Burnt Cora,) all of 

whi.ii« determined to stay within Fort Iladison. u> protect a 
number of citizens, who preferred to remain. A despatch 
from Claiborne, dated tin- 8th of September, urging Carson 
"not to abandon the fort, unless it. was dear that lie could 
not maintain it," arrived too late, as that officer was already 
in the neighborhood of St. Stephens.* 

The British were hovering along the- coast, to give their 
red friends countenance and aid. A British war schooner had 
atichi'ivd aL l.'eusaeola, with a large supply of munitions of 
s-..>-:.n ■■'.■!■ "i "' av - Afterwards, Mexco Gonzales Mauique, the Governor of 
rensacola, addressed a letter to W'eatherford and the Chiefs, 
congratulating them on their laie victory ;it Kort Minis, assu- 
ring them of' his constant aid, but dissuading them from 
setting fire to Mobile, as dial place properly belonged to the 
King of Spain, which his majesty would shortly re-oceupy.f 

While all was doubt and uncertainty as to the position 
which the Ohoetaws would assume, at this critical juncture, 
rushmatahaw, the most enlighteia-d and inrjuetitial Chief of 

that nation, rode to St. Stephens, ami proposed to II r. t • a'i: 

3. Gaines to enlist, several companies of his warriors in the 

'■ Oliubome's MS. laijicr*. 

\ Tliis letter was foi.otl in Wrallun tnJ'f house. :ii the Holy Ground, 
sevard months silia^vi-nk iinil is yo: iiiui>riir riie >1sj. jiiniersof (tono- 
i-iil C'liiili'iniL'. All ((-.est p;ipi:i- I'teni-b the nio.l iiu;iiliii;ib".i: cvidnicc 
of the coalition befwciai tb;; Hi^uiir.riln sin: E;:e!i-b, to exterminate the 
li Territory. 
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American cause. Gratified at the proposition, the latter chapter 
hastened with the Chief to Mobile, and had an interview 

with General Floi.irnoy, in Fort Charlotte, who strangely 
declined to receive the Choctaws as United States soldiers. 
With deep mortification, Gaines and the Chief returned to 
S ; .. >Li-j)hrms, and while the citizens, who had snri'minded 
them when they code up. were cursing Flounioy for his folly, 
a horse was seen at a distance, hearing a rider with great 
speed. Flounioy had reconsidered (he matter, and Iiad sent 
a messenger, authorizing Gaines to go into the Choctaw na- 
tion to raise troops. The people gave, a shout, and all hearts. 
were made glad. Every one had feared that the Choctaws 
would join the Creeks, and now, through the influence, of 
Pushmatahaw, it was believed tliey would actually assist the 
Americans. Tn company with Colonel Hood AleCrew and 
the Chief, Gaines departed immediately for the Choctaw 
country, with no other provisions than some jerked beef. 
Colonel John M.eKee, aa'eaf of the Chickasaw?, met Ihem at 
Peachland's, where they held a consultation, while Pushma- 
tahaw' went home, to assemble his people in council. They 
were living under three distinct governments : the eastern 
district was governed by I'ushmalahaw, the western by Puck- 
shenubbee, and the north-western by Mushelatubba. In a 
few days Gaines reached the conijcil-^round, where over five 
thousand Choctaws were encamped. Pushmatahaw harangued 
them in a long speech, full of eloquence and ingenuity, in 
which he said, among many oilier things, " You know Tecum- 
seh. He is a bad man. 1 le came through our nation, but 
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chapter did not turn our heads. lie went among the Muscogees. and 
got many of them to join him. You know the Tensaw peo- 
ple. They were our friends. They played ball with us. 
They sheltered and fed us, whenever we went to l'cusneola. 
Where are they now ? Their bodies rot al. Sam Minis' s plane. 
Tlir |:io].:i.' at St. Stephens ;w' also our friends. The Museo- 
gees intend to kill them too. They want soldiers to defend 
them, (lie here drew out his sword, and flourishing it. 
added :) You ci.m all do as you please. Yon arc all freemen. 
1 dictate io none of you. But I shall join the St. Stephens 
people. If you have a mind to follow me, I will lead you to 
glory and to victory 1" A warrior rose up, slapped his hand 
upon his breast, and said : '" I am a man 1 I am a man 1 I 
will follow you ■" All of them now slapped their breasts, a gene- 
ral shout went up, and Gaines was ulled with ;,oy at. the result. 
In the meantime. Colonel McTCee was equally successful 
with the Cbiekisaws, being greatly aided in his efforts by the 
181 ^ influence of John Peachland. McKee, at the head of a large 
force of Chickasaw*, marched to the Tuscaloosa Falls, to at- 
tack the Creek town at that place, hut found it reduced to 
ashes. The inhabitants had fled. Returning to Pcachland's, 
at the mouth of the Ootibaha, the force sepi.rat.ed, one party 
going to their homes and the other to St. Stephens, to join 
General Claiborne, wdio had laudably c.v.-r'.ed himself to pro- 
cure the aid of these powerful tribes.'* 

* Conversations with Mr. George S. Gdnea. See Claiborne's MS. 
papers. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

BATTLES OF TALLASEHATOHE, TALLADEGA AND 
AUTTOSE. 

The arrival of an express, at Xa.shvili.e, with letters from 
Mr. George S. Gaines to General Jackson mid the governor, 
conveying the disti'Gsifiti.ti - inte!li[>vucc of the massacre at Fort 
Minis, and imploring their assistance, created great excite- 
ment, and the Temiesseans volunteered their services to 
avenge the outrage. General Jackson, at the head of a large 
ibree, passed through nnr.isville, crossed the Tennessee at 
Ditto's Landing, and joined (Colonel Coilee, who had been 
desjiatrheii in advance, and who had criemnpeil opposite (lit 
upper end of an island on the .south side of the river, three 
miles above the I audi tie;. Remaining here a short time, the 
army advanced higher up, to Thompson's Creek, to meet sup- 
plies, which had been ordered down from East Tennessee. 
In the meantime, Colonel Coffee marched, with six hundred 
horse, to Black Warrior's town, upon the river of that name, 



a hundred miles distant, whi 
found it abandoned. Collecti 
of corn, he rejoined the mai 



eh he destroyed by fins, having 
about throe hundred bushels 
army at Thompson's Creek, 
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chapter vvilhi.mf having seen an Indian, Kst.ablishhig :< defensive dc- 
pot at this ]J;ik. i-all.'il fort I >o| 10* ire, .liLekson, with great dif- 

Ocwborss fi 011 '^! ca ^ h' s lva y oveL ' in '"' mountains to Wills' Creek, where, 
being out of broad, ho encamped several days, to allow his 
foraging parties to collect provisions. The c.ontructciiB had 
entirely failed to meet their engagements, and his army had, 
for some days, been in a perishing condition. 

.Jackson despatched (.'oloncl l\yer, with two hundred cav- 
alry, to attack the village of I.ittefu tehee, situated, at the 
head of Canoe Creek, twenty miles distant. They arrived 

Ontoiiersa there at four o'clock in (lie morning, burned down the town, 
and returned with twenty-nine prisoners, consisting of men, 
women and children. Another detachment, sent out to bring 
in beeves and corn, returned with two negroes and four In- 
dians, of the war party. These prisoners, together with two 
dlher-- brought in by < 'Id Cbhmobe and his son, were sent to 
Ihinr.svihe. 

The Creeks having assembled at the town of Tallascbatehe, 
thirteen mih-s from the camp, the commander-in-chief des- 
patched Cirice, now promuted to the rank of brigadier-geiio- 
I'lil with one thousand men, with one-half of whom he was 
directed to attack the enemy, and with the other half to scour 
the country near the Ten Islands. Tor the purpose of covering 
his "j erations. Richard Brown, with a company of ( Iraeka and 
Clieri.ikees, wearing on their bead- distinguishing badge* of 
white feathers and deer's vails, accompanied the expedition, 
Iv.irdin^' the Coosa at the fish l.'am. four miles above the 
islands. Coffee advanced to Tallasi-hatche, surrounded it at 
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the rising of the sun, and was fiercely met by tins savages, on apt: 

with whoops and the sounding of drums — the prophets being 
in advance. Attacking the demy companies, they were soon 
surrounded by the troops, who charged then: with great 
slaughter. Alter a short but terrible action, eight y-l'our 
women and children were made prisoners, while the bodies of 
one hundred and eighty-six warriors were counted upon the Novenibe 
field, where, unavoidably, sonic women uko perished. Many 
other bodies lav concealed in the weeds. Five Americans 
were hilled mid eighteen wounded. La to in the evening of 
the same day, Coffee re-crossed the Coosa, and reached he;,:.l 
quarters. Sot a solitary warrior begged for his life, and it is 
beiieved none eseaped to the woods. These prisoners were 
also sent to Huntsville. General Jackson, now forcing his 
way over the Coosa mountain, arrived at the Ten Islands. 
where he began to erect a second depot for supplies, which 
was protericd by strong picketing and block-houses, and 
wdiich received the name of Port Strother. 

In Lash ley's fort in the Talladega town, many friendly Creeks 
hail taken refuge. The war party, in strong force, had surround- 
ed them so effectually, that not a solitary warrior could escape 
from the fort unseen, to convey to the American came intelli- 
gence of their critical condition. One night, a prominent 
Indian, wiio belonged to (he Hickory Ground town, resolved 
to escape io the lines of Jackson, by Indian stratagem. He 
threw over him the skin of a large hog, with the head and 
legs attached, and placing himself in a stooping position, 
went out of the fort and crawled about before the camps of 
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■ tlii- SioKtilcjs, grunting mid apparently rooting, until lie slowly 
got beyond the reach of their inwi, Then, discarding his 
swinish mantle, lie iied witli trie speed of lightning to Jack- 
son, who resolved iiiiincdiiLlelv to rolio\e these people. The 
coi tun and ci' -in -chief, leaving a small guard to protect his 
camp and sick, put his troops in million at the hour of mid- 
night, ami forded the Coosa, here six hundred yards wide, 
with a rocky, uneven bottom. Kaeh horseman carried be- 
hind him a footman, until the whole army was over. Late 
liu.lL evening he encamped within six miles of Talladega, At 
s four o'clock the next morning, -Jackson sun'ou tided the enemy, 
making a v.ide circuit, with twelve hundred infantry ami ■: ■ I lj.1 i 1 
hundred cavalry. The hosiiks, to the number of one thous- 
and and eighty, were concealed in a. thick shrubbery that cov- 
ered the margin of a small rivulet, and at eight o'clock they 
received a heaiy lie from the advance guard under Colonel 
Carroll. Screaming and veiling most horribly, tho enemy 
rushed foith in the direction of General lloberts' brigade, a 
few companies of which gave way at (he first fire. Jackson 
directed Colonel Bradley to fill the chasm with his regiment, 
which had not advanced in a line with the others ; hut that 
officer failing to obey the order, Colonel Dyer's reserve dis- 
mounted, and met the approaching enemy with great firm- 
ness. The retreating militia, mortilicd at. seeing their places 
30 promptly filled, recovered their ibrmer position, and dis- 
played much bravery. The action now la-came g-eneral along 
the whole line, while the Indians, who had at first fought 
courageously, were now seen flying in all directions. But, 
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owing to tlw halt of Bradley's regiment, and the cavalry ' 
under Alcorn ■ having taken too wide- a circuit, many escaped 
to tin;- mojiiib.ii is. A general charge w;is made, and the v.ood 
for miles was covered with dead savages. Their loss was 
very great, and could not be ascertained. However, two hun- 
dred and ninety-nine bodies were counted on the main field. 
Fifteen Americans were killed, and eighty-five wounded. The 
latter were conveyed to .Fort Ktrother iu litters made of raw 
hides. The fort contained one hundred and sixty friendly 
warriors, with their wives and children, who were all to have 
been butchered the very morning that Jackson stacked their v 1S1 l er9 
assailants. Never was a party of poor devils more rejoiced 
at being relieved. General Pillow of the infantry, Colonel 
Lauderdale of the cavalry, Major Boyd of the mounted rifle- 
men, and Lieutenant Barton, were wounded — the last named 
mortally. Colonel Bradley v.as arrested tor disobedience of 
orders, hut was released without a trial. Jackson huried his 
dead, and marched back to Fort. Strother as rapidly as possi- 
ble, for he was out of provisions. Arriving there, he was November] 
mortified to find none at that point for him.* 

About the time that the .Middle and. \Vest Tennessee vol- 
unteers flocked to the standard of Jackson, a large body of 
volunteers from Fa~t Tennessee render ouscd to march to the 

* A portion of t.lir Ti;i;:ii!i. : j;:i I.Kiidi.'-iiekl i~. now (IriSl) embraced 
« illJu I lie limits 'if lllr :n.\iiiiil'..i : : .m.i llo:;iitliinii- Ami'lieaii I '.:■>■.■:■! of liuit 
name, which contains a pupuJuTion of Rear two thousand, and is situ- 
ated in a delightful lalluy, widi mnijniiioiriii mour.tain scenery in view. 

vol. it. ie 
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onAPTEH seat of war under Major-Gone ral Jolm Cocke. Shortly r tt'to i ■ - 
wards, General White, commanding it detachment of one 
thousand men, belonging to Cocke's force, advanced to Turkey 

NovBinberj Town. From this place lie reported to Jackson that lie 
would, the next day, march in the direction of head -quarters, 
and should, in the meantime, be glad to receive lib orders. 

November? Tile, latter ordered him to march to Fort Strother, and protect 

tint I'liid' during his ab-i'mc:: to TallrHlega, whore, he hi 'Hi if.! 

him, he intended immediately to march to the relief of the 
garrison of Lash ley's fort. While White was on the march 
to Fort Strother, to oomph ivith this requisition, he received 
a despatch from General Cocke, ordering him to alter his 

route, Had form a junction with hiin Lit the month of the Chat- 
tooga. This order he obeyed, preferring to comply with the 
commands of Cocke rather thi'.n those of Jackson, although 
the latter was generally considered the commander-in-chief 
of all the troops from Tennessee. Jackson was shocked at 
receiving ii!i. account ol the retrograde march of White, and 
that, too, at a late hour of night, previous to the battle of 
Talladega ; and it determined him to attack the Indians forth- 
with, and rush back to Fort Strother, noiv left with a very 
feeble protection. 

However, before General White had reached Turkey Town, 
his advance-guard, consisting of four hundred Cherokees and 
a few whites under Colonel Gideon Morgan and John Low- 
rey, advanced upon the town of Tallasehatche on the evening 
of the 3d November, and fouud that it had that morning 
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been destroyed by Coffee. Collecting twenty of the wound" 
Indians, they returned with them to Turkey Town. 

The mischiefs of a want of concert between the East and 
West Tennessee troops — growing out of a jealousy of the 
former, and a strong desire to share some of the glory which 
the latter had already squired in the few battles they had 
fought — were, in a very few days, made quite apparent. 
Through liotert Graison, an aged Scotchman, the Hillabees 
(a portion of whom fought Jackson at Talladega) made offers 
of peace, to which the general immediately and willingly ac- 
ceded. At that very time, and when Crayon had hastened 
back with the favorable, reply of Jackson, General White sur- 
rounded the Jiillabce town early in the morning, and effected Nov '^ e[ J8 
a complete surprise, killing sixty warriors and taking two 
hundred and fifty prisoners. The Hillabees, it is asserted, 
made not the slightest resistance. At all events, not a drop 
of Tennessee blood was spilt. '.Hie other liillauee towns, 
viewing this as flan-rant treachery on the part of Jackson, 
became the most relentless enemies of fhe Americans, and 
afterwards fought them with fiendish desperation. The de- 
struction of this town was in pursuance of the orders of Gene- 
ral Cocke. White, in marching down, had already destroy- November 13 
cd Little Ocfuske and Genalga, boih of which had been aban- 
doned by the inhabitants, with the exception of five warriors, 
who were captured at the former. 

General Cocke having given up the ambition of achieving 
separate victories, was now prepared to co-operate with .l;iek- 
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chapter son, anil for that purpose- joined hfm at Fort Strother with 
fourteen hundred men. He was sent, by (lie commander-in- 

Deeemliw 12 chief, back to Kast Tennessee, with a portion of Iris command, 
whose term of service had nearly expired, with orders to raise 
fifteen hundred men, and rejoin him in the Creek nation. 

Georgia, no less patriotic than 'l.'eniKssoe. soon came tot-he 
relief of her brethren of the Mississippi Territory. Briga- 
dier-General John Fioyd crossed tlie- Ockmulgee, Flint and 
Cbaiiahooehio, and advanced near the Tallapoosa, with an 
army of nine hundred and fifty militia, and four hundred 
friendly Indians, piloted by Abram Mordeeai, the Jew trader. 
of whom we have so often had occasion to speak. Before 

Koiw.'jtv si Sunrise, on a Cold lYo-ty morning, I'lnyd nrr :i..-\.. -.. 1 :l.e i r,-. \;<. 
who were assembled in great force at the town of Auttose, 

which was situated on. flic east haul; of the Tallapoosa, at the 
month of the Calehee Creek. Booth's battalion, which com- 
posed the right column, marched from the centre — "Watson's 
composed the- loft, and marched from, its tight, l.'pou the 
flunks- wen: the rifle companies of Adams and Merri weather — 
thi- latter commanded by Lieutenant l.l.eudon. The artillery, 
under Captain Thomas, advanced in the road in front of the 
rigid I'ohiiuii. (ieueral Floyd intended to surround the town, 
ljv throwing the right wing on Calebee Creek, at the mouth 
of which he was in'omted the town stood, and resin.;: '.lie 
left on the river bank below il ; but the dawn of day exhibit- 
ed, to his surprise, a second town, about five hundred yards 
below. It was now necessary to change the plan of attack, 



to S i e dbvGoog[e 



THE AMERICANS IN ALA13AMA AM) .Y1.ISSISS11TI. 3Q]_ 

by advancing three companies of infantry to tlie lower town, chapter 
accompanied by Merri weather's rifles, and two troops of light 
dragoons commanded by Captains Irwin and Steele. The 
remainder of the army marched upon the upper town, and 
soon the battle became u'-iu-ral. The !n<!i;i:is ;.:■ first advimc- 
s: i.l. ami i'oiiij,-hi wi;h great resolution; but the five from the 
arililerv, with the charge of the bavonets, drove them into 
the out-houses and thickets, in rear of the town. Many con- 
eeali-d themselves in caves cut in the bluff of the river, here ,.: 1 " 1 . 3 .. ,., 
thickly covered with cane. The admirable plans of General 
Floyd for the extermination of the foe, were not properly 
executed, owing to the failure of the friendly Indians to cross 
the Tallapoosa to the west side, and there cut off all retreat. 
The difficulty of the ford and the coolness of the morning 
deterred them, as they stated; but fear, in all probability, 
was the prime cause. They now irregularly fell back to the 
rear of the army. However, the Cowetas under Mcintosh, 
and the Tookabatchas under the Mad Dragon's Son, fell 
into the ranks, am! fought with great bravery. The hour of 
nine o'clock witnessed the itbanilmnnem of the ground by the 
enemy, and the eon fag rati on of the houses. Prom the num- 
ber of bodies scattered over the field, together with those 
burnt in the houses and slain on the bluff, it is believed that 
two hundred must have perished, among whom were the 
King's of Tallase and Auttose. The number of buildings 
burned, some of which were of fine Indian architecture and 
rilled wiih valuable article-*, amounted to about torn: hundred. 
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Tins Americans had eleven tit.-: - 1 ■ killed and fifty four wounded. 
Tin: frierellv Indians had several killed rind wounded. Im- 
portant services were rendered by .Adjuiaat-GeneralKewnan, 
the aids Majors Crawford and Pace, and the surgeons Wil- 
liamson and Clopton. Major Freeman, at the head of Irwin's 
cavalry and part of Steele's, made hold charges upen the In- 
dians, completely routing them. The companies led on hy 
Captains Thomas, Adams, Barton, .\iyriek, Little, King, Broad- 
nax, Cleveland, Cunningham, Lee, and Lieutenant Hcndon, 
fought with gallantry. Brigadier- General Shackleford per- 
formed efficient services in successful ly '..ringing the troops 
into action, and Adjutants 'Montgomery and liroadnas exhi- 
bited activity and courage. The battalion of Major Booth 
was properly brought into action, and that of .Major "Watson 
fought with commendable spirit. The cavalry under Irwin, 
Patterson and Steele, charged with success when opportunities 
wore afforded. Great heroism was displayed by Quarter- 
Master Terrill, wdio, though hadly wounded, escaped after his 
horse was shot under him, The horse of Lieutenant Strong 
was shot under him, and he made a narrow escape. In seven 
days the troops had marched one hundred and twenty miles, 
and fought this battle. Being now sixty miles from the depot 
of provisions, and. the rations of the troops being nearly ex- 
hausted, Floyd, after the dead had been interred and the 
wounded properly attended, began the retrograde march to 
Fort Miteheii, upon the Oitattahoochie. On ascending Iley- 
don's Hill, a mile ervst of the battle-ground, many of the 
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Creeks rallied and fievi'dy attached liis rear ; but after a fe 
round? they were dispersed.* 

* Upon the campaign- of I hi: Touru^naii; dri .lacksori and Cocke, 

and the Georgians !..':■ -Floyd, I Imvc coii?i.ilt;--l lac various works and 

!,'ibli:; iJMnnii'iits upon l!i(! ,a1c s,ii', such as ;i-,o- lives of l:'.di: : o« by 
Kendal], Cobbett, Eaton and Waldo, Rnaaell'a " History of tha War," 
Brae ken rklge's History of tae Liii.o War, am] the various American 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

REMARKABLE CANOE FIGHT— BATTLE OF HOLY 
GROUND— MARCH TO CAHAWBA OLD TOWNS, 

Re'Idksinu again to the seat of war, in the fork of the 

Tomhigl.il- and Alabama, it will be seen thru; Colonel William 
MoGrew advanced in pursuit of a party of the enemy, "with 
uvonry-fvo monnied miliiiit. Coining upon them at, Tallu- 
hatta, or Barslii Creek, a spirited, action ensued. Colonel 
iMeGrew was killed, together with three of his company — 
the- two Griffins and Edmund Mile? — which put the remain- 
der of the Americans to flight. 

General Elournoy, who had restricted the operations of 
Claiborne to those of a defensive character, now ordered the 
latter to advance with his array, for the purpose- of do Lending 
the citizens, while employed in gathering their crops ; to drive 
the enemy from the frontiers, to follow them np to their con- 
tiguous towns, and to " kill, bum and destroy all their negroes, 
hordes, cattle, and oilier properly, that cannot (:oi;vejiii:nily 
bc brought to the depots." General i'lournoy admitted, in 
the same order, that such usage was contrary to that of civi- 
lised nations, but stated that the conduct of Great Britain 
and the acts of her Indian allies fully justified it. On the 
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same day that these instructions! were received, Claiborne, at CHAr-TBK 
the head of Major Mind's Mississippi dragoons, a part of the. 
twelve months volunteers, and some companies of militia, 
marched from St. Stephen*, crossed the Tombigby, and pro- 

l'-.i. 'iv an indirect route, Lo the northi!i':i boundary, svhcro 

Colonel McGrew had fallen. lie found the body of that octoiicrie 
officer, and those of the privates, and interred them with 
military honors. On the march, small bodies of the enemy 
hovered aro-.md, but could not be brought into action. A 
picket of infantry was attacked, from an ambuscade, and 
three of them wounded; but before Major Hinds, who was a 
little in the rear, could come up, the assailants leaped down a 
precipice, and escaped the pursuit of Captain Fosters de- 
tachment. Kemainrng' two J;m at Fort liasF-i , upon Makers 
Bluil, Claiborne scoured the whole country with detachments. 
In these expeditions he had live of his men severely wounded, 
among- whom was (.'apt. William hiradberry, who had acted so 
bravely al.BuniL Com. lie was carried biiekto St, Stephens, 
and tli ere died in great agony. Failing tolling (he Indians to 
action, being convinced il.iat they were in very iiieoii-Mia;-.:i!i' 
force, and beeoruiug destitute oi' subsistence, Claiborne march- 
ed to " Pine Levels,'' in the neighborhood of some good farms, 
a mile east of the Tombigby. From this point he sent spies odoberSO 
to the Alabama, He also sent a despatch to Floumoy, re- 
questing him tosidler all the disposable force to march imme- 
diately to the Oreek country.* 



to^dbyGoogle 



THK AMRRICANf 7iN 7 AJ.A7tA.AiA AND MT^JSH'[7-T!'. 



The Indians were everywhere committing depre 
small parties, ami occasional!'.- some of the settlers were killed. 
Tandy Walker, Benjamin Foster, and Evans, a colored 
man, had been despatched, by the citizens of Fort Madison, 
across the Alabama, in an eastern direction, as spies. Ap- 
proaching the late battle-ground, at Burnt Cora, they came 
upon a small camp of the enemy, upon whom they fired from 
a concealed position. The Indiana fled with great precipi- 
tancy, while the spies seized some horses, plundered the 
camp, and retreated to Siseiuoro's Ferry. Here, late at night, 
while reposing in the cane, guns were fired upon them, and 
Evans was instantly killed. Walker escaped, with a wound 
in the side and a broken arm, but, the next day, crossed the 
Alabama upon a cane raft, and reached Fort Madison, whete 
Foster, having already arrived, had reported his death.* 

Captain Samuel Dale, havijig now sufficiently recovered 
from his wounds, oUtaincd the consent of Colonel Carson, who 
had returned to Fort Madison, to drive these small parties of 
the enemy from the frontiers. ] )ale was joined by a detach- 
ment of thirty of * iapi.ain Jones's Mississippi volunteers, under 
Lieutenant Montgomery and forty Clarke county militia, Ge- 
rard W. Creagh — the same who was attached to his company 
at Burnt Com — was his lieutenant upon this occasion. This 
expedition marched in a northern direction, visiting the aban- 
doned plaulations, ami frequently discovering old traces of 
Indians. Dale returned to the fort, and, Hie next day, march - 
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ed south -eastward! y. 'juvurdi l->:-iiaiirr's Landing, now French's, 
where an Indian negro, named Ciesnr, who was in company. 
had two canoes concealed in the cane. In these they crossed 
the Alabama, at the close of the day, and bivouaced on the 
eastern hank. They were thiu!y clad, and the frost was severe. 
Wlio n the sua tirsl made its appearance over the tall caries. . 
Captain Dale put his command in motion, and marched up 
[he eastern, bank, after having placed the canoes in charge of 
Jeremiah Austill, with si\ men, with orders to keep the boats 
parallel with those who marched on foot. Arriving opposite 
the farm of the late Dixon Bailey, who had heroically lallei: 
at Fort Mims, as we have .seen, Dale entered the boats, went 
over to the place, and discovered fresh signs of the mysterious 
foe, with whose habits he was so well acquainted. 'So sooner 
isiid he returned to his command, on the eastern side, than 
Anstill discovered a canoe, occupied by Indians, descending the 
river, whom he immediately approach ed. They tacked about, 
padd'-'il up !lie river, and disappeared in the thick eune, near 
the mouth of Randon's Creek. A few minutes only elapsed 
before a heav; ihing ensued, rip the creek, where tin' expedi- 
tion had encountered some savages on horseback— Captain 
Dale's rifle, which unhorsed one of these Indians, having 
given the alarm. The yell was raised, and they made an 
attempt to charge ; but the hot fire of the Americans com- 
pelled them to make a precipitate retreat, with one of their 
number killed and several severely wounded. 

In the meantime, Austill had reached Randon's plantation, 
with the canoes, a quarter of an hour in, advance of the main 
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!K party.* When lIhsv came up. Dale ordered r 1h.mii to cross to 
the western side, a; it. was found imprarlirahl'-' to coiitinne the 
route on the eastern, on account of the cane and thick vines. 
While the company of Captain -Tones or Lieutenant Mont- 
gomery was being ferried over, Captain Dale, Jere. Anstill, 
Lieutenant Croagh. James Smith, John K.lliotf, a bali'-breed, 
Brady, and pis others, occupied a position in a small field, 
between a sand bluff and the river, where, kindling a fire, 
they began to boil some beef and roast a few potatoes, for 
their 1 1 l i ■ i ■ i . i 1 1 ii~ repast. "When all the command had passed 
the river except these men, and immediately after the negro. 
Cresar, had returned, with the smaller canoe, the men from 
the- western side gave the alarm thai ihe Indians were vapidly 
descending upon those who occupied tin; little licld. They 
sprang up from their hasty meal, retreated to the river-side, 
and were partially screened from the enemy's fire by a small 
bank. While in this perilous situation, hemmed in by the 
Indians and the river, their attention vims directed to a large 
flat-! lotion led canoe, containing eleven warriors. Naked, and 
painted in a variety of fantastic- colors, while a panther-skin 
I'jieirel'.-d the head of the Chief, and extended down his back, 
these Indians presented a picturesque and imposing appear- 
ance. For some reason, those- in the rear now retired, leaving 
Dale and his little party free to attack those in the eanoe 
..The red voyagers, apparently unapprised of their danger, 

* Randon whs a wealth;' Irxli'm cfiuntrymtm, who was masaaured at 
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glided gently down the river, sitting erect, with their guns CHAPTBE 
before them. Dale and his party immediately opened a fire 
upon them, which tliey promptly returned. Several rounds 
were .after wards e\'c'aariged, resulting, however, i" Ijnt little 
injury, as I In'; Indians now lay flat in the canoe, exposmg 
ju.'Uiin;: l>ul (heir heads. At length, two of the latter, cau- 
tiously getting into tlie water, swam for the shove, above the 
held, holding l.keh guns dry above their lieads. They --wain 
near the land, above the month of a stream, over whose 
muddy bottom Aiistill and Smith crossed with diilicully, to 
pursue them. When near the Indians, ibe buebslon ^gg'a- 
of Ai.still, suspended bv a band around his waist, fell about 
his feet, from the weight of water in them, causing him to 
slip, and be procipitab'd down tins bluff. A.i that moment, a 
ball from Smith's unerring rit'e perforated the head of one of 
tin: Indians, who immediately turned out upor. !iis back, and 
then sank. 'J.'ite oilier gained Ibe l.iatd; and ascended it, keep- 
ing Smith off with his gun, which lu- pretended was charged. 
Austil!, who had now gained the top of the bluff, pursued 
lire Indian up tin; stream, when a gun war- fired, the contents 
of which parsed just, over his head. Imagining himself among 
the euemv, and hesitating for a moment, the savage < scaped. 
The iire proved to be bout Lieutenant l.'reagh':-, gun, who, in 
the thick cane, supposed Auslill. to be the warrior, in whose 
pursuit be was likewise engaged. While these things were 
rapidlv transpiring, 1 >alo ordered the large- canoe to he n 
on the opposite shore, and to be brought over, to capture 
Indians who were still in their canoe. Eight men spi 
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chapter into it, but having approached near ''tioiigli !<> see, tils: ji.uml.ipf 
of fierce warriors still alive, and ready Id defend themselves 
to desperation, this cautious party rapidly paddled back to 
the western side. The exaspci'ated Dale now proposed that 
some of his men should follow him, in the small canoe, which 
was immediately acquiesced in. Dale leaped down the bank, 
into the boat, and was followed by Smith and Austin. All 
the others were anxious to go, bin it aiibrded room for no 

November la mol ' e - The nohlc CscssLv paddled towards the Indian's canoe, 
and, when within twenty yards of it, the three resolute Ame- 
ricans rose, to give iliein a broadside; but only the gun of 
Smith fired, for the other two had, unfortunately, wet then 
priming. Cscsar was ordered to paddle up, and to place his 
boat side by side with that of the warriors. Approaching 
within ten feet, On.: Chief, rooojrmziiig 1.* ale, exclaimed, "Now 
for it, Big Sam !"* At the same instant, he presented his 
gun at Austin's breast That brave youth struck at him with 
an oar, which he dodged, and, in return, he brought down his 
rifle upon Austin's head, just as the canoes came together. 
At that moment, the powerful arms of Smith and Dale raised 
their long rifles, which came down, with, deadly force, and 
felled the Chief to the bottom of the canoe — his blood and 
brains bespattering its sides. Such was the force of the blow 
inflicted by Dale, that his gun was broken near the lock. 

* Dale had long been a trader among the Indians, and, on account 
of his prowess and large name, was familiarly called by ihem "Big 
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Seizing the Heavy barrel, still left,, lie, did great execution with ' 
it, to the end of the combat. Austill, in a moment, engaged 
with the second warrior, and then with a third, both of whom 
he despatched with his eiubbed rifle. Smith, too, was equally 
active, Having knocked down two Indians. Cseaar had, by 
this time, got the canoes close together, and Held them with 
a mighty grasp, which enabled Dale, who was in the advance, 
and the others, to maintain a firm footing, by keeping their 
feet, in both canoes. These brave men now mowed down the 
savages, amid the encouraging shouts of the men on hoth 
sides of the river, who had a full view of the deadly conflict. 
In the midst of this unparalleled striie, a lusty Indian struck 
Anst.ill with a war-Hub, whie.H felled Him across the sides of 
the two boats, and, while prostrate, another Had raised His club 
lo dash out, his brains, when Dale, by a timely blow, buried 
his heavy ri He, barrel deep in the warrior's skull. In the M 
meantime, Austill recovered his feet, and, in a desperate 
Seattle wb.h another savage, knocked him into the river with 
the club which he had wrested from Him. The only word 
spoken during the ii^ht was the exclamation of the Chief, 
upon reeOii'ni/h;j>' 1 lale, and the request of C:esar, for Dale to 
make use of Ms bayonet and musket, which he handed to 
him. Having laid all the warriors low, these undaunted 
Americans began to oast them into the bright waters of the 
Alabama, their native stream, now to be their grave. Every 
time a savage was raised up from the bottom of the canoe, by 
the head and heels, and slung into the water, the Americans 
upon the banks sent up shouts, loud and long, as some slight 



tosledbyGoOgle 



g-j_2 THE AMERICANS IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

chapter revenge for the tragedy of Fori, \lims. Just as the Inst- body 

xxxyi. f om]| j jjg -wat^fy grave, a ball, shot by the Indians from the 

eastern side, struck one of theeacoes, and was. followed by other 

discharges, hut without effect. After the fight had ended, 

eight aihlei.ie ludians were thrown out of the canoe. It will 
be recollected that there were eleven in the boat when first 
seen, and that two of them had swum ashore, and flic other 
one Austill had knocked out before the conflict ended. 

The Indian canoe presented a- sight unusually revolting — 

scleral inches deep in savage blood, thickened with clods of 

brains and hunches of hair. In this sanguinary bark, and 

the one paddled by Cesar, the nine Americans who had been 

1818 lef; „]i the eastern side were now vonveyed Hcrcss, ii> lie oppo- 

Novemlier 12 J \ c 

site bank, where the heroes received the wai'iri congratulations 
of their companions, who cvultingiy surrounded them. 

The expedition then marched up to Cornell's Ferry, two 
miles distant, and, seeing no more of the enemy, and being 
out of provisions, returned that night to Fort Madison. It is 
remarkable, that no one received the least injury, except Aus- 
till, whose head and arms were severely bruised.* 

A short biographical sketch of there heroes may not be 



* Conversions with Colonel Gerard W. Creagh, who witnessed the 
canoe fight, while standing in lull view, upon the eastern bank of the 
Alabama, and Colonel Jeremiah A list ill, of Mobile, one of the heroes. 

Among the MS. papers of General C'iiibonio 1 abo found the report of 
Captain It. Jones, of i.lie fii-sr. legimiait of Mississippi Volunteers, re- 
spouliiig the " (jujjiic liybi," vvl.ieh fixi/a iho <la:e of tbut ii flair. 
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uninteresting, after it recital of their ■, in surpassed "hand-to- 
hand" fight, in tlie unsteady canoes, on flic deep Alabama. 

Jeremiah Anstill was born near the Oconee Station, in 
Pendleton District, South-Carolina, on the 10th August, 1794. 
His lathe.':, Captain Evan A.uslilL has already been mentioned, 
as one of those who boldly remained to defend Fort Madison, 
after it had been evacuated \>\ Colonel Carson, !Tis mother 
was the only sister of Colonel David Ink's, who died in this 
State, in 1820. At the time of the canoe expedition, Jere, 
Aaslill was nineteen years of age, and weighed one. hundred 
and seventy-five pounds, without any surplus flesh. He was 
bold, active and strong, ami. had been raised upon the Indian 
frontiers, liaving lived some time at the Ajr'-tn-.y, in the Chero- 
kee nation. Ileis siill a resilient of Mobile, and is n -a.- . b. I a- 
a respectable gentleman. Since the canoe tight, ho lias, ailed 
several important offices, and represented the people of Mo- 
bile in the legislature. His eountenanee is open and manly, 
his eyes keen and piercing, of a dark browai color, his form 
is erect, and his step elastic. Even now, at the age of fifty- 
six, Colonel Austill is capable of being a ve.iy troublesome 
adversary, in a desperate rencounter, although one of the 
most aeaceable and. amiable men in the country, in the ordi- 
nary pursuits of lite. 

James Smith was a native of Georgia, of low stature, well 
set,' weighed one hundred and sixty-five pounds, and was 
twe.niv-iive years of age at the period of the canoe i : ;;-k. 
He was a brave, daring, frontier man, and died in East Missis- 
sippi, several years ago. He was a man of great prowess, 
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chapter fi.in:! hod Killed seu-ral Indians in former c-xi..cvlitu>sis. He was 
admired by every one for his courage, honesty, and willing- 
ness to defend Lis country, at all times and under all circum- 
stances. 

Captain Sainncl Dale, of Irish extraction, was born in 
i;..' 1 ,',!-'.;!^,: county. Virginia, in 1772. In 1775, Ids father 
moved to Cladc Hot low, on the Clinch river, in the county of 
Washington, Virginia, and was actively engaged in the bor- 
der warfare of that day. In 1784, he removed, with his 
family, to the vicinity of I in Busborough, Georgia, where he 
purchased a farm, but, in a short time, was compelled to 
take refuge in Oarmichnei's Station, in consequence of the 
inroads of the Indians. Several desperate attempt!- were 
made to hum this fort, in one of which Captain Autery was 
slain. About this time. Mr. Dale and his v, i:'o did. ■ a\ ing 
eight children. Samuel, the subject of this memoir, who 
was the oldest, placed the children upon the farm, and joined 
a compimv ot' troopers, raised, by Captain lush, to watch the 
movements of the Creeks, which was soon after mustered into 
the federal service, and quartered on the Oconee, at a place 
called Foi't Mathews. Towards the close of 1794, this troop 
had several engagements with the savages, in which Dale 
displayed those traits which so distinguished his subsequent 
career— vigilance, perseverance, energy, and dauntless courage. 
At Oefuske, on (he Olmttahoochie, ho slew two Indians. 
Soon after, having been elected colonel, and stationed, at the 
head of a. separate command, at Port Republic, on the Apa- 
lacbe river, in Georgia, lie rendered etf'cicnt services, until the 
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.:■!■ aw !■: disbanded. Then he became a trader among the 
Greeks and Oherokees, purchasing his goods in Savannah, 
and exchanging them for cattle and ponies. He also acted 
in the capacity of guide, to many patties emigrating to the 
Mississippi Territory. He finally established a trading -ho use, 
in co -partnership with a half-breed, in what is now known as 
Jones county. Georgia, where he remained for some time. He 
was at Tookabatcha when Teeumsch appeared there, ami 
assured Colonel Hawkins that the mission of that man would 
ve-.ult.in great evil, unless his efforts were immediately coun- 
teracted ; but the Agent did not concur with him in that 
Opinion. His bravery lias been see r, at lima.:. Corn, and in 
the canoe fight. At the time of the latter, Captain Dale 
weighed one hundred and ninei.v pounds, was over: six 1'eot 
lii^li. p.^ses.sed a bage mnseubir frame, without any surplus 
flesh, and was in the prime of life. Although he will he 
mentioned hereafter, hi connection, with the Indian wars, we 
deem it proper, hi farther illustration of hi- cum/actor, to insert 
'.he following vreii-nfitteii. obitnnvy, published in liie -'.Natchez 
hree Trader," from the pen of John H. F. Claiborne, formerly 
a member of Congress i'roei Mississippi, and the son of the 
general of that name, whose military services are now- under 



" 1 have not observed, in your paper, any notice of the 
death of our veteran friend, General Samuel Dale. He 
died at his residence, Daleville, Lauderdale county, on. the 
23d ult., with the fortitude of a soldier and the resignation 
of a christian. On his dying bed, he repeated, as 1 am 
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informed, a request, -which, he made last summer, that J 
should make a memoir of his Life, most of the particulars of 
which I. wrote down from his lips, I design visiting l.auder- 
dale, in a few weeks, to obtain all the materials that remain, 
Few men have run a career so full of benevolent actions and 
of romantic adventure, and no man was over better adapted 
to the country and the period in which ho lived that co/i »/■>■,/ 
the frontier of Georgia, Florida, and the (then) Mississippi 
Territory, embracing all lire present State of Alabama — the 
period including nearly all that, bloody interval between the 
close of the revolution and the termination of the last war. 
"With the story of those times, the dreadful massacre at Fort 
Minis, the battle of the Holy ('round, General Jackson's 
Seminole campaigns, and the earlier events of the Georgia 
frontier, General Dale was closely connected. The most 
affecting of those scenes of murder and conflagration are as 
yet unwritten, and live only in the fading memorials of bor- 
der !raditio:i. ii; preparing the life of General ])a!o, I shall 
seek to put many of them on record. As a scout, a pilot to 
the emigrants who blazed the first path through the Creek 
nation, from Georgia to the Tombigby, with arms in their 
hands, and subsequently, as a spy among the Spaniards, at 
Pensacola, and as a partisan officer, during the most sangui- 
nary epochs of the late, war, present at every buichery, re- 
markable for "hair-breadth 'scapes,'' for caution and coolness 
in desperate emerge neics for exhibitions of gigantic personal 
strength and great moral courage, his story is studded over 
with spirit-stirring incidents, unsurpassed by any thing in 



to^dbyGoogle 



THE AMERICANS IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

legend or history. His celebrated 'canoe fiffht,' where, in < 
the Alabama river, he, with. Smith and Austill, fought nine 
warriors, with clubbed rillim. Mlicd them all, and rowed to 
shore, would be thought, fabulous, if it. had not. been witnessed 
by many soldiers, standing upon the hauks. who could render 
them no assistance. Some years before, ho was attacked by 
two warriors-, wlio shouted their war- whoop, as he w;ii kneel- 
ing down to drink, and rushed upon him with their toma- 
hawks. He knifed them both, and, though bleeding from 
five wounds, he retraced their trail nine miles, crept stealthily 
to their camp, brained three Ucepiii;;' warriors, and cut the 
thongs of a female prisoner, who lay hy their side. While 
in this act, however, a fourth, sprang upon him, from behind 
a log. Taken at such a disadvantage, and exhausted by the 
loss of blood, he sn.nl; under the serpent-grasp of the savage, 
who, with a yell of triumph, drew his knife, and, in a few 
moments, would have closed the contest. At that instant, 
however, the woman drove a tomahawk deep into the head 
of the Indian, and thus preserved the life of her deliverer, 

"Shortly after the treaty of Dancing Uahbit, our deceased 
friend settled in what is now known as Lauderdale county; 
and it is worthy of remark, that, at the first election, (1836. 
I believe,) when he was chosen to the legislature, but tea 
votes were cast. Now the comity could probably poll 750, 
and, in every direction, its r'eecy fields, its tine flour-mills, its 
sehool-hoiises and chuivhi*, indicate a lj ivi v 5 : i if, enlightened 
and moral population. 

"One anecdote of the old general is so similar to an event 
VOL. II. 17 
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in Roman List my. that i cannot tWUritr relating it. The 
Consul Aequilhis, returning' from a campaign, was allowed a 
triumph, but shortly afterwards, was arraigned I'or some mis- 
demeanor, commit led during his foreign service. He called 
no exculpatory evidence, nor deigned to court tie favor of his 
judges, but when about to receive sentence, he lore open his 
vest, and displayed the wounds lie bad received in the service 
of his country. A sudden emotion of pity seized the court, 
and unfixed the resolution which, a few moments before, they 
had fallen, to r.on'iemn the accused. Some time ago, General 
Dale, being in Mobile, was held to bail as endorser upon a 
note. The debt was in the hands of a Urungcr. .Accompa- 
nied by an onieer, he sough' the creditor, and found hiui in 
the sabon of Cu'.lunrs. far-famed hotel, 'fell',' said the gen- 
eral, ' I have no money to pay this debt. The principal has 
property — make him pay it, or let me go home and work it 
out.' The Shylock hesitated. ' Very well,' said the veteran, 
in tones that rang indignantly ihroiiga tin; apartment, - Very 
well, sir .' Look at my scars ! I will march to jail down 
Main - srrj<m:r, and i'H MnhHn skull mtitW. '/'■: inalment of 
an old soldier !' These simple words fell like electi'icity upon 
that high-toned people. In half an hour, a dozen of the 
brightest names of the city were on the bond, and before 
morning the debt was paid, and a full discharge handed to the 
general. I have seen the manly tears chasing down his 
cheek, as the aged y.arnov dwelt on these recollections of the 
generous citizens. In person, General Dale was tall, erect, 
raw-boned and muscular. Tn many respects, physical and 
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moral, lie resembled his antagonists of the woods. Ik' had. cuavtkk 
the square forehead, the high, cheek-bones, the compressed 
lips, and, in fact, the physiognomy of an Indian, relieved, 
however, by a fine, benevolent, Saxon eye. Like the red 
man, too, his foot fell lightly upon the ground, and turned 
neither to the right or left ; he was habitually taciturn ; his 
face grave : he spoke slowly, and in low tones, and seldom 
laughed. I observed of him, what I have often noted as 
peculiar to bonier men of hipli attributes; he entertained Hie 
strongest attachment for the Indians, extolled their courage, 
their love of country, and many of their domestic qualities, 
and I have often seen the wretched remnant of the Choctaws 
camped around his plantation and snlwi-fing on his crops, 
In peace, they felt for him the strongest veneration — he had 
been the friend, both of Tecumseh and Weatherford— and in 
war, the name of ' Big Sum. ' fell on the ear of the Seminole 
like that of Marias on the hordes of the Cimbri.'" 

Captain Hale, with a icon ting' parly, had effectually scoured l ~ vi 
the swamps of Basaett'a Creek, and Major Hinds's horse had 
routed a small body of the enemy, near Weatherford's Bluff, 
killing ten of their number, when an order from Flournoy 
permitted Claiborne to advmiee, with the Southern army, to 
the Alabama, His instruction? confined him still to defensive 
operations, requiring him to establish a- depot at Weather- 
ford's Bluff, and not to advance further iu!o the Creek nation 
until he was joined by the Georgia and Tennessee troops. 
Claiborne accordingly broke up his camp at Pine Levels, 
marched across Clarke county, with three hundred volunteers, 
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'ER the dragoons and some militia, Hanked Hy detachments under 
Captains Ki-nnedy acd liaics, find Lieutenant Osborne, ami a 
party of Choctaws, under Pushmatahav/ and Mushnllatubba. 
Arriving; at the Alabama, the army encamped for the night 
upon the western hank, and the next day, fit twelve o'clock, had 

.' sr u gained the other side, by means of rafts. Colonel Gilbert C. 
Russell, /in accomplished and gallant commander in the regu- 
lar army, marched, the third regiment of federal troops from 
Mount Vernon, through .Xanniilrabba Island, by Mims's Ferry, 
to the bead of Little river, and thence to the encampment 

it ss 01 Claihonie, with whom be had been instructed by General 
Flournoy to co-operate. In the meantime, Claiborne had 
made rapid progress in the construction of a strong stockade, 
two hundred feet square, defended by three block-houses and 
a half-moon battery, which commanded the river. Before 
the close of November it was completed, and received the 
name of Fort Claiborne, in honor of the commander. The 
tmviE where it stood 'till bears his name. The general wrote 
to Jackson, congratulating him upon his victories, giving him 
an account of the operations in the southern seat of war, and 
iK'iplainting him with the fact, that an abundance of com and 

■erS other provisions were to be obtained in the neigh borhood of 
Fort 01 sii borne. He also wrote to Governor Blount, appri- 
sing him of the arrival of more English vessels in Pensaeola, 
and added that he wished "to God that be was authorized to 
take thill i-ink of iniquity, the, depot of lories and : .i m : _:il"!'s 
of d'^tiirbancs 0:1 the southern frontier,"' lie had, a few 
days before, despatched Major Kennedy and others lo 'Mobile, 
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to learn from Oolmiel Buswcrllu; particular- of the rtrrivrtl of 
the British at Pcnsacola. They reported, giving satisfactory 
assurances that ii large jputinlity of Indian supplies, and many 
soldiers, had arrived there; and, in addition, that the Indians 
were committing depredations in Baldwin county, having 
recently burned down Kennedy's and Byrne's mills, 

Lieutenant-Colonel George Henry Nixon had 
Russoil in the command at "Mount. Vernon. At his 
Claiborne permitted him, also, to man Fort Pierce 
neighborhood of the disturbances.'-'" 

Claiborne, having determined to advance to the 
strong-hold, the line of march was taken up hy a 
consisting of Colonel Uu^ellV ;hml regiment. Major CasseV 
battalion of horse, a battalion of militia, under Major Benja- 



army D ecemb«13 



* Colonel K is on was boru in Virginia, tnil, living some years in 

Po-,itl>Carol;iui, i : ■ 1 1 . j \ ■. : 1 IViJin ill !'i.-, in IJ-iliJ. tu tin; M:s?i^i;>ji TVr- 

ritory. He was among the first to oiler his services in defence of his 
country. During tin: Creek war, Goloupl Nixon, at tlie head of a con- 
siderable force, scoured the swiimps ui ike. I'erdl'.lo and other streams, 
and frequently killed ii-nl captured Iniliiiiis. After he hatl accom- 
plished ;;II he could, lis jinu-ched tu :'.<■ head of ihu Perdido, where he 
divided his command, sending Major H"illi:i:)i Peacock, with the troops 
of the 39t.li, to the jioal Yard, on Lake Tensim, while he marched the 
remainder of his e.oiiLinani.l to I''ort Claiborne, lie was an excellent 
officer, and served in the war until hi final conclusion. He wa3 a 
member a? the conviction thill formed the constitution of the S'ate of 
Mississippi, and was. ahenvarils, ireq?;ently a Siale deflator. He died 
in Perlington, Mississippi, in IS2i. lie was a hn-ge and fine-looking 
man, with fair complexion, and was v-.ay popular. 
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min Smoot — l.'atr.'icb May being adjatanl, 1 >;l'<> and TTeavd 
captains, and Gerard W. Creagh one of trie lieutenants— the 
twelve months' Mississippi Volunteers, under Colonel Carson, 
and one hundred and fifty Choetaws, under Pushmatahaw, 
numbering, iu the aggregate, near one. thousand men. A few 
days before, nine captains, eight lieutenants, and five ensigns, 
signed a remonstrance, in respectful language, against "the 
march to the nation, and presented it to the general. They 
set forth that the time of service of many would soon expire, 
that the weather was cold, that they were too scantily sup- 
plied, with doming and food for such :■ campaign, and that 
the route to the enemy V towns was entirely a pathless one; 
bur. tliev stated their willingness to obev. if Ulaiboixe should 
re.olve to proceed. 
( Claiborne moved in a north-eastern direction, until he 
south of Double Swamp, at the dis- 
where he built a depot, called Fort 
c present county of .Butler, and where 
non, baggage and the sick, with one 
id. Thirty miles further brought him 
ediate neighborhood of the Holy Ground, which 
bad bi-en reached nithont the aid of a single path. The 
porb boitii' exhausted, tiie troops were in a sufioriiig condition, 
for they had only drawn, when leaving fort Deposite, three 
days' allowance of flour. Econ acinic a (Holy Ground) had 
recently been erected by 'Weatherford, the prophets having 
assured the Indians that here no white man could approach 
■without instant destruction. It was strongly fortified in the 
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Indian manner, and had. for some months, formed a point to 
which those who had been routed in hat'Jo retreated, and 
where a great anicut.il of plunder had been stored. It was 
situated upon a bluil', on the. eastern side of the Alabama 
liver, just below the present Powell's Ferry, in the county of 
Lowndes. Here many of the white prisoners and friendly 
Indians were burned to death, by order of. the prophets, and, 
when Claiborne was almost, within sight of the town, with his 
advancing army, Mrs. Sophia bHrnint, and many other friendly 
half-breeds, were mustered in the square, and surrounded by 
light. wood lices. designed t.o consume them. 

The troops advanced toward the town in three columns, 
the centre commanded by Colonel Russell, at the head of 
which was Claiborne, himseif, Lester's guards and Wells' 
dragoons acting as a corps of reserve. 

At noon Carson's right column came in view of the town, 
and was vigorous!}' attacked by the enemy, who had chosen 
their field of action. The town was nearly surrounded with 
swamps and deep ravines, so that the enemy, who afterwards 
retreated, could not be successfully pursued. Major Cassels, 
who had been directed to form his battalion of hoise on the 
river bank, west of the town, failing to effect such a move- 
ment, fell back on the head of Carson's. regiment, who, how- 
ever, advanced, and tool; his position. The third regiment, 
coming up in gallant style, did its duty. Major Smoot as- 
sumed his position in a proper manner, and all would have 
been right, if Cassels' cavalry had not failed to obey orders, 
17* 
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the Alabama liver, by the western border of the town. The 
Indians, headed by Wcathcr.ford, for a short time fought with 
considerable fury, but afterwards fed with great rapidity. 
The short engagement resulted in the death of thirty Indians 
and negroes, whose bodies were, afterwards counted upon the 
field. Many must, have been severely wounded. Lucket, 
an American ensign, was killed, and twenty men were 
wounded. 

Several hours before the bat-Lie- began, the Indian women 
and children had been conveyed across the river, and were 
securely lodged in the thick forests of the region now fami- 
liarly known as the Dutch Bend of Autauga county. Here 
3 the retreating warriors, some of whom came over in boats, 
while others swam, joined them. Weatherford, seeing that 
his forces had deserted him, now- pushed hard for his own 
safety. Coursing, will) great rapidity, along the banks of the 
Alabama, below the town, on a grey steed, of unsurpassed 
strength and flcctnoiis — which he had purchased, a short time 
before the commencement of hostilities, of Benjamin Baldwin, 
late of Macon county— -came, at length, to the termination of 
a kind of ravine, where there was a perpendicular bluff, ten 
or fifteen feet above the surface of the river. Over this, with 
a mighty bound, the horse pitched, with the gallant Chief, 
and both went out of sight, beneath the waves. Presently 
they rose again, the rider having held of the mane with one 
hand and his rife jirmh grasped in the other, llegiiining 
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his saddle, the noble animal s 
side.* 

Claiborne reduced Lhe town of the Holy Ground to ashes. 
He then despatched tin; cavalry to Ward's place, up the liver, Dea}m] 
who, before reaching there, fell in with three Shawnoos of 
distinction, retreating from the batlie, whom they killed. The 
firing being heard at the camp, Claiborne struck his tents, 
and marched in that direction, during the night. Encamp- 
ing at Weatherford's place, in an open field, the cold rains 
descended in torrents upon the troops, and Christmas morning 
found them engaged h: parcliir.gcorii for breakfast^ which was 
the oniy tiling It:!';, io eat. After destroying some- houses and 
farms, the army marched back to Fort Deposits, and from Decern; 
thence to Fori Claiborne, where, the term of service of Car- 
son's Mississippi volunteers and cavalry having expired, they 
were mustered out of service. 

Colonel Russell, now left hi sole command of Fort Clai- 
borne, preferred charges against Ma;,or (.'assets, for disohe- Jmlll 
dience of orders, at the Holy Ground, and a court of inquiry, 
composed of. Captain Woodruff, president, Captain J. E. 
Denkins and Lieutenant )T, Cbotard, decided that Sam Mc- 
Nac, the guide, was chiefly to blame, for the failure of Cas- 

* Extravugaut lides have, ultra been teli! u\ Weallieriord's leap, ami 
a bluff, at or near [lie site of the Ituiy ( Irouvnl town, which is probably 
ei;:bty or a hir.died :;.■:-: high, is citon jjie.jt.'d out as die en.- over whirli 
he charged. The account I haw. driven is Weaiimi-ford's. own state - 
r:u:ij: of die lilTnir. 
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chapter se ] s to occupy the position which bad been aligned liim. 
Another court of im^nii-y, composed of Colonel Carson and 
Jaamryl Lieutenant. Wilco\', decided thsit tin; contractor of the army 
was solely to blame for the perishing condition of the expe- 
dition, as General Claiborne Inid given him ample instructions 
to furnish abundant supplies. The command had been en- 
tirely without meal for nine days, 
taw 24 General Claiborne wrote to the Secretary of War, from 
Mount Vernon, that he had been left with but sixty men, 
whose time lacked only a month of expiring' ; that his other 
volunteers, who had been disbanded, had gone home naked, 
and without shoes, with eight months pay due them ; and 
that his army, being thus broken up, he intended to return 
home, as soon as he received pcrrm^ion from General Flour- 
noy.* 

Having planned an expedition against the enemy, Colonel 
Russell despatched Captain Denkins up the Alabama, from 
Fort Claiborne, in command of a barge, laden with provisions, 
and defended by a piece of artillery, with instructions to enter 
the Cahawba river, and to ascend it to the " Old Towns," 
where his army would shortly Van him. Afterwards, maich- 
Febmwy 1 ing the larger portion of his regiment to the cross-roads, 
in Clarke county, four miles north of the present Sugsville, 
he was there joined by a company commanded by Captain 
Evan Anstill and Lieutenant G. W. Creagh, and Captain 

* Claiborne's MS, papers. Conversations with the late Colonel 
Creagh, General Pairiok May, of Greene, and others. 
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Foster's horse company, both under the command of Major 
Samuel Dale. Leaving tlii« place, with six days rations, 
Colonel Russell readied the Caliawba Old Towns, where he 
was mortified to find thai Captain Denkins had not arrived— 
nor had lie encountered, on the way, a solitary Indian. Des- 
patching Lieutenant Wilcox in a canoe, with live men, with 
directions to find Denkina aud hasten him on, that officer 
proceeded down the Caliawba, upset his boat the first night, 
wet his ammunition, and lost i wo of his guns. Recovering the 
canoe, however, ami proceeding down the river, lying by in the 
cane in the day-time, lie was, in the evening of the second 
day, fired upon by n party of Indians. The two Wilsons, who 
belonged to this expedition, made their escape, and reached 
the lower settlement i nan v days afler, in a starving condition. 
One of them, Matthew, was found by ilais Rodgers, on the 
ridge road of Clarke. Lieutenant Wilcox and the other 
three were made prisoners by the- Indians, who proceeded 
with them down the Caliawba, into the Alabama. In the 
meantime, Denkins, unfortunately passing the mouth of the 
Caliawba by mistake, .bad ascended some distance up the 
Alabama, and was now returning to Fori Claiborne, knowing 
that the ar my could not wait for him, but would return to 
that place likewise. The Indians, going down the river also, 
descried the barge, and, fearing to lose their prisoners, toma- 
hawked and scalped Wilcox and his three companions, leaving 
them in their eanoe. When the canoe and the barge came 
together Wilcox was still alive, but- too far gone to give any 
account of the particulars of his capture, or of Russell's expe- 
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chapter dition. Tin- body of ibis g;ilbu'.i young officer, Ixir.g ion nil 
upon the Alabama, where it meanders through the region 
between Canton and Prairie Pilaff, tlic legislature appro- 
priately preserved his memorv, liy gb. irj-v ilio county his name. 
Colonel Kussell remained two days at the Cahawba Old 
Towns, in which time one of his men was killed by some 
skulking savages. Despairing of the arrival of the barge, he 
began the return march, without any provisions ; and setting 
the example himself, in having his best horse killed for sub- 
reirutiy silence, twelve animals of that kind were devoured by the 
perishing troops. At Bradford's Pond they were timely re- 
lieved by wagons, laden villi iibuiidaitt provisions, and, arri- 
ving iiujiiiiL :-X the cross-road*, witch disbanded, the rcgrdars 
marching to Fort Claiborne.* 

* Conversations with Colonel Gerard W. Creagh, late of Clarke 
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CHAPTER XXXVII 

BATTLES OF EMUCKFAU, ENITACHOPCO AND 
CALEBEE. 

Since the battle of Tnll.idufra. Jackson Tind encountered 
iiiiiiiTiiL-riil'li' diinciikies and mortifications, ov.iiii; lo the failure 
of contractors and the mutiny of Ins troops, who were finally 
reduced to one hundred men, by the expiration of their lime 
of service. He was now compelled to employ Cherokees to 
garrison Fort Armstrong, upon the Coosaliatehie, and protect 
the stores at Ross's. Almost alone, in a savage land, he yet 
constantly rode between Port Strother and Ditto's Landing, 
to hasten supplies for the new army, which he had employed 
Governor Blount to raise for him. At last, two regiments, 
one of them commanded by Colonel Perkins, and the other by 
Colonel Higgins — numbering together eight hundred and 
fifty men, who had only enlisted for sixty clays — readied Fort j, 
Strollier. Well r.iiderst.aulhig the eharaeter of minute men, 
like these, who must be constantly employed, Jackson imme- 
diately marched them across the Coosa, to the late battle- 
ground of Talladega, where he was joined by two hundred j ; 
Cherokees and Creeks, who c incod great alarm at the weak- 
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; ncss which the command presented. Con tinning the march 
towards the Tallapoosa, the army encamped at Enitachopco, 

l a Hillabce village, and, the next day, fell into man}' fresb- 
beatcn trails, indicating the proximity of a large force. Hera 
Jackson determined to halt, for- the purpose of reconnoitre. 
Before dark, his encampment was formed, his army thrown 
into a hollow square, his picket* and -pics sent out, his senti- 
nels doubled, and his fires lighted, some distance outside of 
the lines. About ten o'clock at night, one of the pickets. 
firing npon three of the enemy, succeeded in killing one, and 
at the hour of eleven the spies reported a large encampment, 
three miles distant, where the savages were whooping and 
dancing, and, being apprised of the approach of the Ameri- 
cans, were sending off their women and children. 

a About six o'clock in the morning, the Indians suddenly fell 
upon. Jackson's left flank, and upon the left of his rear, maintain- 
ing a vigorous attack for a half hour, tieneral Coffee, Adjutant- 
General Si tier, and Inspector-General Carroll, rode rapidly to 
the scene of action., ;is won as the liring commenced, animating 
the men, who firmly kept the assailants at hay. Morning shed 
its light upon the exciting scene, enabling Captain Terrill's 
infantry to reinforce the left flank, when the whole line was 
led to the charge by General Coifee, supported by Colonels 
Higgins mid Carroll, and the friendly Indians, which forced 

b the savages to abandon the ground in :i rapid manner. They 
were pursued, with slaughter, for two miles. Coffee, being 
then ordered, with lour hundred men and the friendly Indians, 
to burn up their encampment, advanced, and, finding it strong- 
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lv fortified, returned for the artillery. Shortly ; i lie r wards, a 
body of the enemy boldly advanced, and attacked the right 
lvirifr of Jackson's eneampmenL Collk* again ehtir^vd. ! > 1 1 . 
through mistake, only forty -five men followed him, composing 
his own company of volunteer officers ; but the friendly In- 
dians were sent by Jackson to his support. Dismounting liis 
men, he how pursued the '' lied Sticks " to the swamp of a 

Jackson had ordered his fril flunk to remain firm, and now 
the Indians came rushing, with yells, against it. Repairing 
to that point, and ordering r.p Captain Terrill to Ms -support, 
the whole line received the enemy with intrepidity, and, after 
a few fires, advanced to the charge, mulor the impetuous Gar- 
roll. Again the lied Sticks tied before the bayonet, the Ame- 
ricans pursuing some distance, and marking their trails with 
blood. In the meantime, Coftce kept the enemy, who had 
now returned upon him from the swamp, at bay. until .lurk- 
son strengthened him, with a reinforcement of a hundred 
friendly warriors, at the head of "horn was Jim Fife. Cof- 
fee again charged, when the .Red Sticks once more gave way, 
and the pursuit was cou;iuued for three miies, wrdi the loss of 
forty-five savages. 

The brave Creeks had now been repulsed in every attempt, 
but they exhibited a ferocity and coinage which commanded 
the serious consideration of Jackson, whose force was weaker 

e The Indian war-piiri.y wera <'ften tiille.il ilia " Red Slicks," because 
their wnr-c!nbs were invariably painted red. 
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The horses hurt been without cane and 
without corn for two day?, and but few rations remained for 
the men. The wounded were numerous, and the enemy 
would, doubtless, soon be reinforced. Jackson determined 
to return to Fort Strother, with all possible despatch. The 
re in !'.i » d >'.■!■ of the day was employed in eoll'-oiiui;' and burying 
the. dead, dressing (lie wounded, aad fortifying the camp ; 
but the morning dawned without another attack. ^ 

The armv began the retrograde march about ten o'clock, 
A.~\l, hca.riug the wounded, among whom was Codec, in 
liticr?, constructed of tins hides of the slain horses. Jackson 
reached Kninichopco beibiv- night, without n.iolestatio]:, and 
fortified himself at a place a quarter of a mile from the 
creek, arousal which the " Red Sticks " prowled, but. refrained 
from aliack, 1 'reading an onset at the ford of the creek, by 
which his army had passed a few days before, and which 
afforded great facilities for Indian ambuscades, the commander 
despatched spies is search of a less exposed crossing place. 
Six hundred yards lower down was selected, and thither he 
4 advanced his troops in the morning. Carroll commanded the 
iv.ii- :.-,-.i -inl, Colonel Perkins the .right column, and Colonel 
Stump the left. Iu case of attack, Carroll was to face about, 
display and maintain his position, while the other two colo- 
nels were to face outward, wheel back on their pivots, and 
attack the Red Sticks on both flanks. 

* The battle of Emuokfau was fought near a creek of ihat name, 
which runs south, into the Tallapoosa river, in Tallapoosa county, 
Alabama, 
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The wounded and the front guard hid passed ihc creek, chapter 
and, as Jackson was upon the eastern hunk, superintending 
the crossing of the army, an alarm gun was heard, which 
was succeeded by a fierce attack of the savages upon the 
r. ar-guac i of Captain Russell's spies. Colonel Carrol] ordered 
the rear-guard ro halt, and form, when the right mid left co- 
lumns, seized by a sudden panic, fled, without firing a gun, 
drawing after them most of the centre, with their officers 
foremost in the flight, at the head of whom was Colonel 
Stump, who came plunging down the hank, near the exas- 
perated eom m and er-hi -chief, who made an unsuccessful eitbrt 
to cut him down with his sword. With only twenty-five men ] 
under Captain Qnarles, CariMil gallaullv checked tk.e advance 
of the Red Slicks. The artillery was under the command of 
Lieutenant Armstrong, in the absence of Captain Deadrick, 
who noiv ordered his company, armed with muskets, lo ad- 
vance to the top of the hill, while he, with Oonstanfhie Per- 
kins, and a few 'ilhers, dragged i;p xh'- six-pounder from the 
midd'e of the, creek, Instantly in their position, tdey main- 
tained it against ten times their number, until Armstrong 
reached them with his piece,. Discovering that, in the hurry 
of separating the gnu from the Limbers, (be rammer and 
pricker had been left tied to the latter, with wonderful pre- 
sence of mind, and while Indian bullets rattled like hail 
around them, Constantino Perkins and Craven Jackson, two 
of the gunners, supplied the deficiency. Perkins took off his Jan ^* ^ 
bayonet, and rammed the cartridge- home with his musket, 
and Jackson, drawing his ramrod, employed it as a pricker. 
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chapter priming with, a musket cartridge. 5 ' The, six-pounder was 
thus twice charged, poviriiiu; j;rape umwii; the savages, then 
only a few yards distant. Several comrades of these men 
fell a.ronuil them, and, alter the socoikI tire, the little artillery 
company I'uridusiv charged oil tin? assailants, who I'l-eame 
more cautious iii their approaches Captain Ifordon's spies, 
in front of iho army when the alarm was given, made a eir- 
Jaunaiy S4 cuit, and attacked the left flank of the Indians. At the same 
time, a number. of the rear-guard and flankers, rallied by 
Jackson, re-crossed the creek, and joined in the light. The 
aavagea, finding thai the whole army was now brought agsinBl 
them, lied, throwing away their packs, and leaving upon the 
field the bodies of twenty-sis warriors. 

One hundred and eighty-nine bodies of the enemy were 
counted upon tin; iields of KuiuekYiH and Ki; il.ackop.ro. The 
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guard, where he greatly disiingiiisliuil himself. Refusing to abandon 
Jackson, in :• hostile land, lie remained, with the small number ulio 
adhered to him. In the two battles at Etnuekfan, he fought side by 
side with the bravest. IV lien the Greet war was at an end, he studied 
law at Nashville. He was elected solicitor of one of the Tennessee 
circuits, but, removing lo Aluhiiiviti in 1811), wns elected solicitor of the 
third circuit, which office lie lieid um.il !S2G,w]icn he was elected attor- 
ney-general. In IB3'1, tlie people of Tuscjdoosa county placed him 
in the State Senate, of which he was a member until the 1 7th Sep- 
tember, 1836, when he died. 
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loan of the Americans was twenty killed and seventy-five <-■ 
wounded, several of whom afterwards died. Major A. Don- 
aldson was killed at Kmuckfau. Captain Hamilton, Lien- 
tenant Armstrong, .Bird Evans, .Hiram Bradford and Jacob 
Mc'livoek were severely wounded. The first named after- 
wards died. Jackson, in his report, spoke in the highest 
terms of the bravery of these, men, and also of that of Cap- 
laiirs Shier. Quaties, Elliott and Pipkin, and Colonel Higum-. 
He also mentioned ihe gallantry of the venerable -Ju.di'e 
Uoeke, who, at the age of sixty-five, was in the midst of those 
battles. 

The army continued its march to Fort Strother, where 
.lackson ordered the sixty day V'iUiuteers to mareh to ITiints- 
ville, for honorable discharge, at the same time granting to 
Coffee and his officers the privilege of returning home, until 
the government again demanded their services, to all of 
whom he addressed a kind letter, eomriionding their patriotism 
and bravery. A court martial acquitted Colonel Perkins of j 
Ihe charge of cowardice, at the battle of Enitaehonco; but 
Colonel Stump was found gui'ty, and cashiered. 4 ' 

Such is the American account of these engagements. The 
brave natives of Alabama, had no writers among them, to 
record their achievements. Several Chiefs and leading war- 
riors, who were in the battles of Emuckfau and Enitacliopco, 
have stated to us that tbey "whipped Captain Jackson, and 
run him to the Coosa river." The authors who have written 

* Kendall's Life of Jackson, pp. 252-264. Waldo, Eaton, etc, etc. 
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criAnm upon those campaigns speak of the weakness of the American 
force. It consisted of seven hundred aid sixty-seven men, 
with two hundred friendly Indians. We ai:e enabled La state, 
with confidence, that the force of the Red Sticks, in these 
battles, did not exceed five hundred warriors, for the larger 
body bad assembled below, to attack Floyd, while others 
were fortifying the Horse-Shoo, and various other places. 
■ It has been seen that the Georgia army, after the battle of 
Auti:ose, retired to the Chnitahooehie. There, for more iha.n 
six weeks, it had reposed, for the want of expected supplies. 
When General Floyd recovered from Sib wound, he again 
marched to the seat of war, with, a force of twelve hundred 
and twenty -so veil, rank and tile, besides a oomiiany of cavalry 
and four hundred friendly Indians. His destination being the 
town of TookabiitcliH, lie established posts upon the route, 
for the purpose of keeping up a communication and facilita- 
ting the transportation of supplies, Marching- from post 
to post, as they were established, he at length encamped 
on the Oalcbce Creek, upon the high laads bordoung hs 
swamp.* 
j 1 ^ 14 gj At twentv minutes past five o'clock in the morning, the lied 
Sticks, who bad secreted themselves in the sw;nnp during the 
latter part of the night, sprung upon the Georgians like tigers, 
driving in their sentincK and taking the whole army by sur- 
prise. In twenty minutes, the fiction became general, and 

* This creek runs in a noiih-wi^Tcir, divtution, through Macon 
county, Alabama, 
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the front right and left flanks of tlio Americans were closely c 
pressed ; but the enemy was met at every point. The front 3 
line was preserved by the steady five of tlie artillery, under 
Captain Thomas, aided by the riflemen of Captain Adams, 
These troops suffered severely, for the enemy rushed within 
thirty yards of the cannon. Captain -John Broadnax, who 
commanded one of the picket guards, maintained his post. 
until a party of Indians had eat oil his retreat to the main 
army. In this desperate situation, his resolute hand cut their 
way through to their friends, agisted by Tiiapoochy Barnard, 
a half-breed, at the head of some Uchces. The other friendly 
Indians, with a few exceptions, taking refuge within the hues, 
remained alarmed and inactive, while the battle lasted. "When 
day appeared, the battalions of .Majors Watson and Freeman 
were ordered to wheel up at right angles. Those of Majors 
Booth and Clea viand, who formed the right wing, received the 
same order, while (.'attain Hamilton's ca\ ahy was instructed 
to form in the rear of the right wing, to act as circumstances 
required. A charge was now made, and the Red Sticks gave 
way before the bayonet. The cavalry, falling upon there 
made considerable havoc, and, followed by the friendly In- 
dians and the ride companies of Herri weather and Ford, pur- 
sued them through Calebce swamp. From the traces of 
blood, and the number of head-dresses and war-clubs found 
in various directions, the loss of the enemy must have been 
considerable. In the commencement of the action, Colonel 
Newnan was wounded by three balls, which deprived the 
vol. ii. IS 
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Chapter co mm an der of tin- services of tlmt gallant unci useful officer. 
Adjutant-General Narden, whose horse was wounded under 
him, performed important services, while the aid-de-camp of 
Floyd also had his horse killed under him. His additional 
aids, General Leo and Major Face, acted in a maimer highly 
honorable to themselves and useful to the army. The loss of 
the Americans was seventeen killed and one hundred and 
thirty-two wounded, to which must, be added the loss of the 
friendly Indians, who had live killed and fifteen wounded. 
The Georgians fought with groat resolution; but, assailed 
before day, with no fortifications around them, the Indians, 
until the charge was made, had the advantage, and made 
use of it* The large number of wounded Georgians, the 
proximity of the enemv, who conlhined to hover around them, 
indicating a disposition to renew the attack, were reasons deem- 
ed sufficient by Floyd for relinquishing the main object of the 
expedition, retracing his steps, and awaiting further reiuforce- 
'814 ments. He aceordinfrlv marched from ' lalebee to Fort Hull, 

February 3 ° J 

one of his newly-erected posts, and, the next night, the In- 
dians were in possession of the battle-field. Leaving at Fort 
Hull a small garrison, he returned to Fort Mitchell, upon the 
Chattahoochie, which he believed, from information, was soon 

* ZachariahMcUiti.il, U-.'ivi:i?; n despatch Irani (icnerat Claiborne to 
Floyd, passnl through liie Crlobec swamp late in the night, while ii 
must have been filled with the enemy, and strangely reached the 
AniericiLii i:;uii]i in sali-ty. 
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io Ik 1 attacked. Although the Georgia army bad g 

maintained their ground, at the hattlt; of Calcbee, the Indians iiJ ' VIi ■ 

stopped their fuTt.[u;r inarch into tin; nation, and caused them, 

in a few days, to retreat.* 

Genera] Jackson had employed the few militia who re- 
mained with him at Fort Strother. after the- battles of Emuek- 
fau and Enitachopeo, in constructing flat-boats, to descend the 
Coosa, with stores for the use of the new army, then being 
raised in Tennessee, which was to operate below. The Kiali- 
gee Chiefs, whose neutrality Jackson had viewed with suspi- 
cion, becoming alarmed, paid him a visit, and disclosed that ,S1 * 
the Ufaulas, New-Ta.ucas and Ocfuskes, the remnant of the 
Hillabees, the Fish Folios, and many Rod Sticks from other 
towns, were then in a bend of the Tallapoosa, and on an 
island near Emuekfau, where they had resolved to defend 
themselves to the last, extremity. This information deter- 
mined him to march upon them. 

When the army arrived at Fort. St rot. her, lie embarked the March is 
stores in the flat-boats, which were to proceed down the 
Coosa, in charge of the thirty-ninth regiment, and, leaving a 
garrison of four hundred and fifty men in Fort Strother, 
under the command of Colonel Steele, lie began the march, March is 
for the third time, towards the seat of war. Within five 
days, Jackson reached the mouth of Cedar Creek, having 

* Rnseell'B History of the Lute War, pp. 249-243. Waldo's Life 
of Jackson, pp. 124-126. Kendall's Life of Jackson, p. 240. 
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been retarded by the cutting out of thirty miles of the road, 
The boats, in descending the river, meeting with some ob- 
structions, finally reached this point also, -where a fort was 
immediately commpiieoil. wliidi -Lifkson frilled Fort Williams, 
in honor of the commander of the thirty-ninth regiment. A 
detachment returned to the camp, and reported that they 
had burned two Indian towns, lower down, but bad seen no 
Red Sticks, 
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Men formed in battle, 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

BATTLE OF TEE HORSE-SHOE— WEATHERFORD 
SURRENDERS HIMSELF AT FORT JACKSON. 

Lbavibu a guard at Fort Williams, GeneralJaekson put 
his army, which consisted of two thousand men, upon the 
march. He opened a passage across the ridge which divides 

the Coosa and Tallapoosa, anil, in throe days, advanced to 
the immediate neighborhood of the enemy. 

Cholocco Litabixoc — the TToi'se-S/we — where the Red Sticks 

had assembled, to make a desperate defence, was a.dminibly 
ailapvn: l>v i:a1i:;\: ''or ~eiK!:ly. ■,*' ivel 1 . guarded, but equally 

for destruction, if not well defended. About one hundred 
acres of land was bordered by the Tallapoosa river, forming 
a peninsula. Ac-toss the neck of the bend, the Red Sticks- 
had a breast-work of lot;*, so arranged as to expose assailants; 
to a cross fire. The houses of the. village stood upon some- 
lov," jitoviihIs, a I, (lie bottom of the bend, where hundreds of 
canoes were tied to the banks of the river. The warriors 
of Hillabee, Ocfuske, Oakchoic, Eut'anlahatchc, New-Yauca,. 
Hickory Ground and Fish Pond towns, had concentrated! 
upon the remarkable peninsula, General Coffee, with a large 
18* 
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chapter body of mounted men, and the friendly Indians, forded the 
Tallapoosa, two miles "below the breast-work, and, having 

Moraine of gained the eastern side, extended hi- lines for a great distance, 
so as to encompass the bend. As soon as Jackson saw, from 
signals which were made, that Coffee had taken his position, 
he marched the remainder of his force towards the breast- 
work, planted two pieces of artillery, eighty yards distant from 
the nearest part of the Indian defence, and, at ten o'clock in 
the morning, began to open them upon the enemy. These 
pieces, accompanied by occasional discharges from the mus- 
kets and rifles, effected but little. In the meanwhile, the 
Cherokees, under Coii'ee. swimming the river, took possession 
of the canoes, and. returning with them to the opposite hank, 
they were preseu'.K -filled vith friendly Indians and Ameri- 
cans, the latter headed by Colonel Morgan and Captain Rus- 
sell. They reached the town, and wrapped it in flames. 
Jackson then ordered his troops to storm the breast-work, 
behind which all the warriors had posted themselves. A 
short contest was maintained at the port-holes, but presently 
the impetuous Americans mounted the breastwork, and, 
dyeing the huge logs with their blood and that of the 
enemy, they finally, after a most desperate struggle, became 
masters of the interior. The Red Sticks, now assailed in 
front by Jackson, who had taken possession of their breast- 
work, and attacked from behind by a portion of Coffee's 
troops, who had just completed '.be conflagration of their 
village, fought under great disadvantages. However, none 
of them begged for quarter, but every one sold his life at the 
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dearest, rate. Alter a long figlit, many of them fied and c 
attempted to swim the river, but were killed on all sides by * 
the unerring rifles of the Tcmsesscaiis. Others screened 
themselves behind tree-tops and thick piles of timber, Being 
desirous not to destroy this brave race, Jackson sent a mes- 
senger towards ihem, who assured them o: the clemency oil 
the general, provided they would surrender. They answered 
by discharges from their guns and shouts of defiance. The ar- 
tillery was then in effectually brought to bear upon them. The 
Americans tlieu applied fire to til oh' retreat, which soon forced 
them to fly, and, as they ran, they were, killed by American 
guns. It was late in tiic evening ! .it fore. the. dreadful battle • 
ended. The lied Sticks numbered about one thousand war- 
riors, find, out of thai number, five hundred and-iii'ty-seven 
wore- found dead on the peninsula.''' As many were killed in 
the river, by Coffee's troops*, while they Mere endeavoring to 
swim over, it may safely be staled that not more than two 
hundred survived. Some of them long afterwards suffered 
with the most grievous wounds. Manowa, one of the bravest 
Chiefs that ever lived, was literally shot to pieces. lie fought 
as lung as he could. lie saved himself by jumping into the 
river, where the water was four feet deep. lie held to a root, 
and thus kept himself beneath Uie waves, breathing through 
the long joint of a cane, one end of which he held in his 
mouth, and while the other end came above the surface of the 

■' Kendall, r'alon, mid Waldo's Livos of Jiickson, 
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chapter wa t«r. When night set in, the brave Manowa* rose from 

his watery bed, aiul made his way to Uio forest, bleeding from 
many wounds. Many years after the war. we conversed with 
this Chief, and learned from him the particulars of his re- 
markable escape. His face, limbs and body, at the time we 
conversed with him, wore marked with the sears of many hor- 
rible wounds. Another Chief was shot, down, among a num- 
ber of slain warriors, avid, with admirable presence of mind, 
saved his life, by drawing over him the bodies of two of them, 
under which he lay, till the darkness of tic night permitted 
him to leave the horrible place. 

The loss of the Americans v. as thirty-two killed and ninety- 
nine wounded. The friendly Cherokees had eighteen killed 
ami iliirlv-ss.\ wounded. The Ion Creeks had live killed and 
■eleven wounded. .Among the slain were Majc L, P. Mont- 
gomery and Lieutenants Moulton and ^onierville, who fell in 
the charge upon the breast-works. 

Major Lemuel Purnell Montgomery was born in "Wythe 
county, Virginia, in 1786. He was a relation, by consangui- 
nity, of the gallant general of that name, who fell at the 
storming of Quebec. His I'randl'a flier, Hugh Montgomery, 
of Worth-Carolina, a man of fortune and talents, commanded 
a whig company during the resolution, which he equipped 
and supported at his own expense. "With this company ho 
fon.fflit the British and t cries with great success, lie was a 

* Known by the American settlers aa " Old Manorway." 
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member of the convention which formed the constitution of CHA1 
the State of North-Carolina, and, not long afterwards, one of 
the counties of that State was named in honor of him. The 
father of Major Montgomery, also named Hugh, was a man 
of talents, and, having removed to Virginia, was a member 
of tin; Senate of that State. At Snow Hill, in Maryland, he 
married a lady, whose maiden name was Purnell, which was 
the middle name of her son, the brave major, who fell at the 
Horse-Shoe. The father removed from Virginia to East 
Tennessee, near Knoxville. 

Major Montgomery completed Iris education at Washington 
College, Tennessee, studied law with Judge Trimble, of Knox- 
ville, and established himself in that profession at Nashville, 
where, in (bur vcars, his attain merits, eloquence, zeal, fi -nriess 
independent:,;, mid popular hearing, rendered him a formidable 
rival of the able I'elix (irundv. Dining this period, he was 
frequently phn'ed at the head of parlies of armed horsemen ; 
and with them lie scoured the dink gorges of the Cumberland 
mountains, in pursuit of desperate banditti, who had long 
pillaged the people in the vallies. At length lie was ap- 
pointed by Madison first major of the thirty-ninth regiment, 
which he gallantly led to the- breast-works of the Indian-; at 
the TTorse-Shoe. lie was the first man that mounted the & 

Mat, 

breast-work, ami, while waving his sword and animating 
his men, a large ball, shot from the rifle of a Red Stick, 
entered his head, and instantly killed him, When the battle 
was ended, Jackson stood over his body, and wept. He 
exclaimed, " 1 have lost the flower of my army !' T 
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At the time of his death, Major Montgomery was only 
t,\Yoniy-e:ghi years o[' ago. If is eyes were keen and biaek ; his 
hair was of a dark milium color ; Lis weight was one hundred 
and seventy-live pounds; his height was si>; feet ;uid two 
inches; his form was admirably proportioned, and ho was, 
altogether, the finest looking mun in tho ai'my. 

A diversity of opinion prevails among the- soldiers of this 
I'liinpingi'. n- ti' ".::i : dnpi.-.-ii ion of the body of "Major Mont- 
gomery. Some contend that ,lack>on earned it. to he sunk in 
rlir Tal'.apoo-a river, to protect it from Indian brutalities. We 
have in our possession the affidavit of two soldiers, now livina; 
in Tennessee — Jolm Lovohtdy and. Samuel Gearing — which 
sf.iLtes that, they assisted to bury the body of Montgomery', 
and tore off the surplus dirt which remained about the grave, 
upon the skin of a hoove-, arid threw it into the river. They 
then burnt burst over the grave, to conceal it from the keen 
eyes of the savages. Since then, and only a few years ago, 
tho people of Tidhipoosa county took up these remains, con- 
veyed them to their court-house, and deposited them in the 
ground, with military honors. The county of Montgomery, 
Alabama, was named in honor of Major Montgomery, while 
the memory of his relation, who fell at (j no bee, is preserved 
in the name of the city. 

The day after the terrible battle, of {.lie ITorsc-Shoe, Gene- 
ral .(aekson assumed the lino of march, and reached .Fort 
Williams on tho second of April, 

Upon an examination of the Coosa river, it was found 
transport the stoics from Fort Williams to 
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tho termination of the falls, by water, and the reduced condi- 
tion of the horse* and the roughness of the country rendered 
it impossible to transport them by land, in any quantity. 
However, with such provisions as the men could cany iipon 
their backs, Jackson marched towards the Hickory Ground, April t 
reiving' upon the eastern army, whose advance-guard, was 
thou under Mi'ton, tor supplies. Heavy rains retarded his 
inarch: hut he readied Fooshatchie, where he capture'! a few: 
prisoners. The lied .Sticks tied from 1 loithlcwaule and other 
towns, across the Tallapoosa. 

Colonel Milton, with troops from the two Carolinas, had 
been a month at Fort Decatur, situated upon a commanding 
bluff, on the eastern side of the Tallapoosa, hut took no step to 
co-operate with Jackson in preventing the escape of the Indians. 

Prevented from purening the enemy, by a flood in the 
river and the scarcity of provisions, Jackson marched to tho 
head of the peuinsi.ua iormed by the continence of the Coosa 
and Tallapoosa, and planted his colors upon the spot -where April i; 
Governo! I'lieuville, one hundred years beibiv, had creeled Fort 
Toulouse, so long garrisoned by French troops. Here the 
rivers approach within six hundred yards of each other, and 
diverging, unite four miles heiow. 

The battle of the Horse-SIioc had nearly put an end to the 
war, and the dispirited lied Sticks made hut few efforts to rally. 
Many eauie in and surrendered, while the larger portion escaped 
towards Florida. The old French trenches were cleaned out, 
and an America:! stockade with, block-house^ was erected upon 
the site, which received the nana. 1 of Fort Jackson. 
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Deputations of Chiefs continually arrived, and submitted, 
in beliaif of themselves and their people, to such terms as 
Geneva! .Jackson thought proper to impose. Anion;; the most 
conspicuous of these was William Weatherford, who led the 
Indians at. k'ort Mini-, and al. the hatlles of Oak-bee find Holy 
Ground. Jackson had directed that lie should be captured, 
if pnssible, and brought to him, confined, to receive such 
punishment as his crimes merited. Weatherford, a man 
without fear, boldly resolved to appear at the American camp, 
voluntarily. Mounting die same splendid gray steed which had 
liorui' him over the blui!' at (ho .iTolv Ground,"' 1 lie rode within 
a few miles of Fort Jackson, when a fine deer crossed his 
path and stopped within shooting distance, which lie tired a.t 
and killed. He-loading his rifle, with two balls, for the pur- 
pose of shooting the 1% Warrior, should ho give him any 
cause, at the fort, lie placed the deer behind his saddle, and 
advanced to the American outposts, S.mie soldiers, of whom 
he politely inquired for Jackson's wd:ereaboni.s, gave him some 
i:i:-i isfe.iorv tititl rude replies, wdien a gray-headed man, a 
few steps beyond, pointed him to the marquee. 'Weatherford 
rode up to it, and checked his horse immediately at the en- 
trance, where sat the Bin 1 Warrior, who exultingly exclaimed, 
"Ah! Bill 'Weatherford, have we got you at last!" 
The fearless Chieftain cast Ids keen eyes at, the Big Warrior, 
and said, in a determined tone, 

» The Weatherfords always had fine horws, and old Charles, the 

hither, was a cn.cbra'.cd patron of the Alabama turf. 
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" You d — il traitor, if you give me any insolence, I will chapter 
blow a ball through your cowardly heart." ' 

General Jackson now came running out of tlio marquee, 
with Colonel Hawkins, and. in a furious manner, exclaimed, 

" How dare yon, sir, to ride up to my tent, after having 
murdered the women and children at Fort Mims !' : 

Weatherford said : 

;t General Jackson, I am not afraid of you. I fear no man, 
for I am a Creek warrior. I have nothing to request in he- 
half of myself; you can kill me, it' von desire. But I come 
to beg you to send for the women and children of the war 
party, who are now starring in the woods. Their fields and 
cribs have been destroyed by your people, who have driven 
them to the woods, without an ear of corn. I hope that you 
will send out parties, who wilt safely conduct them here, in 
order that tbey may be fed. I exerted myself in vain to 
prevent the massacre of the women and children at Fort 
Mims, I am now done Jjghr.it is;. The- lied Sticks are nearly 
all killed. If I could fight you any longer, I would moat 
heartily do so. Send for the women and children. They 
never did you any harm. But kill me, if the white people 
want it done.'' 

At the conclusion of those- w'ords, many persons, who had 
surrounded the marquee, exclaimed, " Kill him ! Kill him 1 A a 
Kill him!" General Jacksun conimandi'd silence, and, in an 
emphatic manner, said, 

" Any man who would kill as bhave a man as this 
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lie then, invited \W-sitherford to alight, drar.lt a glass of 
brandy fl'ith him, and entered into a cheerful conversation, 
under liis hospitable marquee. Weatherfbrd gave him the 
deer, and they were then g,, ( al friends. He took no further 
part in the war. except to influence his warriors to surrender.*' 
lie went to the place of his former residence, upon Little 
river, but soon had to leave it, as his life was in constant 

He then went to Fort Claiborne, and the commanding offi- 
cer of that post saved Iiim from being killed, by placing him 
in a tent by himself, which was pitched very near the mar- 
quee, and which was constantly guarded by a tile of soldiers. 
After he had been kept there ten or fifteen days, the com- 
manding officer became still more uneasy, for feat he would 
be killed by persons who had lost relations at Fort Mims, 
and who were bent on his destruction. He now resolved to 
send him beyond the lines, during a dark night. About 
midnight, he sent bis aid, followed by Weathei'ford, to the 
station of Major Laval, who was then a captain, and the offi- 
cer on guard. He said, " Captain Laval, the commanding 
officer says you must take- Weather ford to yonder tree, under 
which you will find a burst; Lied, and that he must mount the 



* Such id the account of Wiauh;i lord's iii-eiv-tv,' ■.villi Jackson, us 
related by the Chidiaiu himself, lo Golonei Robert James, of Clarke, 
William Sisemore, of Little river, and many other persons. The 
incorrect statements of Eaton, in his Lite of Jackson, are doubtless 
based entirely upon camp gossip. 
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horse and make his escape." Captain Laval instantly told 
Weatherford to follow him. He passed by the guard, giving 
the countersign, and reached the tree. Weatherford eagerly 
seized the limb to which (ho horse was tied, throw the reins 
over the animal's head, shook Laval by the hand, and said, 
in earnest and grateful tones, "Goon im: ! God hi. ess you !" 
He then vaulted into the saddle, and rode off rapidly. That 
was the last, time lie ever saw Weatherford. For the distance 
of one mile, at least, Laval heard the clattering of the horse's 
feet* 

After the war was over, Weatherford became a permanent 
citizen of the lower part of the county of Monroe, .where, 
upon a good farm, well supplied with negroes, he lived, 
maintained an excellent character, and was much respected 
by the American citizens for his bravery, honor and strong 
native sense. In 1H2G, he died, from the effects of fatigue, 
produced by a desperate bear hunt. 

Many persons yet living bear testiimmy to the bravery and 
honor of William Weath'-'ribrd, in private life, an instance of 
which we here take occasion to mention : 

In 1820, many people assembled at. the sale of the effects 
of the deceased Duncan Henderson, in the lower part of 
Monroe county, Alabama. An old man, named Bradberry — ■ 
the father of the gallant lieutenant, «'ho fought at Burnt 
Corn, and who "'as afterwards killed in another action— was 
cruelly murdered upon this occasion, by one r, who 



i? with Major Laval, a resident of Charleston, S. G. 
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■ plunged n long knife into the back of his neck. The mur- 
derer h;ul an accomplice, one 1" r, who was in pursuit of 

Bradberry at the same time, and who had, a few moments 
before, broken a pitcher over his head. These men were so 
desperate, and flourished their knives with such defiance, that 
Justice Henderson in vain called upon the bystanders to seize 
them, while the poor, unoffending oid I J rati berry, lay weltering 
in his blood, 

Shocked at the cowardly and brutal act, and provoked at 
the timidity of the bystanders-, William Weather ford, who 
lived in that neighborhood, now^dvareei.l towards Henderson, 
and said, in a load voice, " 'These, 1 suppose, are white men's 
laws. You stand aside, and see a man, an OLn man, killed, 
and not one of you will avenge bis blood. If he had one 
drop of Indian blood mixed with that which runs upon the 
ground there, I would instantly kill bis murderers, at the risk 
of my life," Justice Henderson implored him to take them, 
and, being assured that the while mail's law would not hurt 
him, but that be would be commended fur the act, Weather- 
ford now drew forth his long, silver- ban died butcher-knife, 
and advanced towards the murderers, who stood forty paces 
off, threatening to kill the first man who should attempt to 

arrest them. He first, advanced to C r, who, trembling 

at his approach, let his knife drop by his side, and instantly 
surrendered. Seizing him by (he throat, lie said to the by- 
standers, " Here, tie the d— d rascal." Then, going up to 
F r, upon whom lie- flashed his tiger eyes, he also arrested 
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him, without the least opposition— F r exclaiming, "I 

will not resist you. Billv We at i w? vto l- cl . " 

General Pinckriev arrivbiir at Foi't J ;icl<f-on, and "being the 
senior officer of the Southern army, assumed the command, 
and approved of all the acts of Jackson. Learning that the 
Indians were generally submitting, lie ordered the West Ten- 
nessee troops to march home. Two hours after the order was 
issued, they were in motion. , Arriving at Camp Blount, near 
Fayettevillc, Jackson discharged them, after gratifying them 
with a feeling address. Tie then repaired to the Hermitage, 
from which he had been absent eisrhuicn mouths, in a hostile 
land, and, a portion of the time, almost alone. 

Pinckney remained at Fort Jackson, with the troops from 
the two Carolines and those from Knit- Tennessee. Four 
hundred of General Dougherty's brigade of East Tencesseans 
were stationed at Fort Williams. General. Johnson, at the 
head of five hundred men, had been despatched to the Ca- 
hawba river, who proceeded to its source, and joined Jackson 
before he reached the Tennessee river. Several detachments 
were sent forth from Fori .lackson, who .scoured the country 
in all directions, for the fugitive Red Sticks. Colonel Haw- 
kins performed several trips to the Cbaitahoochie, and exerted 
himself to induce the wretched Creeks to surrender, and ter- 
minate a war which had proved so disastrous to them. But 
the British, at Pensacola, were endeavoring to rally them. 
Two vessels had anchored at tho mouth of the Apalachicola, 
and had landed five thousand stand of arms and abundant 
aiv.miiiiition, and three hundred liritish troops had commie iced 
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a forlifcition, under the command of a colonel. Kramer? 
were- sent to all parts of the nation, iiivitiii.e; the Indians to 
rush to that point for provisions and military supplies, and 
thither many of the Red Sticks repaired. The condition of 
the friendly Indians, too, was, at this time, most wretched. 
and upwards of five thousand of them were fed at the diffe- 
rent American pasts.* 

* Indian Afiaira, vol. 1, pp. 867-860. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

TREATY OF FORT JACKSON— ATTACK UPON" MO- 
BILE POINT— MARCH UPON PENSACOLA. 

On the resignations of Ounerak lLiiiiiiiij.il and "Harrison, chapter 
Jackson had been promoted to the rank of major-general. 
Leaving the Hermitage onoo more, he proceeded, with a 
small escort, to Fort Jackson, where lie safely arrived, and j "'f 14 in 
assumed the command of the Southern army. lie. had heen 
empowered by the Federal Government to conclude a treaty 
of peace with the Creek nation. After much opposition from 
the Big Warrior, and other Chiefs, to the surrender of the 
territory which was demanded, a treaty was signed. It was August 8 
stipulated that a line should eommenee upon the Coosa, at 
the southern boundary of the Cherokee nation, and continue 
down that river to Wetuiiipka. and thence eastwardly to 
Georgia. East and north of that line, containing upwards of 
one hundred and iii'ty thousand square miles, remained to 
the Indians. "West and south of it, was secured to the Uni- 
ted States. Tills territory was obtained as an indemnification 
for the expenses incurred by the government in prosecuting 
the war. Before the treaty was signed, the Big "Warrior 
vol. ir. 19 
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•faction and iJaukin^. in a lung speech, and ten- 
dered them, in the name of the friendly Chiefs, a. reservation 
of three miles square of land, each, "to he chosen where 
von like-, from thnt. we are going to give, ai near as yon can. 
to us, for we waul, you to live by us, and give us your advice." 
To George May fie Id and Alexander Curnells, their interpre- 
ters, ibey also gave one mile square, each. Jackson accented 
of this national mart of regard for him, if approved by the 
President, who, ho said, " would, doubtless, appropriate its 
value in aid of you:' naked women and children." Colonel 
Hawkins said : 

"I have been long among yon — I have grown grey in 
your service— I shall not. much longer he your agent. You 
all know that when applied to by red. black or white, I looked 
not to color, but to the justice of the claim. I shall continue 
to be friendly and useful to you, while I live, and my chil- 
dren, horn among you, will be so brought up as to do 
the same. T accept your present, and esteem it the more 
highly by the manner of bestowing it, as it resulted from the 
impulse of your own minds, and not from any intimation 
from the general or me."* 

Among other gallant oiiieeri present upon this occasion, 
was Colonel Arthur P. Hayne, who. after the peace, resided in 
Autauga county, Alabama, and was there much esteemed and 
respected. He was born i:i Charleston, South-Carolina, on 
the 12th March, 1790, and descended from a family distin- 

" lllu'iAli A lli.hT, XV.'.. 1 . 
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guisbed in tin.' Revolution. A 1 though not of age when the chapter 
attack was made by the l!vir;s;j. upon the Chesapeake, he en- 
tered Colonel Wade Hampton's regiment of light dragoons, as 
a first lieutenant. In 1809, he was stationed upon the Missis- 
sippi with Scott and Gaines, who tJien held the same rank 
with himself. "When war was declared against England, 
Hay ne was ordered to the North, and he presently participated 
in the "battle of Saekett's Harbor, in which he displayed so 
much gallantry and judgment, that he was immediately pro- 
moted to the command of a senadron of cavalry, with the 
rank of major. He was with Wilkinson in 1813, on the St. 
Lawrence. General Hampton, who wanted Hayne ■ to join 
his wing of the army, in on;: of his letters to the Secretary of 
"War. employed tins complimentary language: — "Send me 
Hay no ; 1 want hi- constitutional ardor-— it will add much to 
the strength of my army." After Major Hayne had been in 
several severe engagements, at the North, he received the im- 
portant appointment of inspector-general ; and being ordered 
to join Jackson, in the Creek nation, we find liiin at the 
marquee of that officer when the treaty was made. Colonel 
Hayne, during the battle of New-Orleans, was constantly in 
his saddle, executing the many hazardous trusts confided 
to him by Jackson, with promptness, bravery and ability. In 
later years, the duties of important oiiices abroad,- emanating 
from the "Federal Government, have been confided to him. 
He ii now a resident of Charleston, 

In the meantime, General Jackson had been vigilant as to 
the movements of the ISrilish and their .Indian allies upon the 
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chapter coast of the Floridas. He constantly despatched spies to 

Pensacols and ot 1 ipi- points. w lio returned and confirmed the 
previous reports which hud reached him. Provoked at the 
treachery of the Spaniards, he addressed a letter to Manri- 
quez, Governor of Pensaeola, remonstrating against the atti- 
tude of the Spanish authorities towards the United States, a 
power with which Spain professed to he at peace. Manri- 
quez, in his reply, denied that die fugitive Red Sticks were 
then with him, and that if they were, lie could not surrender 
them, upon the. ground of hospitality, nor refuse them assist 
ance at a moment when their distresses were so great; and, 
in admitting that the P.ngli-di had and still used the posts of 
Florida, he justified ii on account of a treaty which existed 
between Great Britain and the Indians, previous to the con- 
quest of the Floridas by Spain. Jackson replied in strong 
terms to this letter, despatching Captain Gordon with the doc- 
ument, who was instructed to gain additional information of 
the designs of the enemy. 

Having arranged ah things at the foit which bore his name, 
1SH Jackson, in company with Colonel Hayne, departed down 
the Alabama, in boats, with a portion of his troops, and ar- 
riving at Mobile, made that place his headquarters. He had 
been admonished that it was the design of the English soon 
to attack the city. He addressed a letter to Colonel Puller, 
which reached that officer at .Nashville, on the 9th of Sep- 
tember, urging him to hasten the advance of the volunteers 
to protect that point and .New-Orleans. Soon, Gen. Coffee 
was on the march from Tennessee, at the head of two thou. 
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sand men, while Colonel Butler hastened to pros, forward the ciiapi-ek 
militia, under Colonel Lower v, which had been, heretofore, re- 
quired for garrisoning posts hi the Indian country. Captains 
Baker and Butler also commenced the march from Nash- 
ville to Mobile, with the regular forces lately enlisted. 

Colonel Nichol, an .Irishman by birth, and now it British offi- 
cer, arrived at Pensacola with a small squadron of his majes- 
ty's ships, immediateh rearmed the Forts Barancas and St. 
Michael, and hoisted the British flag upon their ramparts. 
Making the house of Governor ilauriijiua his head-quarters, 
Nichol sought to draw around his standard the malcontents 
and traitors of the eomitry, by issuing a proclamation, stating Auauat 39 
that he i'.ad come with a force sufficient to relieve them from 
the chains which the Federal Government was endeavoring to 
rivet upon them. This presumptuous appeal was even ex- 
tended to the patriotic people of Kentucky and Louisiana. 
At the same time, in conjunction with Captain Woodbine, he 
employed himself ia colieetitig and clothing, in British, uni- 
form, the lied Sticks, and Seminolo.s, whom lie publicly drilled 
in the streets of Pensacola, To these, and »# the Bed Sticks, 
he promised a bounty of ten dollars for every scalp, whether 
of men, women or children. 

Fort Bowyer, at Mobile l.'oir.ijiad been dismantled by the or- 
ders of General Flournoy, who deemed it incapable of defence. 
Jackson, soon after arriving ai Mobile, sailed to the Point, and 
after an inspection of this defence, resolved to garrison, it. 
£ from Mobile the artillery which was taken from it, 
■ hundred and thirty men, including oraeers Major 
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■wrence, tie commander, immediately prepared to resist 
the attacks of the enemy, should he make his appearance. 
Lia ^ '^S' 1 ' 1 a sentiricl, statiousal lo wards Lake Borgne, discov- 
ered six hundred Indians and one hundred and thirty British 
marines. In the evening, two English sloops of war, with 
(.wo brigs, came lo anchor on the eoant, within Nix miles, east 
from the fort. The next day, at twelve o'clock, the land force 
*»■ rj approaching within seven hundred yards, threw three shells 
and one cannon ball. The shells exploded in the air, hut the 
ball carried away a timber of the rampart. The Americana, 
returning- a few shorn, f'ora-d the a ^Lilian Is to retire behind the 
sand hills, a mile and a half distant, where they began to 
raise intrenehments, but a few more discharges from the fort 
dispersed them. Some small boats were sent out from the 
ships to sound the channel, hut the discharge from the bat- 
her 16 tery drove them off The ships now stood out to sea, but 
about two o'clock they bore down upon the fort in order of 
battle, the Hermes, on board of which was Commodore 
Percy, being in the advance. The Americans opened a fire 
upon her at four o'clock, but site came to anchor within mus- 
ket shot^— the other three viikhij!' their portion behind her. 
The .engagement became geti'-rai, She ships discharging whole 
broadsides, while the American circular bit tery was destruc- 
tive in its operations. Captain Woodbine opened a battery 
with a land force, from behind a s;snd bluif on the south-eastern 
shore, seven humhvd yards disl.ani, hut the south battery of the 
Americans soon dispersed them. A furious cannonade of an 
hour filled the air with so much smoke, that Major Lawrence 
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ceased tor a moment to ascertain tlii; intentions of the Rig- chapter 
lish, seeing that the halyard <>f tin. 1 eoimnod.cre's flag had 
been cai'ried away. The commodore raised a new flag, and, 
at that moment, all the guns of the American battery were 
discharged, sensibly shaking the earl h around. After a short 
silence, the English renewed the action. The cable of the 
Hermes was out, and she- was carried away by the current, 
keeping her head to the fort, u'hich enabled Lawrence, for 
twenty minutes, to rake her, fore and aft. 

In the hottest of the- erigage.ii;er:l, Lawrence sei/.ed a spongy 
staff, and hoisted upon the edge of the parapet another flag, to 
supply the place of the one- ivhioh had. been carried away. The 
land force, under Woodbine, seeing the fad oi the Dag, rushed September is 
in triumph towards the foe t ; but some discharges of grape 
again dispersed them. The Heme? drifted a half mile, ran 
aground and was set on fire. The brig was so disabled that 
she could scarce retire, to join the other two vessels, which 
now all pnt to sea. At eleven o'clock at night, the explosion 
of the magazine blew up the Hermes.* 

The attack upon Mobile Point was a confirmation of the 
previous conjecture of Genera! Jackson, and he determined to 
throw a force into Pens;>eola sufficient to expel the enemy, 
who had sailed to that place after their defeat at Fort J3ow- 
yer. He despatched Colonel itayne to Fort Montgomery, 

* British loss— 16'2 lolled, 70 wounded; American loss— 4 killed, 
4 wounded. Latom-'n War in Wist Florida and Louisiana, pp. 32-42. 
Russell's Hisl6ry of the War, p. 979. Williams' Florida, p. 200. 
Eaton's Life of Jackson, pp. 936-237. 
19* 
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which was then in command of Colonel Thomas II. Lenton, 
under whose superintendence il was erected, far the purpose 
of organizing the troops in that quarter. Colonel Hayne 
discharged this duty with his usual promptness and decision. 
About this time, General Coffee had encamped on the western 
side of the Toinbi^hy, opposite tin: Cnt-Oif, with two thous- 
and eight hundred men. Jackson, reached his camp, and 
strained every nerve to a [ford supplies for (lie army, effecting 
loans upon his own credit and responsibility. The army 
crossed the Tombigby, and proceeded across Nannahubba 
Island, to Mims's Ferry. One thousand volunteers, hitherto 
mounted, left their horses in the care of keepers, to feed on 
the cane, and now cheerfully marched on foot Reaching 
Fort Montgomery, the army reposed a short time, and again 
took up the line of mareli lor Pensacola. It consisted of the 
third, thirty-ninth and forty-fourth regiments of infantry, the 
militia of Tennessee, a battalion of volunteer dragoons of the 
Mississippi Territory, and some friendly Indians. Encamping 
within one mile and a half of l.'onsaeola, Jackson sent 3 de- 
tachment of cavalry, under Lieu tenant Murray, of the Mis- 
sissippi dragoons, to reconnoitre. They captured a Spanish 
picket-guard, but could perceive nothing. Lieutenant Murray 
was, unfortunately, killed by an Indian, while in a path, some- 
what separated from his command. 

Major Pierre was despatched from head-quarters to the 
governor, with a summon*, preparatory to an attack upon the 
town, but was fired upon when he had arrived within three 
hundred yards of Fort St. Michael, although he held a white 
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flag in his hand. Impelled by ii feeling of humanity towards 
the oppressed Spaniards, who-e forli (ieations were held by the 
English, Jackson sent a- leti.er, by a prlsonov, to the governor, 
demanding an explanation for the insult offered to his flag. 
Through, an officer, his excvCeney disclaimed any participation 
in the transaction, and gave a pledge that American officers 
should, in future, be- treated with respect. Major Pierre being 
again sent, at midnight, was unsuccessful in his negotiation 
with ill..' governor Lo allow Jackson to occupy Korts 
and St. Michael, until Spanish troops should arrive 
eient numbers to protect the I'loiidas from British 
upon the neutrality of the nation. Major Pierre then left the 
governor, with the assurance that recourse would be had to 

Zaehariah McGirth, who has been mentioned in reference 
to Port Mims and the battle- of Onlebee, was sen;, by Jackson ^ 
into Pensacola, to ascertain the number and position of the 
enemy. About midnight he returned, and reported that a 
body of Indians, British and Spaniards, whom he estimated 
at over five thousand, occupied the heart of the town, and 
that some distance in advance of them, in the direction of the 
American cam;), another party had erected a battery, across 
a street. Knowing that this battery commanded the only 
avenue by which he could reach the enemy, without passing 
under the guns of Fort St. Michael, Jackson determined to 
remove it. He sent for Captain Laval, of the third regiment, 
and informed him that he had selected him as the man to 
" lead the forlorn hope." lie ordered him to pick one hun- 



tosied^Google 



364 THE AMERICANS IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

chapter drecl and twenty men, for the purpose of storming the bat- 
tery. Laval com m at nkil a company composing that number, 
and, although he had the option of selecting men from other 
companies, ho l.is-~t- appealed to his own men, and stated to 
them the dangerous duty which had been assigned to him. 
They all responded, by saying, " Wherever yon go, Captain 
Noy 814 )i vi -Laval, we follow." About ci^ht. o'clock in the morning Laval 
began his inarch. Captain Denkins, who was ordered to sup- 
port him with two pieces of artillery, if it should become 
necessary, marched some distance in his rear. Colonel Hay lie, 
so anxious for the success of Laval, who was his warm friend, 
rode in the rear of the company. When Laval came near 
the battery, Denkins and his artillery were far behind, in con- 
sequence of the rapid march of the former, and the heavy 
sand, which retarded the pieces of the latter. The enemy 
opened their cannon upon the " forlorn hope," while nume- 
rous assailants annoyed them, by cross fires, from the houses 
and gardens. The brave Laval, at the head of his company, 
however, marched steadily on. Colonel Hayne now dis- 
mounted, and rushed upon the enemy on foot. Finally, 
Laval reached the battery, and, at that moment, a. large grape 
shot tore his log to pieces, and be instantly fell to the ground. 
The troops rushed over the batiery, anil secured the pieces of 
the enemy, all of whom presently lied, except the command- 
ing officer, who bravely maintained his position, and was 
taken a prisoner. 

Captain William Laval, now Major Laval, was born on the 
2lth May, 1788, in Charleston, ^ oath -Carolina. His father 



to S i e db,Goog[e 



THE AMERICANS IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 355 

who had been an officer in France, came to America with chapter 
the French army, in the legion of Liu; Duke of Fauzun, to 
assist us in the struggle for our liberties. He was a cavalry 
officer, and participated in several of the American battles 111 
Virginia, Delaware and New -Jersey, and, after peace was 
declared, was, for many years, a Sheriff of the Charleston 
district. The son entered the American army in October, 
1808, as an ensign. He was stationed a! Forts Moultrie and 
-Johnson, and at a recruiting encampment upon the Catawba, 
In 1812, he was appointed a first lieutenant. In January, 
1813, he advanced, with his company, commanded by Cap- 
tain Moore, from Fori. TTawkins, across the Creek nation, to 
Mobile, and fro thence to New- Orleans. Very soon after, 
when the Creek war broke out, he was promoted to the post 
of captain, and marched with I hi; third ivgiment, to which his 
company belonged, to Fort Claiborne, and from thence to the 
Holy Ground, in the battle of which he participated. From the 
wound which he received upon the occasion of the siege of Pen- 
sacola, he was a severe .sufferer lor two year's ; but, although it 
has rendered him a cripple for life, he is now in line health, 
and moves upon his crutches with ease and animation. Since 
the war, he has held various respectable offices, conferred by a 
people grateful tor his miliiiiry service*. He has been a Secreta- 
ry of State of Sijul li-Caroiimi, its Comptroller-General, a Sheriff 
of Charleston, an officer in the custom-house, Assistant Treasur- 
er of the United States under Mr. Polk, and is now the Treasur- 
er of the State of South-Carolina. Major Laval is near six feet 
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■ high, very erect in person, and presents a vovy striking; and 
military appearance. 

, In the capture of the Spanish battery, seven Am erica lis 
were killed and eleven wounded, iunor.;i whom, besides Laval, 
was Lieutenant Flouraoy. Four Spaniards were killed, sis 

WOUluled, tillj K'VCL'rL! captured. 

After the storming of this battery, three thousand Ameri- 
cans, in three eoLimns, advanced, and proceeded along the 
beach, eastward of the town, to avoid the fire from St. Mi- 
chael. A flag of truce from Governor llaiiriquess produced 
a cessation of hostilities. The former terms of Jackson were 
now agreed to; but the commandant of St. Michael refused 
to obey the governor. Jackson now, leaving Major Pierre, 
with eight hundred men, wit.li orders to possess the fort before 
night, retired to his cam]] with the remainder of his troops, 
the British attempting to intercept his march by the fire of 
long guns, from the shipping. 

Tt was important that the Americans should possess the 
fort before morning, for the "British vessels, provided with 
spring cables, were, at any moment, ready Co fire the town, or 
effect a landing. Indeed, by the aid of their boats, they had 
continued to fire upon our troops, as they passed along the 
principal streets ; but Lieutenant, (.'aii, with a single piece of 
artillery, suddenly appeared upon the beach, and dispersed 
them. Five hundred men were now placed upon the beach, 
to oppose the landing of the British, while Captain Denkins, 
with two companies and three pieces of cannon, occupied 
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Mount St. Bernard, which commanded Fort St. Michael. At chapter 

six o'clock, P.M., Colonel Sotto, after having sent a verbal 

message that he would surrender, refused to receive Captain 

Dentins and his command, which had been ordered to possess 

the fbrt, ui'oii the pretence that they could not <>\ ;u.-hmI c before' 

morning. When Dentins was about to commence an attack, 

Sotto, aware of the consequences, suv re side red, and, at eleven NoTera |, etl 

o'clock at. night, the Americans took possession. On the 

same afternoon, the battery of St.. Rose, opposite Fort Baran- 

eas, was blown up by the Spaniards. 

The next morning, die governor refused io give an order Novembers 
for the surrender of Fort Baraneas, and Jackson resolved to 
take it; but, while preparations wore making to march down 
against it, it was blown up, by order of the commandant. 
The British shipping, by this act, were enabled to pass by 
the ruins of Fort Baraneas, and put to sea. Had Jackson 
possessed it in time, they would have been cut off from re- 
treat. 

Having effected the expulsion of the British from Pensa- 
cola, captured one of the forts, while the others were destroyed 
by the enemy themselves, and forced the Bed Sticks to retreat 
to the forests, in a perishing condition, and. being aware that 
his army could onlv be supported by tedious land transporta- 
tion, that winter was selling in, and that the defence of New- 
Orleans demanded bis services, General Jackson took up the 
line of march for Fort Montgomery, where he arrived without Novembers 
accident. 

Placing a considerable portion of bis army under Major 
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Uriah Blue, of the thirty-ninth regiment, the c 

chief visited Mobile, and then departed for New-Orleans. 

Major Bine, at a period between the attack upon Pensaco- 
la and the battle of New-Orleans, scoured lire swamps of the 
Escambia and all the buys in West Florida, with a large force 
of mounted men, consisting- of Americans, Olioctaws, Chicka- 
saws and friendly Creeks. He killed many of the refugee 
Creeks, who fought him in vho.lt- dense- retreats, and captured 
a large number, besides women and children, whom he con- 
stantly sent to Fort Montgomery, guarded by strong detach- 
ments. We regret exceedingly that want of space forces us 
to omit a detailed account of tins fatiguing and perilous ex- 
pedition, taken from the lips of an intelligent surgeon. In 
some other work, we hope to be able to record the brilliant 
achievements and valuable services performed, on this occa- 
sion, by Major Bine. Wo would remark, however, that he 
was the officer who brought the Creek war of 1813 and 1814 
to a final termination. K"o official aceount of this march has 
fallen into our hands, and we believe none exists. 

In drawing our account of the Creek war to a close, we 
cannot refrain from indulging in some reflections upon the 
bravery, endurance, self- .sacrifice and patriotism of the lied 
Sticks. Let us, for a moment, recapitulate their achievements, 
never yet rivalled in savage life. They defeated the Ameri- 
cans at Burnt Corn, and compelled them to make a precipi- 
tate retreat. They reduced Fort Minis, after a fight of five 
hours, and exterminated its numerous inmates. They en- 
countered the large force under CoiTee, at Tallasehatehe, and 
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fought fall not one warrior was left, disdaining to beg for ohai'teb 
quarter. They opposed Jackson at Talladega, and, although 
surrounded by his army, poured out their fire, and fled not 
until the ground was almost covered with their dead. They 
met Floyd at Auitose, and fought him obstinately, and then 
again rallied and attacked him, a few hours after the battle, 
when he was leading bis army over .Heydon's Hill. Against 
the well-trained army of Claiborne they fought at the Holy 
Ground, with the fury of tigers, and then made good their 
retreat across the Alabama. At Emuckfau, three times did 
they charge upon Jackson, and when he retreated towards 
the Coosa, they sprang upon him, while crossing the creek at 
.iMiiuii-hop;:'), with (.lie courage and impetuosity of lions- 
Two days afterward?, a party under Wcatherford rushed upon 
the unsuspecting Georgians, at Calebee, threw the army into 
dismay and confusion, and stood their ground, in a severe 
■iini:;: ;\.-, '.mid (lie superior force of Floyd loreed them to fly, 
at daylight. Sixty days after this, Jackson surrounded them 
at the Horse-Shoe, and, affer a sanguinary contest of three 
hours, nearly exterminated them, while not one of them 
begged for quarter. At length, wounded, starved and beaten, 
hundreds fled to the swamps of Florida ; others went to 
Pensacola, and, rallying under Colonel Nichol, attacked Fort 
Bowyer. Fierce scouting parlies, during the whole war, had 
operated against them, from point to point, and they were 
not finally overcome until Major Blue made the expedition 
just related. 

Thus were the brave Creeks opposed by the combined 
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ia, Tennessee and the .\fhsissippi Territory, 
together with the federal forte* from oilier States, besides 
numerous bands of bloody Choctaws and Ohickasaws. Fresh 
volunteers and lnihda, from month to month, were brought 
agains.; them, ivliile no one nunc to then- assistance, save a 
few English officers, who led them to undertake enterprises 
beyond their ability to accomplish. And how long did they 
contend against the powerful forces allied against them 1 
From the 27th of July, 1813, to the last of December, 18] 4. 
In every engagement with the Americans, the force of the 
Creeks was greatly inferior in number, except at Burnt Corn 
and Fort Minis. 

Brave natives of Alabama ! to defend that soil where the 
I.''!'.';:' -'i-iri:, ii'iivw you birth, yon s;enrieed your peai-efdl sa- 
vage pursuits ! You fought the invaders until more than 
half your warriors were slain ! The remnant of your warlike 
race yet live in the distant Arkansas. Yon have been forced 
to quit one of the lines t regions upon earth, which is now- 
occupied by Americans. "Will they, in some dark hour, 
when Alabama is invaded, defend this soil as bravely and as 
enduringly as you have done? Posterity may be able to 
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CHAPTER XL. 

THE BRITISH TAKE MOBILE POINT— PEACE DE- 
CLARED— THE ALABAMA TERRITORY. 

TiiK victory of the Americans, at New-Orleans, forced the 
British, to abandon the brinks of the Mississippi, and hover 
about Mobile Point. Twenty-five of their vessels anchored 3 
in a serni-cirenlar position, five miles from Port Bowyer. 
Thirteen ships of the line anchored two miles in rear of it. 
Five thousand men landed and encamped. After several 
days of trie most active pvepa rations, for the reduction of this 
little American defence, still under the command of the brave 
Major Lawrence, the latter assembled ;t eomieil of his officers, 
who decided that it was impossible to contend with a power- 
ful force, both by sea and land. The next day, according to 
previous negotiations, three hundred and sixty Americans, 
including officers, marched out of Fort Bowyer, with colors 
flying and drums beating, mm! took up quartet's on hoard of 
three British ships of the line, as prisoners of war.* 

The treaty of peace between England and the United 

* i.atour's Late War in "West Florida and Louisiana, pp. 207-216. 
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Slafs. concluded at Ghent, did not reach ftenerfil Jackson, at 
New-Orleans, until the 13th March. A few days after this, 
the latter informed Admiral Cochrane, of the British navy, 
of the joyous intelligence. But the latter, whose fleet still 
lay about Mobile l'oint, did not leave our shoves immediately, 
in consequence of the exchange of prisoners constantly going 
on. Besides this, the great mortality from the wounds and 
disease which [ivc vailed throughout ids shipping, still further 
retarded his departure. Hundreds of liritish soldiers were 
entombed in the white sands of Mobile Point and Dauphin 
Island. At length, the 1st of April witnessed the departure 
of our enemies, and the happiness of our people, now once 
more left to repose. 

At this period, a large tract of country was still in posses- 
sion of the Chicliasaws, south and west of Madison county ; 
but the Americaii population began to form settlements upon 
it. Hundreds went lower down, upon the Tombigby, and 
others npon its head waters. Governor Holmes extended, by 
proclamation, the jurisdiction of the Mississippi Territory over 
the country of the* .Wrick Warrior and Tombigby, now ac- 
quired from the Chiekasaws by treaty, and gave the whole 
the name of Monroe county, 

Madison, north of the Tennessee, at this time less than 
thirteen miles square , had, within : <lx years, obtained a popu- 
lation of more than ten thousand souls, many of whom were 
wealthy and intelligent planters from the Southern Atlantic 
States. Gabriel Moore. Itii^h McVay and William. Winston, 
were elected to the Territorial legislature, from I his eountv, in 
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June. Fifteen hundred and seventy votes were east in Madi- < 
son, at the election for a delegate to Congress, while the 
iigirsvsfti-'K vote of the conn ties of Jefferson, Claiborne and 
Adams, was only fourteen hundred and twenty. The Wash- 
ington district, upon the Tomhigby, sent only two members 
to tho Territorial Legislature, 

The lands acquired by the treaty of Fort Jackson began to 
be only partially settled, as much of them was still in the 
occupancy of the Creeks, who had not removed, and, owing 
to tho intrigues of liritish emissaries, stiil in Florida, the 
boundary lines bad r.ot been established. Indeed, even before 
the 16th October, the Creeks had again commenced hostilities 
upon the frontiers of (ieorgia. and had broken up the military 
cantonments on the line from Fort Jackson to Fort Mitchell. 
Aixain, settlements were still further retarded by (lie proela- d 
mation of the President, forbidding the settlement of this 
territory until it was surveyed. 

To facilitate the advance of population north and west of 
the Cheek nation, and to prevent encroachments upon the 
OhocLiws, Chieknsa.ws and Cherokccs, commissioners of the 
United States obtained, by treaties, in the iULtnnni of 1816, all 
the territory from the head waters of the Coosa, westward, to 
Cotton Gin Port, and to a line running from thence to the 
mouth of Caney Creek, on the Tennessee. After this, the Ame- 
ricans pressed forward, and, before the close of 181G, the popu- 
lation of the Mississippi Territory was mote than seventy-five 
thousand, including slaves. Forty-six thousand of this popu- 
lation was distributed in the counties west of Pearl river, the 
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■ remainder in (-lie Tennessee valley, and upon the Tombigbv 
and the Mobile. 

On the 1st March, Congress declared that the Mississippi 
Territory should be divided, by a line commencing at the 
mouth of Bear Creek, on the Tennessee, t.lienec to the north- 
west coi'D or of Washington eottiiiy. and thence south, with 
the western limit of that county, to the sea. A Convention, 
also upon the authority of Congress, composed of forty-four 
delegates, assembled at the town of Washington, near Nat- 
chez, and adopted the constitution of the Slate of Mississippi. 
None of the cotmties now lying in Alabama were represented 
in this convention. On the 10th December, the acts of the 
convention were ratified by Congress, and Mississippi became 
a member of the Federal Union. 

The territory east of the new State of Mississippi, Congress 
erected into a territorial government, giving it the name of 
Alabama, from the great river which drained its centre. 
Upon the first organization of this new government, seven 
counties only — Mobile, link! win. Washington, Clarke, Madi- 
son, Limestone and Lauderdale — were formed within our 
limits, and (hey enjoyed the legislative and judicial powers 
which they possessed before the division, and the officers 
retained their places. The seat of government was tempo- 
rarily fixed at St. Stephens. 

William Wyatt Bibb was appointed Covernor of the Ala- 
bama Territory, He was born in Amelia county, Virginia, 
October 2d, 1781. His father, William Bibb, had held the 
i of captain, in the revolutionary war, and was 
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afterwards 11 respectable member of the legislature of Vir- C 
giniu. His mother, whose maiden name was Wyat.t, a native 
of New Kent county, of the liime Stale, was a lady of supe- 
rior intellect, and was favorably known to the eaily settlers of 
Alabama. The family removed to Georgia at an early period, 
and settled in. Elbert county, upon the Savannah. Captain 
Bibb died in 1796, leaving to his wife the care and responsi- 
bility of eight children, all of whom she lived to see in 
affluent Mid respectable positions in life. William, the sub- 
ject of this notice, graduated at the College of William and 
Mary, returned to Georgia and established himself as a phy- 
sician, in the town of Petersburg. Shortly afterwards, he 
was elected to the legislature, where, for several sessions, he 
evinced considerable talents and usefulness. When scarcely 
twenty-five years of age, he took a seat in Congress, at the 
commencement of the session of 1806, where he was an 
active and efficient member. From the Senate of the United 
States, to which he afterwards succeeded, he was transferred 
by President .Monroe to the, government of Alabama, 

The first Territorial Legislature convened at St. Stephens, 
the 19th January, 1818. James Titus was the only member 
of the Executive Council or Senate. He sat alone, and deci- 
ded upon the acts of the lower house, and adjourned, and met 
again, with a show of formality ouite ludicrous. Gabriel 
Mooio, of Madison count)', was the speaker of the house, 
which was composed of about thirteen members. Governor 
Bibb, on the 20th, presented his message, in which he recom- 
mended the advancement of education, the establishment of 
vol. ii. 20 
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■ roads, bridges and ferries, the alteration in the boundaries of 
counties, and the formation of new ones, and many other 
thing's, calculated to promote the welfare of the Territory. 
He brought to the serious attention of the assembly the peti- 
tion from the Mississippi convention, recently addressed to 
Congress, praying that body to enlarge the limits of Missis- 
sippi, by restricting those of the Alabama Territory to the 
Tombigby river. He opposed the project, and contended 
that the present line of partition had been deliberately fixed 
by the competent authorities, and voluntarily accepted by the 
people of that State. 

Thomas Eastern was elected Territorial printer. George 
Philips, Joseph Howard, Maihew Wilson, Joseph P. Kennedy, 
John Gayle and Reuben Saffold, were selected as nominees, 
from whose number the fre-idenlof the United States should 
-elect Ihree members for the next legislative council. 

The counties of Cotaco, Lawrence. Franklin, Limestone, 
Lauderdale, Blount, Tu^ealuo^a, Waven^o, Shelby, Cahawba, 
Dallas, Marion and Conecuh, were established. In each, the 
superior courts of law ami equity, and two county courts, and 
one intermediate court, were to be holden annually. They 
were allowed one representative, each, in the legislature. 

The boundaries of Washington, ViuUlwm, Mobile and Ma- 
rengo, were altered and extended. Madison, the shape of which 
was formerly that of a triangle, was now made to assume its 
present form. The St. Stephens Academy was incorporated, 
and its trustees authorized to raise four thousand dollars by a 
lottery. "The Si. Stephens Steamboat Company" was also 
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incorporated. Hudson Powell, Robert Gaston, Joseph H. OHAPTEH 
Howard, Howell Rose and George Dabney, were appoint- 
ed commissi on ers, to select a temporary place at which to 
hold the courts of Montgomery county, then of vast extent. 

The legislature repealed the laws upon' usury, and al- 
lowed any interest agreed upon between the parties, and 
expressed in writing, to be legal. The compensation of the 
members was fisccl by themselves, upon a more liberal scale 
than at present. The speaker itnd president were allowed February 
seven, and the members, "live dolUis per diem, besides mile- 
age. 

Clement C. Clay, Samuel Taylor, Samuel Dale, James 
Titus and William L. Adams, Mere elected commissioners, to 
report to the next session the most central and eligible site 
for the Territorial legislature. 

Madison, Limestone, Lauderdale, Franklin, Lawrence and 
Catoco counties, were erected into the "northern judicial dis- 
trict." Governor Bibb, on the 14th February, appointed 
Henry Minor attorney-general, of this district, 

Clarke, Washington, Monroe, Conecuh, Baldwin and Mobile 
counties, composed the "southern judicial district," and Mathew 
D. Wilson was appointed the attorney -general thereof. 

Marion, Blount, Slidbv, Montgomery, Cahawba, Marengo, 
Dallas and Tuscaloosa comities, composed the " middle judicial 
district," iin( l Joseph Noble was appointed its attorney-general. 

Before the division of the Mississippi Territory, and while 
the legislature sat, at Washington, in Adams county, a stock 
bank had been established at ITuntsi ille. A resolution. 
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chapter adopted at the session of St, Stephens, changed its name to 
tliat of "Planters and Merchants Bank of HmitsviUe." The 
Tombigby stock bank was also now established, with a capi- 
tal of five hundred thousand dollars. Such were the only 
important acta of the first session of the legislature of the 
Alabama Territory.* 

But Indian disturbances, as we have said, had commenced. 
Although the British army had sailed for Europe, yet there 
were still subjects of thui nation in the Floridas, who origi- 
nated the " Seminole war ;" among the most active of whom 
were Captain "Woodbine, Colonel '.Nirhol, Alexander Arbuth- 
not and Robert C. Amhrisler. They had adopted the opinion 
of Lord Castlereagh, that the 9th article of the treaty of 
Ghent entitled the Creeks to a restoration of the lands which 
they had been compelled to relinquish, at Fort Jackson. 
"Woodbine, entering i;pon the task of enforcing this ill-found- 
ed claim, had conducted k> Florida a colony of negro slaves, 
which had been stolen by the British, during the war, from 
the Southern planters. He had ascended the Apalachicola, 
and had erected a strong fori, which was well supplied with 
Apriiss artillery and stores. From this point, he had presumptuously 
addressed Hawkins a. letter, demanding the restoration of the 
ceded lands, and represented himself as commanding his 
majesty's forces in Florida. Hostilities had already com- 
menced upon the frontiers, and even the Big Warrior had 
declared that he had been deceived as to the extent of the 
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lands which had been forced from him. Colonel Clinch, of chapter 
Georgia, with detachments under Major Muhlenburg and 
Captain Zachaby Taylor, had invested and completely AnpatM 
destroyed Woodbine's negro fort, killing many oi.' tin 1 inmates, 
aad hun-uvj: a vast amount of"' miliary properly. Notwith- 
standing these difficulties, emigrants continued boldly to push 
iliriiii-'li tin- Ureok nation, iiiid to occupy portions of the Ala- 
bama Territory. A small colony had established themselves 
in the present Butler county. Among them was Captain 
William Butler, a native of Virginia, who had been a mem- 
be." of the Georgia- legislature, and :he commander of a com- 
pany of volunteers at the battle of Ca'.obee; Captain James 
Suffold, a lawyer, who had commanded a company of artil- 
lery, under Major Mcintosh, while stationed at Fort Deca- 
tur, besides William 1'. Gardner, .l.'aiiiel bliuw, -lames 1>. K. 
Garrett, Britain M. l'earman, arid others, all of whom came 
recently from Georgia. Most of these worthy settlers pitched ^^ 
their camps upon the ridge near the residence of the late 
Chancellor Crenshaw. Two years previous to this, however, 
a few emigrants had settled on the Federal Road, near where 
Fort Dale was afterwards erected, in the present county of 
Butler, among whom were William Ogle, his wife, and five 
children, with J. Dickerson. ■ Another settlement had been 
formed in the " Flat," on the western border of that county. 
Sam McNac, who still lived near the Pinchoma, on the 
Federal Road, informed these emigrants that hostile Indians 
were prowling in that region, who meditated mischief. A 
temporary block-house was immediately erected, at 
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Gary's, and those in the Flat began the construction of a 
fori, afterwards called Vori Bibb, enclosing the house of Cap- 
tain Saffold, who had removed from the ridge to that place. 
On the (5th March, William Ogle drove his ox-cart in the 
direction of Port Claiborne, for provisions, and he had not 
proceeded far before a Chief, named (.Tehee Tom, and seven- 
teen varri'iTrf, seized the rope with which in- was driving, and 
gave other evidences of violence, hut. filially Buffered him to 
proceed. Feeling much solicitude on account of his family, 
and purchasing corn at SepvJga Creek, he returned home, 
when 1 iJio Indians had been, in the meantime, and bad mani- 
fested a turbulent disposition. On the 13th of March, Ogle 
at'ended a company muster, and from thence there went 
Isont.c with bim, in the evening, an old acf.|iiaintaiice, named 
Eli Stroud, with his wife and child. Meeting in a savage 
land, under sad apprehensions, these friends, having put their 
children to sleep, sat by the fireside of the cabin, and conti- 
nued to converse, in under tones, ever and anon casting their 
eyes through the crack's, to discover if Indians were approach- 
ing. Presently, by the dim light of the moon, Ogle saw a 
band of Red Sticks, who stealthily but rapidly approached 
the house. Springing from bis seat, lie seized his gun, ran 
to the door, and set on his fierce dogs ; but was soon shot 
dead, falling upon the thveshoid which he was attempting to 
defend. Stroud and his wife sprang over his body into the 
3-11 rd, having their infant sleeping upon the hearth, and ran 
off, pursued by a part of the savages. Paralyzed with fear. 
Mrs. Ogle at first stood in the floor, but, recovering herself. 
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ran around the corner of (be house, rdicl, protected by a. large chapter 
dog, escaped to a reed brake hard by, where she concealed 
herself. Here she heard the screams of Mrs, Stroud, who 
appeared to be running towards her, but who was soon over- 
taken and tomahawked. The savages entered the house, 
dashed out the brain.; of the infant, which was skewing upon 
the hearth, and butchered the oilier children, whose shrieks 
and dying groans the unhappy mother heard, from the place 
of her concealment. .After robbing the house, the wretches 
decamped, being unable to (ind Stroud, who lay not far off, 
in the high grass. The next morning, some of tile emigrants 
assembled, to survey the horrid scene. During the night, 
Mrs. Stroud had scuffled to the cabin, and was found in the 
ehhnviev corner, sitting beside tho body of her child, bereft of 
her senses. Ogle and four childre:: lay in the sleep of death. 
His two daughters, j'ili^abeth and "Mary Ann, were still alive, 
and were taken, with Mi's. Stroud, to the houses of the kind 
settlers, and, in a short time, were sent to Fort Claiborne, 
with an escort fum'shod by Colonel .Dale. On the way, Mrs. 
Stroud died, and, not long after reaching Claiborne, Mary 
Ann also expired. Elizabeth, through the kind attentions of 
Dr. John Watkins, survived her wounds, and is yet a resident 
of Butler county. 

One week after this massacre, Caplains "William Butler and 
James Saffold, in company with "W'iiliam P. Gardner, Daniel 
Shaw and young Hinson, set out from the fort, to meet Dale, ibis 
who was then marching to that point with a parry of volun- 
teers, a portion of whom thev desired to induce him to send 
20* 
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■ to the Flat, to protect the citizens, while cultivating thcii' 
fields. Advancing about two roiled, Savannah Jac;< and hi? 
warriors — the same who had murdered the Ogles — fired upon 
them from a ravine. Gardner and Shaw, riddled with rifle 
halls fell dead mom their horses. Butler and Unison, hot.h 
l.H'in^ wounded, were thrown to the ground. The latter, 
regaining his seat, in his, saddle, lied hack to the fort. Unable 
to reach his horse, Ihit.ler attempted, by nmning across the 
ravine, to gain the road in advance of the Indians ; hut he 
was pursued and shot at, from tree to tree, until he fell dead, 
hut not before he had killed one of his pursuers. Captain 
SaH'oid escaped to the fort', receiving no injury, except the 
perforation of his clothes by rifle halls. A. detachment, sent 
by Dale the next day, buried the dead, whose heads were 
beaten to pieces, and their bodies horribly mutilated* 

Not long after this affair, an emigrant, named Stokes, with 
his wife and children, was hilled, fifteen miles below Clai- 
borne. Great alarm pervaded the whole country, and the 
pee] le ni'ived upon Ihe hills, and began the construction of 



In the meantime, Governor Bibb, who had made several 
trips from Coosawda to .St, Stephens, and who was well ap- 

* In relation to the nuiriiot^ in TSiuler county, I must return my 
thanks to John K. Henry, Esq., of Greenville, who took the pains to 
procure correct £ta:i'r:)iai;s el' turn IVon: .1. Uiukereon and James D. 
K. Garrett. The late Reuben Hill, of Wetumpka, also furnished notes 
upon this subject. 
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prised of these depredations, resorted to prompt measures to 
afford protection to the settlers, .By his directions, Colonel 
Dale had marched to (lie scene- of the late murders. Bibb 
sent a despatch to the Big Warrior, demanding the with- 
drawal <>f ail the Indians from the lands ceded at. Fort Jack- 
son, acquainting him with the murders committed upon unof- 
fending white people, and requesting that the authors be 
pursued and punished, by such warriors as he might think 
proper to send out. 

Dale advanced to Poplar Spiting, erected a fort, which as- 
sumed his name, and assisteel the people to finish tort Bibb. 
Both of these forts were now garrisoned. .Major Votings, of 
the 8th irifaii'rv, stationed nt Fort Crawford, de-p;ifehe,l a 
detachment of whites and Choctaws, with orders to scour 
Ihe: (.'one, ■.nil. and al'tentards to join Pale. The litter also 
scoured Use surrounding country, hut overtook none of the 
Indians. Governor Bibb successfully co-operated with the 
United Suites officers stiitioned at A! outgo m cry Hill and Fort 
Crawford, for the protection of the citizens, and he visited, in 
person, all the newly erected stockades. On the 2,>th May 
he returned to Coosawda, and, the ne.vt day, rode up to Took- 
abatcha, and bad a friendly interview with the Big 'Warrior. 
Leaving the secretary of State, Henry Hitchcock, a young 
New-England er, of great ability, in charge of the government, 
his excellency returned lo Georgia, upon urgent business. 

The Red Sticks, in the meanwhile, had collected in a con- 
siderable band, and the country oven 1 -which Dale had the 
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chapter command Incoming too hot to hold the iu, they crossed the 
Alabama, and marched through .Marvago arid Greene. In 
Mc-Gowau's settlement, three children, named Hall, and a 
negro woman, wore murdered, on tin: i 1th September. Sus- 
picion falling upon Savannah Jack and his party, they were 
pursued, and trailed to Gun Island, or Gnu Shirte, on the 
Warrior, L>v Colonel Thomas IT.uni.or. at the head of some 

September IB sotticrs - ^"'glrt coming on, the pursuit ceased. The next 
day, a party under Major Taylor, and another under Captain 
Bacon, crossed the Warrior-, to the western side, and, in a 
dense swamp, came upon the savages. An action of an hour 
ensued. The officers, aciitig with hravery and prudence, were 
sustained by only a few of their men. A retreat was at 
length made, with the loss of two men killed, and one se- 
verely wounded. The next day, Colonel Hunter, with fifty 
men, followed upon the trail of the enemy, and came upon a 
small party, one of whom was killed. The next morning he 
continued the pursuit, for twenty miles, to the Sipsey Swamp, 
where, from the impracticability of entering it, the enemy 
was left to repose.* 

This expedition was followed up by several others, upon 

the Warrior ; hut the Creeks iiad, at length, determined to 

October leave the Americans in <|uiet possession of the lands, which 

were surrendered with sacli reluctance at the treaty of 

* Report of Colonel Hunter lo Governor' Bibb, to be found among 
the State Archives. 
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Fort Jackson. The flood-gains of Virginia, the two Carolinas, 
Tennessee, Kentucky and Georgia, were now hoisted, and 
mighty streams of emigration poured through them, spreading 
over the whole territory of Alabama. The axe resounded from 
side to side, and from corner to comer. The stately and 
magnificent forests fell. Log cabins spiling, as if by magic, 
into sight. Never, before or since, has a country been so 
rapidly peopled. 
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CHAPTER XLI, 

MODERN FRENCH COLONY IN ALABAMA, OR 
THE VINE AND OLIVE COMPANY. 

■ A colony of French sought. Alabama us sin asylum from 
Bourbon persecution. The winter of 1816 and 181 7, found 
many of these dislintruished refugees in Philadelphia. An 
ordinance of Louis XV JR. had forced thorn from l.-'raueo, on 
a (.'.count of their attachment to Napoleon, who was then an 
exile upon St. Helena.. 

The refugees despatch yd Nicholas S. I'arment.ie)' to the 
Federal eitv. 10 obtain fVo;n. Congress a tract of land iii the 
■wild domain of the West, upon which they had resolved to 
establish a colony. On the 4th March, 1817, Congress au- 
thorized the sale of four townships to them, at two dollars 
per acre, on a credit of fourteen years, apon condition that 
they cultivated the vine and olive. In 
refugees had entered into a correspondence with i 
persons of the West, in regard to the soil and climate of dif- 
ferent, regions. Dr. Brown, of Ivent.uc.hy, who had travelled 
in France, and had become much, iiilerested hi these unhappy 
people, advised them to settle near the confluence of the 
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Warrior and Tombigby, which they determined to do. Or- 
ganix:a^ in Pb^adolpliia. the company was round to consist 
of three hundred arid forty allottees, and the hind was divided 
among them; some aenniring a. full share of four hundred 
ai-d eighty acres, and others half and quarter shares, and 
some not more than eighty acres. To each man was also 
assigned a lor. in the town which they wore to ostab'.'ML, a-td 
also one in the suburbs. Associated with them, as assist- 
ants, were Prosper Ballard, A.. Mocquart, and J. le Francois. 
George Ts. Stewart, then a youth of eighteen, and now a dis- 
tinguished lawyer of Mobile, was their secretary. 

The schooner McDonough was chartered, and the eom- 
ini--"!"r.: rs. ivit.li many French o migrants, set sail from l'liibi- 
delphia. Late one evening, in the month of May, this vessel, 
bearing these romantic voyagers, was seen approaching Mo- 
bile Point, in the midst of a heavy gale. Governed by an 
obsolete chart, the captain was fast guiding her into danger. 
Lieutenant Beal, commanding at Fort Bowyer, perceiving 
her perilous situation, fired aa alarm gun. IS'ight coming on, 
and overshadowing both sea and land with darkness, he 
caused lights to be raised along the shore as guides to the 
distressed vessel. The wind continuing to increase, she was 
thrown among the breakers, and immediately struck. Sig- 
nals of distress being made, the noble lieutenant' threw him- 
self into a boat, with live resolute men, and with Captain 
Bourke, formerly an officer. Mounting wave after- wave, they 
reached the wreck about one o'clock in the morning. The 
wind had somewhat, abated, and Beal crowded the women 
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■ and children into Ins boat, and conducted then) safely to shore. 
The larger number of the- e<jion>ts remained on board the 
schooner, which was ultimate];' saved, by being washed into 
deeper water. Bestowing upon the refugees every attention 
while they remained at the Point, Beal accompanied them to 
Mobile, and partook of a public dinner, which they gave him, 
in token of their gratitude. 

The commissioners remained a few days at Mobile, which 
was then a small place, with but one wharf, and proceeded 
up the river in a large barge, furnished by Addin Lewis, the 
collector of the port. Stopping t-1 Fort Stoddait, they were 
received with hospitality by Jud^e Toulmin, to whom they 
bore [attars. They next visited General Gaines, then in com- 
mand of a large force at Fort Montgomery, and the barge 
then cut across to the Tombigby, and landed at St. Ste- 
phens—a plaee of some size, with refined and lively inhabi- 
tants. Discharging the government boat, and procuring an- 
other bat'ge, the refugees once more began their voyage up 
the winding and rapid current. Camping upon the banks 
cu:i--'.'!iallv, and exploring the country around, they at 
length established themselves, temporarily, at the White 
Bluff. A portion of them proceeded to old Fort "Tombeebe," 
and near there, visited Mr. George S. (iaincs, who was still 
United States Cheetaw factor, whoso table fed the hungry, 
and whose roof sheltered the distressed. Lie advised them to 
make their location in the neighborhood of the "White Bluff. 
John A. Penieis and Basil Mealier, whom the association had 
despatched to explore the Red river country, now arrived. 
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■ favorable reports of the country in the Alabama chapter 
Territory, the association at Philadelphia took measures to 
colonize it. The west side of the Tombigby belonged to the 
Choctaws. mid the east had recently been in possession of 
the Creeks. The region where the French emigrants had 
resolved lo establish themselves, was an immense forest of 
tiv.es and cane, interspersed, with prairie : and near the pre- 
sent town of Greensboro', was .Rus sell's settlement of Tennos- 
seans, and some distance below the White Bluff, were a few 
inhabitants. However, the French continued to arrive in 
boats, by way of Mobile, and cabins were erected about the 
White Bluff, in a rode- and scattering manner. Having been 
aeenstomed to Parisian life, these people were very imlilleretit 
pioneers. Unprovided with wagons and teams, and unac- 
quainted with the shifts to which pioneer people are often 
complied '.'■■ resort, tijey made but slow pr.:^r;---- in ■~v.\i lain- 1 
the wilds. Provisions of all kinds were remarkably high. 
They, however, slowly struck- J against these difficulties, and 
endeavored to raise provisions upon small patches, without 
knowing upon what tract, in the grant, they were to live in 
future. 

The meridian line was established, and the grant divided 
into townships and sections. A town was formed at the 
White Bluff, which, according to ibc roqnest of Count Ileal, 
of Philadelphia, was called 1 *emopolis— 'lie- city of the people.'* 

•Afterwards, it proved thai Demopoiis was not embraced in the 
townships of the French grant. An American company purchased it 
of the United States, at fifty-two dollars per acre. 
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chapter To secure the river front, two fractional townships were chosen 
"by the commissioners, instead of two entire townships. Emi- 
grants continuing to arrive, grant eon fusion and controversy 
arose in tlie selection of lots ami tracts of land, while the 
association at Philadelphia, unacquainted with the localities, 
were unwisely and arhitrariK planum;}' their own forms of loca- 
tion. By a new contract, made between 1IY. Crawford, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and Charles Viliar, agent of the associa- 
December tion, tiie 1:1 - iK ^ were *°'*h a°d the tracts of each person 
designated. The allotments made at Philadelphia, and rati- 
fied by Mr. Crawford, being different from those already made 
by the settlers, forced the hitter to abandon many of their 
hard-earned improvements, and to retire further into the 
forest. This wretched state of things caused General Le- 
febvre Desnoettes, who had opened a farm on his Tombigby 
allotment, to proceed to Philadelphia to adjust these con- 
flicting interests. He succeeded, only in securing his own 
improvements, while the claims of the others were disregarded, 
and the contract made, at Washington was ordered to ho en- 
forced. The settlers were tln-u forced to retire upon the lands 
assigned them in township Eighteen, range three east, and 
township Eighteen, Nineteen and Twenty, in range four east. 
Among, the French emigrants were many distinguished 
characters. Count Lefehcrc Desnoettes had been a cavalry 
officer, under Bonaparte, with the rank of lieutenant-general, 
Accompanying Napoleon, in his march to Bussia, he rode 
with him in his carriage in his disastrous retreat over the 
snows of that country. He had served in Spain in many 
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blood 1 , engagements, and was an active participator in the 
dreadful battle of Saragossa. Vivacious and active, handsome 
in person and graceful in carriage, be was tlio most splendid 
rider of the age in which lie lived. His imperial master was 
so much attached to him, that when forced to abdicate the 
throne, and about io depart foi' Elba, :hk1 while addressing 
his "weeping and sorrowing olbeers ni Fontmnbleau, said, "I 
cannot take leave of you all, but. will embrace General Des- 
noettes in behalf of von all." He then pressed him to his 
bosom in the most, ab'eotionate man nor. N apoleon frequently 
made him valuable presents, and influenced his cousin, the 
sister of the celeb t-a ted banker, 1-a Fit to, to espouse him. 
While he was at l.lemopolis, that lady made- an attempt to 
join him in exile, but. being shipwrecked on the coast of Eng- 
land, was forced io return to France. At length, she nego- 
tiated with the French government for his return, and, through 
the influence of her family, succeeded in obtaining permission 
for him to reside in Belgium. This induced Count Des- 
noettes, in 1823, to leave Alabama in (be ship Albion, which 
was wrecked upon the coast of Ireland, at Old Kinsalo, in 
view of an immense number of people, who were standing on 
the cliffs. The distinguished refugee was washed overboard, 
and the ocean became his grave. While in Marengo county, 
he often received large sums of money from France, and was 
the wealthiest of the emigrant*. Near his main dwelling he 
had a log cabin, which he called bis sanctuary, in the centre 
of which stood a bronze statue of Napoleon. Around its 
feet were swords and pistols, which Desnoettes had taken in 
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battle, together ivit.li beautiful flags, tastefully hung around 
the iv;<!;s, 

M. Peniers, another distinguished emigrant, was a republican 
member of tie Nations J Assembly, antl voted for the death 
of the amiable Louis XVI. He remained about Demopolis, 
engaged in agriculture, but procuring sm appointment of Sub- 
Agent for the Seminoles, died in Florida, in 1823. Distin- 
guished in France, and honored with msiny civil sippoint.ments, 
he was at last expatriate! 1 , lor his adherence to the fortune* of 



Colonel Nicholas l'oo~il, ;i- remarlssible personage, had been 
a colonel under Bonstpart.e, and had accompanied him in bis 
banishment to Klbsr. When his imperial mas'.cr left that 
island, llooul commanded his advanced guard of two hundred 
grenadiers upon the march from Caene.s to Parte. When 
this small band was preparing to live upon the king's troops 
under Marshal Nov, who had come to capture the emperor, 
Bonaparte advanced to tin; front of the lines, and gave the 
command to "order arms." Bearing his breast to Ney's 
division, he exclaimed, " if I have ever injured a French sol- 
dier, fire upon inc." The troops of Nov shouted "vivo, laEm- 
pereur!" and Bonaparte niisrehec! at their head, through the 
gates of Paris. Oolonci Kooid lived several years upon hi3 
grant, and, becoming much reduced in his circumstances, was 
forced to keep a ferry at French i'reeh, three miles from De- 
mopolis — being accustomed to ferry over passengers himself. 
Often would the American traveller g;ae upon his foreign 
countenance, martial air and splendid ibrin, and wonder what 
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order of man it was who conducted him over the swollen chapter 
stream. At this time, Rooul heing in the prime of life, was X "' 
a large, fine looking man. He was firm and irascible in his 
disposition, and was a dangerous competitor in any contro- 
versy in which he might engage. IBs wife was a handsome 
woman, of the Italian style of beauty. She was a native of 
Naples, and had been Marchioness of Sinabaldi, and maid of 
honor to Queen Caroline, when Murat was king of that coun- 
try. She brought with her to Alabama two children by a 
former husband. In 1854, she left her lonely cabin upon 
French Creek, and followed Colonel Rooul to Mexico, where 
he engaged hi the revolution, and i'mighi with his accustomed 
fierceness and impetuosity. At length, once more reaching 
his beloved France, he (here for a long time held an honora- 
ble commission in the French, army. 

J. J. Clvus, one of the refugees, cultivated a farm neat 
Greensboro'. Hi; had been an aid to Marshal Lefebvre, the 
Duke of Rivigo, who was afterward* at the head of the police 
department of Talis. Colonel Cluis was then his secretary, 
At another time, Cluis had the custody of Ferdinand VII., 
King of Spain, while he was imprisoned by "Napoleon near 
the Spanish frontiers. Like all the either refugees, he found 
planting the vine and olive a poor business in Alabama, and, 
having become much reduced in fortune, kept a tavern in 
Greensboro', lie died in Mobile not. many years since. 

Simon Chaudron, one of the Tombigby settlers, formerly a 
resident of Philadelphia, where his house was a centre of ele- 
gance and wit, was distinguished for his literary attainments. 
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- He had been the editor of the " Abeille Americaine," and 
was a poet of covi^i:1'.i vOjlc reputation, lie delivered a eulogy 

upon tin; !ife iind ..'!):»• acrcr of Washington, before I In- Grand 
Lodge of Philadelphia, which wan pronounced a splendid 
effort, both in Europe and in America. He died in Mobile. 
in 1846, at a very advanced aire, Leaving beliind hira interest- 
ing works, which were published in France. 

General Count He-stand Clansel bad bi-en an officer of 
merit througbont .Bonaparte's campaigns. Luring the Hun- 
dred Days, he commanded at J:> on leans, and making the 
Laches of Anglonlcme prisoner, released lier, for some un- 
known cause. The general did not occupy bis grant, but 
became a citizen of Mobile in 1821, living on the bay, fur- 
nishing the market with vegetables, anil driving the cart him- 
self. Returning to France iu 1825, he was subs e.-j Lien tly 
made, by Louis Philippe, governor and marshal of Algeria, 

Homy L'AUemand who had been a lieutenant-general, 
commanding the artillery of the imperial guard, was an offi- 
ce t' of great merit, and a man of high character. He mar- 
ried the niece of Stephen Gerard. General Charles L'Al- 
lemand, his brother, had also been an officer of distinction, in 
France. Filled with daring and ambitious projects, he em- 
p'.ovrd LUf; fol'owing language, in writing to his brother: "I 
have more ambition than can be gratified by the colony upon 
the Tombigby." This was literally true, for he soon made a 
hazardous expedition to Toxhs collecting follower's at Phila- 
delphia and in Alabama. Arriving at Galveston Island, which 
was shortly afterward- submerged, his people suffered greatly 
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for provisions, and ivere generously relies ed by the pirate, La 
Fitte. Annoyed by the Tndians, and prost rated by disease, in 
a short time most of the colonists perished, iind the estabhsh- 
ment failed. 

The celebrated Marshal Grouchy was one of the Philadel- 
phia associates. Ho was a man of middle stature, and had 
very little, apparently, of t!ie military about him. Not being 
popular with the refugees, in consequence, of his conduct at 
Waterloo, to which they imputed the loss of that clay, he 
became involved in controversies with them in the American 
gazettes. He never came to Alabama, but one of his sons, 
who had- been a captain in the French army, settled his grant 
near Demopolis. The marshal afterward; returned to France, 
and enjoyed honors under the Bourbons. 

M. Lackanal, a savant, and member of the academy, at the 
head of the department of public education, under the empe- 
ror, settled on the bay, near Mobile, in 181S. He was one 
of those members of the National Assembly of France, who 
voted for the death of Louis XVI. After a long residence in 
Motile, he went to .1:' ranee, and (here died in 1843. 

Among all the refugees who sought homes in Alabama, 
none had passed through more stirring and brilliant scenes, 
than General Juan Rico, a native of Valencia, in Spain, who 
had been proscribed in that country, upon, the return of Fer- 
dinand VII., because he was a republican, and a supporter of 
the constitution of 1812. An eloquent member of the Cortes 
and a distinguished officer of the Spanish army, he resisted 
to the last the invasion of Napoleon. One day, an interesting 
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• scene occurred between General Rico and the e.eg;i.ii i >■■- 
noettes. Both being invited to dine at Deuiopolis, tile con- 
versation turned upon the campaigns in Spain, when allusion 
was made to the obstinate and sanguinary siege of Saragossa, 
where one of them had commanded the troops of France, 
and the other those of Spain. They were now assembled at 
a hospitable ta.ble, in an humble cottage, in the wilds of Ala- 
bama. They had met before, amid the dill of arms, arraying 
their troops against each other, and pouring out rivers of 
blood, at the head of the best trained troops of Europe, who 
had figured in the most eveniful times of France and Spain. 
Each had been expelled from his native country, and each had 
been blasted in his ambitious hopes. Nevertheless, good humor 
prevailed in the cabin, and the sorrows of all were drowned 
in wine, amid merry peals of laughter. In 182o, General 
Rico was re-called to Spain, and, arriving there, again be came 
a member of the Cortes, under Ins favorite constitution. He 
met with singular reverses of fortune, was expelled from 
Spain the second time, became an inhabitant of England, and 
was again re-called to assist in the government of his country. 
When he lived in Alabama, he was fifty years of age, and 
was of a dark complexion. He possessed great energy and 
decision of character, and was a most excellent farmer. If 
our limits would permit it, many other interesting persona 
among the Trench emigrants might be described. 

The principal portion of the French grant lay in Marengo 
county. This name was proposed by Judge Lipscomb, while a 
member of the legislature at St, Stephens in honor of the great 
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battle fought during the French republic It also extended 
into the county of Groom 1 -, enibrneieg some of the best lands 
in the vicinity of Greensboro 1 . It has been, seen that much 
difficulty arose among the French about their respective loca- 
tions, and that three times they lost their improvements, 
Forced to abandon their settlements in Demopolis, they laid 
off the town of Agleville, and erected cabins, but the drawing 
at Philadelphia not embracing this place, they were once 
more forced to go deeper in the forest. The want of wagons 
and teams, and the great scarcity of water in the cane-brake, 
induced them to dwell on small allotments, while their more 
valuable tracts were unoccupied. Owning no slaves, a num- 
ber of German redomptioaors were imported, through the 
enterprise of Desnoettes, hut those people proved a burden 
and expense, and also disregarded their obligations. The 
French were less calculated, than any other people upon earth, 
to bring a forest into cultivation. The provisions which they 
raised, were made at the expense of extravagant hire, and 
Desnoettes expended over twenty-five thousand dollars in 
opening and cultivating his farm. In this manner, the whole 
colony, after a lew ye;trs, became poor, and many were forced 
to sell their claims to Americans, who soon opened large 
plantations, and made the earth smile with abundant products. 
However, a majority of the Fi 'each still held on to their grants, 
and, in. good faith to the government, entered upon the culti- 
vation of the grape and olive. Importations of plants were 
often made from Bordeaux, but the newness of the land, and 
the ignorance of the colony in regard to their cultivation, 
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were among the realms why (lie experiment, failed. The im- 
portations frequently arrived out of season, when the vines 
withered away and the olive seeds became defective. At 
length, with difficulty, grapes were grown, but they failed to 
produce even a tolerable wine, because the fruit ripened in 
the heat of summer. Before the vinous fermentation was 
completed, the acet'c had commenced. In 182 1, the French 
planted three hundred and eighty- three olive trees upon the 
grant, and a large number in 1824. Every winter the frosts 
killed them down to the ground, but new shoots, putting up, 
were again killed by the. succeeding winter. The usual mode 
of planting the grape, v, as at the dittnr.ee of ten feet in one 
direction, and twenty in the other. They were trained to 
stakes, and cultivated with cotton. 

In addition to the ruinous failure of the vine and olive, the 
French were continually annoyed by unprincipled American 
squatters. Occupying their lands, without a shadow of title, 
they insultingly told the French that they intended to main- 
tain their footing at all hazards. Several law-suits arose, and 
■although our Supreme Court decided in favor of the grantees, 
yet the latter became worn out with controversies, and allowed 
the intruders, in many cases, to retain possession for a small 
remuneration. On the other hand, many honorable Ameri- 
cans purchased their grants for fair con si derations, and thus 
the French refugees were gradually rooted from the soil. 

But, in the midst of all their trials and vicissitudes, the 
French refugees were happy. Immured in the depths of the 
Tombigby forest, where, for several years, want pressed them 
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on all sides,— cut oil' from their friends in France, — surround- 
ed by theChoctawson one side, and the unprincipled squatters 
mid land-thieves on the other —assailed by the venom of insects 
and prostrating fevers— nevertheless, their native gaiety pre- 
vailed. Being in the habit of much social intercourse, their 
evenings were spent in conversation, music and dancing. The 
I:irc'';r porliin! were well educated, while all had -seen much of 
the world, and such materials were ample to afford an ele- 
vated society. Sometimes their distant friends sent them rich 
wines and other luxuries, and upon such occasions, parties 
were given, and the foreign delicacies brought back many in- 
teresting associations. Well cultivated gardens, and the 
abundance of wild game, rendered the common living of the 
French quite respectable. The female circle was highly inter- 
esting. They had brought with them their books, guitar's, 
silks, parasols and ribbons, and the village, in which most, of 
them dwelt, resembled, a'; night, a miniature French town, 
And then, farther in the forest, others lived, the imprints of 
whose beautiful Parisian shoes on the wild prairie, occasionally 
arrested the glance of a solitary traveller. And then, again, 
when the old imperial heroes talked of their emperor, their 
hearts warmed with sympathy, their eye- kindled with enthu- 
siasm, and' tears stole down their furrowed cheeks,* 



* Conversntions wita Gi:o[-<;e JN. rtiowair. T>q., of Mobile, who was 
the secretary of the [■'reiicli V>ie Cornr/iniy ; also, conversations with 
Mr. Amand Pfister, of Montgomery, whose lather was one of tlic 
French grantees. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

LAST TERRITORIAX LEGISLATURE— STATE 
CONVENTION. 

The second session of the Legislature of the Territory of 
Alabama convened at it, Stephens, in the fall of 1818. 
John W. Walker was Speaker of the House, and James Titus 
President of the Legislative Council. Among other act?, two 
new counties were formed — St. Clair, with the courts to be 
held nt the house of Alexander Brown, avid Auhiuga, with 
the courts to be held at Jackson's Mills, on Autauga Creek. 
The territory of the latter county was formerly attached to 
that of Montgomery. These new counties were added to the 
Middle Judicial District. 

The Bank of Mobile, with a charter extending to 1st Jan., 
1839, and with a capital stock of live, hundred thousand dol- 
lars, was established. The bank- at St.. Stephens and Hunts- 
villewere empowered to incrense. tlieir capital stock, by selling 
shares at auction. The profits, to the extent of ten per cent., 
were to be divided among the stockholders, and, if there 
proved to be an excess, it was to be applied to the support of 
Green Academy, in .Madison county, and the academy at St. 
Stephens. 
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Governor Bibb w;>.s eo us ;i luted no's:- commissioner, to lay off 
the sent, of :>'overumer.t, at the confluence of tin.' Cahawba 
and Alabama. He was required to have the town surveyed, 
expose maps of the same at public places, and give ninety 
days notice of sail, out- of the proceeds of which he was to 
contract for the building of a temporary capitol. About 
the last of November, ibe .legislature, adjon rued, having deter- 
mined to hold the ue.xt session at Huntsville.* 

The Territory of Alabama increased in population to such 
an extent, that Congress authorized the people to form a 
State constitution. 

The following persons were eleeted members of the con- 
vention : 

From the county or Madison— Clement 0. Clay, John 
Leigh Townes, Henry Chambers, Samuel Mead, Henry Minor, 
Gabriel Mou.ro, John W. Walker and John M. Taylor. 

Monroe — John Murphy, John Watkins, James Pickens 
and Thomas Wiggins. 

Blount — Isaac- Brown, John Brown and Gabriel llanby. 

Limestone — Thomas Bibb, Beverly Hughes and Nicholas 
Davis. 

Shelby — George Philips and Thomas A. Rodgers. 

Month o me m r — John D. Bibb and James W. Armstrong. 

\Y Atfii.vcTos — Israel Pickens anil I Ft-jn-v Hitckeuek 

Tuscaloosa — Alarinaduke Williams and John L. Tindal, 

Lawbence — Arthur F. Hopkins and Daniel Wright. 
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Franklin— Richard Ellis and William Metcalf. 
Cotaco— Melkijah Vaughan and Thomas D. Crabb. 

Clabkis— Reuben Srif'l'okl and -lames McGoQin. 

Cahawba — lifctlepage Sims. 

Conecuh — Samuel Cook. 

Dallas— William K. King. 

Makbnoo — Washington Thompson. 

Marion— John D. Terrell. 

Lauderdale — Hugh McVay. 

St. Clair — David Conner. 

Autauga — James Jackson, 

Baldwin — Harry Toulmin. 

Mo iiiLK- — S. IlL G arrow. 

These members convened at Hunts ville, on the oth July. 
1819. John W. Walker was chosen to preside over the 
convention, and John Campbdl ww elected its secretin']'. 

Being about to introduce biographic id notices of some of 
these members,*' we begin with the following well-written 
sketch, prepared by a college companion and intimate friend 
of the distinguished person of whom he writes.f 

"John W. Walker was born in Virginia, and, while yet a 

* I regret to have oeCii^iou to observe thai my application to the 

friends of many of ibe members of this corivontion, for information in 
relation to their bin'n, curly VA'c, ™d political career, has not been re- 
sponded to, ami hence I have been unable io embody in this work any 
notice of then], 

{ From the pen of I'tiucUnS Tfoiu-y Wilil-j, formerly of Georgia, but 
afterwards of New-Orleans, and now deceased. 
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child, accompanied his father, tlio lleverend Jeremiah Walker, chapter 
who emigrated to Elbert county. Georgia. His preceptor in 
the rudiments of education was the Iteverend Moses Waddel, 
long accustomed, with an honest made, to enumerate among 
his pupils many of the most eel eh rated jurists and statesmen 
of the South. He graduated, with distinguished honor, at 
Princeton, preserving, during his collegiate course, an untar- 
nished moral character, and acquiring, along with the repu- 
tation of an excellent scholar, a high relish for polite litera- 
ture, which he ever afterwards retained. On leaving college, 
he applied himself to the study of the law, and, although 
more than once interrupted by illness, his quick and keen 
perception of the right and just, and the extent and variety 
of his previous attainments, speedily ensured him clear and 
comprehensive views of a science not always enjoyed by 
more laborious, hut less sagacious, students. Seeking the 
temple, as a worshipper in spirit and in truth, who regarded 
jurisprudence, not as a craft or mystery, but, the noblest of 
sciences, he thus insured his future superiority over practi- 
tioners who treat their profession as an art, and its principles 
as a mere collection of rules and codes. 

"In 1810, Mr. Walker, then a resident of Petersburg, 
Georgia, married Matilda, the daughter of LeRoy Pope, Esq., 
of the same village, and removed with his father -in- law, and 
several of his neighbors, to Alabama, then a. territory, where 
they "became the first settlers of Madison county, and founded 
the now flourishing town of Ituntsville. Here he began the 
practice of his profession, soon rose to eminence, and was 
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chapter TO |) Ca tedIy chosen a member of the Territorial legislature. 
In 1819, he declined the office of district judge, tendered him 
by President Monroe, and, in the same year, was chosen to 
preside over the convention which formi'il the constitution of 
the bt.nfe. rm instrument indebted to him tot.' mnuyof its best 
provisions. 

" Immediately iiFtoi- its adoption, and the admission of Ala- 
bama into the Union, ho was elected an United States Sena- 
tor, an office which he held until 1823, when ill health com- 
pelled him to retire ; and, on the 23d of April, of that year, 
he passed away from life, leaving behind him the memory of 
no fault, and the enmity of no human being. 

"In person, Mr. Walker was tall, his figure slender but 
well formed, and his manners and address mild, graceful and 
prepossessing. He had blue eyes, brown hair, a fine com- 
plexion, handsome features, and a countenance whose expres- 
sion, habitually pensive, kindled into animation, with every 
lofty thought and generous fchng. Even to a stranger, his 
appearance was highly engaging and attractive, while those 
who enjoyed his familiar conversation were charmed with the 
sweet, low tones of his colloquial do;] nonce, the intellectual 
music of a pure heart, a sound mind, a rich memory, and 
brilliant imagination. Surrounded by friends who loved and 
honored, or in the bosom of a family who idolized him, how 
often hours vanished unconsciously, in conversation, grave 
and gay, in the inexhaustible topics of art, science, literature, 
government and morals, to all of which his perfect urbanity, 
extensive reading, the. refinement of li is taste, and the delicacy 
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of his feelings, gave interest and novelty. His letters, many 
of which have been preserved by tlic writer, with reverential 
cave, are models of the i'amiihir epistolary style, correct and 
3parkling, yet free, cordial and unstudied tnie to the feeling 
of the moment, and passing; from the whimsical and excur- 
sive playfulness of Sterne, to the pathos of McKenzic, with 
all the graceful negligence of Byron or slip-shod gossip of 
Walpole. 

■' Before the higher aims or heavier burdens of life came 
upon Mm, he was, like most other men of genius, a rhymer, and 
the few specimens of his verse, which had currency in the 
circles of his love and friendship, wove prized, not unreasona- 
bly, as jewels, by their possessors. 

"Mr. Walker's literal:;' attainments, far from impairing, 
increased his efficiency as a jurist and orator. Many, it is 
true, believe that belles-lettres scholarship is usually an im- 
pediment to forensic eloquence; hut the examples of Mans- 
field and Blackstoue, Story and Legaiv, stamp this as a vul- 
gar error. The prejudices of ignorance and envy may, indeed, 
retard the success of the more thorough-bred and highly 
educated; hut, in this case, as in every other, where industry 
and good sense are not wanting, rill learning is useful, as well 
as ornamental, and ultimately lends to form the .'i'.iiraeter of 
a perfect advocate. As might naturally be expected, there- 
fore, Mr. Walker's contemporaries at the bar speak of his 
professional skill and knowledge with the highest praise, and 
assigned to him the palm, for persuasive eloquence, readiness 
of resource, and gentlemanly bearing. 
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"In the Senate, lie was mainly instrumental in producing 
the passage of the first law for thy relief of purchasers of the 
public lands, emphatically a bill of peace, which, while it 
saved the new State of .Alabama from bankruptcy, preserved 
their affections to the Union, and led to the abolition of the 
ercdil system, thus prl:ve:ui:i»' future evils, 

"To this new theatre of usefulness and honor, Mr. Walker 
brought all the modest worth and unalloyed patriotism of 
Lowndes, with much of the easy and graceful manner of 
Forsyth, and, to his career as a statesman, only a longer life 
was wanting. But time, as it has been beautifully observed, 
is the indispensable ally of genius, in its struggle for immor- 
tality, and, though death may have shut the gate on other 
aspirants as highly gifted, it has never closed on one more 
fondly loved or more deeply mourned." 

Arthur Frances Hopkins was horn near Danville, in the 
State of Virginia. He was a descendant of Arthur Hopkins, 
an Englishman, and a physician of very high standing, who 
settled, in the early part of the eighteenth century, in the 
colony of Virginia. His grandmother was a Miss Jefferson, 
a relative of the President of that name. His father, James 
Hopkins, was in the severe battle of Guilford Court House, 
a volunteer soldier of the United States, at the age of fifteen, 
and died at his residence, in Pittsylvania county, Virginia, in 
1844. 

In the pursuit of an education, Armiuu Fbakceb Hopkiss 
studied in an academy at New London, in Virginia, in an- 
other at Caswell Court House, North-Carolina, and at the 
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University fit Chapel Hill, lie received Lis law education in < 
the office of the 1 lonoriiblc William Leigh, of Halifax county, 
Virginia, who was ;i distinguished jurist, mid the lijui lior of 
the celebrated Lenjamin Watkins Leigh. In December, 
1816, Mr. Hopkins, at the age of twenty-two, settled in the 
town of Huntsville, Alabama. Owning' a plantation near 
Huntsville, and the prico of cotton then being very high, and 
the practice of law in the valley of the Tennessee river worth 
hut little, he relinquished bis business at i.liobar,in the spring 
of 1818. In January, 131.0, lie moved to the county of Law- 
rence, was elected a member of the convention in May, of 
that year, and took his seat in that body, as we have seen. 
The people of Lawrence elected him to the State Senate, in 
August, 1822. He immediately ['striked ivitli the most ta- 
lented and influential men, and endeavored, with all bis 
ability and ingenuity, to dissuade the legislature from enacting 
a measure which, it. is believed by many, bos inflicted much 
evil. We allude to the establishment of the Sink: .Hank. 
His speeches, upon that occasion, were powerful efforts against 
the system of connecting bank and state, and the evils which 
he predicted have been, sis many believe, most sensibly real- 
ised. His views were ovem-ded by the legislature, only thir- 
teen of the entire body, imioiig whom were the Honorable 
Joshua L. Martin, alter wards Governor of Alabama, James 
Jackson, of Lauderdale, and .Nicholas Davis, of Limestone, 
concurring with him. The opposition of Mr. Hopkins to the 
State Bunk, which was called the People's blank, umbiilsbed 
materially his popularity, which was shortly afterwards im- 
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■ paired still more, by his opposition to the election of General 
Jackson to the office of President of tlio United States. He 
preferred Henry Clay to all other men, and supported him 
whenever he was a candidate for the Presidency. He voted 
for Judge White, in 1830. and foe General Harrison, in 1840. 
again for Henry Clay, and, lastly, lor General Taylor ; but, as 
he emphatically said to us, one day, " never for General Jack- 
In March, 182o, Mr. Hopkins returned io Huntsville, and 
applied himself successfully to the profession of the law, 
without any interruption, until the summer of 1833, when 
ho was returned a member of the. legislature, fror 
county. The most evoking measure before the 
was the "Cheek Coktjioveusv," then waging between the 
national administration and Governor John Guyle. Although 
personally friendly to the governor, and opposed to General 
Jackson, the conviction of his judgment led Mr. Hopkins to 
take the side of the administration, and, in support of Iris 
views, he delivered in the house a speech of power and re- 
search, which was published and widely distributed, giving 
him great reputation as a constitutional lawyer and statesman. 
Since the eloso of the session of 1833 anil .1.834, lie has not 
been a representative of the people of this State. In Januar 
ry,. 1836, he was elected, by the legislature, one of the judges 
of the Supreme Conn, wi'.hou; opposi'ion, and at the solici- 
tation of both political parties, and, in 1837, he was appoint- 
ed, by his associates on the bend), (.'hie: Justice of Alabama, 
In December, 1830, the vid-i members of the legislature did 
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him tlio honor to vote for him, as a Senator i 
against the Honorable -luliu .M.cKiuley. They conferred upon 
Mm the same unsolicited honor, in January, 1.844, when Mr. 
Lewis was elected a Senator of the United States. la June, 
1837, Judge Hopkins resigned his seat, upon the bench, re- 
turned to Huntsville, (mu'rigftl in the prac'.iee of the law, and 
was soon tendered by Mi'. Van Buren (he office of commis- 
sioner, with others, under a late treaty with the Cherokees, 
whicli he declined. During the .1 'residential canvass of 1840, 
.(udgc Hopkins was one of the whig electors, and addiessed 
many public meetings, in North Alabama. A.t the Baltimore 
whig convention, in May, 1844, lie presided as chairman, 
until the convention was fully organized, and, during that 
summer, he often addressed the people uf Alabama, to induce 
them to vote for Mr, Clay, for the P residency. Judge Hop- 
kins appear to have always been a great favorite with the 
whig party, for they ran him upon a two day's ballot, when 
William H. King and Dixon H. Lewis were candidates foi 
the United States Senate, during the- first session of the legis- 
lature, held at Montgomery, and again, in the winter of 1848 
and 1850, he was balloted for against Colonel King, to fill the 
vacancy whicli occurred in the Senate, and, when the latter 
succeeded over him, the whig party immediately ran him for 
the other vacancy in the Senate, against our excellent and 
much-admired friend, (,Jov«i'iior I/'itepalrieli. But the whigs, 
being in a minority, have never been able to place him in the 
United Stati e Senate. 

Judge Hopkins lives in Mobile, where he is regarded as a 
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lawyer of ability, sunl as a gentleman of honor, benevolence 
and refinement. In person, he is compactly made, and rather 
large. He has an agreeable countenance, and is pleasant and 
affable in his manner.-;. 

William Rueub Kino is a native of North-Carolina. He 
was born on the 7th April, 1786. His father, William King, 
was a planter, in independent circumstances, whose ancestors 
came from the north of Ireland, and were among the early 
settlers on James river, in the colony of Virginia. Tie was 
highly esteemed for his many virtues, and was elected a 
member of the Stale convention which adopted the Federal 
constitution. The mother of Mr. King was descended from 
a Huguenot family, which had been driven from France by 
llie revocation of the edict of Kantz. 

William liufus King received his education at the Univer- 
sity of North -Carolina, to which he was sent at the early ago 
of twelve yews. < >n leaving (hat. institution, where his atten- 
tion to his studies, and uniformly correct and gentlemanly 
deportment, bad commanded the respect and regard of his 
fellows, and the approbation of the professors, ho entered the 
law office of William Dully,' ft distinguished lawyer, residing 
in the town of Payelleville, .Norlh-t.'arolina, and, in the au- 
tumn of 1805, obtained a license to practice in the superior 
courts of the State. In ] 8DC. be was elected a member of 
the legislature of the State, from the county of Sampson, in 
which he was born. He was again elected, the year follow- 
ing, but, on the meeting of the legislature, he was chosen 
solicitor by that body, and resigned bis seat. Colonel King 
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continued in the practice of his ['fim^siou, until lie was elected OHAPTeb 
a member of Congress, from (he "Wilmington district, which 
took place in August, .18 10. when he was but little more than 
twenty-four years of age; but, as Ills predecessor's term did 
not expire before the 4th March, ]811, Colonel King did not 
take his seat m the Congress of the United States until the 
autuifin of that year, being the first session of the twelfth 
Congress. This was a most important period in the history 
of the country. The governments of England and France 
had, for years, rivalled each other in acts destructive of the 
neutral rights, and ruinous to the commerce of the United 
States. Every effort had been made, but in vain, to procure 
an abandonment of order? in councils, on the one hand, and 
decrees on the other, which had. nearly cut up the commerce 
of the country by the roots, and a large majority of the peo- 
ple felt that, to snliinit longer lo such gross violations of their 
rights, as a neutral nation, would he degrading, and they 
called upon their government to protect those rights, even at 
the hazard of a war. In this state of things, Colonel King 
took bis seat in the House of Representatives, and unhesita- 
tingly ranged himself on the side of the bold and patriotic 
spirits iu that body, who had determined to repel aggression, 
come from what quarter it might, and lo maintain the lights 
and the honor of the country. The withdrawal of the, Berlin 
and Milan decrees, by France, while hiu gland refused to aban- 
don her orders in council, put an end to all hesitation as to 
which of those powera should be met in deadly strife. In 
June, 1812, war was declared against England, Mr. King 
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advocating and voting for the declaration. He continued to 

rep i eh<:' lit. his district in Congress during the continuance of 
the war, sustainiii"-, with fill Ids power, every measure deemed 
necessary, to enahle. tiie government to prosecute it to a suc- 
cessful termination ; and not until the rights of the country 
were vindicated and secured, and pence restored to the land, 
did he feel at liberty io relinquish the highly respijnsible 
position in which his confiding constituents had placed him. 
In the spring of 181 G, Colonel King remaned his seat in the 
House of Representatives, and accompanied William l.'irickriey, 
of Maryland, as Secretary of Legation, first to Naples and 
then to St. PetersVairg,. io which Court- .Mi 1 , l.'ine.kiiey had been 
appointed Minister Plenipotentiary. Colonel King remained 
abroad not quite two years, having, in that time, visited the 
greater portion of Europe, making himself acquainted with 
the institutions of the various governments and the condition 
of their people. On his return to the United States, he 
determined to "move to the Territory of Alahaina, which 
determination he carried into effect in the winter of 1818-19, 
and fixed his residence in the county of Dallas, where he still 
resides. A few months after Colonel King arrived in the 
'iV-rriturv, Congress having authorized the people to form a 
constitution and establish a Stare government, he was elected 
a member of the convention. Colonel King was an active, 
talented and influential men.: her of that body, was placed on 
the committee appointed to draft a constitution, and was also 
selected by the general committee, together with Judge Tay- 
lor, now of the, Slate of .Mississippi, and Judge Henry Hitch- 
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cock, now no more, to reduce it to form, in accordance with 
tin.: principle* and provisions previously agreed on. This 
duty they performed in a manner satisfactory to the commit- 
tee. The constitution, Urns pre pared, was submitted to the 
convention, and adopted, with hut slight alterations. 

On the adjournment of the convention, Colonel King re- 
turned to his former residence, in Xorth- Carolina, where most 
of his property still was, and, having made his arrangements 
for its removal, set out on his return to Alabama. On reach- 
ing Milledgeville, in the State of Georgia, he received a letter 
from Governor Bihb, of Alabama, informing him that he had 
been elected a Senator in the, Congress of the United States, 
and that the certificate of his election had been transmitted 
to the city of Washington. This was the first intimation 
which Colonel King had that his name even had been presented 
to the legislature, for tlia'. high position, and, injuriously as 
it would affect his private interests, in the then condition of 
his affairs, he did not hesitate, to accept the honor so unex- 
pectedly conferred upon, him, and, leaving his people to pur- 
sue their way to Alabama, he retraced his steps, and reached 
the city of Washington a few days before the meeting of 
Congress. His colleague, the Honorable John W. Walker, 
had arrived before him, 

Alabama was admitted as a. State, and her senators, after 
taking the oath to support the constitution of the United 
States, wore required to dra.w for their term of service, when 
Major Walker drew six years and Colonel King four. At 
the time that Alabama- became a State of the Union, Llie 
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indebtedness os" her citizens for lands, sold l>y the United 
States, under what was known as the credit system, was 
nearly twelve niiliious of dollars. It was perfectly apparent 
that this enormous sum could not be paid, and that an at- 
tempt to enforce ike payment could oniy result in ruin to her 
people. Congress became sat.isi'ed that the mode heretofore 
adopted, for the disposal of tho public domain, was wrong, 
and a law was passed reducing tho iiiitiijiram price from two 
to one dollar and twenty-five corns tbe acre, with cash pay- 
ments. This change was warmly' advocated by our senators, 
Walker and King, 

At the next session, a law was passed, authorizing the pur- 
chasers of public lands, under the credit system, to relinquish 
to the government a portion of their purchase, and to trans- 
fer the amount paid on (lie part relinquished, so as to make 
complete payment on the, part retained. At a subsequent 
session, another law was passed, authorizing tho original pur- 
chasers of the lands so relinquished to outer them at a fixed 
rate, much below the price fit which they had been originally 
sold. To the exertions of Senators King and Walker, Ala- 
bama is mainly in el' 'bled for the passagu of these laws, which 
freed her citizens from the heavy debt which threatened to 
overwhelm them with ruin, and also enabled them to secure 
their possessions upon reasonable terms. 

Colonel King was elected a senator in 1823, in 1828, in 
183-1, and in 1840. His. lirm but conciliatory course insured 
for him the respect arid confidence of the Senate, and ho was 
repeatedly chosen to preside over that bod)-, as president, pro 
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torn., the duties of which position In- discharged in a manner 
so satisfactory, that, at the dose- of each session, a. resolution 
was adopted, without a dissenting voice, tendering -Mm the 
thanks of the body for tin: anility ami unnuriialiiv with whidi 
lie had discharged those duties. In the spring of 1844, 
Colonel King was offered the situation of Minister to France, 
whidi he declined, as he had, on previous occasions, refused 
to accept other diploma' : ,e situations, which had been tendered 
to him, preferring, as he declared, to he a Senator from Ala- 
bama to any office whidi could be conferred on him by the 
General Government. At this time, the proposition for the 
annexation oi'Texas was pending', and there was but too much 
reason to believe that the lirit.ish government was urging ilial 
of France to unite with her in a protest against such annexa- 
tion. It was, therefore, of the highest importance to prevent, 
if possible, such joint protest, as, should it be made, must 
have inevitably resulted in produc:iiglu>st ; lirioswif.h one or both 
of these powers ; for no one, for a moment, believed that the gov- 
ernment of the 'United States would be deterred from carrying 
out a measure which she considered essemial to her interests, 
from any apprehension ofeonscqiteeeos which might result from 
any combination of the powers of Europe. Colonel King 
was a decided advocate of the annexation of Texas, and, 
when urged by the President, and many of his friends in 
Congress, to accept the mission, he- consented, under these 
circumstances, to give up bis seat in the Senate. Colonel 
King, feeling the importance of prompt action, did not even 
return to his home, to arrange his private affairs, but repaired 
vol. ii. 22 
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at once to New-York, and tool; passage for Havre. Arriving 
in Paris, lie obtained an audience of ilie King, presented his 
'.■iV'.k'iiliiiK ami ill once entered lroon the object of his mis- 
sion. After frequent conferences with the King of the French, 
who had kindly consented that he might, diseass the subject 
with him, without going Through the usual routine of cora- 
municating through the foveigji office, Colonel King succeeded 
in convincing his majesty '.bat the contemplated protest, while 
it would not arrest the proposed annexation, would engender 
on the minds of the American people a feeling of hostility 
towards France, which would operate most injuriously to the 
interests of both countries, now united by the closest bonds 
of friendship ; and iiis majesty, ultimately, declared that "he 
would do nothing hostile to the United States, or which, could 
give to her just cause of offence.'' The desired object was ac- 
complished. England was not in a condition to act alone, and 
all idea of a protest was abandoned. Colonel King remained 
in France until the autumn of 184(5, dispensing a liberal hos- 
pitality to his countrymen and others, and receiving from 
those connected with the government, and a large circle of 
the most distinguished individuals in Paris, the kindest atten- 
tion. He returned io the United States in November, 1848. 
having requested and obtained the permission of the Presi- 
dent to resign his office. 

In 1848, the Hon. Arthur i'. Pagby was appointed Minister 
Plenipotentiary :.o Russia, and resigned his seat in the Senate of 
the United States. Colonel King was appointed, by the Gov- 
ernor of Alabama, to fill th" 'ce^ncv thus created: and, in 1849, 
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the term for which he was appointed having expired, he was 
elected by the legislature for a full term, of six years. In 1850, 
on the death of (Sen. Taylor, the President of the United States, 
Mr. Fillmore, the Vice-President, sue reeded to that high office, 
and Colonel King was chosen, by the unanimous vote of the 
Senate, President, of that body, which places him in the se- 
cond highest office in the government. Colonel King has 
ever been a decided republican, of the .icftersonian school. 
He has, during his whole political life, opposed the exercise 
of implied powers on 'the part of the General Government, 
unless palpably and plniv.lv necessary, to carry into effect an 
expressly granted power, firmly impressed with the belief, as 
lie has often declared, that the security and harmony, if not 
the very existence of the Federal Government, was involved 
in adhering to a strir.t onus! Miction of 'die constitution. 

In all the relations of iif', Colony I King has maintained a 
spotless reputation; his frank and confiding disposition, his 
uniform courtesy and kindness, has endeared him to nume- 
rous friends, and commanded for him the respect and confi- 
dence of all who have had the pleasure of his acquaintance, 

Colonel King is about six feet high, .remarkably erect in 
figure, and is well proportioned. Brave and chivalrous in 
his character, his whole bearing impresses even strangers with 
the conviction that they are- in the presence of a finished gen- 
tleman. His fine colloquial powers, and the varied and ex- 
tensive information which he possesses, render him a most 
interesting companion. 
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Clement Comer Clay was born in Halifax county, Virgi- 
nia, on the 17th December, 1789. His father, "William Clay, 
son of James Clay, and his mother, h'ebc<:ca. daughter of 
Samuel Comer, were Virginians by birth, and of English 
descent. His father, William Clav, entered the revolutionaiy 
army as a private soldier, at the early age of sixteen, and 
made several tours. He was in various engagements, and 
was present at the singe of Yorktown and the surrender of 
Cornwallis. At ta; early ago, his father removed west of the 
Alleghanies, to Grainger county. East Tennessee, 

Clement Coiner Clay completed his education at the East 
Tennessee University, at Kuoxville, Leaving college, he read 
law with the Honorable Ilr.gh hawson \\ !iite, and ohtained 
a license in December, 1800. He remained in East Tennes- 
see until 1811, when lie removed to Huntsvillc, where lie has 
resided ever since. With a determined soil'- reliance, he pur- 
sued the practice of his profession -teadily, and with gradually 
increasing profit, until the spring of 1817. taking no other 
interest in political matters than such as might be expected 
in any intelligent private citizen. When hostilities were 
commenced by the Greets, in 1818, he performed military 
duty, as adjutant of a battalion of volunteers, called into 
service from Madison county ; but he had volunteered, as a 
private soldier, in one of the com par lies of that bamdiou. 
This battalion never joined the army of General Jackson, in the 
Creek nation, but, under bis orders, « ;<s kept on the frontier, 
south of Tennessee river, to watch the enemy, and repel any 
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advance which might be made. Tu the spring of 1817, the C 
friends of Mr. Clay announced liirn as a candidate for the 
Territorial council, and he was elected, L>y more than two hun- 
dred votes above the next highest candidate who was re- 
turned. He went to St. Stephens, and discharged his duties 
during the I. wo ^-s-ions held ill that place, in a. manner cred- 
itable (o himself and useful to iiis constituents and the Terri- 
tory. His absence, however, seriously interrupted a lucrative 
practice at the bar, ;>nd deprived him of the favorable oppor- 
tunity of purchasing a valuable tract of land, near Huntsville, 
as a permanent home. When the convention was organized 
at Huntsville, Mr. Clay appeared, as one of the delegates 
from the county of Madison. An active and assiduous mem- 
ber, to its close, he was appointed chairman of the committee 
of mi-teen, to prepare and report a plan of government ; and, 
in that capacity, brought forward a paper, containing the 
main features of the constitution, as it was originally adopted. 
When the convention terminated, he resolved to devote him- 
self exclusively to the practice- of his profession and to plant- 
ing ; hut in December, (SID, before he had completed hi-- 
thirtieth year, he was elected, without opposition, one of the 
judges of the circuit court. When the judges assembled at 
Cahawba,in May, 1820, although he was several years young- 
er than any other one on the bench, he was elected by his 
associates the first chief justice of the State of Alabama. As 
judge, he served more than ihur years, when he rengi- J, ::i 
December, 1828, to resume the practice of his profession. 
On. his return to the Liar, Judge Clay re-entered upon the 
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Chattel; practice of bis profession, with his accustomed assiduity, ener- 
gy aTK ' I'll' 1 "^! i'-ud immediate!) obtained a highly lucrative 
business. But, in 1828, ho was elected to tlie legislature, by 
the people of Madison, to advance their interests in the grant 
of four hundred thousand ac"-es of liiiiJ. made by Congress, 
for tiii 1 improvement, of i,be navigation uf tlie Tennessee river. 
On his arrival at Tuscaloosa, then the seat of government, he 
was elected Speaker of the JJou^e of Uepresentatives, without 
oppositioi . He performed the high and responsible duties of 
that post, during the unusually long and exciting session of 
1828-9, in a manner very satisfactory to the house. He 
participated iis tlie debates upon ilie most, important epies- 
tions, and earned a reputation as an able legislator. Upon 
his return to Huntsville, his friends placed liim in ueanination 
for' Congress. Captain Nicholas Davis, who had been a 
member of the Senate, and its president, was his opponent. 
Tlie canvass was a most exciting one. 1'iicl; candidal.,' bad 
live and influential friends. The district then 
the counties of Madison, Jackson, Limestone, 
l.auili-rdale and Lawrence, In Jackson, and the eastern part 
of Madison, the public lauds had never been offered for sale, 
and the great question was, whether the -right of pre-emption 
should bo given to the pioneers. The government of the 
United Slates bad sold all the lands in the other counta = of 
the district in 1818-19-20, under the. credit system, which 
then prevailed, at such enormous prices, as, under the change 
brought about by the reduced price of cotton, rendered many 
unable, and nearly all the urigjim] purchasers unwilling, to 
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pay for them. Consequently, neavly all the lands in those C 
toil n tics had liiicn relinquished or forfeited, winding, in many 
instances, the dwel'mg-liouses, gin-!:onses mid other improve- 
ments, and the question was whether wlcqiiate relief should 
be ohtained for tlie former purchasers, and those holding 
under them. Judge Clay and Captain Davis were both 
advocates of pre-emption rights, to the settlers on public 
lands, and relief to the unfortunate purchasers, who had 
relinquished or forfeited. Judge Clay, the successful can- 
didate, took his scat in Congress in .December, 1829, and 
devoted his best energies to the accomplishment of those 
great measures. He succeeded to his entire satisfaction, and 
the journals of Congress show the labor and talent which he 
employed, in aiding in the passage of the "relief laws." 
On his return home, lie was everywhere greeted with expres- 
sions of praise and gratitude. 

The tariff was one of the exciting questions then agitating 
the national councils. Judge Clay tools the ground he has 
ever occupied, in favor of a revenue tariff and ad valorem 
duties, and delivered in Congress a creditable speech upon 
that subject. In another speech, lie sustained General Jack- 
son's policy and measures, in opposition to the Bank of the 
United States, and the removal of the depositees. He agreed 
with the administration, in tlic main, in regard to the tariff, 
and disapproved of the course taken by South-Carolina to 
nullify the tariff laws, yet. lie could not be. induced to vote for 
the "force bill," as it w;as familiarly called. His regard for 
the sovereignty mid risMs of (ho Stales was such that he 
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chapter 1V oukl not consent to srive tlio Federal Executive additional 
X ' power against any member of die confederacy, however much 
he condemned her action. Judge Clay's course in Congress 
was such that lie never incurred opposition to bis several re- 
elections, and in 183;'i he was nominated as the democratic 
candidate for governor. At that time, Judge White was 
placed hi nomination by his friends, as a candidaiefovt.be pre- 
sidency, in opposition to Villi linren. Although Judge Clay's 
personal preferences were in favor of the claims of the former, 
and be would have preferred him, as the nominee, lie would 
not consent to divide the democratic party, to which lie be- 
bekmged, and, therefore, be gave his support to Van Buren. 
Ibis brought out opposition to him, in the person of General 
Enoch Parsons, but Judge Clay was e'ected governor, in Au- 
gust. 183.1 by the largest majority ever given any candidate 
for that office in the State, being upwards of tliirieci! thou- 
sand votes. He was inaugurated as governor, in l\"V<m.iher, 
1835. 

Governor Clay lias been charged with inactivity and neg- 
lect of duty, during the Creek war, in the spring of 1836. 
If we were writing a history of those times, we could vindi- 
cate him in a most successful, manner, for we were then 
attached to the executive stall, and well remember what tran- 
spired. We cannot, however, refrain from remarking, thai 
no man ever labored more assiduously to bring into the field 
a force sufficient to subdue the hostile Indians, and no one 
ever evinced more willingness to afford relief to his fellow- 
citizens in the Creek nation, or felt for them more anxiety, 
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As soon a; lie learned, at Tuscaloosa, tin; alarming condition 
of the settlers in the Creek nation, he addressed an order to 
Major General benjamin h'at.teson, directing him to bring 
down a force from North Alabama, to- hasten to tins scut of 
war, and to assume:- the immediate coinnnind of all the Ala- 
bama troops, intended to be employed against the hostiles. 
At the same time, he addressed a letter to the command- 
ant of the United Slates arsenal, :ii Mount Vernon, making a 
requisition upon him for arms, munitions and tent equipage, 
directing them to bo shipped foitliwjr.li to Montgomery. At 
the same time, he also issued an order to Brigadier-General 
Moore, of the Mobile division, ordoriug him to send troops 
to Eufaula^ upon the (vhaitahoochie. He then took a seat in 
the ^:i->'-ii>aeh, arrived at Montgomery, and temporarily 
established hia head quarters at that place. It was during a 
period when provisions of all kinds were scarce and exorbi- 
tantly high,' — when the whole conn try had run mad with 
speculations, — and when even the elements were in commo- 
tion—tornadoes prostrating trees across the highways, and 
heavy rains swelling every stream and sweeping off every 
bridge. Yet, in spite of these things, he assembled a large 
force, front North Alabama, from West Alabama, and from 
South Alabama. Ho caused « great, rjuanlity of arms, tent 
equipage and ammunition, to be brought up the river from 
the arsenal at Mount Vernon. He made the most judicious 
arrangements with highly responsible contractors, who sent 
forward front New-Orleans and Mobile an abundance of sub- 
sistence for the army. To meet some pressing necessities, he 
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- sold his own bill of exchange to the Ban!; of Montgomery 
foi' the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars. He exerted 
himself, in gaining over to onr -idc many of the prominent 
Chiefs. Opothleoholo and eleven principal Chiefe came down 
to Montgomery, by his invitation, to whom. he made an inge- 
nious appeal, in the hall-room of the Montgomery Hall, in 
the presence of Colonel James E. Reiser, Colonel John A. 
Campbell, Colonel George W. Gayle, and the author— who 
were his aids — and General Patteson, with his staff, among 
whom were Major J. J. Donegan, Major "Withers, and others, 
who, at this moment, are not. recollected. Opothleoholo re- 
sponded in a " talk" of an hour's length. He concluded, by 
tendering to Governor Clay his services, and those of his 
people. 

In short, an army of near three thousand men was organ- 
ized, who reached the Creek nation by the time that General 
Jessup, who bad been sent by the Federal Government to 
assume the command, arrived there. 

In June, 1837, Governor Clay was elected to the United 
States Senate, without, opposition, ana shortly afterwards re- 
signed the gubernatorial office, lie took his scat in the Sen- 
ate in September, 1837, (an extra session,) and served the 
four succeeding regular sessions, ana 1 the extra session of 1841, 
The journals of the Senate contain evidences of his talent and 
industry. In consequence of the ill-health of his family, he 
resigned his seal in the Senate. 

Governor Clay is of medium size. He is erect in figure, 
anil walks with daslieil-v, presoiitias;' lint few of the marks- of 
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age. His eyes are of a dark brown color, expressive and chapter 
penetrating, and are ever in motion. Nothing escapes liis 
observation ; and while conversing with you, even upon a 
topic highly interesting to him, it is his custom, frequently to 
cast his eyes upon some one who has entered the room, or 
who is passing the streets, and then upon you. He tells an 
anecdote well, and is an agreealde eompanion. He is a 
brave man, and is exceedingly punctual and honorable in all 
the n Lationa of life. 

Nicholas Davis, a member of the convention, from the 
county of Limestone, will next be noticed. He was born on 
the 23d of April, 1781, in Hanover county, Virginia, in a 
region of country familiarly called the "Slashes," where, 
also, the great orator of Kentucky first saw the light. He 
descended from the Davi? ami li^land families, whose names 
are preserved in the archives of Virginia, as among the 
earliest settlers of Yorktown. He was educated in the same 
county, and partly in the same school, with Henry Clay. 

Captain Davis never studied any profession, but has been 
all his life a farmer. He removed to Alabama, in March, 
1817, and established himself at "Walnut Grove," in the 
eouuty of Limestone, where he has resided ever since. After 
the termination of the convention, he was elected a member 
of the first legislature of the State of Alabama, which sat 
at Htmtsville, in the fall of 1819. In 1820, he was again a 
member, at Cahavba, where the legislature was permanently 
established. The people of Liniesione placed him in the 
Senate in 1821, and when he arrived at Cabawba, in the 
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< of the winter. lie mii selected to preside over that 
body. His impartiality, honesty, firmness, talents and effi- 
ciency, caused him to be continue J hi the otliee. of President 
of tin' Senate for ilic- period of ten years. 

In the preceding memoir, we have alluded to the Congres- 
sional canvass in which Captain Davis was engaged in the 
summer of 1829. It was exceedingly spirited. Governor 
Clay found him to be a truly honorable and liberal competi- 
tor, but a very formidable one. Every where Captain Davis 
met him upon the stump, and exhibited decided evidences of 
a first-rate popular speaker. At that period, Captain Davis 
was a man in the prime of life, of commanding person, vigo- 
rous constitution, and an honest and generous heart. Posses- 
sing a handsome and expressive countenance, beaming with 
intelligence, and a clear and distinct voice, he might have 
been pointed out em one of the noblest specimens of an intel- 
ligent yeomanry. He was defeated for ( 'ougress, as wo have 
seen, although every man in the district who voted against 
him was ready to acknowledge that, as a representative, he 
would have been honest, faithful and (ancient ; but the early 
opposition which be made to General .laekson, in North Ala- 
bama, has served to build up a barrici' to his political 

The whig party of Alabama, upon whose list the name of 
Nicholas Davis has ever been among the iirst and most pro- 
minent, placed him upon the electoral ticket, 
ble contest between Van I.Surcu and Harrison. Again, when 
Clay and Polk were candidates for the ] .'residency, 
Davis was one of the whig electors, and 
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the people of North A 1 a 1 >;.i tn n upon that, occasion, in a zealous c 
and eloquent manner, sometimes imploring them, even with 
tears in his eyes, to vote for the whig candidate 1 It was a 
fine theme for this gentleman, which at once brought out all 
his warm ami generous feelings, emanating from the recollec- 
tions of his youth, and the- unbounded admiration which he 
lias ever since entertained for Henry Clay. 

His party supported him iW ihc office of Governor of Alaba- 
ma, against the Honorable John (iayle, but the democratic party 
being greatly in (ho a^eenchmev", the latter prevailed over him, 
When the Honorable Reuben Chapman was nominated by 
the democratic convention for governor, the whigs again sup- 
ported i Japtnin Davis for that, office, and he was again defeated 
from the same cause. 

As a legislator, Captain Davis was exceedingly sensible 
and useful. He manifested much firmness, in his opposition 
to the State Bank and its branches. He always preferred 
well regulated stock banks. 

Captain Davis is large find well proportioned. His eyes 
are deep blue, very expressive, and indicative of benevolence, 
or much of the " milk of human kindness." He is a man of 
great energy of character, and is remarkable for his physical 
strength and industrious habits. He has ever been a patron 
of the turf. His horses have run at New-Orleans, Nashville, 
Mobile, and through the South generally. He was present 
at the celebrated contest between the horses of Andrew Jack- 
son, of Tennessee, and James Jackson, of North Alabama, at 
Hunts ville. 
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chapter Captain Davis still Uvea at " Walnut Grove," esteemed and 

respected by all clasps hi id rill parties. Many refined and 
intelligent gentlemen in Hunts ville and its vicinity, and 
other portions of North Alabama, deem it their imperative, 
but most pleasing duly, to pay him two long visits every 
year. Often his hi.r<:<- old hii-hoiiKi:, which ho erected when 
he first came to Alabama, itnc! which he venerates so much 
that lie would not exchange it for a palace, contains forty or 
fifty visitors at one time, who, for days together, are enter- 
tained by his agreeable conversation, fed from his abundant 
table, and delighted with the survey of his extensive groves, 
rich fields, happy negroes, line blooded horses, and sleek and 
well formed cattle. 

Reuben Saffolii was born in Wilkes county, Georgia, on 
the 4th September, 1786. He received such an education as 
was usually imparted at a common academy, where he made 
some proficiency in the Latiti language. He studied law 
with — — Paine, of Watkinsvillc, Clarke county, Geor- 
gia, and in that place he enrcred upon the practice of his pro- 
fession. In the spring of 1811, he married Mary Philips, 
daughter of Colonel Joseph Philips, then of Morgan county, 
Georgia, who soon after removed to the southern part of 



Mr. Saffold, in the spring of 1813, established himself at 
the town of Jackson, situated upon (be Touibigby liver, then 
in the Mississippi Territory. Soon, thereafter, the Indian war 
broke out^ and he at once became actively engaged in the 
protection of a suffering people and an exposed frontier. 
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Holding at, the time tlie rank of colonel in the militia, lie c 
nevertheless raised a company of sixty volunteers, and, as 
their captain, scoured the thickets, from the mouth to 
the head of the Perdido river, upon which occasion several 
Indians were killed, while others were driven to the more re- 
mote parts of Florida. But, before he made this tour, he 
had been a participant, as a private, in the battle of Burnt 
Corn, and was one of those who fought bravely, and retreated 
among the last. During these early times, he was also a 
member of the legislature of the .Mississippi Territory at 
several sessions. When peace was restored, he entered upon 
the practice of his profession, but, in 1813, he was chosen a 
member of the convention. At the session of the legisla- 
ture of the State of Alabama, held al ITuntsville, in the fall 
of 1819, he was elected, without opposition, one of the cir- 
cuit judges, and in December of that .year he removed to the 
residence at which he died, in the comity of Dallas. 

Judge S;iffoid field, rhe office of circuit jadge, under vari- 
ous re-elections, with distinguished ability and honor, until 
January, 1832, when the legislature million zed the organiza- 
tion of a separate Supreme Court. Then, he was elected 
one of the three who were to constitute that court. Upon 
this new theatre of judicial labor, he lost none of the high 
and deserved reputation which lie had acquired in the "court 
below." At the January term of 1835, Judge Lipscomb re- 
signed the office of chief justice, and Judge Saffold was 
selected in his place. He occupied this dignified position 
until the spring of 1836, when he resigned it, and bid a final 
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adieu to the bond), having held the office of judge for more 
than sixteen years. The reports oi' the Supreme Court of 
Alabama are. eiuluniiy memorials oi' his strength of mind, 
patient investigation, deep research and profound learning. 
Before the separate- organization, the people of the whole 
State had it in their power to scan his acts as a circuit judge. 
They remember him to have been iirm mid dignified, but not 
austere. Wherever he presided entire order and decorum 
prevailed, and he was respected a.nd admired by both clients 
and attorneys. Such, indeed, was his reputation throughout 
the State, and such was the confidence reposed in him, that 
his retirement from the bench was a source of public regret. 
When Judge Henry Goldthwait.e resigned his seat upon the 
bench of the Supreme Court. Governor Fitxpatrick tendered 
the vacancy to Judge >;itlold, who declined it. 

Judge Saffold, a few years after his resignation, resumed 
the practice of the law, and pursued it with distinguished 
success until his death. His political opinions, although he 
never sought political proferment, a.ud engaged hut little in 
the exciting contests of the times, were well known. He was 
a democrat. He was warmly devoted to the interests of the 
South. The firm friend of Texian independence, he rejoiced 
in her annexation to the United States. A devoted husband 
and I'atliei', it. was his fortune to raise a large family, and most 
nobly diil he discharge his duty to them. As a. master, lie 
was kind, merciful and just. He never attached himself to 
any church, yet he was a firm believer in the atonement, and 
was accustomed to express the confident hope that he had 
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miihiiig to l'o;iv be.YOTnl the tci-i.vc. TTo died of apoplexy on the chapter 
15th February, 1847. He was a large man, with an excel- 
lent free, and an exceed big' _y tine ibri bead. No man of dis- 
tinction lias ever died in Alabama, leaving behind move repu- 
tation for legal ability, and for [ioiiot, justice and probity. 

Israel Pickens was bom ou die ;iOtl.i .latuiavy, 1780, in the 
comity of Mecklenburg, Stale of Xortii- Carolina. He was 
the second son of Captain. Samuel Pickers, a gentleman of 
French, descent, who served bis country in the revolutionary 
war, against the British and lories in the two Carolinas, 
Israel Pickens received bis academic education partly in 
South-Carolina, hut. principally at. a school .in Iredell county, 
North-Carolina, and finished his studies at Washington Col- 
lege. Pennsylvania, where he .also completed bis law educa- 
tion. He, returned to his native State, established bini-elf at 
Morganton in the practice of the law, lived there many years, 
and occasionally represented ISurke county in the legislature. 
In 1 811, he was elected to Congress from that district, and 
continued to represent it. til} the year 1817. He gave his vote 
for the war of 181'-', and continued a firm supporter of all 
the prominent measures of President Madison's administra- 
tion. Mr. Pickens removed to Alabama in 1817, and set- 
tled at St. Stephens, where be practiced law, and held the 
post of Register of the Land Office. 

After the death of Governor .Bibb, Mr. Pickens was elected 
as Ms successor, in 1821, and again in 1823 ; filling up the 
period allotted to him by the constitution. Very soon after 
the expiration of his last term as governor, a vacancy occurred 
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■ in the Senate! of the United Stutcs, by the death of Dr. Cham- 
bers, and Governor 1'ieheus was appointed by the executive to 
fill it. A few chiyn after his departure to Washington city, a 
letter was received at ( heensboro', conveying a commission for 
him as District Judge of the 'Chi ted States, for Alabama, 
which he' declined to accept. In the fall of 1626, he resigned 
his seat in the Senate, and returned home, in consequence of 
a serious affection of the lungs. He died in the Island of 
Cuba, on the 24th April, 1827, at the early age of forty-seven 
years, 

Governor Pickens nas six feet high, very slender and erect, 
with a fair complexion and blue eyes. In all the attributes of 
a moral nature, he was, indeed, a remarkable man. His 
manners neiv easy, affable and kind — his temper mi'd, amia- 
ble, and always the same. Benevolence was a predominant 
trait in his character. He had a finished education, and tal- 
ents of a high order— more solid than brilliant. As a public 
man, he was very popular, and, although mild and gentle in 
his deportment, no one was firmer in the discharge of his 
public duties. He possessed extraordinary mechanical inge- 
nuity, and a great lor (hi ess f'->r mathematics, natural philoso- 
phy arid astronomy. "While a student under Dr. Hale, of 
North-Carolina, he invented the lunar dial, by which the 
time of night could be ascertained by the moon. While a 
member of Co'i^ress, the celebrated Ueidheifer j if -tended to- 
have discovered the perpetual motion, and exhibited a model 
in Washington city, to the inspection of which he i:i\ i:>d the 
members of Congress. Mr. Pickens, with many others, at- 
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ten Jed and witnessed its performance ; anj being satisfied L 
that there was deception in the matter, lie returned the next 
Jay and gave it a more thorough elimination. Finding the 
doors open he entered, hut (hero was no one within. During 
this second visit, he detected the fraud and exposed it, by 
inserting a card in the Kalio.na] Intelligencer, signed "A 
Member of Congress"." This brought forth a bitter reply 
from the impostor, and a rejoinder from the "Member of 
Congress, " but, in a lew Jays, Keidheifev, model and all, left 
the city, never again to return.* 

*A notice of James Jackson, a member at the convention from 
AuliHigii, will I* i'i!!i:nl injur ill-- cluwi of this volume. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 
ALABAMA— GOVERNOR BIBB. 

An election was held throughout the new State of Alabama, 
for a governor and members of legislature, in anticipation of 
the- admission, by Congress, of the State, as a member of the 
American "Union. William "W. Bibb received eight thousand 
three hundred and ibriy-Uvo votes for governor, and Ms oppo- 
nent, Mariiiadulvo 'Williams, received sevi-n thousand one- 
hundred and forty. 

The General Assembly of Alabama convened at Huntsville, 
on the fourth Monday in October. The House of Represen- 
tatives was composed of forty-five members, and James Delict: 
of Monroe, was elected Speaker. He Senate had twenty-one 
members, and Thomas .Bibb was elected President of tliat 
body. 
I William W. Bibb was inaugurated, as the first governor 
of the State, before- both houses of the legislature, in the 
presence of a large assemblage of citi/.ens, to whom he made 
a handsome and appropriate address. He had, previously, 
presented an excellent message, in which he congratulated 
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the people upon tacalnnHliuH crop* which if, 3iad pleased the Al- 
mighty to afford them, the heaHli which t.]u-_y 3 isiduaiveraally en- 
joyed, and the fortunate termination of the convention, which 
had resulted in the establishment of an excellent constitution. 
He brought to the attention of the legislature the subject of 
the liberal donation*. by Congress, in reserving, for a seminary 
of learning, seven ty -I wo section:; of land — the sixteenth section 
in every township for the use of schools — five per cent, of the 
nott proceeds of the sales of the public lands, (sold after the 
first of September, 1810,) for purposes of internal improve- 
ments — and sixteen hundred and twenty acres of land, at the 
confluence of the (.VihawUi. and Alabama rivers, for a seat of 
government. Tie reported that he Lid laid oft' the town of 
Cahawba, and that one hundred and uighr.y-two lots had been 
sold, for one hundred and twenty- three thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-six dollars — one-fourth of which, received in 
cash, had been deposited in the Planters' and Merchants' Bank 
of Huntsville, to be expended in the erection of a temporary 
State-house, which was then, under contract. The message 
concluded by recommending a revisiofL of the statutes, the 
organization, of the judical department, the election of judges, 
and the appointment by law of an engineer, to examine the 
rivers, who was to report in what manner their navigation 
might be improved. 

The legislature proceeded to elect, two Senators of the 
United States. William R. King and John W. Walker were 
elected, upon the first ballot, over Thomas D. Crabb and 
George Philips. 
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■ During the session of the legislature, (k'licrid Jackson 
visited TTuntsville, with hi- horses, and n;is cnthu-dasiicailv en- 
gaged in the sports of tin; turf, then an amusement indulged 
in by the highest classes. Colonel Howell Rose, a Senatoi 
from the comity of Autauga, was also at Huntsville. Colonel 
Rose was then a young man of indomitable energy and fear- 
less spirit, and possessed a native intellect of remarkable vigor 
and strength. lie was ardent in his attachment to Jackson, 
and was the first to propose- resolutions a] probatory of his 
valuable services to the State, performed during the late 
Creek and Seminole wars. Colonel Eose introduced joint 
resolutions, of this character, together with one inviting the 
general to a seat within the bar both of the House and the 
Senate, on all occasions when it should be his pleasure to 
attend those bodies, which were adopted. Colonel Rose, at 
the head of a committee, waited upon Jackson, with a copy of 
the resolutions, to which the latter replied in a letter full of 
the liveliest gratitude. Since that i nteresting occasion Colonel 
Rose has, from time to time, performed valuable services to 
tlie State, as a member of the General Assembly. lie is a 
wealthy citizen of the county of Coosa. His mind, naturally 
one of the richest in the country, and improved by self- 
instruction, is still vigorous and clear, while his agreeable 
eccentricity of manner, and original ideas and sayings, engage 
the attention of all who are thrown in his way. His collo- 
quial powers are of a very high as well as of a very peculiar 
order. He delivers his views with force and energy, and is 
never at a loss for a spicy repartee. While he was addressing 
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the i-nember.s of tlii- legislature, he uo\er iUsk-d lo engage 
their attention. Colonel Rose was born in North-Carolina. 
removed from thence to Georgia, run:! en liu 1 rated to Alabama, 
soon after the Greek war. 

So soon as the judicial circuits were organized, the legis- 
lature proceeded ro i-iei-: oiliivrs. Henry Hitchcock, (he tbrmer 
Territorial Secretary, was elected Attorney -General, over John 
S. N. Jones and I). Sullivan. Abner S. Lipscomb was elected 
Judge of the First Judicial Circuit, over Harry Tonlmin 
Reuben Saffold, Judge of the second, witnout opposition 
Henry Y. Webb, Judge of the third, without opposition 
Richard Ellis, Judge of the fourth, over Beverly Hughes and 
John McKinley ; Clement C. Clay, Judge of the fifth, without 
opposition, 

John Gayle was elected Solicitor of the First Judicial Cir- 
cuit, without opposition : ("Jons taurine Perkins, of the third, 
over Sion J.,. Perry ; Peter Martin, of the fourth, without op- 
position; James Kastlaud; el.' the :i;ih, over James W.McClung 
run! Poiadiire .N ;'. ylijr. 

The legislature was exceedingly anxious to ^ec the laws en- 
forced; and, for that, pnrpose, selected magistrates from among 
the most, respectable and prominent men throughout the State. 
They discharged the same duties which the Judges of the 
County CourtB had done, previous to the adoption of the present 
Probate system, and as lvas the practice of Virginia. A few 
of those now selected must he meiilimu-d. merely to show the 
determination of our then infant State, to give tone and dig- 
nity to the administration of the laws, even in inferior courts. 
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For tho county of Autauga, ibi' instance, John A. Elmore, 
John Armstrong, "Robert Gaston, James Jackson, and William 
R. Pickett, were elected magistrates, 

General John A. Klmore, one of these justices, "was a native 
of South-Carolina, of tin; legislature of which State lie had 
often been n respectable ttvimlvr, Xot. long after his. i-cmoi'al. 
to Alabama, lie rep r (.sen toil the comity of Autauga in our 
legislature, which thou sat at Cahawba. Tie was a man of 
firmness and much guort sense, and always delivered his opin- 
ions, even in common conversation,' in a distinct and loud 
voice, with that candor and honesty which characterized his 
conduct through life. He had a commanding appearance, 
was large in person, and. altogether, an exceedingly fine look- 
ing man. He delighted in the spoils of the chase, being a 
most successful and spirited hunter, and an agreeable com- 
panion in the many eunip-himts in which he engaged with 
his neighbors and friends. Towards the close of his life, we 
remember that lie, presented a dignified and venerable ap- 
pearance, and we saw him. preside us chairman of several large 
and exciting meetings, in the town of Montgomery, during 
the days of liulliiiealion. 

James Jackson, another of these magistrates, was born in 
the county of Wilkes, Georgia, He had been a man of in- 
fluence in that region. Upon his arrival, in 1818, in the 
Territory of Alabama, he immediately ranked with the leading 
men of the comity of A. manga. He was elected a member 
of the State convention, and assisted to give us the excellent 
constitution we now have. Afterwards, Mr. Jackson was 
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several times an active and influential member of the House, chapter 
of Representatives, and of the Senate, of the State of Ala- 
bama. He died the 19th July, 1832, at his residence in 
Autauga, within a few miles of that of General Elmore, who 
also .died about that period. Mr. Jackson was a man for 
whom nature had done much. Although raised upon the 
frontier* of ( Georgia, among a rude population, and thrown 
upon the world with but little means, and still less education, 
he was decidedly elegant in conversation, and polite and po- 
lished in his manners. He had the faevdty of adapting him- 
self to all classes. In person, he was of medium size, his 
face was handsome and expressive, and, when inei-ting a 
friend, was generally enlivened with a smile. He was a most 
excellent and liberal neighbor. Smooth and fluent in conver- 
sation, and conciliating in his general views, he was a most 
delightful fireside companion. He was shrewd and sagacious, 
and a close and correct observer of human nature. 

The author, being the sen of Wtm.tam E. Pickett, another 
of the Autauga magistrates, is relieved from the delicate task 
of portraying his character, by copying the following- obi- 
tuary, written by a friend for the ga/.eUes ; 

'•'■ Colonel "William ihiiioRl Picket'!, died at his residence, in 
Autauga county, on the '20th Septi-inher. .1850, aged severity- 
three years. Colonel Pickett was bom in Anson county, 
North-Carolina, upon the Pedee river, where his parents, 
James Pickett and .Martha Terry, had removed sometime be- 
fore the revolutionary war, from their [dace of nativity, msar 
.Boiling Creen, in Caroline county, Virginia. Their ances- 
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Chapter tore, whose extraction was Scotch, English sind French, were 
among the earliest colonists of Virginia. 

" Soon after he became of age, Colonel 1'ickett filled the 
post of sheriff of Anson county, and was afterwards elected 
to the legislature, which sat, at Raleigh, where be served for 
several years. When the federal revenue was collected by 
direct taxation, he received from Mr. Madison, then President, 
the appointment of assessor and collector for a large district 
in North-Carolina, the arduous and responsible duties of which 
he discharged to the end, with wjal and fidelity, 

; 'In the spring of 1818, he brought his family out to this 
country, and established himself, as a planner and merchant, 
in the present Autauga, county, which then formed a portion 
of the county of Montgomery. Two years before this early 
period, he had explored these south-western wilds, in company 
with his near relative and friend, Tod lioi.inson, encountering 
danger- and hardships incident upon the close of a san- 
guinary war with the Creeks. 

"When the legislature of Alabama sat at Cahawha, Colo- 
nel Pickett took his seat in that body, in 1821. In 1823, he 
was a member, and again, in 1S24, n inch term closed his duties 
in. the Lower House. In 1828, he was elected to the State 
Senate, and entered that- body in the fall of that year, at 
Tuscaloosa, then the capitoi of Alabama. He was a Senator 
for the period of five years, when, in the summer of 1834, 
he was beaten, for that position, bv Colonel lirondnax, during 
an exceedingly high state of party excitement, the election 
turning solely upon parly grounds, and many of his old 
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friends voting against him, with much reluctance. In his 
legislative career, he was an active and very influential mem- 
ber, and was the originator of many salutary laws, some of 
which are still m force. In the meantime, he was three times 
placed upon the democratic electoral ticket, tor President and 
Vice-President, and, each time, received overwhelming ma- 
jorities. 

" He was a man of sterling honor and integrity, and, per- 
haps, no one ever surpassed him in disinterested benevolence 
and charity, for he not only supported the poor and destitute 
around him, hut tVisdv dispi-nsi.'d to those upon the highway. 
In person, he was large, erect and commanding, with a face 
beaming with intelligence, a forehead hold and lofty, and 
eyes brilliant and expressive, to the last moments of his exist- 
ence. He was peculiarly remarkable for Li* nit and origi- 
nality, and the risible faculties of more men have been aroused, 
while in his company, than in that of almost any other person. 
And even to this day, in Korth- Carolina, though thirty-two 
years have transpired since ho left that State, his original say- 
ings and anecdotes are often roneated. No man ever received 
more attention, during his proLraeled iilru.rss, from those in Ms 
immediate neighborhood, who deeply mourn his departure 
from their midst Persons from all parts of the country 
visited him in his affliction." 

The legislature of Alabama, during i(s session at Hunts- 
ville, enacted many salutary laws, and judieioudy arranged 
the districts. Six new counties wero established, and were 
added to those already urg'mixed. They were (Svecnc, Jef- 
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ciiaI'tek fevson, Perry, Henry, Wilcox and Butler. Wilcox was named 
in honor of lLg lien lei i aim who, in 1814. was killed by the 
1819 Indians, upon ifus Alabama river, as we have seen, and Butler 
in memory of the captain, who was also killed by the Indians, 
near Fort Dale, on the 20th March, 1818. The legislature 
adjourned on the 17th December, 1819.* 

The land offices at Millcdgeviile and Huntsville were in 
isie-isso active operation. Extensive surveys had been completed, 
sales had biien everywhere proclaimed, and thousands of 
eager purchasers flocked into the country, from every Atlantic 
and "Western State. Never, before or since, did the popula- 
tion of any State so rapidly increase as that of Alabama, from 
the period of 1820 until 1830. 

No sooner had (lie flourishing State of Alabama been 
thoroughly organized, than the citizens were called to moum 
the death of their first governor. Riding in the forest one 
day, the horse of Governor Bibb fell with liiin to the ground, 
iiud he then received an injury, from which, be never recov- 
ered. He died at his residence, in the county of Autauga, in 
July, 1820, in the fortieth year of his age — calm, collected, 
peaceful — siUTonndcd by numerous friends and relations. 

Governor Bibb was live feet ten inches in height, with an 
eree.t but d<.;iieate frame. lie- was exceedingly easy and grace- 
ful in his bearing. His interesting laeo bore the marks of 
deep thought and great intelligence. His eyes, of a dark 
color, were mild, yet expressive. "Whether thrown into the 
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company of the rude or the refined, his language was pure 01 
and chaste. Wo one ever lived, either in Georgia or Ala- 
bama, who was treated with a greater degree of respect by 
all classes. This was owing to his. high moral character, un- 
surpassed honor, e.\eoUent judgment, and a very high order 
of talents. Entirely" free from that dogmatism and those 
patronizing ail's, which characterize many of out distinguished 
men, he invariably rivaled die opinions of the humblest citi- 
zen with courtesy and respect. He was, however, a man of 
firmness, swaying the minds of men with great success, and 
governing by seeming to olmy. 

In all die stations which lie filled, Governor Bibb was emi- 
nently successful. When quite a young man, his skill and 
attention as a physician, in the then flourishing town of Pe- 
tersburg, Georgia, secured for him an extensive practice, lie 
next went into the legislature from Klbert county, and, serv- 
ing four years in that body, acquired a popularity rarely at- 
tained by one of his age. At the early age of twenty-five, 
lie was elected to Congress under the General Ticket System, 
by a vote so large as to leave no doubt but that he was a 
great favorite with the people. He immediately became a 
leading member of the Lower House- of the National Legis- 
lature^ — was an able and fearless advocate of the war of 1812, 
and a conscientious supporter of the administration of Madi- 
son. His contemporaries, at his first election, were Boiling 
Hall, George M. Troup and Howell Cobb. He had not been 
long in Congress before- his popularity caused him to come 
within a few votes of being elected to the office of Speaker of 
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